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Take a break from 
your chores in 2024!

Readlyn Grump Days 
June 14, 15 & 16, 2024

See the schedule on page 10 

Sauerbreis have June Yard of the Month
The buds on the trees have turned into leaves
with the aid of warm Mr. Sun.
Nature’s spring work has begun.

Hope you enjoyed seeing springing up
[Yard of the Month signs and]
a lovely little buttercup. ~ A.J. Korogi

Jerry and Cindy Sauerbrei make a great team; she buys the 
plants and decorations, and he does the planting and construction 
of the many attractive areas. All of the work has been done by the 
two of them. Once you view the pictures, you can see that they 
have both been successful in their roles; plus, you realize why 
they were chosen to win Yard of the Month.

They both agree that it is very nice that Mayor Dan Wedemei-
er sponsors Yard of the Month for the community.

For the sixth year, Weeds on Fire is sponsoring the Yard of 
the Month award and monetary gift. To recognize past winners, 
former recipients of this award displayed their Yard of the Month 
sign from May 1 – 28. Could you be next?

As in past years, four yards will receive this prestigious award: 
one each for June, July, August, and September. If you admire a 
yard and think it is worthy of recognition, please mention it to 
any Readlyn Gardener. Thank you, Weeds on Fire, for sponsor-
ing this award. 

Jerry and Cindy Sauerbrei, 401 5th Street Place, are June's win-
ners of Weeds on Fire's Yard of the Month.

Sixteen fourth graders from Readlyn Elementary, along with their teacher, Mrs. Lincoln, 
and teacher aides, enjoyed visiting the Readlyn Historical Museum on Friday, May 10. 
The students always have very interesting questions and information to share. One stu-
dent found a picture of his great-grandfather who graduated from Readlyn High School. 
The historic museum has all the Readlyn High School graduates’ pictures displayed.  An-
other asked what year the movie “Country” was filmed near Readlyn - it was 1983 and we 
have many pictures from “Country.” Thank you for coming to the museum. Those helping 
were Keith Fettkether, Ron and Judy Leistikow, and Judy Henn. Keith also brought his 
Readlyn Little League baseball uniform and cap to display. There are many new items 
that have been donated - come and visit.

Ambitious Readlyn Gardeners planting a few of the eight flats of annuals purchased to 
spruce up the city gardens. New members and donations are always appreciated. 

Thirty Wapsie Valley students and four staff spent an hour and a half doing spring clean-
ing at the Poor Farm. A big thank you to all!

This corner of the Sauerbrei backyard is a tribute to both of their fa-
thers who served our country. This fountain is their frog area. The fire pit provides a great place to relax. See more photos on page 4.
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Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Lily Schwickerath

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Ron Hartman, 2023 Grump

Deadline for the June 26 
Readlyn Chronicle is 

Thurs., June 13 at 5 PM
Send news to 

ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

Read the Chronicle online at: 
https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

SERVING THE CEDAR VALLEY 
AREA WITH HIGH-QUALITY 

BUILDING MATERIALS
CALL US TODAY!

2120 Main St, Cedar Falls
(319) 266-2668

mybuildersselect.com

Unlike wood, Trex 
composite decking won't:
    ROT, WARP OR SPLINTER
    
    NEED SEASONAL PAINTING,       
    SEALING OR STAINING
   
    FADE OR STAIN
   
    BECOME FOOD FOR  TERMITES

10 Year Anniversary Savings
10% OFF Trex products only thru June 30, 2024 with this ad

Traveling is over for a while so I will 
get to work and mow some grass. It is 
quite a challenge between rain showers. 

Since I haven’t been doing anything 
else, I have to rely on a trucking story. I 
loaded steel out of Tupelo, MS going to 
St. Louis. I got loaded late, the company 
wanted the steel first thing in the morn-
ing, so I had to drive through the night. 
It was raining and foggy, but I found the 
place outside of East St. Louis. Since there 
was no GPS then, my directions were to 
take a blacktop north and turn right where 
there was a streetlight and a guard shack. 
Through the rain and fog, I could see the 
guard sitting in the shack as I went by, so 
I parked and went to check in with him. I 
opened the door, asked how he was doing 
and if I was in the right place. The guard 
just sat there and didn’t say anything. It 
was dark, foggy and I was tired. I thought 
he was alive and that something did this 
to him. So out in the middle of nowhere, 

it ends up “he” was a mannequin. I went 
back to my truck to bed but didn’t sleep 
well that night. 

I have heard it said that kids don’t 
want to work anymore but I beg to differ 
with this group helping at Weeds on Fire: 
Jaxson Kuhlman, Hunter Kane, Andrew 
Tiedt, Andrew Matthias, Easton Wurzer 
and Braden Knight. These young men 
work very hard, never complain, do a 
great job and always show up for work. 
Thanks to the parents for a great job rais-
ing them: Kent & Wendy Kuhlmann, Kev-
in & Kathie Kane, Mike & Janeen Tiedt, 
Aaron & Mischa Matthias, Wade & Shan-
non Wurzer, and Raymond & Melissa 
Knight. 

Don’t forget Grump Days is coming 
up. Mark your calendars for June 14, 15, 
and 16. We have been doing a lot of plan-
ning so please come and enjoy. Take a 
break from your chores in 2024.

Ron Hartman, 2023 Grump

Hello Readlyn Community! 
The month of May flew by! I had a 

great finish to my high school career! 
I graduated on May 13 and had my par-

ty on May 18. Thank you to everyone who 
attended, it truly means a lot! 

I am so beyond excited to see where all 
of my classmates’ futures lead them. My 
future will entail attending Morningside 
University, to major in Agricultural Edu-
cation, with hopes of returning back to the 

community to teach! While I’m at Morn-
ingside I will be a part of their swim team! 
I am ecstatic to be under the guidance of 
Dr. Paulsen and Coach Farris. 

This summer, I plan to continue work-
ing at State Street Coffee in Denver, as 
well as traveling with my family and en-
joying the last few months before “real 
life” begins! 

I hope everyone has a great summer! 
Miss Readlyn
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Send news to the Chronicle: ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

If you purchased a residence this 
year, remember to apply for Home-
stead credit and the senior citizen 
credit at the courthouse by July 1.

Connie Rochford, Broker
215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA

563-578-8899
www.towncountryhome.com

Agents:
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533
Gary Guether 319-415-9874
Christopher Tibbott 319-404-9435

Serving the needs of our communities, it’s what we do.

Annual plant sale 
is Sat., June 8

The Bremer County Master Gardeners 
and Friends will hold their annual plant 
sale on Saturday, June 8 from 9 to 11 a.m. 
at the ISU Extension office in Tripoli. 
There will be a wide variety of day lilies, 
hostas, wildflowers, perennials/annuals, 
and succulents. 

Also of interest will be decorative items 
for your garden and landscape.

Everyone is welcome to attend!

Readlyn Historical Society makes plans for 
Cruising Thru History event August 4

Members of the Readlyn Historical 
Society met on March 25 with seven 
members present. The group continues 
to plan for the Cruisin’ Through History 
event to be scheduled in conjunction with 
the Annual Ice Cream Social. Event date 
and details will be shared soon. The next 
meeting was planned for April 29 at 1 p.m. 

April 29 Meeting
The Readlyn Historical Society met on 

Monday, April 29 at 1 p.m. There were 10 
members and 2 guests present.

Two female mannequins were pur-
chased. A male mannequin is still being 
sought to display a military uniform. A 
case is being built to encase the 200-year-
old Bible donated by the Rommel family. 
Additional panels for a display in memory 
of Bob Thran is being researched. 

The Annual Ice Cream Social is sched-
uled for Sunday, August 4 along with a 
Cruising Thru History event specific to 

Readlyn’s history. The cruise will begin at 
1 p.m. followed by the ice cream social 
from 3-5 p.m. More information will be 
shared via the Readlyn Chronicle and the 
Society’s FaceBook page.

The Society’s next meeting is sched-
uled for June 24 at 1 p.m.

www.kaisercorson.com
205 Highland Avenue, Readlyn, Iowa 50668 

(319) 279-3551

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main Street - P.O. Box 40

Readlyn, IA 50668-0040
319-279-3321

Website: www.readlynsavingsbank.com
Email: info@readlynsavingsbank.com

RSB ~ Taking Good Care of You! ~ Since 1904

IT’S NATIONAL DAIRY MONTH 
& GRUMP DAYS!

Readlyn Savings Bank Invites All 
to Join the Celebrations!

Fri. & Sat., June 14 & 15, 2024:  
Treasure Island Sand Pile 

Under the Big Tent 
(Kids 5 and under) 

� urs., June 6, 2024: Dairy Days
FREE MALTS 

in the Bank Lobby 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Fri., June 14, 2024: 
Grump Days
FREE MALTS 

in the Grumpzebo 
4:30 – 7:00 pm

in the Bank Lobby 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

A Tree Grows in Oran
Allan and Rita Losh have donated an 
area near the tennis court in Oran to 
have an Eastern Redbud tree planted 
in memory of Linda Leistikow, donated 
by Ron and Judy Leistikow and fami-
ly. Linda was proud of her hometown 
Oran as she lived there her entire life. 
She was a longtime employee of Edge-
ton Hardware. The tree will bring beau-
ty for all to enjoy.
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Being prepared with the right
insurance for your
farm and crop matters.

Call us to talk to one of our experienced
AgriBusiness Advisors today at 319.483.4854 or
visit our website at acceladvantage.com.

June Yard of the Month-Jerry & Cindy Sauerbrei Continued from page 1

The  Sauerbrei sign (above) was made by their nephew. The windmill, geese, and owl 
are effective ways to deter blackbirds. 
The Sauerbreis treasure the sign made by Bentley, shown below.

Now that Cindy is retired, she uses some 
of her spare time to make decorative 
signs, two of which decorate their second 
fountain.

The inviting entrance to the Sauerbrei home

Cindy thinks of her father when she sees 
the cardinal on the flag.

Deadline for the June 26 Chronicle 
is Thurs., June 13 at 5 PM 

 Send news to 
ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com



Wednesday, May 29, 2024	 Readlyn Chronicle	 Page 5

Deadline for the 
June 26 Chronicle  
is Thurs., June 13  

at 5 PM

Readlyn Community Happenings

Senior Citizens celebrate 3 April birthdays
On April 17, 2024, 20 members attend-

ed the 11:30 Senior Citizens lunch and 
meeting at the Tripoli Bowling Alley in 
Tripoli, IA.

