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Support Wapsie Valley FFA’s Fruit Sales
By Mary Bodensteiner, Chapter Reporter
The holiday season is coming up quickly and local FFA chapters are beginning
their annual fruit sales. The proceeds of
this fundraiser will go to funding the FFA
chapter’s annual activities such as national and statewide trips, contest supplies,
chapter activities, etc. This year, the Wapsie Valley FFA Chapter is offering a new
way to order. The original option of talking
to an FFA member from Wapsie Valley is
still available, but, if you would still like
to support our chapter without face-to-face
interaction, you may now order our fruit,
parlor snacks, meat and cheese on our new
website: https://fs26.formsite.com/o8m8ld/lsmk6rff4j/index.html.
Payments must be either cash or check
and can be made upon order or when fruit
is delivered to you. Students will pick
up and deliver food to the address you
provide. Fruit, parlor snacks and cookie
dough are available October 13 through
November 30. Meat and cheese orders
need to be in by November 11.
Checks can be made out to Wapsie Valley FFA and sent to the high school:
Wapsie Valley FFA
2535 Viking Ave
Fairbank, IA 50629
Questions or concerns can be emailed to
our FFA Advisor at wforsyth@wapsievalleyschools.org or call at (319) 638-6711
Thank you for your support!

Everyone must help!

Because there is a shortage of places redeeming cans and plastic bottles, Readlyn
Redemption Center has been overrun. We
do not want any glass bottles.
The driver that picks up our recycling is
also overrun and has not had room to pick
ours up for over a month.
Another problem is, this is not a garbage
dump, it is a recycling center. This is get-

857 Friendly People

ting to be a major problem everywhere.
The system is broke and not working.
Please read posted signs and comply to help
with the problem. One way to speed up the
process is to have cans and bottles from the
same distributor separated in the same bags.
Please read all posted signs. Thanks for
your donations which help pay for various
activities in our great community.

Senior Dallas and juniors Kaden and Hunter are excited to get fruit sales going.

Change of decorations is November 14
On Saturday, November 14, at 9 AM the
fall decorations will be taken down and
the Christmas ones will be put up. We are

in need of serious help to make our town
look great. It should only take a couple
hours!

The City of Readlyn will be receiving
the Stormwater and Urban Watershed Jurisdiction of the Year Award at the Virtual
2020 IStorm Conference on October 2829, 2020.
The City is being recognized for their
achievement in installing a constructed
wetland used to treat 50% of the stormwater runoff generated in the community
and their commitment to improving local
water quality.
The wetland provides community members and school groups with recreational
and educational opportunities.
The award would normally be presented
in person at the Annual Iowa Water Conference held in the spring of each year.
However, the event was canceled this year
due to COVID.
City representatives will be presented
with the award in person by the Executive
Director of the Iowa Stormwater Educa-

tion Partnership prior to the conference.
Video coverage of the award presentation
will be shared with attendees at the virtual
conference.

City of Readlyn receives
award for constructed wetland

Readlyn Mayor Dan Wedemeier accepts
an award for the Wetlands Project recently completed in the City of Readlyn. He is
shown below with City workers Austin and
Barney (left) at the project site.
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Miss Readlyn

Comments

Trending Now

By Ron Leistikow
As many of you know, gardening is my
hobby. This year the pumpkins were poor.
The tomatoes are OK. Still canning here,
the middle of October. I’ve had to learn to
can as my wife says she’s tired of it! Never
too old to learn, I guess.
Another thing happening here is our Reed
Ave. being graded up now and hard surfaced
in 2021. They took the right-of-way about
60 years ago then decided not to pave it.
We were in Springfield this past week
for a wedding. Surprised to see not many
beans were cut yet in MO. By the time you
read this all beans are harvested and corn
nearing completion. Farmers are enjoying
the warmer, drier weather as crops are drier and ready to put into bins.
We’ve enjoyed three weddings in the
past five weeks. The trend is to smaller
and outdoor weddings; no church. One
at a winery, one at a berry farm and in
an old restored barn. Times have really
changed! We also really enjoyed nature's

By Grace Imbrogno
color show.
By the next issue, all political will be
expired; that will be much appreciated.
Don’t forget to vote!
We’ve enjoyed Bob Thran’s articles –
Much great old history of Readlyn and
some quite amusing.
Also, Eric Johnston’s articles are also
very interesting. I am amazed at his fishing expertise!
The pop can “committee,” consisting
mostly of Chris Davis, Roger D, and Laverne L. Rave, latterly had their hands full
of pop cans, but recently have been getting
rid of them. Thanks for all your hard work!
And thanks for all the can donations.
Thanks, Lois Buhr, for getting the Readlyn Council minutes into the Chronicle.
We’ll be enjoying the Hawkeye football
team as well as the Cyclones by the time
you read this. Go Hawks!
Grump from 2009,
Ron Leistikow

Deadline for the November 25
Readlyn Chronicle
is Thurs., Nov. 12 at 5 PM

This is how some friends and I dressed up for “That ‘70s Show” day!

This is how some friends and I dressed up for “Freaky Friday” day!

Hello Readlyn! I am so excited to be
back for the October edition of TRENDING NOW!
This month, all fall sports have been in
full swing. Football, cross country, and
volleyball are all still going strong, and, as
a school and community family, we are so
glad that they have lasted this long.
Toward the end of October, football
playoffs will begin, as will regional volleyball and cross country districts. So far, all
teams have been pretty successful, considering the circumstances, with various PRs,
big wins, and many good games and meets
all around. I think that it is safe to say
that the Wapsie Valley community is very
proud of each of these teams, and the sports
are all everyone is talking about in school.
On top of this, the Student Ambassadors
have been working hard to schedule both
homecoming and the upcoming blood
drive. For homecoming, you probably noticed on your way around town that local
business windows were all decked out in
black and gold, pushing the football boys
to a big win homecoming night. At school,
the hallways were also decorated with different themes that either went along with

the homecoming day movie themes and/
or school spirit, all done by the dedicated Student Ambassadors. The senior class
ended up winning homecoming week
spirit points, and I brought home the gold
for best dressed female student throughout
the week… I like to think it is thanks to
my Great-Grandma Grace and her beautiful black fringe cowgirl boots and ‘70s
outfit. (I’ll insert a picture just because I
was so proud of this outfit).
Back to my point, the Student Ambassadors are now working hard to prepare for
the blood drive that is happening on Tuesday, November 17 from 1:00-6:00 pm at
the United Methodist Church in Fairbank.
We are taking all the donations we can get,
so if you are interested and want more information or to sign up for an appointment
to donate blood, feel free to contact me at
gimbrogno@wapsievalleyschools.org or
Andrea Beuhler at abuehler@wapsievalleyschools.org. Who doesn't love free advertisement!
Thank you so much for sticking with
me! I can’t wait to see all of your friendly
grumpy faces around the community!
-Grace, Miss Readlyn 2020

This is me and my calculus teacher, Mr.
Sabotta, dressed up for “Harry Potter” day!

This is how my Great Aunt, Gina Wiersma,
and I dressed up for “That ‘70s Show” day!

