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Home of 857 Friendly People and One Old Grump

Yards of the Month
   Readlyn Community’s pride in their yards is amazing!! With ten nom-

inated yards from last year plus two and more to come for this year, judges 
are continuing to select new winners to add to the dozen winners from past 
years.

Past winners:
Yard of the Month 2021

June: Lisa and Barry Wittenburg- 312 Lobeck
July: Aubrey and Eric Johnston – 308 Magill Avenue
August: Wes and Christo Woodman – 326 East 4th Street
September: Connie and Scott Matthias – 223 West 4th Street

Yard of the Month 2020
June: Ruth and Mark Happel – 246 Briggs
July: Connie and Gary Sauerbrei – 407 Goodell
August: Mary Chapin – 209 Highland
September: Brenda and Jerry Meyer – 292 Clark

Yard of the Month 2019
June: Abby, Rhino, and Tiptyn Cox – 509 5th Street Place
July: Craig and Janette Hesse – 230 West Clark
August: Marlys Wittenburg – 406 6th Street
September:  Ron and Louie Hartman – 248 Clark
Thank you, Weeds on Fire, for continuing to recognize Readlyn’s out-

standing yards.
The winners for June and July both recently moved to Readlyn and have 

done a terrific job cultivating beautiful flower beds to enhance their yards. 
Marvin Baker, 409 Lobeck, is June’s Yard of the Month winner. Al-

though he has been gardening since he was a kid, Marvin feels he should 
share the credit of his award- winning yard with his family.

The yard had existing flower beds when he moved in, but his brother-in-
law, Dean Conrad, roto-tilled them to give Marvin a fresh start. His sister, 
Carolyn Conrad, a master gardener from Sumner, generously helped him 
move some of his flowers and plants from his former residence in Tripoli. 
Marvin’s rhubarb and some of his irises were gifted by his mom and trans-
planted from Nebraska. His 30-year-old roses add to the beauty of the front 
flower bed. The transformation in two summers is amazing.

Looking at the pictures, you can see that birds and farm animals are 
favorites of his. Marvin’s favorites combined with many nostalgic items 
gifted from his family have created his aesthetically pleasing yard. Mar-
vin feels grateful to be selected as the recipient of the Yard of the Month 
award. 

July’s winning yard at 408 West 4th belongs to Shari and Joe Anderson 
who feel it is awesome to be selected to receive the Yard of the Month 
award. Moving from a five-acre residence near Bremer, IA, they wel-
comed their new yard in Readlyn with big trees and NO gardens as a blank 
canvas. The vintage flower bed artists went to work! 

Their flower beds are truly a family affair as is evident from the cap-
tions with the pictures. Many of the perennials and bushes were gifts 
from Shari’s sister, Karen, who lives in Racine, WI. The red cedar tree 
has quite a history. Shari presented it to her brother, Randy, in 2007 as a 
house warming gift; it was about 6 inches tall. Luckily, he kept it in a pot 
on his patio. When he sold his house, he re-gifted it to them. The arbor 
Randy made for his mom is one of their favorite possessions since both 
are deceased. In addition to the help of siblings, Shari and Joe’s kids and 
grandson have often helped with their gardening projects. It is evident that 
Shari’s favorite thing to do on her day off, with Joe’s help, is to “play in 
the dirt.” Keep an eye on this property … they have many more ideas for 
future improvements. 

Young voters turned out for the June 7 primary election at the Readlyn 
Precinct.  153 voters was a great showing for a midterm primary.  Shown 
after casting their ballots are sisters Stacy (left) and Erin Armbrecht. Thank 
you to all who participated.  See you in November!

Marvin is seated beside the house warming foun-
tain he received 1 1/2 years ago when he moved 
to Readlyn from Tripoli.

Marvin has kept these roses alive for 30 years!!

The primitive tree was made by his sister and 
brother-in-law, Carolyn and Dean Conrad, 
Sumner, IA. Mandevillas on the left are an annual 
flower Marvin grows.

The rain lilies on the stairs are from his mother.
See more photos on page 8 See more photos on page 8

Joe and Shari Anderson feel it's awesome to be 
selected as July's Yard of the Month winner.

Seeds are in the pot, and Shari’s brother, Randy, 
made the artistic bench.

The geese were purchased when “Friends” went 
off the air; hence they are named Ross and Ra-
chel.

Trinkets and Togs, where Shari works, helps pro-
vide these treasures. 

June July
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Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Lydia Imbrogno

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Larry Sauerbrei
2021 Co-Grump

Heritage Ag 
Research Inc.

2570  Tailor Ave., Fairbank, IA
Jon Jaschen

David R. Wheeler
8234 E. Marquis Rd., Fairbank, IA 

(319) 230-1029

Looking for people who are young at heart and wanting to let someone 
else deal with the day-to-day? Bring your home to our home.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.

VANDAELE 
INSURANCE, INC.

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467
Fairbank, IA 50629

319-635-2526
Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.

It has been a year as the 2021 co-Grump and soon the new Grump will be chosen and 
take over. The time has really gone by fast. It has been an honor to represent Readlyn 
this past year. It's been a pleasure to be a co-grump with Marlys (Deterding). We've had 
a lot of fun. It's interesting how many other towns/cities have heard of the "Readlyn 
Grump." I was in Cedar Falls recently and someone saw my license plate which says 
"Grump 21" and they came up behind me and said "So you’re from Readlyn, huh, that's 
pretty neat you guys have a Grump."