The meeting was called to order by 
Ron Leistikow our President. Ron also 
led us in prayer before we ate, after our 
meeting.

Birthdays celebrated  for the month 
of April were Marylou  Billhorn, Ro-
land Schmidt and Wayne Kuethe. We all 
sang “Happy Birthday” to them. There 
were no anniversaries for the month  of 
April.

The members all signed a sympathy 
card for the family of Marlene Kuker who 
passed away. Marlene had been an active 
member of the Readlyn Senior Citizens 
previously. We always enjoyed her very 
much. She will be missed.

The treasurer’s report was read by 
Charlie Albrecht. The balance in the ac-
count after expenses was $ 122.00.

The secretary’s report was read 
by Lois Thacher for the meeting of 
March 20, 2024. Wilda Albrecht made 
a motion to approve the treasurer's 
report  and the secretary's report  and 
Judy Leistikow seconded it. Motion 
carried.

OLD BUSINESS: It was reported that 
over 800 children attended  the Readlyn 
Easter egg hunt March 30 at 10 AM at the 
Readlyn City Park.

NEW BUSINESS: A Poker Ride 
will be April 27, 2024 and 100% of the 
proceeds will be going towards the new 
Emergency Services Building in Readlyn. 
Registration begins at 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
at the Readlyn Fire Station.

The card drawings end at Grumpy's 
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. after the 8 stops 
the riders have completed. The winners 
will be announced at 6:00 p.m. Music 
to follow  at Grumpy's. There will be a 
silent auction going on also through the 
night.

The next Senior Citizens meeting  will 
be May 15 at the Panther Lanes in Tripoli 
at 11:30 a.m. Larry Ladage made a motion  
to adjourn the meeting and Shirley Kuker 
seconded it. Motion carried. Meeting ad-
journed.

Lois Thacher, Secretary.

May 15 Meeting
On May 15, 2024, 20 members attend-

ed the 11:30 a.m. Readlyn Senior Citizen’s 
lunch and meeting at the Panther Lanes in 
Tripoli, IA.

The meeting was called to order by Ron 
Leistikow, our President. 

Birthdays celebrated for the month of 
May were Luann Happel and Joyce Heine-
man. We all sang “Happy Birthday” to them. 
There were no anniversaries for the month 
of May.

The group signed a get-well card for Rick 
Thacher as he has been having tests done in 
Iowa City and Waterloo.

The treasurer’s report was read by Char-
lie Albrecht. The balance in the account after 
expenses was $ 142.00.  Don Billhorn made 
a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and 
Roland Schmidt seconded it. Motion carried. 

The secretary’s minutes were read by Ma-
rylou Billhorn for the meeting of April 17, 
2024. Roger Deterding made a motion to ap-
prove the secretary’s report and Don Billhorn 
seconded it. Motion carried.

There was no old business. 
New Business: 

There was discussion on Grump Days and 
the parade on June 15, 2024. The previous 
Grumps will meet at 9:00 a.m. at the Macken 
property on Quarter Avenue just in the City 
limits of Readlyn. The previous Grumps will 
get lined up for the parade at that location 
and a wagon will be provided.

St. Paul’s Church will have the Sunday 
Service on June 16, 2024 in the Readlyn City 
Park.

It was agreed by the Senior Citizens group 
to continue to have our lunch and meetings 
monthly at the Panther Lanes in Tripoli, IA.

Readlyn’s Cruising Thru History and 
Ice Cream Social is August 4, 2024 at the 
Readlyn Historical Museum in Readlyn, IA. 
Stops will be made at various places where 
businesses used to be. More information will 
follow.

 The next Senior Citizens Meeting will 
be June 19 at 11:30 at the Panther Lanes in 
Tripoli, Iowa. Larry Ladage made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting and Wilda Albrecht 
seconded it. Motion carried. Meeting Ad-
journed.

Marylou Billhorn, Acting Secretary

Readlyn Community Club meets; 
discusses 2024 Grump Days

The Readlyn Community Club met 
May 6, 2024, at the Readlyn Library. Pres-
ent: Michelle Harrington, Louie and Ron 
Hartman, Bonnie Wittenburg, Kristie Boi-
es, Dustin Palmer, John Galyean, Kira Sto-
ver, Marge Quigley, Bruce Piehl, and Pat 
Wehr

The meeting was called to order at 6:03.
Secretary’s report was emailed Sunday, 

May 5, 2024. Moved by Louie and sec-
onded by Bonnie to approve the minutes. 
Passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s report: Approved by John 
and seconded by Ron; passed unanimously

New Business: Business donations so 
far for Grump Days:

Security $1000
Kaiser-Corson $300
Wittenburg will check.
Lynn Ott $810 
Safety deposit box key was $353.51, 

paid.
Gambling License is $15 for the 50/50 

raffle.
Grump Days 2024 sub-committees:
Theme for 2024: Take a Break from 

Your Chores in 2024
Little Grumpster: 6:00
Little Grumpster sash is done.
Gifts: free KIP pass and Sweet Spot in 

Denver is donating a free ice cream
Non-winners will ride on RCC float.
Kids in the Park (KIP): 11:30 – 2:30
Ring toss $12
Plinko $25
Cake Walk – possibly 6 volunteers from 

4-H
Connect 4
Face Painting
Inflatables
Possible spinning wheel for $12
50/50 Raffle: Friday and Saturday; an-

nounce 5:00 Saturday; need not be present 
to win. Marge will be in charge of selling 
tickets.

Food Vendors: Nick Kuker 
Queens: Bonnie, Kira, and Pat
Four candidates have applied.
Three out-of-town judges have been en-

listed.
Carmen Willey will provide five es-

corts.
Jim Collins is lined up for the luncheon 

at Zion Lutheran Church.
Kristie will talk to Tenenbaum’s and 

Mary Kay.
Kira will talk to Tenenbaum’s for the ti-

ara and Love and Lace for the rose.
Bonnie will talk to Tiffany about sashes 

and Gin Miller about pictures.
Parade: Louie
Bruce has full sheets of cardboard he 

will donate.
RCC needs to be near the front of the 

parade to help with KIP
Music: Provided by Grumpy’s; Ethan 

Kleitsch and Mitch Boevers will be work-
ing with Grumpys.

Spike Ball: 6 nets, all good to go.
Location will be to the north of where 

the dunk tank was last year; Gift cards and 
coupons from Kwik Star – 6; possibly 12; 
Noon to 4 on Saturday.

Set up: Lumber for seating Thursday
Flyers and advertisement will be good 

to go for the May 14 meeting.
Golf Carts: Booked six carts for Grump 

Days’ workers for two days @ $50 per day 
= $600.

Banner thanking sponsors: Michelle 
will talk to Hailey about the banner.

Power wash the barrels the Wednesday 
before Grump Days at Wittenburg Truck-
ing.

Church in the Park provided by St. 
Paul’s; Regular church service in the tent; 
9:00; Thursday night Ed needs to know 
what will be needed for music.

Clean up:
Next meeting - Tuesday, May 14, 6:00, 

at Grump’s to finalize the schedule. Mi-
chelle will check with Mike.

Moved by Louie and seconded by Ron 
to adjourned the meeting. Passed unani-
mously.

Cruising Thru History Coming 
to Readlyn on Sunday, August 4

Cruising Thru History is coming to 
Readlyn on Sunday, August 4. The event 
is an annual car cruise that welcomes 
all cars, including clas-
sic cars, and people 
of all ages. These 
rolling visits em-
brace a differ-
ent Bremer 
County 
community 
each year. 

On Au-
gust 4, 
Readlyn’s 
history will 
be show-
cased in a 
cruise through 
town. To begin, 
register either at 
the Bremer County 
Historical Museum in Wa-
verly at noon or at the Readlyn 
Historical Museum on Main Street at 
12:30 p.m. 

The cruise will be approximately two 

hours with narration by local historians 
along the way. At the time of registra-
tion, a route map will be provided. The 

cost is $10 per adult 
and $5 for youth 

ages 5-18 years 
old. The reg-

istration 
fee goes 
directly 
back to 
funding 
preser-
vation of 
history in 
Bremer 

County.  
At the 

end of the 
cruise tour, 

the Readlyn His-
torical Society will 

host their Annual Ice 
Cream Social at the Museum 

from 3-5 p.m.  Join us for both events or 
just ice cream. Most likely, you will see 
several of Readlyn’s Grumps there too!  

Readlyn City Council Meeting April 16, 2024
The Readlyn City Council met in open session on Tues-

day, April 16, 2024 at 6:45PM for the Finance Committee to 
review bills and at 7:00PM for the public hearing followed by 
the regular meeting. Mayor Wedemeier in the chair and the 
following named council members present: Rocco Imbrog-
no, Joey Jones, Keith Brunscheon, Nicole Barnes, Jason 
Franck. Others in attendance: Barney Wiersma, Steve Aiel-
lo, Lynne Bellile, Auston & Brittney Rueber.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Imbrogno to ap-
prove minutes from the March 4 and 25, 2024 council meet-
ings. All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Brunscheon to 
approve bills presented for payment. All said yes. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by Brunscheon to 
approve clerk and treasurer's reports. All said yes. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by Bames to 
approve budget and library reports. All said yes. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Imbrogno to ap-
prove police report. All said yes. Motion carried. Motion by 
Imbrogno and seconded by Barnes to approve agenda as 
printed. All said yes. Motion carried.

Mayor Wedemeier opened the Public Hearing on the 
FY24/25 Budget. Notice of time and place has been pub-
lished in the Waverly Newspaper on April 4, 2024. No writ-
ten or oral objections were received. After all desiring to be 
heard, motion by Imbrogno and seconded by Brunscheon 
to close the public hearing. Roll call vote. AYES: Barnes, 
Franck, Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno. NAYS: None. Mo-
tion carried.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Franck to introduce 
Resolution No. 2024-03 entitled "RESOLUTION ADOPT-
ING THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
ENDING JUNE 30, 2025. Roll call vote. AYES: Franck, 
Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes. NAYS: None. 
Whereupon the Mayor declared Resolution No. 2024-03 
duly adopted.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Franck to set May 
13, 2024 at 7:00PM as the time for the public hearing to 
amend the FY23/24 Budget. Roll call vote. AYES: Brun-

scheon, Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes, Franck. NAYS: None. 
Motion carried.