This is how some friends and I dressed up for “A Christmas Vacation” day!
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Readlyn Community Happenings
Senior Citizens meet
Obituaries

Harold W. Meier

Harold W. Meier, 94, of Readlyn, Iowa,
passed away on Thursday, October 15,
2020, at the Tripoli Nursing and Rehab in
Tripoli.
Harold was born on December 13,
1925, rural Artesian, in Bremer County,
Iowa, the son of Carl and Alma (Schaefer) Meier. He was baptized on January 1,
1926 and confirmed on April 2, 1939, both
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Artesian.
He attended rural school at Jefferson #1,
St. Paul’s Parochial School, and graduated from Waverly High School in 1943. He
was united in marriage to Delores Harms
on September 19, 1948, at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Maxfield. While working,
Harold worked as a butter maker until
1952. In 1952, Harold and Delores started Meier’s Tastie Crème in Denver, which
they had until 1963. From 1963 to 1970,
they owned a small motel in Waterloo.
While owning the motel, Harold started
working at John Deere in 1966 and retired
in 1987.
In his spare time, Harold enjoyed fishing, woodworking, and playing cards.
He especially enjoyed his grandkids and
great-grandkids. In 2000, he was crowned
Readlyn’s Grump at Grump Days.
Harold is survived by his wife, Delores
of Readlyn; a daughter, Judy (LaVerne)
Leistikow of Readlyn; a son, Sherwin
(Jeni) Meier of Elk Run Heights; a daughter, Dawn (David) Koehler of Cedar Falls
and a son, Todd Meier of Des Moines;
seven grandchildren, thirteen great-grandchildren; a sister, Luella Harms of Tripoli;
a sister, Mildred Dankenbring of Cedar
Falls; and a sister-in-law, Dorothy Meier
of West Des Moines. He was preceded in
death by his parents, his siblings, Leota
Meier, Eldo Meier, Alvin Meier, Helen Tietje and Eugene Meier.
Private funeral services were held at
11:00 a.m. on Monday, October 19, 2020,
at Zion Lutheran Church in Readlyn. The
service was livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
on the Zion Lutheran Church Facebook
Page. There was a public visitation on
Sunday from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the
Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in Readlyn.
Online condolences may be left at www.
kaisercorson.com and memorials may be
directed to the family for a later designation.
Kaiser-Corson Funeral Homes in Readlyn assisted the family.

Joan Faith Williams

Joan Faith Williams, 88, of Readlyn,
Iowa, passed away peacefully at her home
on September 24, 2020.
Joan was born on August 17, 1932 in
Waterloo Iowa, the daughter, of Clifford
and Clara (Lohman) Shook. She was
united in marriage to Charles Williams
on April 3, 1954, in Waterloo Iowa. Joan
worked for Rath Packing in Waterloo,
Iowa and the Readlyn Library.
Her hobbies included baking cookies
for the family, bird watching, working in
her flower beds and she loved spending
time with family.
Joan is survived by her sons, Tim Williams (Susie) of Holy Cross, Iowa and
Brad Williams (Michelle) of Readlyn
Iowa; two granddaughters, Jen Hartgrave of Manchester, Iowa and Kelly
Small (Derek) of Concord, New Hampshire; four grandchildren, Sammy Stewart, Rushville, Illinois; Lexie Bastarache
(Connor) of Concord, New Hampshire;
Braden Hartgrave of Holy Cross, Iowa
and Hannah Small of Concord, New
Hampshire; great-great-granddaughter,
Ella Cawthon of Rushville, Illinois; a special great-great-granddaughter, Izabelle
Brackin of Readlyn; a sister, Audrey Niemann of Cedar Falls, Iowa and a sister-inlaw, Betty Shook of Readlyn.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Charles Williams; her parents; two
sons, John on October 30, 1973 and Mark
on July 16, 1977; a sister, Clemie (Alvin)
Marken, a brother, Bill Shook, and brother-in-law, Al Niemann.
Joan never liked to be the center of attention and per her wishes there will be no
services.
Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in Readlyn assisted the family.

On Sept. 16, 2020, 15 members attended the 11:30 AM meal at Inspired for the
Senior Citizens’ lunch and meeting.
The meeting was called to order by Ron
Leistikow, President.
For September, we had Judy and Ron
Leistikow’s anniversary to celebrate and
we all sang “Happy Anniversary” to them.
We all signed get-well cards and sent to
both Sonja Bast and Larry Ladage as they
had been in the hospital.
Lois Thacher read the thank you from
the Huebner family for sending them
a sympathy card remembering Wilbert
Huebner and his passing on August 2,
2020.
The Treasurer’s report was read by
Charlie Albrecht and the balance in the
account after expenses was $261.00. Lois
Thacher read the secretary’s minutes from
the August 19 meeting. Motion was made

by Don Billhorn and seconded by Roland
Schmidt to approve both the treasurer’s
and secretary’s reports. Motion carried.
Old Business:
It was reported that 34 people attended
the Pie Day open house at the Poor Farm
from noon until 3:00 PM on September
13.
New Business:
Ron Leistikow stated that on September
26 at 9:00 AM the town would be decorated with fall decorations. Help was needed.
The next Senior Citizens Meeting was
scheduled for October 21 at 11:30 AM at
Inspired. There was some discussion that
we may take a tour of the Poor Farm after
our meal in October.
The meeting was adjourned. No cards
were played because of the pandemic.
Lois Thacher, Secretary

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED

Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)
www.truserveins.com

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner
207 East Bremer Avenue

Waverly
319-352-9129

info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com

WILEY
CONSTRUCTION
Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling
Ag Building Repairs

Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518

DENVER, IA

BUILDING TRUST. DELIVERING SOLUTIONS.
Get local expertise and the service you deserve
from The Accel Group’s dedicated team!
AGRIBUSINESS SOLUTIONS
CROP, FARM, LIVESTOCK
BUSINESS & PERSONAL
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

Send news to the Chronicle at:

ReadlynChronicle@
gmail.com
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RISK MANAGEMENT & MORE!

319.483.4854 | acceladvantage.com
Serving clients across Iowa with ofﬁces in
Cedar Rapids | Waverly | Cedar Falls

Proud to
partner with:
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Patrick Brodigan
Miranda Wheeler
Phone and Fax: 319-279-3432 Email: readlynlib@gmail.com Website: www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

Cash Donations
In Memory of Inez Christiansen
Donna Wittenburg
In Memory of Elaine Kappmeyer
Roger and Marlys Deterding
In Memory of Ellis Shook
Trent and Nancy Lockard
In Memory of Joan Williams
Trent and Nancy Lockard
Carol Strottmann
Kathy Albrecht
Tim and Staci Mueller
Ken and Barb Sowers

Thank you for
your generosity
Don’t forget about our
digital resources!

Hoopla and Bridges

Take the Readlyn Library with you wherever you go with Hoopla! Anywhere that you
take your mobile device or can access a computer, you can log onto your Hoopla
account and borrow thousands of different titles to enjoy. Listen to audiobooks or
music albums, watch movies or TV shows, or read e-books and e-comics… the
choice is yours!
Hoopla is a digital media lending service. Patrons sign up with an email address,
password, and library card information, and Hoopla gives them access to their collection of digital titles. Patrons can then borrow up to four titles per month.
It's free for you (we have you covered)… all that you need is a library card!
Signing up for Hoopla costs no money and takes very little time. All that you need
to do is find The Readlyn Library in Hoopla's database, and then provide an email
address, a password, and your library card information. That's it! And as always if
you have any problems call or stop by the library and we will help get you setup.
Hoopla has six different types of content, and they can each be borrowed for different lengths of time. Movies and TV show episodes can be borrowed for 3 days, music albums can be borrowed for a week, and audiobooks, e-books, and e-comics can
be borrowed for 3 weeks.
Hoopla has over 500,000 titles across six formats! With no wait times!

Foot Clinics Are
Back
The Bremer County Health
Department holds foot clinics
at the Readlyn Library on the
3rd Thursday of every month.

Visit Our Webpage!
https://
www.readlyn.lib.ia.us/

What are you waiting for?
We are always looking for new or improved programing.
Let us know if you have any program, class, event, or service ideas!

