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Creating the decorative cement foundation for the bike trail gazebo took a lot of manpower. Gene Thurm, Larry Pavelec, David
Wittenburg, John and Joe Kleitsch, Gary Matthias, and David Seedorff all pitched in.

Herb Clemen had a dream
Herb Clemen’s dream of a gazebo along
the bike trail is finally becoming a reality.
The City has been grooming the area
and just last fall gave the go-ahead.
Thanks to Clemen’s very generous donation to the Readlyn Gardeners, and ambitious and creative Ruth and David Wittenburg, work has begun on building a unique
gazebo for Readlyn. As seen in the photo
at right, the final product will be similar to
the gazebo the Wittenburgs built on their
own acreage.
Last fall, Readlyn Gardeners filled three
flatbeds with rocks they collected from Ed
Sadler and David Seedorff’s farms.
Next, the decorative cement foundation
was poured thanks to Manatts who also
generously discounted their price, Calvin

David and Ruth Wittenburg, Gene
Thurm, and Pat Wehr collected rocks and
had them hauled on a flatbed trailer to their
final resting place where they will be used
to decorate the foundation of the gazebo.

Kuker who donated the use of his cement
forms, David Wittenburg’s generator, and
the manpower of those identified in the
picture above.
This spring, David and Ruth Wittenburg
raised, anchored, and put the metal door
frame, which David welded, in place.
After procuring cement, the addition of
the decorative stonework at the base of the
corncrib will commence. Readlyn Gardeners are hoping even more volunteers
will be willing to help with this exciting
project.
If you would like to have bragging
rights that you helped build this amazing
structure, please contact Ruth Wittenburg
@ 319-269-6568 or davidruthw@gmail.
com.
The final product will be similar to the gazebo shown above, which David and Ruth
Wittenburg built on their own acreage.

The crib was on the road to Readlyn, a trip that took more than three hours to complete.

After much searching,
an appropriate corn crib
was located by David and
Ruth Wittenburg in Jesup
(at right). David and Darby Wittenburg transported
it to the Wittenburg acreage in 2019, where it was
stored.
Above, Gene Thurm used
Jeff and John Schutte’s
equipment to deliver the
corn crib to the site.

Thanks to David and Ruth Wittenburg and friends, Readlyn’s corn crib is in place, raised,
secured, and has the door frame in place.
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Stumme, Collins,
Gritters & Epley, PLLC
303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677
319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622
319-984-5479

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

KIBBLES N CATNIP
PET GROOMING, LLC

319-327-4344
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Bremer County
Freedom Rock Dedication
has been delayed

The dedication ceremony of the Freedom Rock has been postponed.
The Freedom Rock Dedication Committee had been planning
on hosting the dedication of the Bremer County Freedom Rock
on Sunday, June 14. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it
was decided to postpone the dedication ceremony until this fall, or
possibly next year.
All of the communities in Bremer County were unanimous on
the decision to delay the ceremony.
The public will be noticed when a new date is agreed upon.
The Freedom Rock is located in Readyn, just north of Kwik Star
on County Rd. V-49.

Treats, Bubbles and TLC!!
Full Service Grooming for dogs and cats
Carla Schwerin
1308 W. 1st Street
Sumner, Iowa 50674

Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301
www.frederikabank.com

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED

Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)
www.truserveins.com

Readlyn City-Wide Garage Sales
has moved to
Thursday, July 23 and Friday, July 24.
More time to clean and accumulate!

Spring Center Farm

Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe
2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Grump Days will be July 23 - 26, 2020

It’s your future.
Let’s protect it.™

David C. Matthias
Agent, AgWise Advanced Certified
319-352-3667 office
319-352-4808 fax
319-415-5989 cell
david.matthias@fbfs.com
2018 E. Bremer Ave., PO Box 615
Waverly, IA 50677

Auto — Home — Life
Annuities — Mutual Funds
Business
Farm & Ranch
Crop — Health

Registered Representative/Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+*, Western Agricultural Insurance Company+*, Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company.+* Health insurance policies are underwritten by an insurance company that is not affiliated with our companies. *Affiliates *Company
providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services
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Wapsie Valley Community School
District announces new 7-12 Principal
for 2020-2021 academic school year
Wapsie Valley Community School District is happy to announce that TJ Murphy has verbally accepted the position of
the 7-12 principal. Murphy comes to us
from the Benton CSD as a 7-12 science
teacher and data team coach for the past
14 years. He has coached several sport
teams and is currently the head wrestling
coach.
Murphy was raised in the Manchester
area graduating from West Delaware High
School, and his wife, Beth, graduated
from Jesup Community School District.
Both graduated from Wartburg College
in Waverly. Murphy received his PK-12
Principalship Graduate Degree from the
University of Northern Iowa. His family
will accompany him to the Wapsie area
this summer. Beth works for Aegon Asset