Council received an update on the Readlyn Main Street 
Project on final items to be completed. Motion by Imbrog-
no and seconded by Franck to approve Pay Request #9 
in the amount of $4,751.55 to Dave Schmitt Construction, 
Inc. Roll call vote. AYES: Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes Franck, 
Brunscheon. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Discussion on handicapped parking spaces to be add-
ed on Main Street.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Franck to approve 
insurance renewal with EMC Insurance for the year be-
ginning April 1, 2024 to April 1, 2025. Total premium will 
increase from $63,329.00 to $69,402.00. It was noted the 
City of Readlyn did receive a dividend in the amount of 
$3,174.00 for the past year. Roll call vote. AYES: Imbrogno, 
Barnes, Franck, Brunscheon, Jones. NAYS: None. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Franck to approve 
liquor license and Sunday sales renewal for MKTC Enter-
prises, LLC dba Grump's, along with an outdoor service 
area and outdoor service area for Grump Days June 14 
& 15, 2024, subject to completion of paper work with the 
Alcoholic Beverages and Bremer County Building & Zon-
ing inspection. Roll call vote. AYES: Barnes, Franck, Brun-
scheon, Jones, Imbrogno. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Discussion on Spring Clean Up Days for 2024. Motion 
by Imbrogno and seconded by Brunscheon to approve split-
ting the city up with the residents on 4th Street and North to 
be picked up on May 6 by 8:00AM on the residences des-
ignated day. Residences south of 4th Street will be picked 
up on May 7 with items to be at the curb by 8:00AM. Items 
that need a sticker must be paid for prior to pick up. Roll 
call vote. AYES: Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes, 
Franck. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Discussion on the cleanup of the property that is now 
owned by the City of Readlyn at 110 Briggs. Motion by 
Franck and seconded by Brunscheon to adjourn. All said 
yes. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:00PM.

Dan Wedemeier, Mayor
ATTEST: Lois J Buhr, City Clerk
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Readlyn Community Library
We put the READ in Readlyn

Phone and Fax: 319-279-3432   Email: readlynlib@gmail.com   Website: www.readlyn.lib.ia.us     Text: 319-253-6802

Kimberly Hollon, Director            Beth Kingdon, Librarian

Services

Fax / Print / Scan
Conference Room

Test Proctoring
Interlibrary Loans

Internet/WiFi/3D Printing/
Notary Public/Basic Graphic

Design/ZOOM Meeting
Access

Services

Fax / Print / Scan
Conference Room

Test Proctoring
Interlibrary Loans

Internet/WiFi/3D Printing/
Notary Public/Basic Graphic

Design/ZOOM Meeting
Access

Hours
Mon - 10am - 7pm
Tue - 10am - 5pm
Wed - 10am - 5pm
Thurs - 10am - 7pm

Fri - 10am-5pm
Sat - 9am - 12pm

Sun - Closed

The Bremer County Health
Department holds Foot

Clinics on the 3rd Thursday
of every month. Call

319.352.0082 to make
an appointment

Memorial Donations

In Memory Of Kathryn Albrecht

In Memory of Troy Kuethe
‘Rex Jr. and Barbara Blaylock 

In Memory of Marlene Kuker
Kevin and Cathy Kuhrt

Andrea Buehler

Join us this Summer!
Ron & Louie Hartman

Jim and Karen Boehme

In Memory of Norbert and 
Mary Delagardelle

Connie and Roger Buhr

In Memory of Rick Wittenburg
Marva Schuldt

Summer Reading Kits will be available for
pickup anytime after May 30th.  Prizes will be

awarded for most books read!

SERVICES
Fax/Print/Scan

Conference Room
Test Proctoring

Interlibrary Loans
Internet/WiFi/3D Printing

Notary Public/Basic Graphic 
Design/ZOOM Meeting

Access

BW
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Hoping the beginning of your summer is amazing and everyone has fun Readlyn Days & Fairbank Days plans! 
We are squeezing a few weekend getaways in between Travel Ball, Rec Baseball, & T-Ball with all 3 little Jones kids +
Cody starting 7 on 7 & summer workouts with Football … oftentimes we don’t even know what day it is, but we are
loving every minute of it!

In early May I went to Kansas City to attend our firm’s “Prime Week” for internal and industry wide training. Leaders from private 
investment firms, Goldman Sachs, Charles Schwab & more were there to provide guidance and best practices no matter what the 
future of the markets hold. The synergy of being around some of the brightest minds in the industry is always my favorite part.

There are tenured advisors, brand new advisors, our compliance team, our marketing team, our investment team, our entire 
C-Suite team, & more in attendance so there is no doubt that we are aligned in making our clients’ interests our #1 priority.

Markets are still positive for the year (as of when I write this) so while the Fed 
continues to hold steady on interest rates, our investment team’s eyes remain 
on other factors like inflation, international tensions, domestic elections & other 
GDP related data. Breaking news, opinions, and predictions are plentiful; however, 
our team of analysts works very hard to shut out the noise, stick to the data, 
and tactically position our clients for all types of economic environments. We 
appreciate their constant insight and transparency and are very proud of their 
commitment to our clientele.

One last interesting fact about our firm: We have a BAND!

“Toxic Assets” is comprised of a few advisors, leaders from our trading desk & our 
accounting department, even our Chief Compliance Officer! They have won “Battle 
of the Bands” time and again in Kansas City competitions and
they’re an absolute blast to be around. . .

Best of all: their lead singer, Brad Holdhusen, has agreed to come play in Fairbank 
for a Special Edition of Music in the Park! He has come up from Kansas City to work with me and attend a Music in the Park once 
before and he is ecstatic to come back to the big stage as a headliner. We can’t wait!!

Advisory products and services offered by Investment Adviser Representatives through Prime Capital Investment Advisors, LLC (“PCIA”), a federally registered investment adviser. PCIA: 6201 College Blvd., Suite 150, Overland Park, KS 66211. 
PCIA doing business as Prime Capital Wealth Management (“PCWM”) and Qualified Plan Advisors (“QPA”). Certain services may be provided by affiliates of PCIA.

Save the date:

Music in the Park:
Prime Capital Investment Advisors Edition

Thursday, August 1st
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
@ The Gazebo Park, Fairbank

Food truck will be available!!

Hope to see you there!

We have a lot of fun but we DO work our butts off too!!
Find our market commentary with up-to-date industry information on our YouTube channel!

Brad Holdhusen
an advisor from our Overland Park office and an 
incredible solo guitar player and vocalist.
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News from Wapsie Valley Schools

Hello Wapsie Valley,
It is hard to believe that we are at the 

end of the month of May and school is out 
for the summer! Congratulations to all of 
our students who have competed in ath-
letics or extracurriculars this spring. Track 
and field was always one of my favorite 
activities and I have enjoyed being able to 
help out a little bit with some long jump-
ers this year. I was a varsity track coach 
at Independence and at Nodaway Valley 
during our times at those places and I also 
coached my son from 8th grade until he 
graduated. 

FY 25 Budget
The Wapsie Valley Board of Education 

has approved the budget for fiscal year 
2025. Below is a recap of some of the 
things that the district has made decisions 
on as well as the tax rate that the board 
has set: 

● $400,000 levied for cash reserves 
● $300,000 levied for the management 

fund

● Increase SAVE contribution to 
$275,000 toward debt levy

● Through retirement, attrition, and re-
duction 9 positions were affected for next 
year. This will equate to a cash savings of 
$453,486.

● FY 2024 Tax Rate $13.7063
● FY 2025 Tax Rate $13.7339
● Net Change $0.0276

Facilities Survey
Thank you to those who took the time 

to fill out our facilities survey online. 
We had approximately 100 responses! 
The WV board will go through a pri-
oritization exercise in May to set some 
priorities for the facilities at the JH/HS. 
Thanks again for taking the time to fill 
the survey out.

As always, if you have questions or 
concerns please feel free to contact me at 
choover@wapsievalleyschools.org or call 
319-638-6711.

Thank you and Go Warriors!
Chris Hoover, Superintendent

NEWS FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Leader Night in the Valley

Wapsie Valley Class of 2024 Clap-Out

Readlyn Elementary Senior Breakfast

2024 Prom Queen and Prom King,  
Kallie Franzen and Ian Buzynski
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Caring For Our Family, One Loving Heart at a Time.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

WINDOW POWER GUTTER
WASHING WASHING CLEANING

Create something that 
your future self will 
thank you for. 
Like prioritizing your 
financial goals. Putting 
together a financial plan 
and investment strategy 
today can help you achieve 
your dreams tomorrow. 
Let’s get started.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & 
Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des 
Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (8-21)

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

319-415-5989
davidmatthias.fbfsagents.com

Wapsie Valley Warriors junior high track teams run at state
Coach Austin Jeanes and several mem-

bers of the Wapsie Valley Junior High Girls 
Track team traveled to Waukee Northwest 
High School on Saturday, May 4.

The Iowa Association of Track Coach-
es (IATC) hosted its annual Mike Hen-
derson Middle School State Meet for 7th 
and 8th graders across the state.  Over 70 
schools were represented and divisions 
were by grade and school size – either 
large or small, with Wapsie participating 
in the small school division. 

This is the first time that Coach Jeanes 
has taken his track team members down 

to compete. The girls did not let the cold 
nor the rain stop them and made their sup-
porters proud by showcasing their talents 
to the fullest of their abilities.

Those who placed in the top 6 of each 
event scored team points and were award-
ed medals.  5 individual medals (Espyn 
Decker -3, Emry Shannon and Lola Des-
tival) and 4 relay medals were won. A 
school record was broken by the 4x100M 
relay team.  

When asked what their favorite memo-
ry of the year was, most girls said their ex-
perience at state. Coach Jeanes comment-
ed on the stellar hand-offs and how the 
girls had great focus all day long.  One of 
his favorite things was seeing Martha Ru-
lapaugh teach a young girl how to throw 
the discus. He said it was good to get a 

feel for what it would be like running at 
state in high school. 

The icing on the cake for the day was 
the 7th grade team coming home with the 
silver medal, scoring 50 points! 