Readlyn Reads - Book Talk
Nov's title: Educated by Tara Westover

Pick up a copy at the library and join us for discussion on Nov 26th.
#1 New York Times, Wall Street Journal, and Boston Globe Best Seller

Hours:
Monday

10:00 - 7:00

Tuesday

10:00 - 5:00

Wednesday

10:00 - 5:00

Thursday

10:00 - 7:00

Friday

10:00 - 5:00

Saturday

9:00 - 12:00

Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was
seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Her family was
so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children
received an education, and no one to intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers
became violent. When another brother got himself into college, Tara decided to try
a new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans
and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only then would
she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home.
Named one of the best books of the year by: The Washington Post, O: Oprah
Magazine, Time, NPR, Good Morning America, San Francisco Chronicle, Library Journal, New York Public Library, Town & Country, and more

*********************************************************************************************************************************************

Wednesday, October 28, 2020

Readlyn Chronicle

Readlyn, Long Ago

Page 5

Compiled by Bob Thran

Chicago Great Western creates Readlyn
In 1903, the Chicago Great Western
(CGW) railroad laid a track between Oelwein and Clarion to shorten the distance
traveled between Chicago and Kansas
City by more than 100 miles. Readlyn
was one of the two sites selected for a stop
between Oelwein and Waverly. Oran was
the other.
The farm was purchased on the chosen
site. A civil engineer plotted out the area.
Streets were named. Lots were sold, Readlyn was chosen, named after Lynn Read.
Businesses were attracted and homes
were built. Readlyn flourished. The original farm house is located just south of the
Readlyn City Hall.
Other small settlements preceded Readlyn, but they withered on the vine after

the stop was in place and the depot was
erected. Wiped from the map were Crane
Creek, Buck Creek, Grove Hill, Fremont,
Spring Fountain, Gresham and the bustling settlement of Smoketown. Klinger
still has its identity as does Knittle. However, several houses once located in Knittle were moved to Readlyn.
Readlyn was now connected by rail to
the entire United States. In my research,
I could find no schedules of trains serving
Readlyn. In the early 1900s, travel by rail
was the only method of traveling a longer
distance. Several trains must have been
available from both directions. Augusta
Kehe died because her friends picked her
up in a Model T rather than riding a midnight train from Waverly to Readlyn.

Pictured are the depot, a steam engine, and the water tower in Readlyn. Photo from the
files of William Schumacher, Denver.

Railroad comes through Readlyn, Denver

The construction of the railroad had
almost the identical effect on both Denver in 1902 and Readlyn in 1903. A sidetrack was added where train cars could
be loaded or unloaded. Remember that in
the early 1900s there were no truck lines.
Railroads were the only service available
for transporting freight. Some smaller
lots were hauled from Waterloo by horse
and wagon.
Coal, lumber, cement and fuel were
transported in carload lots.
A stockyard and a mill were built
along the side track. A lumberyard was
built nearby. Gas stations came later.
Coal came in coal cars with about
6-feet-high sides. These coal cars were
not hopper cars which unloaded from
the bottom. Before workers were able
to shovel coal onto trucks, they had to
throw the chunks of coal by hand until
they reached the bottom of the coal car.
Farmer Equity sold coal as well as feed
in Readlyn.
Cement came in cloth bags which
were returned for reuse. A bag of cement weighed 94 pounds. In the 1940s,
bags came in heavy paper. In Readlyn,
the cement building stood along the railroad siding. The bags of cement were
moved from the train car directly into
the cement storage building using twowheeled carts.
Lumber, in all dimensions, was brought
in by the carload and hauled to the lumberyard. The railroad would permit only
a few days to unload. Demurrage would
be charged if the cars were not empty.
My grandfather, F. L. Diekmann, had the
first lumberyard in Readlyn and was in
business until circa 1938. He could not
compete with Spahn & Rose.
Gasoline was still brought in tank cars.

In 1960, when I left Readlyn, tank trucks
transported gasoline from the siding to
the Champlin station where Murl Lockard ran the station and Adrian Lockard
drove the tank truck. Albert Oltrogge sold
Cities Service gas and Fred Koschmeder
and Bill Everding sold Standard. Tank
trucks from out of town furnished their
fuel. In Denver, the Conoco station was
owned by Paul Matthias.
Each town had a stockyard along the
track. Farms were small and fewer hogs
were marketed per farm. Buyers would
have to hold cattle and hogs in the yards
until a full train carload was available for
shipping.
Reiny Freitag told me something interesting. The railroad would sometimes
unload cattle and hogs from the train car
into the stockyard in Readlyn to be fed
and watered. The cattle and hogs were
reloaded and picked up by a later train. In
the early days, Rath Packing was not in
existence. There was an enormous Union
Stockyard in Chicago helping Chicago
become known as the "hog butcher" of
the world. In the 1940s, Bill Poehler ran
the stockyards, then Wittenburg and Freitag, finally Leo Wittenburg. Although
in the 1950s stockyards were still being
used, stock was hauled to packing plants
by truck.
Both the towns had a mill or elevator
on the sidetrack. The mill was available for the farmers to bring in corn or
oats to be ground for their cattle, hogs,
chickens. Carloads of corn and oats were
shipped out. In Readlyn, ownership of
the Readlyn Feed Mill as far back as I
can recollect went from Bud Bowdish
to Dan Buhr to Elton Schutte. Clarence
Brettman was a long-time owner of the
Denver Mill.

Vote for Sandy Salmon
State Representative for Iowa House District #63

Tuesday, November 3, 2020

I Support:

A Balanced Budget
Tax Cuts & Reform
Future Ready Iowa for Jobs
Local Control of Schools
Strong Law Enforcement
Pro-Life & Pro-Family
Voter ID
Pro-Second Amendment
Religious Liberty
“No Sanctuary City” Policy
Water Quality Initiative

Sandy Salmon

ABOUT SANDY SALMON:
Wife and Mother
Marine Veteran
Family Farm Owner
Home Educator
Former 4-H Leader

ENDORSED BY:
Farm Bureau - Friend of Agriculture
• Iowa Association of Business and Industry

www.sandysalmon.org
The first Readlyn section crew consisted of, left to right, H. Meier, F. Strottman, H.
Fortsch, H. Hahn, H. Ivans and F. Judas.

“Paid for by Friends of Sandy Salmon”
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Readlyn City Council Minutes

September 14, 2020
The Readlyn City Council met in open
session on Monday, September 14, 2020 at
6:45 PM for the Finance Committee to review
bills and at 7:00 p.m. for the regular meeting.
Mayor Wedemeier in the chair and the following named council members present: Keith
Brunscheon, Nicole Barnes, Joey Jones, Jason Franck, Rocco Imbrogno. Others in attendance: Steve Aiello, Barney Wiersma, Jenny
Platte, Bryant Eike.
Motion by Barnes and seconded by Jones
to approve minutes from the August 10, 2020
council meeting. All said yes. Motion carried.
Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by
Imbrogno to approve bills presented for payment. All said yes. Motion carried.
Motion by Franck and seconded by Brunscheon to approve Treasurer/clerk reports. A ll
said yes. Motion carried.
Motion by Franck and seconded by Barnes
to approve the budget and library reports. All
said yes. Motion carried.
Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by
Jones to approve police report. All said yes.
Motion carried. Motion by Jones and seconded by Imbrogno to approve agenda as printed
. All said yes. Motion carried.
Mayor Wedemeier opened the Public
Hearing as requested by Bryant Eike on a
Nuisance Abatement on his property located
at 126 Main Street. Both Chief of Police, Steve
Aiello and property owner Bryant Eike presented information. Motion by Franck and seconded by Imbrogno as to existing nuisance of inoperable vehicle must be repaired or removed