Management and their three children, Bailey (age 10), Clare (age 8) and Ray (age
6) all enjoy the great outdoors, basketball, softball, volleyball, baking, painting,
camping, hunting, fishing and of course,
wrestling! As you can tell, this is one busy
family.
Murphy has a contract that starts on July
1, 2020, but he will be in the district to be
involved in transitional plans and any further district hiring needs. When you meet
the Murphys in the future, please introduce yourself and give them a huge “Wapsie Welcome.” TJ was very impressed that
we live by the motto, “We Are Family,”
and he is excited to be a part of that family! We are excited for the Murphy family’s
new journey in joining the Wapsie Valley
Family!
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Thank You

Thank You

to everyone for the
cards, gifts, letters and
congratulations for my
100th birthday celebration.
A special thank you to those
who participated in the
parade past my home. You
all made my day very special!
Your kindness and friendship
mean so much. Thanks again!
Wilbert Huebner

I would like to thank
everyone for the
cards, calls and gifts
I received for my
85th birthday. Your
thoughtfulness was
really appreciated. It
certainly made my
day special. God bless
you all.
Jane Meier

I

would like to thank the amazing town of Readlyn and surrounding towns for
supporting balance massage therapy for the last 5 years! Being a business
owner in this beautiful town was something I was very proud of! That dream
came true for me because of you and your trust in me.
I have accepted a full time job at the Wartburg W and will no longer be
at balance. If you’d like a massage from me in the future, you can go to
Schedulicity.com and make an appointment there. You do not need to be a
member of the W to receive a massage there.
Stay safe and healthy!
God bless,

Sheila Rosengarten

Email news to ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

O’Donnell
LAWN CARE

Call for a free estimate

~ SERVICES ~
- Mowing
- Hedge Trimming
- Trimming
- Yard Cleanups
- Leaf Blowing
- Raking

Casey O’Donnell
(319) 596-5906

services

Farmers Coop

- Mowing
- Trimming
- Leaf Blowing

- Hedge Trimming
- Yard Cleanups
- Raking

223 E. 1st Street • Readlyn, IA
Call 319-279-3396
for a free estimate
Phone

Email: readcoop@netins.net
TJ Murphy will be in the new principal at Wapsie Valley Middle and High School when
the 2020-21 school year begins. He is shown with his wife, Beth, and their three chil-dren,
left to right, Ray, Bailey and Clare. Photo contributed

Casey O’Donnell
(319) 596-5906

BUILDING TRUST. DELIVERING SOLUTIONS.
Get local expertise and the service you deserve
from The Accel Group’s dedicated team!
AGRIBUSINESS SOLUTIONS
CROP, FARM, LIVESTOCK
BUSINESS & PERSONAL
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
RISK MANAGEMENT & MORE!

319.483.4854 | acceladvantage.com
Serving clients across Iowa with ofﬁces in
Cedar Rapids | Waverly | Cedar Falls

Proud to
partner with:
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Patrick Brodigan
Nancy Lockard

Tina Ristau
Phone and Fax: 319-279-3432 Email: readlynlib@gmail.com Website: www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

Cash Donations
In Memory of Herbert Krueger
Roger & Connie Buhr
In Memory of Norma Zummak
Dan & Marva Schuldt
In Honor of Esther Wittenburg
Fredrick & Dee Krueger

Book Memorials

In Memory of Betty Lau
“The Old Truck” by Jerome Pumphrey
from Farmers Co-op Readlyn and Shell
Rock

Thank you for
your generosity

Foot Clinics Are
Back
The Bremer County Health Department will begin having foot
clinics at the Readlyn Library on
the 3rd Thursday of every month.

Starting

June 18th

Coronavirus Precautions:
Expanding our Services/Hours
Nancy, Tina, and I are excited to finally start moving back toward “normal”! We have been planning since
the beginning of the shutdown, with help from the Board of Trustees and with suggestions from our patrons,
on how to best serve the community. We have also been in communication with libraries throughout Bremer
County to discus and plan the best approach to reopen in a manner that is safe for our patrons and staff. In
line with the actions of most libraries, businesses, and other work environments we too will be taking a tiered
approach to reopening.
For the remainder of May, we will continue our curbside side service from 10:00 – 2:00, Monday through
Friday and Saturday from 9:00 - 1200. We will continue to offer faxing, printing, and copying services by
appointment. As we have done in the past we will do our best to meet the patron’s individual needs and to
accommodate any reasonable request just give us a call or send us an email.
Tentatively starting June 1st, we will open our doors to the public on a limited basis. Please keep in mind this
is only to access materials, computer access is available at designated times by appointment. We will not be
able to be a social hub or hang out for some time. Services will be staggered throughout the day to accommodate the most people while maximizing social distancing. The hours and services will be:
Monday - Friday
10:00 - 12:00 Curbside and library access for patrons over 60 and/or immune compromised.
12:00 – 2:00 Public library access limited to 4 patrons at a time.
2:00 – 5:00 Computer and family library access by appointment.
Saturday
9:00 – 12:00 Public library access limited to 4 patrons at a time.
Finally, as we get more comfortable with social distancing, cleaning, and expanded safety measures we will
cautiously and deliberately ease restrictions until our previous operating capacity is fully restored.
As we reopen the following safety measures will be in effect:

Don’t forget about
our digital resources!
Hoopla and Bridges
Baby’s First Book

The Readlyn Library strives to promote a lifetime of reading. If you
know anyone in the Readlyn area
that is expecting, stop by the library and register them to receive
a free book. Help us welcome new
Readlyn’s newest residents to the
world and also to the world of
reading!