7th Grade Results:
Layla Armstrong – 16th Discus 
Espyn Decker - 2nd Long Jump, 5th 200M Dash, 

6th 100M Dash
Lola Destival - 2nd Discus
Addison Franck – 30th 100M Dash
Arizona Franck – 15th 200M Hurdles 
Emry Shannon – 2nd 100M Hurdles, 9th 200M 

Hurdles 
Ashlyn Strottman – 17th 100M Hurdles, 28th 200M 

Dash 
Sprint Med Relay (Nora Schares, Talley Adair, Elly 

Stuber, Lola Destival) – 6th 
4 x 100M Relay (Lola Destival, Talley Adair, Elly 

Stuber, Espyn Decker) – 1st 
4 x 200M Relay (Lola Destival, Talley Adair, Nora 

Schares, Elly Stuber) – 3rd 
Shuttle Hurdle Relay (Addison Franck, Arizona 

Franck, Kaleah Belinsky, Emry Shannon) – 3rd
8th Grade Results:

Olivia Becker – 31st 100M Dash
Mira Behnke – 41st 200M Dash 
Kiana Hilsenbeck – 37th 800M Run  
Allie Lansing – 11th 100M Dash, 13th 200M Dash 
Martha Rulapaugh – 38th 100M Hurdles, 25th Dis-

cus 
Sprint Med Relay (Lexi Brunscheon, Sawyer Buhr, 

Whitney Destival, Adalynn Kane) – 16th 
4 x 100M Relay (Lexi Brunscheon, Sawyer Buhr, 

Olivia Becker, Allie Lansing) – 9th 
4 x 200M Relay (Lexi Brunscheon, Sawyer Buhr, 

Brinley Boehme, Allie Lansing) - 16th
4 x 800M Relay (Whitney Destival, Kiana Hilsen-

beck, Brinley Boehme, Adalynn Kane) – 9th 
Volunteer Rhino Cox also took four 

members of the WVJH Boys Track team 
to run in the boy’s division. Their meet 
was held at Waukee High School. They 
battled the cold and the rain as well to se-
cure a relay medal. 

8th Grade Results: 
Kiptyn Cox – 17th 200M Dash, 10th 400M Dash
Gavin Heinemann – 22nd 100M Dash 
4 x 100M Relay (Kiptyn Cox, Gavin Heinemann, 

Kaiden Bentley, Dayton Etringer) – 6th

Martha Rulapaugh instructs a youth on 
how to throw discus.

Boys 4 x 100M Relay – Dayton Etringer, Gavin Heinemann, 
Kaiden Bentley, Kiptyn Cox 

Girls 4 x 100M Relay broke a school record!  - Lola Destival, 
Talley Adair, Elly Stuber, Espyn Decker
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2024 Miss Readlyn Candidates
Addisyn Mcelhose is the daughter of 

Jaime and Mark Mcelhose and is spon-
sored by Quality Distributors. Band, choir, 
musicals, golf, FFA, and football and bas-
ketball cheer kept her busy in high school. 

As FFA 
president, 
she will be 
busy this 
summer 
attending 
county fairs 
as well as 
helping her 
aunt and 
uncle at 
their green-
house.

Addisyn 
would like 

to become a music teacher. Her passion 
for music and performing was fostered 
when a teacher opened up the musical 
door for her as well as challenged her to 
exceed in that department. 

As a personable and down-to-earth 
person, Addisyn is always willing to start 
a conversation to make people feel wel-
come. Regarding Readlyn’s strength, she 
appreciates the sense of safety created be-
cause people know one another and every-
one looks out for one another. As a result, 
she never feels uncomfortable.

***
LeeAnn Oltrogge’s parents are Ron 

and Denise Oltrogge; she is sponsored by 
Readlyn Farmers Co-Op. During the win-
ter, LeeAnn played club volleyball; other 
activities included track, FFA, chamber 
choir, and she was recently inducted into 
the National Honor Society. 

As captain of her club volleyball team 
and sentinel of her FFA chapter, LeeAnn 
learned the importance of leadership. Be-
sides leading the volleyball team, she was 

required to talk to the refs about calls if 
need be. As sentinel, she needed to make 
sure everything was prepared for events. 

Lee-
Ann’s fu-
ture plans 
include 
attending 
UNI to ma-
jor in ki-
nesiology 
exercise 
science/PT. 
Ten years 
from now 
she hopes 
working 
full-time 

using her degree from UNI will afford her 
the opportunity to own her own home in 
the Cedar Valley near family and friends. 

Rallying together and helping out with 
whatever needs to be done to make it a 
success is what she likes about Readlyn. 

***
Kylee Moulds’ parents are Dustin and 

Angie Moulds; TruServe is her sponsor. 
In high school, she was an active track, 
volleyball, student council, and honor so-

ciety mem-
ber. Sum-
mer plans 
include 
working at 
TruServe, 
playing vol-
leyball, and 
traveling 
with family 
and friends. 

Being 
coachable 
in sports 
and all as-

pects of her life has enabled her to take 

feedback and use it to make herself a bet-
ter person. This character strength will 
help her while pursuing a degree in busi-
ness at UNI and working a job in human 
relations after graduating while working 
her way up in a company. 

She appreciates how supportive Read-
lyn is.

***
Avery Jones is the daughter of Andrea 

and Joseph Jones and is sponsored by 
Grumpy’s. Volleyball and track were her 
high school activities where she had the 

support of 
a favorite 
teacher ac-
ademically. 
Being com-
passionate 
and caring 
about oth-
ers are her 
strengths. 

This 
summer 
you will 
find her 
hang-
ing with 

friends, playing volleyball, babysitting, 
and working at Grumpy’s. Avery’s future 
plans include attending college and in ten 
years she hopes to be settled into a career 
and maybe starting a family. 

She appreciates Readlyn’s friend-
ly people and great sense of community 
involvement that supports events such 
as Santa’s Visit, Easter Egg Hunt, and 
Grump Days.

***
Jaylin May is the daughter of James and 

Leslie May; Nick Tobey, DJ with a Beat, 
is her sponsor. Cross country, basketball, 
track, softball, football cheer, choir, the-

ater, Na-
tional Hon-
or Society, 
Leader in 
Me, Girl 
Scouts, and 
volunteer-
ing for the 
American 
Red Cross 
plus 150 
hours of 
volunteer-
ing in the 
community 

kept her very busy during her high school 
years. 

This summer, Jaylin plans to play soft-
ball and try to compete on an AAU track 
team out of Waterloo as well as hiking, 
kayaking, and helping her parents with 
yard work. After high school, she plans 
to attend a four-year college somewhere 
close pursuing her interests in physical 
therapy, music and/or sports related cours-
es. 

Jaylin feels her strengths include being 
a caring, positive, and respectful person. 
If there is a negative situation, she tries 
to lighten the mood. She welcomes oth-
er’s opinions even if they don’t agree with 
hers. 

Jaylin appreciates Readlyn’s trusting 
and welcoming environment.

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

Jaylin MayAddisyn Mcelhose

Kylee Moulds

LeeAnn Oltrogge

Avery Jones

RESB will have a booth at  
Readlyn Grump Days

Please check out the craft vendors as 
Readlyn Emergency Services Building 
(RESB) committee will have a booth set 
up. If you would like to see the current sta-
tion, check out the rigs and get a true feel 
of how limited we are on space, we are 

doing free tours! 
At the booth, we will also be raffling 

off a fire quilt! So stop by, ask us anything 
and check out our space. 

See page 13 of this week’s Readlyn 
Chronicle for an update on the RESB.

QUALITY DISTRIBUTORS
Crop Protection

Custom Application
Third Party Agronomy

Chemical & Fertilizer Sales
& Trucking

Seth Walker
CELL 319-352-1619

Tyler Hemer
CELL 319-269-7675

1508 190th Street 
Waverly, IA
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Take a break from your  
chores in 2024!

Readlyn Grump Days 2024
June 14, 15 & 16

Friday, June 14
8:00 am	 “Grumpsters” Readlyn Annual Golf Tourney
	 4-person best shot; Maple Hills, Tripoli Golf Course; 
	 Reservations call soon: (319) 882-4229 
4:00 pm	 Vendors’ Food Stands Open (park)	
4:30-7:00 pm	 Ice Cream (gazebo) Sponsored by Readlyn Savings Bank
5:00 pm	 Balloon Man  -  Darrel Anderson (park sidewalk) 
	 Sponsored by Ron and Judy Leistikow
	 Wapsie Valley FFA Pedal Pull (between park & school)  
	 Ages 10 and under 
6:00 pm	 Crowning Ceremony (tent) Remember your lawn chair
	 Little “Grumpsters”		
	 2024 Grump
	 2024 Miss Readlyn
7:00-8:30 pm	 Pepper Tourney (gazebo) No registration needed
8:00 pm-Closing	 Live Music by Jordan Beem (Street dance sponsored by 		
	 Grumpy’s) Main Street beer garden; no cover charge 
10:00 pm 	 Fireworks (Launched east of V49, across from the ball 			 
	 diamond.) Bring a lawn chair. Concessions available! 

Sponsored by: YOU & YOUR CAN DONATIONS!
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO DONATED!

Saturday, June 15
10:00 am	 PARADE						    
After Parade	 Food Stands Open
11:30 am-2:30 pm	 Grumpsters’ Vendor Fair (Main Street)
11:30 am-2:30 pm	 Kids in the Park - $10 wristbands; Bounce Houses, slides, 		
	 games with prizes, treasure island, and cake walk; face painting 	
	 by WV art
12:00-4:00 pm	 Spike Ball Tournament (City Park) Organized by Denver Lions 	
	 Club; no charge; prizes
1:00 pm	 Schafskopf Card Tournament (tent)
2:30-4:00 pm	 BINGO for all ages! (gazebo) No charge
	 Prizes sponsored by Ron & Judy Leistikow
8:00 pm-Closing	 Live Music by Mitchell Boevers & Nick Tobey (Street dance 	
	 sponsored by Grumpy’s) Main Street beer garden; no cover 		
	 charge

Sunday, June 16
9:00 am	 Community Church Service in the park with Pastor Miguel 	
	 Gonzalez-Feliciano from St. Paul’s & Immanuel Lutheran 		
	 Church. Remember your lawn chair!
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Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

Farmers Cooperative Company
Readlyn: 319-279-3396

Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F

SHOP
LOCAL!

Stop in 
today!

We carry food for: 
Rabbits, Cats, Dogs, Chickens, Sheep, Horses & More

Softener Salt: 
Delivery in town to those needing assistance

Cedar & Pine Chips
Bird Seed • Grass Seed • Lawn Fertilizer

Bagged Shell Corn

Jeffrey F. Arians, CPA
Quality Accounting Services 

1002 Broadway Street 
Waterloo, IA 50703

319-234-2813 
www.qasiowa.com

Trusted Accounting 
Services

for Individuals & Businesses

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC
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Jennifer Jaschen
Attorney At Law

4817 University Avenue, Suite D
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

jaschenlaw@outlook.com 
Phone: 319-553-3400

Legal Focus: Real Estate, Estate  
Planning, Wills, Trusts, Estates, 

& Business Administration.