by next council meeting on October 12, 2020.
Second nuisance building materials in yard.
Property owners must show progress by using
said materials, thus existing pile will be smaller
by October 12, 2020. Roll call vote. AYES: Imbrogno, Barnes, Franck, Brunscheon, Jones.
NAYS: None. Motion carried.
Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by
Franck to approve Darin Buchholz as a library
board member, replacing Kayla Kolaas. Roll
call vote. AYES: Barnes, Franck, Brunscheon,
Jones, Imbrogno. NAYS: None. Motion carried.
Motion by Jones and seconded by Franck
to set Halloween Trick or Treating for October
31st from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. Roll call vote.
AYES: Franck, Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno,
Barnes. NAYS: None. Motion carried. The City
Council recommends following your own judgment regarding, participating. If you do not feel
comfortable handing out candy or trick or treating due to COVID-19, you are encouraged to
abstain. Be mindful of social distancing and
trick or treat with your own family if at all possible.
Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by
Imbrogno to approve fall leaf burning from
October 1 to November 15. Roll call vote.
AYES: Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes,
Franck. NAYS: None. Motion carried.
Motion by Barnes and seconded by Franck
to introduce Resolution No. 846 entitled "A
RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2020 CITY
STREET FINANCE REPORT." Roll call vote.
AYES: Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes, Franck,
Brunscheon. NAYS: None. Whereupon the

more than your farm,
your american dream.

Mayor declared Resolution No. 846 duly adopted.
Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by
Brunscheon to introduce Resolution No.
847 entitled "A RESOLUTION REQUESTING REIMBURSEMENT FROM THE IOWA
COVID-19 GOVERNMENT RELIEF FUND;
WlTHIN THE CITY OF READLYN, BREMER
COUNTY, IOWA." Roll call vote. AYES: Imbrogno, Barnes, Franck, Brunscheon, Jones.
NAYS: None. Whereupon the Mayor declared
Resolution No. 847 duly adopted.
Motion by Jones and seconded by Franck
to approve city clerk attending fall IMFOA conference. Roll call vote. AYES: Barnes, Franck,
Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno. NAYS: None.
Motion carried.
Motion by Bnmscheon and seconded by
Imbrogno to adjourn. All said yes. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:05PM.
Dan Wedemeier, Mayor
ATTEST: Lois J. Buhr, City Clerk
October 13, 2020
The Readlyn City Council met in open session on Tuesday, October 13, 2020 at 6:45
PM for the Finance Committee to review bills
and at 7:00 p.m. for the regular meeting. Mayor Wedemeier in the chair and the following
named council members present: Keith Brunscheon, Nicole Barnes, Joey Jones, Jason
Franck, Rocco Imbrogno. Others in attendance: Steve Aiello, Barney Wiersma, Bryant
Eike.
Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by
Jones to approve minutes from the September
14, 2020 council meeting. All said yes. Motion
carried.
Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by
Jones to approve bills presented for payment.
All said yes. Motion carried.
Motion by Franck and seconded by Barnes
to approve Treasurer/clerk reports. A ll said
yes. Motion carried.
Motion by Barnes and seconded by Brunscheon to approve the budget and library reports. All said yes. Motion carried.
Motion by Franck and seconded by Imbrogno to approve police report. All said yes.
Motion carried. Motion by Jones and seconded by Franck to approve agenda as printed. All
said yes. Motion carried .
Motion by Barnes and seconded by Franck
to approve the Annual Urban Renewal Report

for fiscal year ending June 30, 2020. Roll call
vote. AYES: Franck, Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes. NAYS: None. Motion carried.
Motion by Franck and seconded by Brunscheon to proceed with the City of Readlyn
removing cited nuisance of building materials
at 126 Main Street. Roll call vote. AYES: Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes, Franck.
NAYS: None. Motion carried.
Motion by Jones and seconded by Imbrogno to approve purchase of two air compressors for the wastewater plant for a purchase
price of $8,550.00 plus shipping costs. Compressors will have a six year warranty. Roll call
vote. AYES: Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes, Franck,
Brunscheon. NAYS: None. Motion carried.
Council received an update on the final
walk through of the wetland project. Mayor
Wedemeier noted that the City of Readlyn will
be receiving the Storm water and Urban Watershed Jurisdiction of the Year Award at the
Virtual 2020 Storm Conference on October
28-29, 2020.
Motion by Franck and seconded by Brunscheon to adjourn. All said yes. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM.
Dan Wedemeier, Mayor
ATTEST: Lois J. Buhr, City Clerk

The first golf cart ride I took on the
bike trail 7 years ago was exciting and
so was the one this year — thanks to
the Readyn Community Club and
Rudy's in Denver.
Thanks also to all those who sent
cards or called me on my 112th
birthday.
MAY GOD BLESS
ALL OF YOU!

We offer coverage that includes coverage for buildings, equipment and liability—
all at competitive rates. call today to get a quote to protect you and your farm.

Kristi Demuth, Agent
Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
408 W Bremer Ave Ste A,
Waverly
Bus: (319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I., American Family Insurance Company,
Midvale Indemnity Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
007388 – Rev. 2/15 ©2015 – 11624425
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VFW Auxiliary meets
The Wapsie Valley Community
School District students, staff, and
families have adjusted to the Return to
Learn Plans required by the Iowa Department of Education at the start of
the 2020-21 school year. Most of our
students and families have decided to
utilize the On-Site Plan to meet face-toface with our staff at our seven different building sites.
Approximately twenty-five students
have decided to utilize the Hybrid
Learning Plan with long term remote
learning (one semester) as an option.
This curriculum plan choice is operated and administered through an outside
curriculum provider called Edgenuity
through an agreement with Wapsie Valley CSD. We, as a district staff, work
with our students and families when
short-term illnesses or quarantine situations arise within the student population.
We continue to see low student absenteeism rates within the Wapsie Valley CSD. We have worked through one
positive COVID-19 case within our student body that involved quarantine situations for other students. We continue
to be vigilant with the safety measures
and protocols that were implemented at
the start of this school year.
Recently updated guidance from the
Governor Reynold’s office on the use
of mask wearing or facial coverings
protects individuals from being quarantined in a close contact situation with

a positive case. You can find a weekly COVID-19 update on our school
website (wapsievalleyschools.com) in
a section called the Nurse’s Corner.
This can be found under the COVID
& Health tab on the main page of the
website.
The academic school year has started with some early assessment screenings to help our staff and administration make some educational decisions
on student progress and how best to
support individual student needs. We,
as a district, have moved the fall parent-teacher conferences ahead to early
October to facilitate earlier conversations with parents if student data show
needs for intervention or acceleration
work.
The WVCSD athletic teams have
competed at high levels this fall sports
season. The cross country, football,
and volleyball teams have all seen outstanding performances on the field and
courts.
Our Fine Arts Department is being
innovative in the approaches for showcasing our instrumental and chorus students. Performances are being planned
this fall to utilize outside venues for
small and large groups.
Thank you for your continued support of the Wapsie Valley Schools in
whatever means possible.
Stay Warrior Strong,
Dave Larson
Wapsie Valley CSD Superintendent

The Wayne Teisinger VFW Auxiliary
#5661 Readlyn met Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2020
at 7:30 PM with 7 members present. The
meeting opened with prayer and the Pledge
of Allegiance. The minutes and treasurer’s
reports were read and accepted. General
Orders and chairman reports were read.
Volunteer hours were turned in.
Pow-wow is October 22-25 in Des
Moines. Letters were read from Kathryn
Schreiber about Pow-wow and an Executive order.
A motion was made by Betty Power and
seconded by Wilda Albrecht to send love
gift for former President. Carried.
Ellen Thies got a pin and a medallion

for renewing memberships from National
VFW Auxiliary. The 3rd District meeting
was to be Sunday, October 18 at 1:00 PM
in Waterloo. The wreath made with 16 poppies was to be taken.
The Auxiliary will be putting a poppy
display in the Readlyn Library Display
Case for November. Copies will be made
of word finds about Auxiliary for some
members! 86 Flag Education for kids will
be handed out at Readlyn Elementary and
Community Lutheran Schools. More poppy money came in to help veterans.
A motion was made by Darlene Peters
and seconded by Wilda Albrecht to adjourn,
carried. Hostess was Verdeen Pavelec.