Hours:
Monday

10:00 - 5:00

Tuesday

10:00 - 5:00

Wednesday

10:00 - 5:00

Thursday

10:00 - 5:00

Friday

10:00 - 5:00

Saturday

9:00 - 12:00

• Patrons under 14 must be supervised by a parent or guardian
• Limit of 2 family members unless pre-scheduled
• Patrons who have any cold/flu/virus symptoms or have been exposed to anyone with symptoms are
asked not to enter the library
• Out of respect for fellow patrons and staff, patrons are asked to wear a mask while in the library
• All in-library programs are canceled through the end of July
• Social distancing measures must be followed
• Place all returns in book drop/do not place items on counters
Summary: youth super vised, shor t visits, no lar ge gr oups, no congr egating, masks encour aged

As always if you have any questions, comments, or concerns please let us know!
Phone and Fax: 319-279-3432 Email: readlynlib@gmail.com

Visit Our Webpage!
https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us/
We are Empty Without You!
Do you have any interesting hobbies or collections you
would like to share? Please ask us about having a month
long showcase in the library display. This is a great opportunity to share an interesting passion with the community.

*********************************************************************************************************************************************

Wednesday, May 27, 2020

Readlyn Chronicle

Readlyn, Long Ago

Page 5

Compiled by Bob Thran

Readlyn-Denver Civil War Veterans (1861-1864)

One hundred and sixty years ago,
written into the United States Constitution, owning a black human being was a right in some states. Black
people were bought and sold and auctioned off at slave markets.
The
Confederate States’ entire
economy was based on slave labor. As
America was moving westward, new
states were being added to the United
States. These states, including Iowa,
were anti-slave states. Southern states,
fearing the anti slave sentiment, seceded from the union. Abraham Lincoln,
recently elected president, did not allow the breakup of the Union. The
Civil War had begun!
These Civil War veterans are buried
in Readlyn/Denver area cemeteries (1
to 10 Readlyn, 11 to 27 Denver):
1. Leopold Leistikow, buried at
Grove Hill (see featured story)
2. George Vandewalker
3. John Kerr
4. W. F. Beck
5. Alfred Robinson
6. Herges Miller
7. Henry Porter
8. George Hahn
9. Two Unreadable Stones
10. Johann Schwer, Klinger
11. Jacob Michael, Messingham
12. John Rector
13. James Ballard
14. Joseph Farriis
15. John Foutsch
16. Isaac Conner
17. Christian Pipho, Maxfield
18. John Richman
19. Johan Schoof
20. Johann Schumacher
21. Heinrich Vogt, Artesian
22. Friederich Heidemann, Sharp
23. Ludwig Becker
24. Christian Mohling
25. Don MacDonald, East Janesville
26. Hiram Auner
27. John Adams, Pioneer
The Civil War was a vicious war.
Strategy was a skirmish line. Soldiers

on both sides walked in a straight
line side-by-side toward the enemy,
then fired at close range or engaged
in hand-to-hand combat. Rifles were
single shot, and reloading took many
seconds.
Many were severely wounded!
Wounded were gathered from the battlefields after a battle, then often had
to suffer a long wait to be treated. Facilities and treatment were crude. Sanitation was non-existent. Sulfa was not
yet available, as in WWII, to douse the
wound to prevent infection. One of
the tools a surgeon had available was
a saw with which to remove all or part
of a mangled limb or a limb in which
gangrene had set in. Doctors were not
familiar with treating severe wounds,
and amputation was often the solution.
Treated wounds later oozed pus, and
amputation again was necessary.
For every three who died in battle,
five died of disease. One-fourth of
those on both sides who were captured
and imprisoned died of disease, hunger
or exposure. Great honor is to be bestowed to those who survived and are
now lying at rest in our Readlyn/Denver cemeteries. General Grant stated,
“WAR IS HELL!” The American Civil
War was fought in the Depths of Hell!
After four years, the Civil War ended
on April 9, 1865, when General Robert
E. Lee surrendered to General Ulysses
S. Grant at Appomattox Court House.
The Confederacy no longer existed.
Four million slaves were freed.
According to the American Battlefield Trust, of the 3.5 million who
fought in the war, there were 1.5
million casualties, 620,000 of which
were deaths, making the Civil War the
bloodiest in American history. More
lives were lost in the Civil War than in
World War I and World War II combined. The battle of Gettysburg alone
had 51,000 casualties. Additionally, there were 476,000 wounded and
400,000 captured or missing.

Many Civil War soldiers served in Battery M 2nd U.S. Horse Artillery.