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab is a non-profit  
28 licensed bed long-term care setting certified 
by Medicare and Medicaid.  We are committed 

to providing excellent care and support to 
residents, families, the community and our 

employees.  We provide skilled nursing, 
rehabilitative therapy services, continuous 

nursing care, social services and activity 
programs designed to meet various types  

of individual needs.  
Independently Owned & Operated

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd Street SW, Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-4269
trnuhome@butler-bremer.com

RESB is grateful to generous donors
The Readlyn Emergency Services 

Building committee would like to extend 
our deepest gratitude to the donors who 
generously contributed to our fundrais-
ing efforts for the construction of a new 
emergency services building last month: 
Barry & Lisa Wittenburg, Wells Hollow 
Landscaping, Elston Goodenbour, Kev-
in & Deanne Leistikow, Laverne & Judy 
Leistikow, Doug & Amy Sheppard, Tom 
& Cindy Hagenow, In Memory of Jerry 
Finder, In Memory of Troy Kuethe, Dan 
Schuldt, Zion Lutheran Church, James & 
Doris Wehling, Kathy Behnke, Brian & 
Dorothy Ott, Donna Sadler, In Memory 
of Kathy Albrecht, In Memory of Marlene 
Kuker, In Memory of Arlin Poock, Myron 
Lockard, Ron Strottmann and Dan & Deb 
Brunscheon. We are deeply grateful for 
your generosity.

RESB also hosted their first poker ride 
fundraising event. This event started at the 
station with free-will donation breakfast 
burritos (donated by Ben and Jess Ander-
son). The riders signed up for their poker 
cards and were able to start bidding on si-
lent auction items. From there, riders were 
able to make their way to different stops 
where they received stamps to later turn 
into cards to create a poker hand. The night 
ended at Grumpy’s where riders returned 
and were able to keep bidding on silent 
auction items and get their stamps turned 
in to make a poker hand. First, 2nd, and 3rd 

place poker hand winners were announced 
along with silent auction winners. This 
event secured a deposit of $13,322.33! 
There was a lot of behind-the-scene time 
and work put into this and it was great 
to see it all come together. Thank you to 
the Readlyn Fire and EMS crew and their 
families, Readlyn community members, 
Grumpy’s Bar and Event Center, all of the 
donated items for silent auction, and all of 
the communities near and far for coming 
out to support our fundraising efforts. 

We are in the final weeks to have your 
dollar matched thanks to our partnership 
with RTC Communications. As a remind-
er, RTC Communications has pledged to 
donate dollar for dollar until June 1 up to 
$100,000. We would like to be able to take 
full advantage of their generosity. Current-
ly, in our match bucket, we have raised 
$85,600 and again would love to be able 
to get to that $100,000 mark. Once this 
fundraising milestone is met, we still have 
much more to go so, please, keep your fi-
nancial support of this much needed proj-
ect coming!

If you were not able to attend the poker 
ride and have not been down 1st street, we 
have a sign up marking the future loca-
tion of the Readlyn Emergency Services 
Building! We are working on finishing 
the goal thermometer sign that will go up 
soon, too! New building location
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Deadline for the June 26 Chronicle 
is Thurs., June 13 at 5 PM 

 Send news to 
ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

What’s Cooking?
A recipe to share can be sent to 

billhorn@rtc279.com

Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor
Cell: (319) 269-5089

wendymohlis@gmail.com
300 S. State Street, Denver, IA

 
Born and raised in 

Bremer county!

Ready to find your new home?
 

 

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

Services:
Custom Welding

Power Equipment
Hydraulic Hoses

412 7th Street, Janesville
(319) 987-2801• Cell: (319) 230-7770

email: shop@stokeswelding.comwww.stokeswelding.com

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

Fettkether Fertilizer 
Co., LLC

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

Dunkerton, IA 
319-404-0064

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.
VANDAELE INSURANCE, INC.

greatrates@vandaeleins.com

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467 • Fairbank, IA 50629
319-635-2526 • Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.

Readlyn Area Housing
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

For More Information Contact
KarTay Apartment Management 319-334-7110

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider.

62 years of age or older, handicapped/disabled regardless of age
• Very Low or Low-Income Families • One or Two Bedrooms - Ground Level 

• Stove & Refrigerator Furnished • Laundry Facilities On Site
• All Electric Units with Thermostat in Each Room
• Ample Closet Space  • Rent Based on Income

Million Dollar Mac & Cheese
▢ 8 ounces elbow macaroni
▢ 3 tablespoons butter
▢ 1/4 cup all-purpose flour
▢ 1 3/4 cup milk
▢ 1/4 cup heavy cream
▢ 10 ounces cheddar freshly grated
▢ 1 teaspoon salt
▢ 1/2 teaspoon black pepper
For layering:
▢ 1/4 cup melted butter
▢ 1/3 cup sour cream
▢ 3 ounces Havarti freshly grated
▢ 3 ounces gruyere freshly grated
For the bread crumb topping:
▢ ½ cup Panko bread crumbs
▢ 1 tablespoon butter melted
▢ 1/2 teaspoon garlic salt
▢ 1 tablespoon parsley minced
Instructions:
Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
Bring a large pot of water to a rolling 

boil. Cook pasta for one minute less than 
package directions state. Drain.

While macaroni is cooking, melt 3 ta-
blespoons of butter in a medium sized pot 
and add the flour. Cook, whisking con-
stantly, over medium heat for 1 minute.

Continue whisking and slowly pour in 
the milk and cream. Cook over medium 
heat for another 2 minutes until thickened 
and smooth.

Remove from the heat and stir in the 
cheddar, salt, and pepper. Continue stir-
ring until smooth and creamy.  Add the 
cooked macaroni to the cheese sauce and 
stir to coat. Taste and season with addi-
tional salt and pepper, if needed.

To layer the dish:
Pour melted butter into the bottom of 

a 2-quart baking dish. Spoon half of the 
macaroni and cheese over the top. Spread 
the sour cream over the macaroni and 
cheese. Sprinkle with the Havarti and 
gruyere.

Spoon remaining macaroni and cheese 
over the top.

To make the topping: Stir together 
the Panko, melted butter, garlic salt, and 
parsley to make the bread crumb topping. 
Sprinkle over the macaroni and cheese.

To bake:
Bake for 25 minutes or until the sauce 

is bubbly and the top is as browned as 
you'd like.  Serve immediately.
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“A Salty Experience”
By Eric Johnston 
Ejohnston@mossyoakprostaff.com 

As we move towards summer, my mind 
is on tournament fishing and summer land 
chores and all my daily duties. But, for a 
moment this month, I’m going to take you 
on an adventure my family and I went on in 
late March and early April.

This journey started in early December 
2023 as my wife, Aubrey, and I started to 
plan our family vacation for 2024. A cou-
ple years back, we were able to make our 
way to Gulf Shores, Alabama, and had a 
fantastic time and yearned to visit once 
again. That trip was our first time ever to 
the area and everything was new to us and 
we wanted to expand upon what the area 
has to offer. As we sat together at the din-
ing room table, laptop open on that cold, 
snowy, Iowa December day, we dreamed 
of warm, southern Alabama days. We de-
cided on a great deal on a week’s stay in 
Orange Beach, three miles away from Gulf 
Shores right on the beach. We decided to 
have a vacation with no set itinerary and 
relax as much as possible. 

As the trip neared, I started to dream of 
fishing the area. I didn’t, however, want 
to pay a guide and be told how to do it. 
Instead, I began researching online shore 
fishing in the area in public waters. In 
2022, we had visited Gulf Shores State 
Park, which has a fishing jetty we walked 
out on and, at the time, just watched people 
fish. This time, I had notions of trying my 
luck there. 

When I started researching it for li-
censing etc., I discovered it is closed until 
November 2024 to complete repairs from 
hurricane damage in 2020. So that was out, 
and I began to research other areas. I soon 
came across an Orange Beach walkway 
near the bridge on the east side of Orange 

Beach called Perdido Pass. I learned it’s a 
public fishing area with accommodations 
of a paved walkway, guardrails, and, for 
the more adventurous, a rocky fishing jetty 
that extends a ways out into the ocean. To 
top it off, it’s a mere 4-minute drive from 
the hotel we were staying at. 

I began to get quite excited and started 
dreaming of saltwater catches and studying 
the area online and acquiring all the info 
I could online and even found a Facebook 
page dedicated to fishing the area! Me be-
ing me, I also researched all the laws and 
regulations of the area. 

I learned, in Alabama, I could purchase 
a seven-day Alabama saltwater fishing li-
cense and easily do it all over the counter at 
the local Walmart. I then researched the lo-
cal species of fish most commonly caught 
at Perdido Pass in the month of March. 
What I found was to expect Pinfish, Span-
ish Mackerel, Drum, Flounder, and some 
Redfish. I was familiar with Redfish as I 
had fished for and caught one on my first 
trip to Texas a few years ago. The other 
species I studied and assembled a small 
tackle assortment and added a couple fish-
ing reels to the gear. 

Upon TSA research, I found I was le-
gal to travel with this gear in my carry-on 
in the plane as we flew to Alabama. Now 
the plans were set, and I think even Aubrey 
was excited about me fishing on this trip 
as she witnessed just how excited I got for 
it. The time finally came for our trip and 
we flew out of Cedar Rapids to Charlotte 
and from Charlotte to Pensacola, Florida. 
After arriving, we picked up our rental car 
and were on our way to Orange Beach! The 
three of us pointed out various things and 
sights on the short hour drive and, as we 
came into Orange Beach, I laid eyes on 
Perdido Pass! I could see folks fishing and 
the clear blue water glistening in the sun! 

“We’re here!” I said nearly gasping in re-
lief of a long overdue family vacation for 
the three of us. 

We made our way first to the store and 
stocked up on supplies for the week and I 
purchased my fishing license and a couple 
rods for my reels and, of course, some bait 
for saltwater consisting of shrimp, sand 
fleas, and smelt. I had never seen sand fleas 
before and the name suits them — a nasty 
flea-looking creature the size of a quarter. I 
was honestly happy they were not live bait. 

Once at the hotel, we spent that after-
noon enjoying the beach and relaxing al-
though I did rig my fishing rods and tackle 
in preparation for fishing. The next day, the 
girls decided to go shopping, so I had them 
drop me off at the pass. I baited up one rod 
with shrimp and cast out and let it settle on 
the bottom, or so I thought. One element 
we don’t deal with locally is tide. On this 
day, the tide was going out and I quickly 
realized how much current in the water this 
created. It took me three ounces of weight 
to get my bait to stop on the bottom. In 
my world, three ounces may as well be a 
pound. Casting out was like tying a shoe to 
my line and launching it. 