Stumme, Collins,
Gritters & Epley, PLLC
303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677
319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622
319-984-5479

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Paul Smith

319-269-0952
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing
Site Preparation
Septic Systems
Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation
Drainage

Denver/Readlyn Community
Blood Drive
Friday, November 6, 2020
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Denver Community Center
100 Washinton Street, Denver
This blood drive is sponsored by
Denver/Readlyn Lions Club

Set up your lifesaving appointment TODAY!

Save time while saving lives with QuickPass!
You can now fill out your donor history questionnaire the day of your donation from the comfort of
wherever you are on your phone, tablet or computer.
lifeservebloodcenter.org/quickpass
Please bring a valid form of identification, such as your donor ID card or driver’s license. To ensure our ability to meet social
distancing standards and safety protocols, we require all donors to schedule an appointment to donate blood. Blood donors are
required to wear a mask for the duration of their appointment. If you do not have a mask, we will provide you one. Walk-in
donations are not accepted at this time.
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Lutheran School

We celebrated Oliver and Mrs. Franck’s baptisms this
month in chapel at the Readlyn campus.

We celebrated Liv’s baptism in chapel this month.

Thank you to the Readlyn Volunteer Fire Dept firemen for
visiting with our preschool through kindergarten classes
about fire safety in the kitchen on October 16.

Listening to Fireman Nick talk about fire safety.

Watching Fireman Miles get into all of his protective gear!

Three-year-old preschool with the firemen.

Farm Bureau Health Plan is
making health coverage more
affordable for more Iowans.
Iowans are saving as much
as 50% on their monthly premiums
ENROLLMENT IS
OPEN YEAR-ROUND!
Contact me today:

Lynne Bellile
Agent photo

222 Main St
Readlyn
(319) 279-4001
Agent info
(515) 249-8997
Cell
https://lynnebellile.fbfsagents.com

Plans underwritten by Farm Bureau Health Benefit Plan, LLC. This coverage is not required to
comply with certain federal or state market requirements for health insurance, including the
Affordable Care Act (ACA) and is not considered “minimum essential coverage” under the
ACA. FBHP05 (5-19)

CLS students celebrated and learned about Christopher Columbus with hat creations
and boat snacks!
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Wapsie Valley Elementary

Deputy Shores visits Mrs. Ott’s 2nd graders twice a month Students and staff enjoy celebrating Theme Days on Fridays! Pictured are students supporting the theme of Hat Day.
to talk about ways they can stay safe in and outside of
school. They enjoy when he visits the classroom!

One of the dress-up days for Homecoming's Spirit Week was dress as your favorite book character.

WV Elementary students enjoyed celebrating Homecoming Week by participating in Dress-Up Days! Pictured above
and below are students and staff dressed up for the Christmas Day theme.
Pictured are Wapsie Valley Readlyn Elementary's Physical
Fitness Award Winners. All 4th through 6th grade students
take the following five tests twice each school year, once in
the fall and then again in the spring: Pull-ups (upper body
strength), Sit-ups (core strength), Shuttle Run (Quickness
and agility), Sit and Reach (Flexibility), and the Mile Run
(Cardiovascular Health). Our goal is to have all students
score at the 50% level or better in all five tests. This level
is considered to be an average score when compared to
other students across the country. If a student scores at
the 85% percent level or higher in all five tests they are
considered a Physical Fitness Winner for that testing period. As a whole group, both the Fairbank and the Readlyn
Elementary students did a great job on the tests. We will
continue to work hard in P.E. and hopefully see improved
scores in the spring.

To end Spirit Week, the WV football players, cheerleaders, and band attended each elementary and put on a pep rally. This year our pep rallies were held outside. The younger
students love it when the junior and senior high school students visit them and include them in special activities!
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What’s Cooking?

A recipe to share can be sent to billhorn@netins.net
Mehl Butter

			
This recipe comes from
Suzy Heineman’s great-aunt from the Meyer cookbook.
12 sliced bacon cut in cubes and fry crisp.
Drain off all but 2 tbsp. grease.
Add 2 cups of milk and heat.
Mix 1/2 c. flour in 1/2 c. milk, add to above and cook thick.
1 large or 2 small eggs beaten slightly, add 1/2 c milk and stir 		
into hot mixture. Cook, add salt.
Serve over bread or toast. Nice for breakfast or lunch.
Mrs. Herbert Britzman

Goulash

From the kitchen of Megan Kuker

1-½ lbs. Cooked and Drained Ground Beef
1 Packet Mild Chili Seasoning
1 Diced Green Pepper
1 Diced Onion ( Small-medium)
2 Cans Diced Tomatoes-Keep Juice
46 oz. Can of Tomato Juice
3-4 Healthy Shakes of Garlic Powder more or less depending on taste
Salt & Pepper to taste
12 oz. Elbow Macaroni (uncooked)
Handful of Brown Sugar (Optional)
In a Dutch Oven or large pot cook and drain ground beef. add onion,
green pepper, tomatoes, tomato juice, chili packet, garlic, salt & pepper.
Bring mixture to a boil and simmer for 20-25 minutes. Add in a handful
of brown sugar if desired and additional seasoning to taste. Next add the
dry elbow macaroni directly into this mixture and return to a boil for
5 minutes. Remove from heat and let rest. The noodles will appear
undercooked at this point but the macaroni will continue to cook
and soften upon standing as well as thicken up the goulash mixture. This is best to make ahead and reheat at a later time, and
is especially nice to have on hand during those busy weeks.
This should keep well in the freezer too.
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FFA member earns National
American FFA Degree
INDIANAPOLIS (October 12, 2020/
National FFA Organization) – Each year,
the National FFA Organization honors
FFA members who show the utmost dedication to the organization through their
desire to develop their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.
The American FFA Degree is bestowed
upon a select group of students in recognition of their years of academic and professional excellence. This year 4,136 American Degrees will be awarded.
Macy Elyse Ragsdale, a member of
the Slinger FFA Chapter in Slinger, WI,
will receive the American FFA Degree
at the 93rd National FFA Convention &
Expo Oct. 27-29, held virtually. She is the
daughter of Jeff and Kerri Ast of Slinger,
WI, and Dan Ragsdale of Anamosa, IA.
Her grandparents are Ron and Judy Leistikow of Readlyn, IA and Kathy (and the
late Gordon) Ragsdale of Sumner, IA. She
is a 2018 graduate of Slinger High School
and a junior at the University of Wisconsin – River Falls.
Sponsored by Case IH, Elanco Animal
Health and Syngenta, the award recognizes demonstrated ability and outstanding
achievements in agricultural business,
production, processing or service programs.
To be eligible, FFA members must have
earned and productively invested $10,000
through a supervised agricultural experience (SAE) program in which they own
their own business or hold a profession-

al position as an employee. Recipients
must also complete 50 hours community service and demonstrate outstanding
leadership abilities and civic involvement
through completion of a long list of FFA
and community activities. Less than one
percent of FFA members achieve the
American FFA Degree.
Each recipient of the American FFA
Degree receives a gold American FFA Degree key and certificate after being recognized at the national convention.
The National FFA Organization is a
school-based national youth leadership
development organization of more than
760,000 student members as part of 8,700
local FFA chapters in all 50 states, Puerto
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Macy Elyse Ragsdale,

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Liquid F rtilizers
e

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell 319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Spring Center Farm

Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe
2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Sunrise Catering
Jim Collins
PO Box 190
• Full Service Catering
Readlyn,
IA 50668
• Weddings
• Special Events
(319) 279-4089
• Company Picnics
(319) 961-8610
www.Sunrise-Catering.com

Douglas Den

Dillon Law Ofﬁce, PC
Patrick B. Dillon

209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation
• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.