Leopold Leistikow (1837-1912)
Leopold Leistikow has many descendants living in the greater Readlyn area.
His Civil War military history was presented to me by his great-grandson, Ron
Leistikow.
Born in Labentz, Silesia, Germany, now
Poland, of Slav parents on March 10, 1837,
and given the Slavish name Leopold, he
migrated with his parents to the Klinger
area. Leopold was section foreman on the
Northwest Railroad when he enlisted into
the 64th U.S. Artillery, on April 3, 1861.
He was assigned to the horse artillery.
In the horse artillery, lighter cannons
were pulled by six horses, accompanied
by horse-drawn caissons (wagons) carrying ammunition. All men were mounted.
This type of artillery could travel many
miles in one day. Duty was dangerous for,
in battle, horses were a target. Artillery
shells would burst among them. Horses would spook. Soldiers were killed not

only by the fire directed at the horses, but
also in the confusion of runaways and the
tangling of harnesses.
Leopold, in his three years in the Civil War, participated in dozens of battles
ranging from Washington, D.C. to Tennessee. Major battles in which he fought were
some of the most famous and bloodiest,
Gettysburg, Antietam and Fredericksburg.
After serving three years, Loepold was
discharged on April 3, 1864 in Nashville,
Tennessee. He returned to the Klinger area
and resumed his duties with the railroad.
Loepold married Dorthea Tiedt on April
4, 1864 in Illinois. He and Dorthea raised
five daughters and six sons, all born in a
log cabin on what is now the Leon Heinemann farm one mile south of Readlyn. He
died November 8, 1912 and is buried in
the Grove Hill Cemetery four miles east
of Readlyn. He lies there with nine of his
fellow Civil War soldiers.

Farm Bureau Health Plan is
making health coverage more
affordable for more Iowans.
Iowans are saving as much
as 50% on their monthly premiums
ENROLLMENT IS
OPEN YEAR-ROUND!
Contact me today:

Lynne Bellile
Agent photo

222 Main St
Readlyn
(319) 279-4001
Agent info
(515) 249-8997
Cell
https://lynnebellile.fbfsagents.com

Plans underwritten by Farm Bureau Health Benefit Plan, LLC. This coverage is not required to
comply with certain federal or state market requirements for health insurance, including the
Affordable Care Act (ACA) and is not considered “minimum essential coverage” under the
ACA. FBHP05 (5-19)

Leopold and Dorthea Leistikow are shown with their children, son, August, and daughter, Amelia, in their Iowa home.
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READLYN
T

HROUGH THE

YEARS

By Genevieve Schrage

A different family lifestyle!!!
Since it has been a long time that the
rural areas of our country have been
open to settlement, I am about to tell
my genealogical history of my father's
side of the family. It begins with my
great-grandparents, the Peter (III) Maurer's migration to America in 1853, the
permanent settlement in 1855, including a consummation achievement or,
in other words, a marriage. Remember,
Readlyn wasn't incorporated until 1904,
two years after the railroad was built in
1902. Imagine to have to go from 1855
until 1904 (49 years) after supplies in
Waverly (incorporated in 1846), a distance of thirteen miles each way.
The next generation of Maurer farmers was Peter's son, Benjamin Frank,
who wasn’t to enjoy a healthful lifetime. He married my grandmother,
Mary. After a few years they had moved
to Texas, hoping to improve Benjamin's
life, but it was only a brief stay. Grandpa died in 1923, before I was born.
Going back to when my Grandmother
Mary's parents and family (the Koschmeders) moved from Cedar Falls to
the Readlyn area, it was a time when
making and shining shoes was not a
hefty-paying occupation for a large
family, although, there were only four
children at the time of the move to rural
Readlyn.

Tempers ran full-speed forward. The
three oldest boys were not thrilled at the
thought of trying to farm with all the
handicaps involved. First of all, there
was no money "floating around," which
was the biggest detriment in changing to
an unfamiliar lifestyle. The sons, Frank,
Herman, and Henry, had contacts with
a friend who had moved to the Washington-Oregon area and who had convinced the three brothers to move West,
in search of a better life.
Their friend was aware of the family
upheavals and of the many disturbances
created by the boy's father, Anton Koschmeder, and thought perhaps it was
time for a separation. Herman, Henry,
and Frank thought this to be a good idea,
since their mother, also Mary, was at the
brink of needing psychiatric help. This
step seemed to be the answer to some of
their questions, so they introduced this
idea to their mother after the family had
lived on a farm near Readlyn for quite a
number of years and had increased their
family to eight children. Among the increase was Mary Koschmeder who became my grandmother when she married Benjamin Frank Maurer. His health
was a big problem, so she became the
chief farmer, besides rearing seven children, although two died young. She was
very active with a hammer. When she
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went to the barn to milk, she carried her
"Fix-it Kit" with her. (My father was
also handy with a hammer!!!)
Many years later, in 1937, when
Grandma Maurer stayed with us kids
during a Western trip for our parents,
she was our babysitter for about two
weeks. During this time, she built enclosed storage cupboards in the basement. We lived in the basement in the
summertime and the house was "only
seventeen years old" and no cupboards.
What a revolting development! She
passed away in 1944, at the age of seventy-one.
The baby, Minnie, was about two
years old when she and her mother,
Mary, made the move to the West Coast
— Oregon and Washington. Minnie's
three brothers had moved earlier, and
had found jobs in Washington, in the
fruit orchards of Dayton and Yakima,
and in Oregon, in good farmland as well
as the vast lumbering areas. They had
also made arrangements to get a job in
the hops fields for their mother.
The move was made after the arrangements were made, but Mary, my
great-grandmother, never came back to
see her four children who stayed with
their dad. Several of them had made
trips Out West to see her. Charlie was
about fifteen — he never saw his mother again — he was slated to help his
father with the farm work. Mary (my
grandmother), who was ten years old
when her mother left, had to “step up
to the plate” and be the housekeeper.
Emma and John were six and four years
old at the time.
Mary (my grandmother) managed to
visit their neighbor lady for much advice, related to cooking and ordinary
housework. Her neighbor eventually
had fifteen children and was always a
willing helper. She taught Mary how
to bake bread, make many pastries, as
well as to make home-made soap. With