After I had the weight figured out, I 
immediately started getting little bites but 
could never hook up and, when I’d reel up, 
all my bait was gone. A local was fishing 
a short distance away and I watched him 
reel in some smaller looking fish and asked 
him what he was catching. He relayed to 
me they were pinfish and they are similar 
to a bluegill or crappie to us in Iowa. 

After a couple hours of fishing and no 
fish caught, I left feeling a tad rejected, but 
determined to learn what I needed to catch 
fish here. Returning to the hotel, I made my 
way across the street to a local bait shop. 
Behind the counter was a very knowledge-
able local that set me up with the proper rig 
for pinfish which consisted of a series of 
ice fishing sized jigs all tied together. He 
told me to tie a weight to the bottom, add 
a small piece of shrimp to each hook and 
go have a blast! He also told me now was 
the time to get in on the Spanish Mackerel 
run each day on an incoming tide. He set 
me up with a lure called a “Gotcha” — it 
looked like a piece of 3/8s diameter metal 
tube, two treble hooks and a bright orange 
weight at the front. He told me on incom-
ing tide to throw it as far out as possible 
and reel it in fast while pumping the fishing 
rod in a downward motion. 

The next day I made my way to the pass 
and wasn’t there on an incoming tide but 
started fishing near the bridge and targeted 
pinfish. I utilized the bait shop worker’s ad-
vice and quickly caught my first pinfish!! I 
was so excited to make it work! I got right 
back at it and started catching two and 
sometimes three at a time with the multi-
hook rig from the bait shop. 

While having this fun, I met  a young 
couple named John and Kendra fishing 
next to me. They were local and fished here 
all the time. They asked where I was from 
and became very interested in what fishing 
was like in Iowa and especially the Missis-

sippi River. It was so fun sharing  fishing 
stories with each other and, while talking, 
Kendra’s rod got a huge bite and she set the 
hook! After a lengthy battle, she reeled up 
a great looking flounder!! I congratulated 
them and snapped a picture. 

On my way back to the hotel I felt re-
ally good as I was learning some saltwater 
fishing and accomplishing some goals. Up 
next was catching the elusive Mackerel. 
The next day was Easter, so I stayed with 
Aub and Delana all day, hanging out on the 
beach and enjoying family time. During 
the day I did, however, check the tide 
schedule. An incoming tide was due short-
ly before sunrise and I decided to get up 
early to be there for it. 

I arrived in the dark the next morning 
and settled into a spot at the pass. A guy 
next to me said, “Were you here yester-
day for the phenomenal Spanish Mackerel 
run?” I said, “No, I wasn’t.” He then re-
layed to me the fishing was phenomenal 
and nearly everyone down the wall caught 
multiple fish and he was hoping for another 
day like it. I started casting the Gotcha plug 
and, after an hour into daylight and arms 
getting tired from all the casting and work-
ing the bait in, I began to think of the all-
too-famous line in fishing. “Shoulda been 
here yesterday!” Yep, I missed it, I thought, 
when suddenly something hammered my 
plug nearly pulling the rod out of my hand! 
I carefully fought the fish and swung him 
ashore!! 

My first Spanish Mackerel!!! I was 
pumped! I snapped a quick picture and got 
right back to casting in hopes it was a run. 
Unfortunately, it ended up being a one-hit 
wonder and no more bites came that morn-
ing. But!! That was OK as I had accom-
plished my goal and had put together a do-
it-yourself saltwater adventure and caught 
some of the fish I had set out to and learned 
so much for next time! 

This was a very memorable trip for 
family time and fishing. I’ll definitely re-
turn there in the future. So, this month, I’ll 
leave you with this, try something outside 
of your normal in the outdoors as I did here 
and I promise you it’ll add some fire to you 
to learn new things! And until next time, 
GET OUTDOORS!!



Page 16	 Readlyn Chronicle	 Wednesday, May 29, 2024

BW

Ag Resources
Bayer Crop Science 

David R. Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Farmers Co-op 
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Nutrien
(319) 352-4421 www.nutrien.com
3601 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Advanced Realtors®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Jennifer Jaschen - Attorney at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
jaschenlaw@outlook.com

(319) 553-3400

Fischels Residential Group
Joe Leehey, Residential Broker

(319) 415-7349
 joe@� schelsgroup.com
www.� schelsgroup.com

3510 Kimball Ave. Ste. H, Waterloo, IA 
50702 • Tel: (319) 234-5000 

Re/Max Alliance
Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor

319-269-5089
300 S. State St., Denver
wendymohlis@gmail.com

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

hartmanlouie@gmail.com
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

O�  ce 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
101 39th St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3917

Gingerich Roofi ng Solutions
1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton 

319-505-3938

Ken’s Electric Inc.
Electric • HVAC • Solar

319.283.4221 • kenselectric.com

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Denver Family Dental
131 Tower St., Denver

319-984-6191

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

Fidelity Bank & Trust
Adam Schaufenbuel  Waverly 

319-483-1001
Megan Niewoehner   Oelwein 

319-283-2524

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340 www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Quality Accounting Services
1002 Broadway St., Waterloo

(319) 234-2813 www.qasiowa.com

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

American Savings Bank-Tripoli
312 S. Main St. • (319) 882-4279

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Security State Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Food and
Restaurants
Grumpy’s Bar & Event Center

Main Street, Readlyn, IA

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plain� eld 

(319) 275-4528

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
239 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
O�  ce: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery

Tiedt Nursery 
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0418

Wells Hollow Landscaping
(319) 404-9133

Ask for Zach Kuhlmann or Matt Wells
www.wellshollowlandscaping.com

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave. 
(319) 279-3363

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. 
 (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses

Drew Power Washing
Windows & Gutter Cleaning Specialist

319-559-1136 

Echovision Inc.-U.S. Cellular 
Authorized Agent

1022 Skyler, Denver • 319-243-8100 

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA 

(319) 635-2311 (888) 282-9992 
www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

CHRONICLE
 Sponsorship
DIRECTORY

Join us in becoming a 

Friend of the Chronicle! 
Randy Abbas 

Readlyn Senior Citizens 
DA Acres - Leistikow Family 

LaVerne Leistikow
Dani Sauerbrei 

Charlie Albrecht
Mike & Sue Kirchoff

Grace Kuethe
Call Ron Leistikow for details!  (319) 279-3548
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Owner
Jon Elsamiller

“Family owned and operated since 1983”

101 39th St. NE
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

www.elsamillerelectric.com

David R. Wheeler
8234 E. Marquis Rd., Fairbank, IA 

(319) 230-1029

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

340 S. State St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5691

denverdrugandphoto.comPO Box B, 103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301

or 1-800-428-5808

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.

Obituaries
Marlys Mae Minnaert

Marlys Mae Minnaert, 94,of Waverly, 
Iowa, passed away early Saturday morn-

ing, May 11, 2024 
at Bartels Lutheran 
Retirement Com-
munity in Waverly.

Marlys was 
born on Decem-
ber 26, 1929, in 
Readlyn, Iowa, 
the daughter of 
Frieda (Moeller) 
and Herbert Otto. 
She graduated 
from Readlyn 

High School in 1947 and, on August 14, 
1949, was united in marriage to Robert E. 
Minnaert at Immanuel Lutheran Church-
Klinger. The couple made their home in 
Readlyn until 1973 when they moved to 
Waverly. Marlys enjoyed her 30-year ca-
reer working in the quality control depart-
ment at Nestle in Waverly.

Marlys was a member of St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church and the American Le-
gion Auxiliary. She loved to play cards 
and volunteer. She volunteered in the gift 
shops and cafeterias at the Waverly Health 
Center and Allen Hospital. She also cro-
cheted and donated hundreds of prayer 
shawls, baby blankets and infant stock-
ing caps for the hospitals. Marlys enjoyed 
sports and watching the Chicago Cubs, es-
pecially at Wrigley Field in earlier years. 
She and Bob made many memories camp-

ing with Dave and Jeff after the girls were 
grown. Later, many more memories were 
made during annual mother-daughter ad-
ventures.

Marlys is survived by her five chil-
dren, Terri Minnaert of Lemont, Illinois, 
Debbie (Fred) DeLaria of Johnston, Iowa, 
Jody (Marty) Sprock of West Des Moines, 
Iowa, Dave (Angie) Minnaert of Waver-
ly, Iowa and Jeff Minnaert of Terre Haute, 
Indiana; 9 grandchildren, Chad, Danielle, 
Megan, Jamie, Natasha, Missy, Jaclyn, 
Kristin and Katelyn; 15 great-grandchil-
dren; one great-great-granddaughter; three 
siblings, LaVonne Horman of Columbus, 
Ohio, Dorothy Rundle of Sumner, Iowa, 
and Jim (Janet) Otto of Arizona; and many 
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in 
death by her husband of nearly 57 years, 
Bob; her parents; four sisters, Bever-
ly Bellile, Janette Wolff, Sandra Jerke, 
and infant sister, Cynthia Otto; an infant 
brother, Thomas Otto; and a niece, Camil-
la Horman.

Funeral services were held at 2:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, May 16, 2024, at the Good 
Shepherd Chapel, Bartels, with Pastor 
Mike Blair officiating. Visitation was one 
hour prior to the service at the chapel. 
Burial followed in the Harlington Cem-
etery in Waverly. In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be left to Marlys's family for 
later designation and online condolences 
may be left at www.kaisercorson.com.
Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in Waverly 
assisted the family.

Arlin Arthur Poock
Arlin Arthur Poock, age 94, of Read-

lyn, Iowa, died Thursday, April 18, 2024, 
at New Aldaya 
Lifescapes in Ce-
dar Falls, Iowa.

Arlin was born 
on April 20, 1929, 
near Klinger, Iowa, 
the son of Theo-
dore and Amelia 
(Herman) Poock. 
He was baptized 
on May 5, 1929, 
and confirmed on 
May 23, 1943, at 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Klinger. He 
graduated from Readlyn High School 
in 1947. Arlin was then drafted into the 
United States Army serving in Korea from 
January 10, 1951 to December 28, 1952. 
Upon being discharged, he returned to the 
Readlyn area where he worked for his dad 
at the Klinger Store. He took ownership 
of the Klinger Store after his dad’s pass-
ing in 1959. On April 2, 1961, Arlin was 
united in marriage to Patricia Clubine in 
Dunkerton, Iowa. The couple would con-
tinue operating the Klinger Store for six-
ty-plus years which had been in the family 
for over one hundred years. They recently 

retired due to declining health.
Arlin was a lifelong member of Im-

manuel Lutheran Church Klinger, where 
he served as church treasurer for 28 years 
and Deacon for three years. 