VANDAELE
INSURANCE, INC.
For all your insurance needs.

1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield
For reservations, call 319-275-4528

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

Available for rent for graduations,
small parties, wedding receptions & more.

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467
Fairbank, IA 50629

40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,
air conditioning and restrooms.

319-635-2526
Fax: 319-635-2162
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Outdoors
By: Eric Johnston

“Traditions”

ejohnston@mossyoakprostaff.com
As I sit down to write this month’s
column, it's early October and I'm
sitting in one of my deer stands waiting for the deer to move. What better
place to think and reflect on things.
We are still early in the season, but
so far the fall hunting seasons have
been very successful for me. When
I mention success, I don’t just mean
deer taken or limits of waterfowl filled.
While I’ve had success that way, what
really makes me feel accomplished
this fall is all the traditions carried and
passed on. This month I’ll relay these
traditions and what they mean to me.
We all have traditions. It may be
family traditions or holiday traditions. In the outdoor world, nearly
everything I do, hunting or fishing in
one way or another is a family tradition. I began to really reflect upon all
these traditions when my Uncle Steve
passed away back in August. All the
times hunting and fishing together in
my younger years revolved around
traditions in the Johnston family.
As a youngster, one of the first traditions to be carried out was learning
to catch creek chubs in a local creek
with nothing more than a cane pole, a
small hook, and a bobber. In our family, that is where fishing begins. My
Dad first taught me around the age
of three or four. Amazingly enough,
I still remember those early times
with Dad, learning to put a worm on
a hook and waiting for the little red
and white bobber to get pulled under.
That’s where my fishing career be-

gan. I passed this same tradition down
to my daughter and will never forget
her excitement of her first catch. That
moment took me back all those years
and I felt like a kid again, excited for
her.
When it came to hunting, there are
many traditions with family, and even
friends, that I carry out to this day.
As a kid, I could not wait to go hunting. My Dad and uncles did a lot of
pheasant hunting back then and I was
in awe listening to their stories of the
day’s hunt and hunts past. I was never
pushed into the outdoors, Dad wanted
me to make my own decision and never pushed. I’m the same way with my
daughter, I keep it fun at her young
age and let her build her own passion.
One of the early traditions is finally getting to go along on a pheasant
hunt. In the Johnston family, you aren’t allowed to carry a gun on a hunt
until you get your first shotgun on
your 13th birthday. But, around the
age of nine or ten, you’re allowed to
start going and play bird dog, crashing
through thick weeds and brush flushing up pheasants. I was so excited to
finally get to go along and be part of
the hunts. By the time my 13th birthday rolled around, I was well versed
in how a hunt goes and how to stay
safe.
The tradition of receiving your first
shotgun at the age of thirteen started
with my great-grandpa Donald Johnston giving his sons their guns and
was passed down through my grandfather to my Dad to me. I intend to do
the same for my daughter, and, with

My Dad, Doug Johnston, enjoyed a successful day of hunting with his grandfather’s
shotgun.

My best friend, Eric Williams (left), and my Dad, Doug Johnston, show off the many
ducks they shot on opening day.

her turning ten in November, I’ll get
her out bird dogging soon.
I really look forward to when I gift
her that first shotgun. I remember
every part of receiving mine. I knew
the tradition long before that birthday
came and eagerly awaited that day.
When the day arrived, we had the usual party with family and it was time to
open some gifts. Uncle Steve got me
a duck call and the rest of the family
gave camo clothing and hunting accessories.
When the gifts were all open, I
thought, “Where’s the gun?” Dad,
with a sly grin, went to the closet
and pulled out a long wrapped box. I
couldn’t open it fast enough! A Remington 870 Express 20 gauge, I treated that gun like gold! It was my most
prized possession as I had waited so
long to get it. That fall, some of my
most memorable hunts occurred with
Dad and Uncle Steve and, as the years
passed, we shared many hunts together, just as Dad and his uncles and father had done.
One story Dad always told me of
his days being a bird dog when he was
young was a time when he went with
his Dad, uncles, and his grandpa. He
got to sit post on the end of a field with
his grandpa while the others pushed
pheasants towards them. His grandpa
leaned his gun against a fence post,
sat down and proceeded to fall asleep.
As the crew got closer to them, birds
started flushing all around them. Dad
yelled “Grandpa, Grandpa, wake up!”
He still laughs when he tells this story.
Fast forward to this past summer
at Uncle Steve’s services: my Dad’s
cousin Chris was there and this story
came up. Chris told my Dad he still
had their grandpa’s old gun and he
thought my Dad should have it because it was the same gun from the
story. Chris held true on this and a
couple weeks later gave the old Winchester model 1400 to Dad.
October 10 was Iowa’s main season
duck opener and Dad and I always
hunt the opener together. We set up
on a local pond and Dad brought his
grandpa’s shotgun. As daylight broke,
ducks were buzzing us and Dad shoul-

dered his grandfather’s gun and shot a
beautiful drake wood duck. That moment was so special to both of us, a
piece of our family was there with us
on that duck hunt. We shot a few more
ducks that morning and spoke and
laughed about times with Steve and
the many trips we had.
Another tradition continuing this
fall is with my good friend, Eric Williams. Eric and I have been friends
since sixth grade and we are now forty. We grew up in Delhi together and,
as the years roll on, we both become
busier with life and family, but each
year we get together, along with my
Dad, for Iowa’s early duck season
opener in September. This year was
no different and marked the 26th season we had gotten together for this
hunt.
Eric arrived Friday night at my place
and the traditional beverages and a big
lasagna dinner ensued. We were up
early Saturday morning and set up in
the dark in anticipation of daybreak.
To pass the time waiting for shooting
time, we catch up over coffee and it’s
always a lot of laughs. We shot quite a
few ducks that first morning and were
greeted to a big breakfast waiting for
us when we got back compliments of
my beautiful wife, Aubrey. We took
a fair amount of ducks that weekend,
but that was just a bonus to the laughs
shared and the catching up over the
past year. As we bagged up the decoys Sunday morning we both began
to talk about taking our daughters in a
couple years on their first duck hunts.
I’m certain we can keep this tradition
going by bringing our daughters into
the mix and it’s something I truly look
forward to.
As I’ve gotten older, I’m realizing
more and more that it’s not always
about the kill. While it’s always great
to fill limits or get that nice buck,
it’s the memories and the traditions
passed on that make these times so
special. So, as you’re out there hunting this fall, keep those traditions going or even start a new one. You never
know, it just may last a lifetime.
Until next month, GET OUTDOORS!
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Donald Kueker