a family of that size for neighbors, there
may have been some help coming from
the neighbor kids. There were many
Wittenburgs who settled in the Readlyn-Denver area.
In the meantime, Minnie had grown
up to be an educated girl. She graduated
from high school and eventually married Christ Sheldon. She and her mother lived with the oldest brother, Frank,
until she got married. Minnie and Christ
made several trips back to Iowa to visit
her relatives. They had several children
— their son, Russell, and his new bride
spent their honeymoon in the Midwest
with relatives. This split-up family
made many trips back and forth to visit
their relatives.
One of the most interesting things
that I remember was when my grandmother, Mary, told me that when she
was seventeen, her father, Anton, gave
her some money and told her to “take
the train and go out to see what your
mother is up to.” She went out West and
stayed longer, having gotten a job for a
short time.
In later years, Grandma’s daughter,
Mabel (my Aunt Mabel),was interested
in meeting her Uncle Henry’s five children, the only one of the three brothers
out West who had children. She got a
job out West for quite a few years. She
met and became good friends with all of
Henry’s children. Then she finally came
back and got married at the age of thirty-five. She and her husband did a lot of
traveling. They had many trips out West
as well as around the world. They observed their Golden Wedding anniversary, and she lived into her nineties.
Great-grandmother Mary never left
the Oregon area and great-grandfather
Anton never left Readlyn. Great-grandmother Mary is buried in the Salem, Oregon cemetery. Great-grandfather Anton is buried in the Grove Hill Cemetery
on Highway 3 east of Readlyn.

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Liquid F rtilizers
e

)(57,/,=,1*:(('&21752/$(5$7,1*7+$7&+,1*6((',1*02:,1*

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell 319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Sunrise Catering
Jim Collins
PO Box 190
• Full Service Catering
Readlyn,
IA 50668
• Weddings
• Special Events
(319) 279-4089
• Company Picnics
(319) 961-8610
www.Sunrise-Catering.com

Dillon Law Ofﬁce, PC
319-279-3893
319-267-2035
securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

Patrick B. Dillon

209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation
• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com
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Congratulations
Readlyn
2020
Seniors
Class of

Tanner Blaylock

Tanner Blaylock is the son of Dan and
Kristin Blaylock.
During his time at Wapsie Valley High
School he earned
the
following
awards and honors:
Gold
Presidential
Award
for Educational
Achievement;
Wapsie
Valley
Education Foundation
Service
Scholarship recipient; National Honor Society member; Silver Cord
Volunteer Award; All Academic Teams
- football, baseball, and track; First Team
District Defensive Lineman - 2 years;
Des Moines Register All State Football
Team-Defensive Line; State Track Qualifier in Shot Put; Varsity Letter Winner football, baseball and track.
He was a member of National Honor
Society, played football, baseball, track,
and basketball, and enjoys time outdoors
hunting, fishing, camping, and playing
sports.
His future plans are to attend Wartburg
College to major in exercise science and
minor in sports management, and will also
be playing football for the Knights this
fall.

Brendon Brown

Brendon Brown is the son of Jeremy
and Kim Brown
of Readlyn.
Brendon
has
been in the following activities
throughout
his
High School career: FFA, football, golf, and his
churches
RAP
(Readlyn
Area
Parish)
Youth
Group.
Brendon plans
to attend Hawkeye Community College
this fall for ag business.

Morgan Downs

Morgan Downs is the daughter of JoDee
Downs and Timothy Downs.
Her high school
activities have included
archery
her freshman year
and cross country
as a freshman.
Morgan plans
to go to Hawkeye Community
College for their
medical laboratory technology program.

Jason Harks

Jason Harks is
the son of Tony
and
Michelle
Harks.
In high school,
he was active in
FFA and archery,
and working for
Fairbank Locker,
Kwik Star and
Sunrise Catering.
His future plans
are to move to Hawaii and start his career.

Denver, Iowa

Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

WILEY
CONSTRUCTION
Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling
Ag Building Repairs

Nick Wiley

Jackson
Nading

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518

DENVER, IA

Jackson James
Nading is the son
of Scott and Mary
Nading.
He plans to
work, and is undecided
about
college.

Andruw David Powell

Andruw Powell
is the son of Andrea Buehler and
Dave Powell.
He played football for the Wapsie Valley Warriors.
Andruw’s
future plan is,
"Helping families have more
options and freedom."