Arlin’s memory is honored by his wife, 
Patricia Poock of Readlyn; two daugh-
ters, Karla (Barry) Westbrook of Denver, 
Iowa and Claudia (Jeff) Owens of Chari-
ton, Iowa; a son, Keith (Suzy) Poock of 
Ankeny, Iowa; six grandchildren, Paige 
Westbrook of Denver, Jamison and Clay-
ton Owens of Chariton, and Andrew, Elis-
abeth, and Ethan Poock of Ankeny; and 
a sister, Darlys Milius of Denver, Iowa.  
He was preceded in death by his parents; 
brother, Walter Poock; and four sisters, 
Florence Everding, Melba Kuhlmann, 
Ruth Lehs, and Norma Bergman.

Visitation was held on Monday, April 
22, at Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in 
Readlyn from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. and one 
hour prior to the funeral at the church.   
Funeral service were held at 10:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, April 23, at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church Klinger in rural Readlyn, Iowa.  
Burial followed in the church cemetery.  
Memorials may be directed to Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Community Lutheran 
School, or donor’s choice. Online condo-
lences may be left at www.kaisercorson.
com. 

Send news of your hometown to: 
readlynchronicle@gmail.com

Deadline for June 26 
Readlyn Chronicle is June 13
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SOLD

SOLD

THINKING OF SELLING… 
CALL ME …. 

I  NEED LISTINGS!

2005 SPENCER ST., GRINNELL
SHARP RANCH - NEW PRICE, $320,000!

3 BEDRMS, 2.5 BATHS, XL GAR W/HEAT/AIR, FULL 
FINISHED BSMNT, LL FAMILY RM, NON-CON-

FORMING 4TH BEDRM/HOME OFFICE, GENERA-
TOR, MANY RECENT UPDATES, JUST MOVE IN -

NEXT TO CITY PARK - DON’T MISS OUT.

118 - 7TH ST SW, OEL - $79,900

COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES GALORE!
NEW  PRICE  $175,000!  CALL TODAY!
Spacious Building, great for Retail or Other

Businesses! Extra Income possible with
Renting Warehouse spaces or build Storage

Unit Bldgs. Located on 1.47 Acres M/L
Maynard, next to Casey’s on Hwy 150.

GINGERICH
Roofi ng Solutions

Metal • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings
Siding • Pole Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
319.505.3938

1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd.
Hazleton, IA 50641

Jason and Arieana Peterson are owners of The Outpost
Jason and Arieana Peterson are now the 

owners of The Outpost, formerly the Oran 
Tap. 

Jason grew up in the area and graduated 
from Wapsie Valley and Arieana grew up in 
Independence and graduated from there. They 
have lived in Oran for the past five years with 
their two sons, Noah and Grayson. 

We appreciate the warmth and hospitality 
of the locals and do not foresee ourselves relo-
cating. We previously visited the Oran bar of-
ten to eat, which, unfortunately, closed down. 
However, we saw potential in it and decided 
to invest in it, renovate it, and reopen it. We 
wanted a nice place for people to gather, re-

lax, and have fun. Jason had always dreamed 
of owning a bar, and Arieana, who grew up 
in the restaurant and bar industry, wanted to 
establish a place of her own. Her parents own 
Arianna's Kitchen & Old Rush Park Tavern in 
Independence.

We have thoroughly renovated the bar to 
optimize the space and we have continuous 
projects we’re working on. We removed the 
walk-in cooler and relocated the bar to that 
area, moved the furnace to the back, installed 
new drywall, lam beams, air ducts, etc. Ad-
ditionally, we added a pool table next to our 
gambling machines and ATM. 

We intend to commence food service soon, 

once our kitchen renovations are complete. 
Our menu will feature simple bar food such as 
burgers and appetizers. We offer an array of 
beverages, including beer and various liquors.

Our business hours are as follows: closed 
on Mondays and Tuesdays; open from 11 
a.m. to midnight (unless busy, then 2 a.m.) 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays, open from 11 
a.m. to 2 a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, and 
open from 11 a.m. to midnight (unless busy, 2 
a.m.) on Sundays. 

We are excited about this new venture and 
the opportunities it presents. We hope to put 
Oran, Iowa back on the map for a place the 
community can enjoy. Jason and Arieana Peterson

131 Tower Street, Denver • 319-984-6191
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule your appointment in Denver today!

“OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS”
Robert R. Pipho, D.D.S. • Brendon T. Boerm, D.D.S.

C AND K GARDEN SOLUTIONS LLC
2508 Viking Ave., Fairbank, IA 50629

Phone: 319-939-4112
Email: ckjeanes@gmail.com
Garden Tilling — Plowing — Cultivating

Lawn Mowing — Snow Removal — Backhoe
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The Contest ~ Harvest 2023
On Thursday, February 29, 2024 at Ma-

ple Hills Country Club, Tripoli, the awards 
banquet was held for the 33rd Annual Read-
lyn Savings Bank & American Savings 
Bank Bremer County Master Corn & Soy-
bean Growers’ Yield Contest: a.k.a. “The 
Contest.” Years ago, there were a number 
of such county yield contests but today 
“The Contest” is the only one of its kind 
in Bremer County – and perhaps the entire 
state of Iowa. 

Sponsored by Readlyn Savings Bank, 
The Contest is a friendly competition be-
tween area farmers. The Contest Banquet 
provides Bremer County area farmers an 
evening of camaraderie and celebration of 
the previous year’s harvest: Harvest 2023. 
The Banquet, held annually before spring, 
was graciously hosted by Maple Hills bar 
staff with Frederika Locker providing a su-
perb prime rib buffet dinner and dessert. 

Traditionally, to help kick things off, the 
first award of the night is always the Ver-
non L. Tonne Spirit of the Contest Award. 
The Award annually honors the long-time, 
enthusiastic and good-natured participation 
of the Master Grower who exemplifies The 
Spirit of the Contest. “The Vernon” this year 
went to Wapsie Farms Partnership, which 
includes Kevin Leistikow, Kurt Leistikow, 
Marty Marticoff and Aaron Matthias. Wap-
sie Farms partnership, and its members, 
have been participating for many years.  
The Spirit Award recognizes Wapsie Farm’s 
enthusiasm for The Contest as well as their 
passion for farming and commitment to one 
another through their partnership.

Following dinner, the bank heard from 
agronomist Jon Jaschen with Heritage Ag 
Research, Inc. in Fairbank. Jaschen visited 
with approximately 50 banquet attendees re-
garding trends in pest management and crop 
stress research. 

To wrap up the evening, Bank officer Ed 
Traeger presented the Harvest 2023 awards. 
The Bank was also represented by Dani Sau-
erbrei, Mackenzie Joerger, Cassie Munson, 
Kim Alcantara, and Cody Funk.

Harvest 2023 consisted of a total of 21 
different farmers conducting 31 yield checks 

in the 4 Contest Divisions: 15 conventional 
corn, 7 no-till corn, 4 conventional beans and 
5 no-till beans. The Contest’s official yield 
checker, Charlie Albrecht, certifies each 
yield entry while his wife, Wilda, accompa-
nies him to take beautiful harvest-time pho-
tos. Charlie collects data on such variables 
as seed company brand and hybrid number, 
traits, dates of planting and harvesting, row 
spacing, population, as well as applications 
of fertilizers, herbicides, and fungicides. But 
ultimately, the determining factor to win-
ning The Contest is bushels per acre. 

Highlights from the results include S & M 
Boevers winning top honors in Convention-
al Beans with a yield of 72.27 bushels per 
acre. Not to be outdone, Wapsie Farms, the 
2023 Vernon winner, was this year’s Grand 
Champ in No-Till Beans posting an incred-
ible yield of 80.38 which narrowly beat the 
second place yield of 80.14, harvested by 
Brad Steege. Meanwhile, history was made 
with corn yields breaking the mark of 300 
bushels per acre for the first time. In fact, 4 
yield checks broke 300 bushels! (Please see 
below for Top-3 yields in each of the 4 divi-
sions.) The high yields combined with the 
fact that it was one of the driest years in re-
cent memory and a beautiful harvest season 
all make 2023 a Harvest to remember! 

In closing remarks, the Bank’s represen-
tatives congratulated the winners, thanked 
all the farmers who entered The Contest, 
and thanked everyone who helped make the 
evening possible. 

Readlyn Savings Bank (including Amer-
ican Savings Bank in Tripoli, a branch of 
Readlyn Savings Bank) specializes in ag-
ricultural lending, as well as commercial, 
consumer, and real estate loans. The local, 
independent Bank is dedicated to the com-
munities they serve and is proud to keep the 
tradition of The Contest going. Anyone inter-
ested in more information about The Contest 
may contact Doug Sheppard at Readlyn Sav-
ings Bank at 319-279-3321 or Cody Funk at 
American Savings Bank at 319-882-4279.

The Top-3 yields and average yield in 
each Division of The Contest for Harvest 
2023 are shown below:

Conventional Beans 
Contestant Town Yield Variety 

Contest Average 4 Farmers 

Conventional Corn 
Contestant Town Yield Variety 

Contest Average 15 Farmers 

No Till Bean 
Contestant Town Yield Variety 

Contest Average 5 Farmers 

No Till Corn 
Contestant Town Yield Variety 

Contest Average 7 Farmers 

Spirit Award Winners - Kurt Leistikow, Aaron Matthias, and RSB President Emeritus, 
Ed Traeger

No-Till Beans Champs - Jeremy Ebaugh, Brad Steege, Aaron Matthias, RSB’s Ed Trae-
ger

Conventional Beans, RSB Loan Officer Cody Funk, Dave Schumacher, Dean Buhr, 
Mitchell Boevers, RSB’s Ed Traeger

No-Till Corn Champs, Dean Buhr, Brad Steege, Jason Moellers with RSB’s Ed Traeger 
and Cody Funk

Conventional Corn Champs, Jason Moellers, Mitchell Boevers, David O’Brien with 
RSB’s Ed Traeger and Cody Funk



Page 20	 Readlyn Chronicle	 Wednesday, May 29, 2024

Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s  
Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Sunday services 8:00 AM

Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street, Readlyn 

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 8:30 a.m.