Donald Kueker, 82, of Waverly, Iowa
passed away on Monday, October 19,
2020 at Bartels Lutheran Retirement Community in
Waverly.
Donald
Dietrich
Kueker
was born
on June
24, 1938,
the son
of Ewald
and Eyla
(Geffert)
Kueker
in Waverly, Iowa.
Don attended
country
school
and graduated from Waverly High School
in 1956. He entered the US Army on May
1, 1956 until his discharge on October
29, 1964. On July 24, 1966, he was united in marriage to Barbara Ann Leistikow
at First Presbyterian Church in Waterloo.
The couple lived on the family farm in rural Waverly where Don farmed his entire
life.
He was an active member of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church – Artesian, rural Waverly. Most importantly, he enjoyed spending
time with his grandchildren and attending
their events.
Survivors are his two sons, Gary (Karol) Kueker of West Union, Iowa and Kevin (Cherish) Kueker of Waverly, Iowa;
daughter, Janiece (Dave) Kramer of
Fredericksburg, Iowa; seven grandchildren, Dru, Justin, Megan, Kyle and Caden Kueker, Connor and Kolton Kramer;
great-grandson, Layne Kueker; brother,
Eldon (Jan) Kueker of Waverly, Iowa and
two sisters, Marlene (Veryl) Buchholz of
Tripoli, Iowa and Lavonne (Delbert) Oltrogge of Readlyn, Iowa. He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, Barbara on February 4, 2015 and a brother in
infancy.
Funeral services were held on Friday,
October 23, 2020 at 11:00 AM at St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church – Artesian, rural
Waverly with Pastor Larry Feldt officiating. Burial followed in the church cemetery. The funeral service was streamed
live on the Kaiser-Corson Facebook page.
Visitation was held on Thursday, October
22 from 4:00 until 7:00 PM at the Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in Waverly and
also an hour prior to the service on Friday
at the church. Memorials may be directed
to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church – Artesian,
Fun in the Son Preschool or to Cedar Valley Hospice, and online condolences for
Don may be left at www.kaisercorson.
com.
Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home of Waverly, Iowa assisted the family with arrangements for Don Kueker.

The Wapsie Valley Homecoming 2020 candidates included, front row, left to right: Kobe Risse, Emma Cutsforth, Alyxandra Dixon,
Kaylee Kleitsch, Blayde Bellis; back row: Macey Schmit, Garrett Barnes, Luke Rochford, Ethan Oltrogge, Courtney Schmitz.

Farmers Coop
223 E. 1st Street • Readlyn, IA

Phone 319-279-3396

Email: readcoop@netins.net

1022 Skyler • Denver
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Fairbank Aquatic Center ends their season
By Jason Kayser
Fairbank Municipal Board President
The Aquatic Center ended the season on
schedule without any disruptions due to
COVID-19, equipment break-downs, or contamination! However, the virus had a significant impact on operations. Total open swimming patrons this season were 5,832. This is
a 28% less than a previous 5 year average of
8,000 patrons (high mark 9,500 previous low
mark of 7,300). There were no public swimming lessons which typically account for between $8,000 and $10,000. To help control the
spread, the concession stand did not serve some

of our biggest sellers which resulted in a 34%
decrease in concession sales. However, many
polls and Aquatic Centers in the area were
closed which resulted in a 7.6% increase in
daily, non-season ticket holder admission users.
Although swim meets were canceled this
year, the Oelwein/Fairbank Sharks still practiced
and used the Fairbank location for all activities.
Typically, practice is split between Oelwein and
Fairbank facilities. The pool board is actively working on acquiring necessary equipment
(lane lines, starting blocks, etc) to host meets in
Fairbank.
Numbers for total public swim patrons is ex-

periencing a 5-year downward trend. This is an
issue the board will be researching and we intend to partner with community members and
city council to come up with ways to reverse
the trend. This may not be easy as there are
continually new athletic clubs or school events
that come up which consume more and more of
summer free time people (kids and adults) had
to come to the aquatic center.
On a VERY positive note; our aids, guards,
and managers performed exceptionally in an
extraordinary year!!! We always have swimmers that need to be assisted in the water, but
this year we had a couple of incidents that can

Staff are shown on their first day.

be described as near drowning and our staff
performed just as they have been trained and
how they practice, and saved lives!! There were
no serious injuries, disturbances, or disciplinary
issues. A REAL ACCOMPLISHMENT!!!
Our staff was very vigilant this year on continuing education and training. They were also
very vigilant to enhanced sanitation practices.
Finally, we served nearly 6,000 patrons for
public swimming and received no indication of
a COVID-19 infection originating at the pool.
Some employees and patrons left or were asked
to not come to the facility because of symptoms, but no there were no known infections.
A formal season report will be submitted
once all financials are calculated.
2020 Fairbank Aquatic Center Preliminary
Analysis By The Numbers
Private Lesson Fee 79% increase
Daily Admission 7.6% Increase
Family Pass 60% decrease
Single Pass 42% decrease
Private Parties 16% decrease
Concessions 34% decrease
Public Lessons 100% decrease
Days closed due to weather/low attendance
53% decrease
Total Patrons
June 51% decrease
July 7.6% decrease
August 5.3% increase
YEAR TOTAL 20.5% decrease

Guest Editorial: What’s your choice?

We all have a choice to make in the upcoming election. Here are just a few to
consider…
You know the old saying, the best predictor of the future, is the past. Sandy
Salmon is running for RE-election in Iowa
House District #63. Sandy is predictive.
Just look at her past. Sandy tells you her
position on issues and then votes to back
up those positions. Take a short walk with
me…
Sandy has voted for a balanced budget

for Iowa spending. Why is this important?
Look at the states that are run by liberals
who are not good stewards of their state’s
funds. These are the states that are asking for bail out money because they continually overspend. This has resulted in
Congress holding up your COVID relief
money.
Speaking of the states that are run by
the Democrat Party, those same states
are the ones that are experiencing a high
crime rate, in part because hate groups are

Come home to

Willow Winds
Assisted Living

forcibly silencing those who don’t speak
their narrative. Watch out! This is a direct
violation of your right to “free speech.”
Sandy condemns racism but supports our
Constitutional Right to free speech. She
believes that law and order is the only way
for all Iowans to be truly free.
Lastly, if there is one thing COVID has
shown us, is that our religious rights are
being chipped away. Whatever your religious affiliation, or lack thereof, imagine
a world where you are not free to make
your own choice about your god. Where
government dictates whether or not you
Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

may “gather together.” It looks much like
nations we have been at war with. Sandy
strongly stands up for our Constitutional
Right for religious liberties.
Now more than ever, we see that State
government is as important as Federal.
We have a choice to make in November.
Roll the dice with Iowa’s future? Or vote
with a ‘predictive past record?’ Sandy
Salmon is predictive. Look up her voting
record from the past and rest, knowing she
will have our backs in the future. Vote to
re-elect Sandy Salmon.
Lynne Bellile, Readlyn

1004 E. Bremer Ave.

Waverly, IA 319-352-3917
Electrical Wiring of all Types:

Commercial
Residential
Farm
Industrial

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

A move to Willow Winds is more
than a change of address. It’s a
Community that ensures peace
of mind.
Amenities included for all tenants:
~Three home cooked meals a day
~Medication reminders
~Housekeeping and Laundry
~Emergency call pendants
~Activities
~Resident Assistant on site 24/7
~Cable & Utilities
~Nurse on call 24/7
~Wi-Fi access

121 Bremer Avenue
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5867
319-279-3893
319-267-2035
securitymutualins.com
www.WillowWindsDenver.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA
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Wapsie Valley Future Farmers of America

Sydney Matthias donates market heifer to Food Pantry
Mary Bodensteiner, Chapter Reporter
Currently in the United States, demand
for meat is not being met because there is
a massive shortage of beef. In response
to this need, Wapsie Valley FFA member
Sydney Matthias recently participated in
the BEEF UP Iowa Program where she
provided her market heifer for the His
Hands Food Pantry.
The meat donated will feed over 80
families locally across Bremer and Buchanan Counties.
This program is run by the Iowa Beef
Producers, who started the BEEF UP Iowa
Program, as well as Iowa State Universi-

ty where the meat is processed. The FFA
member chooses the food pantry where
the packaged meat will be sent once the
animal is harvested.
Sydney is a sophomore at Wapsie Valley
High School and had this to say about her
donation:
“I feel super honored to be a part of
something so impactful and just being
able to give back to my community after
all of the support I’ve gotten.”
Sydney showed her market heifer at the
Bremer County Fair, as well as at the Iowa
State Fair during the 4-H and FFA Exhibitor Show this past summer.