Anna Richards

Anna Richards is the daughter of Mike
and
Cassandra
Richards.
At Wapsie Valley High School,
she was active in
FFA, basketball,
National Honor
Society, and football cheerleading.
Her
future
plans are to attend
DMACC in Ankeny for agribusiness then transfer to Iowa State for agricultural studies. “I want to use this degree
to come back to the Wapsie community
and work as an ag loan officer.”

Kiks Rosengarten

Kiks
Rosengarten is the son
of Jim and Sheila
Rosengarten.
Basketball,
football, golf, and
track and field
kept him busy in
high school.
Kiks plans to
attend
Upper
Iowa University
to study business
management and play basketball.

1022 Skyler • Denver
Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D

R es
tori
n

s.

ile
g He
alth. Celebrating Sm

2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677
319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!

Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of
excellent dental care.
Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.

VANDAELE
INSURANCE, INC.
For all your insurance needs.

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance
119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467
Fairbank, IA 50629

319-635-2526
Fax: 319-635-2162
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Members of the Readlyn Gardeners are planting annuals at the ball park gardens.
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Readlyn Gardeners members Bonnie Erickson, Velda Hagenow, Ruth Wittenburg,
Betty and Gary Matthias, Pat Wehr, Roger
and Marlys Deterding, Gary Thurm, and
Janet Ladage are launching another year
adding color to Readlyn. New members
are always welcome. Photos contributed

Deadline for the
June 24 Chronicle:

Thurs., June 11, 5 PM

SPECIALS:

Mondays
Tenderloin $3.00
Tuesdays
Hamburger $1.75
Wednesdays
Maid-Rite $2.50
Thursdays
Taco $2.00 Taco Salad $6.00
Fridays
Fish Sandwich $4.00
Mon.-Fri. 10:30 am-10 pm
Sat. 11 am-10 pm; Sun. 4-9 pm

PANTHER
LANES

Restaurant•Bar•Bowling
Russell & Jessica Novak

Hwy. 93 W, Tripoli • 319-882-3753

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner
207 East Bremer Avenue

Waverly
319-352-9129

info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com
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Readlyn
Outdoors
By: Eric Johnston

Family Fishing
ejohnston@mossyoakprostaff.com

Last month I wrote about the month
of May and all the great outdoor activities available to participate in during the
month. One of those May activities is turkey hunting. Well, I’m sad to inform you
all that within the month of May and the
earlier seasons, the Eastern wild turkey
has absolutely kicked my butt this spring.
Many hunts and many close calls led
to more stories than meat in the freezer,
and the old adage of sometimes you’re
the bug, sometimes you’re the windshield, definitely rang true this season!
I was most certainly the bug this spring.
BUT!!!! That’s more than OK with me —
I learned a lot this season and have many
new memories with my daughter and Dad.
At writing this, I have five days left of the
season, I’ll update you the next article on
how this season ends. I congratulate all
the outdoorsman and women who were
successful this spring!
This month I want to talk about an activity you can share together as a family in
these weird (I’m not going to use the term)
C@50%#a virus times.
One activity that has really been utilized

more this spring than in recent years past
is fishing. This spring, I’ve noticed more
folks and families enjoying the sport I
love so much. Without the hectic schedules of youth sports, work, and school
events, families have had more time to be
together, and many have taken to the outdoors and fishing in particular.
Even if you really don’t know much
about fishing, you can enjoy the sport
without a lot of high cost in gear and get
your family involved. A great place to
start is a bait and tackle store. As most of
you know, I’m very partial to Hank’s Live
Bait and Tackle at 186 W. 15th St., Waterloo. Smaller stores, such as Hank’s, can
be very helpful in getting you and your
family started with quality, low-cost gear
and great advice to point you in the right
direction.
You can get started with simple bobber and worm rigs to catch bluegills and
crappies and work your way up to all the
various lures available to fishermen for all
varieties of fish. I recently made a YouTube video for a young fisherman getting
started bass fishing and how to rig and fish
various baits. Check it out at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=9bcoyfoa8k4&-

feature=share and it can help you get started with some basic bass rigs and baits.
Also, YouTube can be a great resource
to help you get started. There are endless
fishing videos online with a quick search.
As far as where to fish, we are fortunate enough to live in our great Readlyn
area that holds many fishing opportunities
nearby. The Wapsi River and its backwaters are a great place to start. The Wapsi is
home to many species of fish and, fortunately, has been running low this spring.
Seek out areas to fish the Wapsi by looking for deeper areas in the river that will
be holding fish with it low. Also, some often overlooked areas to fish are the numerous ponds in the river bottom the Wapsi
leaves behind as it recedes into its banks
after spring flooding. Fish end up in these
ponds from floods and can be great for all
varieties of fish.
Part of the excitement fishing these
ponds is never knowing what you might
possibly catch! These ponds are easily
found by using online aerial photos. And
most of them around here reside on public lands, so, with a little homework, you

can find little honey holes that are often
overlooked.
Another great thing about our area
is many farmers and landowners have
small ponds nearby. Sometimes a little
door-knocking and conversation can gain
yourself access to a great fishing spot.
If you’re just getting into fishing, include the family and it can be a passion
you can all learn together and share. I
know I have many bonds that will last a
lifetime due to fishing. So, as we head into
summer and you’re looking for family activities to enjoy, grab the fishing poles and
get the family outside to make some memories and some big fish stories!
Iowa’s free fishing weekend is June 5-7,
so you can give it a try without even needing to purchase a license that weekend!
Before I leave you this month, I want to
say a special thanks to some local folks,
they will know why, Charlie and Wilda
Albrecht, Laverne and Judy Leistikow,
and Mark and Ruth Happel. I just want to
say I can’t thank you enough and I look
forward to many years of friendship! Until
next time, GET OUTDOORS!