Mary-Martha Circle 
1st Wednesday 7 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Sunday Services 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:05 - 9:45 a.m.
Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday

Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.

Wapsie Valley School Board Meeting  
April 15, 2024

Wapsie Valley CSD 
Public Hearing & Regular Board Meeting Minutes

April 15, 2024
Pledge of Allegiance
1. President Wolfe called the Public Hearing on the 24-25 Budget 

and FY 24 Amendment to order at 6:31 PM. Roll call-Aiello-Aye, Auel-
Aye, & Wolfe-Aye, Kaufman & Sauerbrei (excused) Motion carried 3-0

A. Directors: Aiello, Auel, & Wolfe, Kaufman & Sauerbrei (ex-
cused) Declared a quorum

B. Superintendent Hoover, Secretary Arndt & Principals Myers, 
Murphy, & Forsyth

C. Others: Vaughn Gross, Amy Stessman, and Jody Busch
2. Mr. Hoover presented FY25 Budget overview and Secretary 

Arndt presented FY24 Amendment - Discussion was held on proposed 
tax rate, & SAVE dollars transferred to Debt service for bond payment. 

3. No public comment on the FY25 Budget or the FY24 Amend-
ment 

4. Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Auel to close the Public Hearing 
and adjourn at 6:45 PM-Roll Call-Aiello-Aye, Auel-Aye, & Wolfe-Aye 
Motion carried 3-0

1. President Wolfe called the Regular Meeting of the Board to 
order at 6.45 PM. 

2. Moved by Auel, Seconded by Aiello to approve the amended 
agenda adding Spotlight in Education after Public Comment as pre-
sented. Motion carried 3-0 

3. Public Comment:  None
4. Spotlight on Education-Amy Stessman and Jody Busch pre-

sented on Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling 
(LETRS) and how beneficial it is for students and teachers. Thanks to 
the board for allowing WV to be a part of the in-depth knowledge and 
tools LETRS provides.

5. Consent Items: Moved by Auel, Seconded by Aiello to approve 
the consent items including the bills being reviewed by Auel and Sa-
mantha Jans request to open enroll her 6th grade daughter from Oel-
wein to WV immediately as presented Motion carried 3-0 

6. Communication & Reports: Board: None
Superintendent: Report included softball lights update, PK/TK 

combined classroom, JH/HS facilities, NICL, Admission prices, & leg-
islative updates

District - Report included professional development, & learning 
opportunities.

PK-12 Principals: Report included DARE program, Iowa State 
football player visitor, PK, TK, & Kindergarten open house, literacy 
week, leader night, FFA state convention, FCCLA & FFA buckle up or 
eat glass, prom safety, leader in me, & SAMI process

7. Personnel-Resignation: Moved by Auel, Seconded by Aiello 
to approve the resignations of Duane Bentley-Bus Driver-23-24 Early 
Retirement, Brenda Roberts-JH Volleyball & Co-Head Golf, & Emily 
Redden-5-12 Band Teacher-effective end of 23-24 school year and 
thank them for their service to the students and staff at Wapsie Valley. 
Motion carried 3-0

Contracts: None
8. New Business: Moved by Aiello Seconded by Auel to approve 

FY25 Budget with a tax rate of $13.73392 & Amended Budget for FY24 
increasing Total Support Services, & Total Other Expenditures due to 
increased expenditures as presented. Motion carried 3-0 

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Auel to approve the Budget 
Guarantee that will levy property tax for FY25 for the regular program 
budget adjustment as allowed under section 257.14, Code of Iowa as 
presented. Motion carried 3-0 

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Aiello to approve the 2024 anticipat-
ed graduates as presented. Motion carried 3-0

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Aiello to approve the sharing of girls 
tennis with Oelwein for the 23-24 & 24-25 school year as presented. 
Motion carried 3-0

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Auel to approve the following shar-
ing agreements with Central Rivers AEA for FY25-IT Managed Ser-
vices (3 days a week-$77,250), Work Based Learning Coordinator, & 
Multi-Occupations Coordinator (MOC) estimated 40 days - $23,611 as 
presented. Motion carried 3-0

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Auel to approve the Vocal/Band 
trip to New York City May 26 - May 31, 2025, as presented. Motion 
carried 3-0

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Aiello to approve a combined trip 
with Tripoli and WV students to Barcelona, Madrid, & Andalusia Spain 
June 24 - July 3, 2026, as presented. Motion carried 3-0

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Auel to approve the purchase of 
football helmets ($9,549.46) from general fund for the 24 season as 
presented. Motion carried 3-0

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Aiello to approve the 23-24 Certified 
& Classified early retirement packages with updating the deadline date 
to Superintendent's discretion as presented. Motion carried 3-0

Renewing SU Insurance Equipment Breakdown insurance for 
FY25 (103,166) died due to lack of motion.

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Auel to approve the change order 
for Softball lights due to adverse soil conditions when digging poles up 
to $16,000 as presented. Motion carried 3-0

9. Board Talking Points - Aiello asked about the gun-carrying law 
and how it impacted schools.  Schools have local control over carrying 
a concealed weapon

10. Moved by Auel, Seconded by Aiello to adjourn at 7:21 PM. 
Motion carried 3-0 

Respectfully submitted-Kim Arndt
April 15, 2024 Board Bills 

AGVANTAGE 5187.44 AHLERS & COONEY 291.5 ALLIANT ENER-
GY 348.46 Amazon 21.1 ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY 135.72 AUDIBLE 
8.51 BARNES & NOBLE 5054.32 BELLIS, MCKAYLA 875.69 BLACK 
HAWK SPRINKLERS 355 BLACK HILLS ENERGY 235.08 BREMER 
COUNTY DARE 395.01 BREMER COUNTY SHERIFF 3000 BUTLER 
COUNTY REC 3508.09 CAPITAL ONE 402.9 CENTRAL IA DIST 
3121 Central Rivers AEA 75 CHEMSEARCH 216.66 CITY LAUNDRY 
1258.16 CITY OF FAIRBANK 3695.98 CITY OF READLYN 3351.92 
COLUMN SOFTWARE 227.89 CY & CHARLEY'S 454.39 DON'S 
TRUCK 3.72 Employee Benefit Systems 85739.34 ESPECIAL NEEDS 
249.95 FAREWAY 200.21 Farmers Coop 51.5 Flinn Scientific 103.39 
HAWKEYE COMM CLGE 58014.45 HOMETOWN PEST CNTRL 96 
HYATT REGENCY 144.48 IA DHS 2851.01 IA REGIONAL UTILITIES 
467 IA TESTING PROGRAMS 1736 JOHNSON, ERIN 81.25 KEN-
WORTHY, STOREY 41.38 KLUESNER SANITATION 640 KWIK TRIP 
18.77 LEARNING A TO Z 132 LITTLE WAPSIE COMM 173.2 Menards 
42.24 MERCYONE 110 MODERN BLDG 345.89 MOXIE EVENT 325 
ORAN MUTUAL TELEPHONE 161 PANTHER LANES 200 RAISA A 
HALLELUJAH 1200 READLYN TELEPHONE 181.85 SCHOOL BUS 
SALES 562.58 SOUTH HARDIN CSD 264 STICKFORT ELECTRIC 
507.2 SUPERIOR WELDING 45 TIMBERLINE 305.81 WATERLOO 
COMM SCHL 3885.4 WATERLOO COURIER 394.29 WAVERLY 
CSD 20500.98 WEEDS ON FIRE 600 WILSON RESTAURANT 375 
Employee Benefit Systems 6018.16 MANAGEMENT TOTAL 6018.16 
MARTIN GARDNER ARCHITECTURE 19592.5 ACCESS SYSTEMS 
4519 ACES 1419 Amazon 626.77 Central Rivers AEA 18750 METE-
OR EDUCATION 50276.52 MODERN BLDG 543.04 ORAN MUTUAL 
TELEPHONE 100 TEDS HOME & HARDWARE 720 YOUNG PLMBG 
& HTNG 2462 WEBSTAURANT STORE 159.72 ALIGNED ED RE-
SOURCES 4462 Amazon 2080.18 BLUUM OF MINNESOTA 1774.84 
GOBILDA 975.86 Kendall Hunt 1492.41 SAM'S CLUB 958 ACME 
MATERIALS CO. 1927.98 Amazon 748.16 IA HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC 
ASSN. 265 J.W. PEPPER & SON, INC. 118 SANDISON, MEGAN 540 
Teacher Synergy LLC 106.98 Amazon 590.69 ATLANTIC COCA-CO-
LA 431.36 BCLUW HIGH SCHOOL 100 BERGMAN, BRETT 245.16 
BOUND 200 Central Rivers AEA 400 COUNTRY VIEW DAIRY 168 
CZECHMIX'S COOL TUNES 250 DASHR SYSTEMS 2191 DAVIE, 
JUSTIN 125 DENVER CSD 150 Dollar Tree 50.56 ELITE SPORTS 
916.81 EPIC SPORTS INC 1583.21 FIVE BELOW 27.75 GIPPER 
MEDIA 450 GRAPHIC EDGE 278 GRUMPYS 850 HOBBY LOBBY 
298.43 HOWIROLL SPORTS 186.98 HUDSON HIGH SCHOOL 90 
HYATT REGENCY 323.54 IA Dept of Natural Resources 27.16 IGH-
SAA 400 IA SPORTS 996 JESUP CSD 100 KLEITSCH, SPENCER 75 
LAQUINTA INN 752.68 MICHELL'S 411.2 MODERN BLDG 617.22 NA-
TIONAL FFA ORG 217 ON THE STAGE 39.18 ORIENTAL TRADING 
33.92 PERFORM BETTER 400 PLAYBILLDER 75 PROSIGNS 150 
ROGERS ATHLETIC 5030 SAM'S CLUB 222.82 SANDEE'S 65 Sim-
pliFaster 60 STOLES 18.9 U.S. POST OFFICE 9.28 Walmart 129.9 
WAVERLY CSD 100 WAYZATA RESULTS 646 WEBSTAURANT 82.43 
WEST HS 125 X-GRAIN 2033 ATLANTIC COCA-COLA 408.05 EMS 
DETERGENT 283.89 KWIK TRIP 2.86 MARTIN BROS. 20138.12 
PRAIRIE FARMS 2460.71

Immanuel and St. Paul Lu-
theran Congregations hosted 
a baby shower for Pastor Mi-
guel and Rachel on Sunday, 
April 7. Much fun was had 
showering the family with 
gifts to prepare for their new 
baby in May. God's Blessings 
to the Gonzalez family!