Sydney Matthias shows her market heifer at the Iowa State Fair.

Hillcrest Living
Friendly. Trusted. Proven.

Sydney Matthias holds the contract of her market heifer that is going to Iowa State.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
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2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677
319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!

Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of
excellent dental care.
Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family

We not only provide great
care and attend to your
medical needs, we create a
fulfilling lifestyle. Offering
Three levels of care that are:
exercise programs, choice
menu dining, social out- all on the same campus,
lets, creative enrichment
under the same roof
opportunities, and spa- adjacent to Community Memorial cious apartments/rooms.
Hospital (Unity Point Health)
We care about life and
YOU living it to the fullest!

KIBBLES N CATNIP
PET GROOMING, LLC

319-327-4344

Terrace Assisted Living • Hillcrest Skilled Care Nursing

Southview Apartments

915 W. First St., Sumner •563-578-8591 • www.hillcrestsumner.com

Treats, Bubbles and TLC!!
Full Service Grooming for dogs and cats
Carla Schwerin
1308 W. 1st Street
Sumner, Iowa 50674
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Ag Resources
Farmers Co-op

Kurt R. Leistikow - Attorney at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D
Cedar Falls, IA 50613
(319) 553-3400 • kurt@llollc.net

Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301

Stumme, Collins, Gritters
& Epley, PLLC
Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622
Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339
First National Bank
(319) 352-1340
www.myfnbbank.com
Flint Hills Resources
Fairbank 319-635-9404
Shell Rock 319-885-2012
www.fhr.com
Liddle-Ebert Ltd. - Randy & Dee Liddle
Farm Drainage
1196 Hilton Ave., Plainfield, IA 50666
(319) 275-4528 • (319) 596-5280
Monsanto Dekalb/Asgrow Dave Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd.,
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029
Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136
PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098
Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083
Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555
Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. • (319) 279-3867
Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859
Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President
303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717
smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net
Spring Center Farm
Pioneer - Dean Buhr
2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Fischels Commercial & Residential
(319) 415-7349
joe@sulenticfischels.com
3510 Kimball Ave., Waterloo, IA 50702
Tel: (319) 234-5000 Fax: (319) 291-7000
www.sulenticfischels.com
Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533
louiehartman@netins.net
www.towncountryhome.com
215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA 50674
Connie Rochford, Broker
Office 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and

Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Willow Winds Assisted Living
121Bremer Ave., Denver • (319) 984-5867

Food and

Restaurants
Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield
(319) 275-4528
Fairbank Food Center
www.FairbankFoodCenter.com
Jennifer & Shawn Davis
102 4th St. N., Fairbank
(319) 635-2139
Inspired Luncheonette
314 Main St. (319) 279-3051
Sunrise Catering
201 Main St. (319) 279-4089

Hair and

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn
Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Building and

Repairs

Insurance

Services

Crystal Heating Plumbing
and Excavation
1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Farm Bureau - Lynne Bellile
319-279-4001
lynnebellile.fbfsagents.com

Denver Heating & Cooling
120 Transit St., Denver
319.406.0000

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
Office: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Farm Bureau - Jim Peters
Office (563) 578-8054
Office (319) 352-3667
Home (319) 279-3266

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA
(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Weeds On Fire Custom Application
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner
Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law
209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312
patdillon@50674law.com

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801
Cell: (319) 230-7770

Realtors

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432
Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

Beauty

Stine/LG Seeds - Greg Matthias
2765 270th St. • (319) 279-3811

Attorneys and

Quarter Ave. Storage
2310 Quarter Ave. (319) 240-1122

K.C. Auto Body, L.T.D.
1701 East Bremer Ave., Waverly
(319) 352-0881 • kcautobody@aol.com

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319.352.3917

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371
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Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly
319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com
Wiley Construction
Denver, IA
(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo
340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591
www.hillcrestsumner.com
Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551
www.kaisercorson.com

Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
408 W. Bremer Ave. Suite A, Waverly
(319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com
Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.
319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

Machine/Tractor

Repair

L&L Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave. (319) 279-3363
Nick’s Repair - 211 Malone Ave.,
Readlyn, IA - (319) 279-3517 or
(319) 269-5604 - Service & repair of small
engines & outdoor power equipment

Reiter Repair LLC
3501 E. Cedar Wapsie Rd., Waterloo
319-279-3876 • Cell 319-231-2452
RA Machine
2504 230th St. • (319) 279-3161
Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. • (319) 279-3539

Specialty

Businesses
Buhrow’s Floors N’ More
240 South State St., Denver, IA
(319) 984-5301 • (866) 984-5301
bfloorsnmore@msn.com
Cedar Valley Portables, LLC
Nashua • (319) 535-3456 or
cedarvalleyportables@gmail.com
CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Owner: Darrin Siefken - 107 E. Bremer
Ave., Waverly (319) 352-9129
Davis Lawn Service LLC
Shawn and Jennifer Davis
104 Industrial Dr., Fairbank
319-239-5011
The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft
Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219
Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA (319) 635-2311
(888) 282-9992 www.myerspolaris.com
Kibbles N Catnip Pet Grooming
1308 W. 1st St., Sumner, IA
319-327-4344
Newy’s Wireless Communications US Cellular - Jeff Neuendorf
1022 Skyler St., Denver (319) 240-7150
Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585
Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA
800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver
(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly
319-352-2270

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668
877-418-3090

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-4112

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA
319-635-2526

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA
319-882-4269

Landscaping &

Nursery

Landscape Creations
Tripoli, Iowa (319) 882-4486
Tiedt Nursery
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly (319) 352-0418

Become a sponsor and
have your business
recognized on this page!
Call RON LEISTIKOW at
(319) 279-3548.
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Leaf Burning
The City of Readlyn

will permit burning of leaves.

(NO building materials, or other household wastes)

Burning can take place

Oct. 1 to Nov. 15, 2020

REMINDER:
No burning on paved streets or sidewalks.
PLEASE BE CONSIDERATE OF
YOUR NEIGHBORS WHEN BURNING
AND DO NOT BURN WET LEAVES.

Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301
www.frederikabank.com

His Hands
Food Pantry

5002 Main Street
Oran

Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM
Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required
Currently serving Denver, Fairbank,
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia,
Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

It’s your future.
Let’s protect it.™

Helping Hands
Clothing Closet
2029 Viking Ave.
Hwy. V56 - Sumner
Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM
First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required;
providing FREE clothing to those in need

David C. Matthias
Agent, AgWise Advanced Certified
319-352-3667 office
319-352-4808 fax
319-415-5989 cell
david.matthias@fbfs.com
2018 E. Bremer Ave., PO Box 615
Waverly, IA 50677

Auto — Home — Life
Annuities — Mutual Funds
Business
Farm & Ranch
Crop — Health

Registered Representative/Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+*, Western Agricultural Insurance Company+*, Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company.+* Health insurance policies are underwritten by an insurance company that is not affiliated with our companies. *Affiliates *Company
providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668
(319) 279-3977
Pastor Philip Giradin
Sunday School 9 am
Divine Service 10 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran
Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street
Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Divine Parish Worship at St. Matthews
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School starting Oct. 11
9:15-9:45 a.m.
Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

Denver, Iowa

Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

St. Paul Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668
(319) 279-3961
Pastor Philip Giradin
Worship 8:30 AM
Fairbank, Iowa

Zion Lutheran Church

240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
(319) 279-3643

Sunday Worship Service 8 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.
Evening Circle 1st Thursday 6 p.m.

Looking for people who are young at heart and wanting to let someone
else deal with the day-to-day? Bring your home to our home.

Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at
319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