Hillcrest Living
Friendly. Trusted. Proven.

We not only provide great
care and attend to your
medical needs, we create a
fulfilling lifestyle. Offering
Three levels of care that are:
exercise programs, choice
menu dining, social out- all on the same campus,
lets, creative enrichment
under the same roof
opportunities, and spa- adjacent to Community Memorial cious apartments/rooms.
Hospital (Unity Point Health)
We care about life and
YOU living it to the fullest!

Terrace Assisted Living • Hillcrest Skilled Care Nursing

Southview Apartments

915 W. First St., Sumner •563-578-8591 • www.hillcrestsumner.com
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Ag Resources

Kurt R. Leistikow - Attorney at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D
Cedar Falls, IA 50613
(319) 553-3400 • kurt@llollc.net

Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301

Stumme, Collins, Gritters
& Epley, PLLC
Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622
Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Farmers Co-op
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339
First National Bank
(319) 352-1340
www.myfnbbank.com
Flint Hills Resources
Fairbank 319-635-9404
Shell Rock 319-885-2012
www.fhr.com
Liddle-Ebert Ltd. - Randy & Dee Liddle
Farm Drainage
1196 Hilton Ave., Plainfield, IA 50666
(319) 275-4528 • (319) 596-5280
Monsanto Dekalb/Asgrow Dave Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd.,
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029
Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136
PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098
Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083
Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555
Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. • (319) 279-3867
Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859
Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President
303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717
smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Fischels Commercial & Residential
(319) 415-7349
joe@sulenticfischels.com
3510 Kimball Ave., Waterloo, IA 50702
Tel: (319) 234-5000 Fax: (319) 291-7000
www.sulenticfischels.com
Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533
louiehartman@netins.net
www.towncountryhome.com
215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA 50674
Connie Rochford, Broker
Office 563-578-8899
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Quarter Ave. Storage
2310 Quarter Ave. (319) 240-1122
Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432
Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321
RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375
Willow Winds Assisted Living
121Bremer Ave., Denver • (319) 984-5867

Food and

Restaurants
Fairbank Food Center
www.FairbankFoodCenter.com
Jennifer & Shawn Davis
102 4th St. N., Fairbank
(319) 635-2139
Inspired Luncheonette
314 Main St. (319) 279-3051

Auto Sales and

Sunrise Catering
201 Main St. (319) 279-4089

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Beauty

K.C. Auto Body, L.T.D.
1701 East Bremer Ave., Waverly
(319) 352-0881 • kcautobody@aol.com

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn
Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Insurance

Repair

Building and

Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing
and Excavation
1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513
Denver Heating & Cooling
120 Transit St., Denver
319.406.0000

Hair and

Services
Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
Office: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545
Farm Bureau - Jim Peters
Office (563) 578-8054
Office (319) 352-3667
Home (319) 279-3266

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
408 W. Bremer Ave. Suite A, Waverly
(319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

Stine/LG Seeds - Greg Matthias
2765 270th St. • (319) 279-3811

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319.352.3917

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.
319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801
Cell: (319) 230-7770

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA
(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver
(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

Weeds On Fire Custom Application
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner
Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Spring Center Farm
Pioneer - Dean Buhr
2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and

Realtors

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law
209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312
patdillon@50674law.com

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly
319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com
Wiley Construction
Denver, IA
(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo
340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591
www.hillcrestsumner.com
Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551
www.kaisercorson.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668
877-418-3090
VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA
319-635-2526

Landscaping &

Nursery

Landscape Creations
Tripoli, Iowa (319) 882-4486
Tiedt Nursery
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly (319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor

Repair

L&L Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave. (319) 279-3363
Nick’s Repair - 211 Malone Ave.,
Readlyn, IA - (319) 279-3517 or
(319) 269-5604 - Service & repair of small
engines & outdoor power equipment

Reiter Repair LLC
3501 E. Cedar Wapsie Rd., Waterloo
319-279-3876 • Cell 319-231-2452
RA Machine
2504 230th St. • (319) 279-3161
Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. • (319) 279-3539

Specialty

Businesses
Buhrow’s Floors N’ More
240 South State St., Denver, IA
(319) 984-5301 • (866) 984-5301
bfloorsnmore@msn.com
Cedar Valley Portables, LLC
Nashua • (319) 535-3456 or
cedarvalleyportables@gmail.com
CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Owner: Darrin Siefken - 107 E. Bremer
Ave., Waverly (319) 352-9129
Davis Lawn Service LLC
Shawn and Jennifer Davis
104 Industrial Dr., Fairbank
319-239-5011
The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft
Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219
Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA (319) 635-2311
(888) 282-9992 www.myerspolaris.com
Kibbles N Catnip Pet Grooming
1308 W. 1st St., Sumner, IA
319-327-4344
Newy’s Wireless Communications US Cellular - Jeff Neuendorf
1022 Skyler St., Denver (319) 240-7150
Panther Lanes
502 7th Ave. SW, Tripoli (319) 882-3753
Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585
Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA
800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com
Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly
319-352-2270
Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-4112
Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA
319-882-4269

Become a sponsor and have your business
recognized on this page! Call RON LEISTIKOW
at (319) 279-3548.
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Leistikow Family
scholarships presented
The Leistikow Family scholarships
were presented virtually on Wapsie Valley
class awards night May 6.
The four $400 scholarships were presented by Ron Leistikow and the providers were LaVerne and Judy Leistikow,
Kurt and Jennifer Leistikow, and Ron
and Judy Leistikow, all who either attended Wapsie or their children did. It is
our way to give something back to our
school.

Brendon Brown

The first winner is Brendon Brown,
Readlyn. Brendon has worked in the area,
mostly in agriculture-related jobs, besides
doing much volunteer work and being involved in FFA, football, band, and golf.
He plans to attend Hawkeye Community
College for ag business and later transfer
to Iowa State University for a bachelor’s
degree. His parents are Kim and Jeremy
Brown.

Hannah Miller

The second winner is Hannah Miller,
Oran. Hannah has been involved in archery, FFA, Honor Society, softball, TAG,
her church and 4-H club. Her plans are to
attend Kirkwood and become a veterinary

technician. Her mother is Tamara Miller.

Cole Neil

The third winner is Cole Neil of Fairbank. Cole has been involved in hundreds
of hours of farm work, mostly with cattle.
He was also involved in football, basketball, baseball, track, FFA and National
Honor Society. He plans to attend ISU for
an animal science degree. His parents are
Todd and Alisa Neil.

Anna Richards

The fourth recipient is Anna Richards of
Fairbank. She has been involved in many
activities including band, FFA, basketball, 4-H, National Honor Society, golf,
cheerleading, volleyball and her church.
Her plans are to attend Des Moines Area
Community College for a degree in ag
business. Her parents are Mike and Cassandra Richards.
We had 13 applicants and it was not
easy to pick the winners.
Congratulations to all the Leistikow
scholarship winners!
Also, it was noted that Cole Neil and
Hannah Miller each had won a $500
scholarship from the Bremer County Corn
Growers organization earlier.

SEND
NEWS
of your community
to the Readlyn Chronicle at:

ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

more than your farm,
your american dream.

Readlyn Community Club Scholarship Winner is Brendon Brown

— Ron Leistikow presented Brendon Brown with a $500 scholarship from funds that
remained of the Valentine Ball fundraiser. Brendon has done volunteer work in his community in many ways including Grump Days, FFA Omelet Breakfast, Christmas Lights in
the Park, fall decorations, and more. Brendon has grown up in Readlyn and states that
he loves his town. The committee felt he was very worthy of this scholarship. Congratulations, Brendon.

We offer coverage that includes coverage for buildings, equipment and liability—
all at competitive rates. call today to get a quote to protect you and your farm.

Kristi Demuth, Agent
Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
408 W Bremer Ave Ste A,
Waverly
Bus: (319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I., American Family Insurance Company,
Midvale Indemnity Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
007388 – Rev. 2/15 ©2015 – 11624425
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Send news of your club, organization or church to the Readlyn Chronicle:

ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com
Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668
(319) 279-3977
Pastor Philip Giradin
Sunday School 9 am
Divine Service 10 a.m.
St. Matthew Lutheran
Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street
Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Divine Parish Worship
at St. Matthews, 9:00 a.m.
Mid-week Service at Zion,
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.
Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668
(319) 279-3961
Pastor Philip Giradin
Worship 8:30 AM

His Hands
Food Pantry

5002 Main Street
Oran

Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM
Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required
Currently serving Denver, Fairbank,
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia,
Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Helping Hands
Clothing Closet
2029 Viking Ave.
Hwy. V56 - Sumner
Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM
First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required;
providing FREE clothing to those in need

1004 E. Bremer Ave.

Waverly, IA 319-352-3917
Electrical Wiring of all Types:

Commercial
Residential
Farm
Industrial

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!
Paul Smith

319-269-0952
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668
(319) 279-3643
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing
Site Preparation
Septic Systems
Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation
Drainage

Sunday Divine Worship Service 8:00 a.m.
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
Mid-week Service Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.
Evening Circle 1st Thursday 6 p.m.

Come home to

Willow Winds
Assisted Living

A move to Willow Winds is more
than a change of address. It’s a
Community that ensures peace
of mind.

Fairbank, Iowa

Looking for people who are young at heart and wanting to let someone
else deal with the day-to-day? Bring your home to our home.

Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at
319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Amenities included for all tenants:
~Three home cooked meals a day
~Medication reminders
~Housekeeping and Laundry
~Emergency call pendants
~Activities
~Resident Assistant on site 24/7
~Cable & Utilities
~Nurse on call 24/7
~Wi-Fi access

121 Bremer Avenue
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5867

www.WillowWindsDenver.com