I'm sorry I missed sending a write-up in the last two Chronicles...time just got away 
from me and I missed the cut-offs.

I wanted to say thanks to all of the people working behind the scenes in Readlyn. 
Thanks to the Readlyn Gardeners who keep the flower gardens looking beautiful. Thanks 
to all of the Community Club committees who do all of the planning and organizing for 
Grump Days and all of the other events throughout the year. Thanks to the people who 
manage the cans that help support our fireworks and expenses. Last but not least, special 
thanks to Barney and Austin for keeping this town looking great! They say it takes a 
village to keep things going, and we have a great village in Readlyn!

I'm signing out for the last time. But I look forward to representing the town in the 
future as a past Grump. I'm planning on continuing to wear my Grump hat to represent 
Readlyn. Lol.
Larry Sauerbrei

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

Hello! This will be my last 
mystery item reveal! I hope you 
enjoyed the pictures and clues 
that we have done this last year. 

The final reveal is the Grump 
Days logo. The theme is “Oh 
the things we’ll do in 2022.” 

As always, Grump Days was 
a blast! Thanks to the Readlyn 
Community Club members and 
any other volunteers that helped 
make it happen! Congrats to the 
new Miss. Readlyn, Lil Grump-
sters, and Grump! 
-Lydia

Deadline for
the July 27 
Chronicle is

Thurs., July 14
at 5 PM

Send news to 
Readlyn

Chronicle@
gmail.com
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Readlyn Community Happenings

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

1004 E. Bremer Ave.
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

Sunrise Catering
Jim Collins

• Full Service Catering
• Weddings
• Special Events
• Company Picnics

PO Box 190
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-4089
(319) 961-8610

www.Sunrise-Catering.com

www.bankfidelity.bank  |  800.403.8333

Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*
Top 100 Ag Lender in the Nation*

Adam
Schaufenbuel
Vice President, Waverly

Megan
Niewoehner

Loan O�cer, Oelwein

* Source: Top 100 Farm Lenders Ranked by Dollar Volume, FDIC, Data as of 4Q 2021.

Colby and Joyce Withers

Withers/65th 
wedding 
anniversary

Colby and Joyce Withers will be host-
ing a 65th Anniversary Open House and 
Dance on Sunday, July 24 at the Center 
Inn Event Center in Readlyn, Iowa from 1 
pm to 5 pm. It will include free food and 
dancing featuring Barefoot Becky and the 
Ivanhoe Dutchmen.

Please come and enjoy the afternoon 
with us!

� ank you to all my 
family and friends, near 

and far, for remembering 
me with cards, calls, 
messages, and gi� s.

It was a birthday that was 
� lled with many surprises 

and made my 90th a 
great celebration. God's 
Blessings to all of you!

Marlys Wittenburg

Thank You

A CREATIVE ROBIN. A surprise creation 
was discovered this morning at St. Mat-
thew's Cemetery. A mother robin made her 
nest in the middle of my flower arrange-
ment, and has two babies. I couldn't have 
created a better design myself. What a 
beautiful blessing. Judy Leistikow - photo 
by daughter Janice Hughes 

Fourth graders visit the local museum
By Judy and Ron Leistikow

Twenty fourth graders and teacher Mrs. 
Lincoln and teacher’s aide Mrs. Schnei-
der from Readlyn Elementary enjoyed a 
tour of the Readlyn Historical building on 
Wednesday, May 18.

Ron and Judy Leistikow and GaryLee 
Thurm were the tour guides.

The gas pumps in front of the building 

was our first stop, noting the price of gas 
that day was $4.64 and the price on the 
pump was 24 cents.

Readlyn is 118 years old and is the 
youngest town in Bremer County.

Many topics of history were talked 
about, including cutting ice on the Wapsie 
River — usually 18 inches thick and two 
feet squares that were stored in sawdust.

Readlyn Hospital and the train depot 
were important landmarks of Readlyn, but 
are no longer in existence.

The first water tower was erected in 
1913-1914, after the fire in 1912 burned 
the west side of Main Street.

Lots of history is found in the museum 
including an old cap gun that still works, 
old typewriters, farm tools, and more.

If you would like a tour, give us a call at 
319-240-5372.
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Thank you for your  
generosity 

Kimberly Hollon 

Oliver Cordova 
 

 

********************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Phone and Fax: 319-279-3432 Email: readlynlib@gmail.com Website:  www.readlyn.lib.ia.us 

 

Visit Our Webpage! 
https://

www.readlyn.lib.ia.us/ 

 

Monday 10:00 - 7:00 
Tuesday 10:00 - 5:00 

Wednesday 10:00 - 5:00 

Thursday 10:00 - 7:00 

Friday 10:00 - 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 - 12:00 

Cash Donations 

Hours: 

 
 The Bremer County Health 
Department holds foot clinics 
at the Readlyn Library on the 
3rd Thursday of every month. 

Services 
Fax / Print / Scan 
Conference Room 

Test Proctoring 
Interlibrary Loans 
Internet/WiFi/3D 

Printing 

Can’t Get to the Library? 
Remember:  Your library  card enables you to access digital content through both the 
Hoopla and Libby (previously Overdrive) app.  You can access e-books, audiobooks, 
movies, periodicals and even learning programs.  Check out the apps for more infor-

mation and don’t hesitate to reach out to the Library staff if you have questions! 
 
 

 
 

Library Assistant Needed! 
 
  The library is currently taking applications for a Library Assis-
tant.  Approximately 10 hours a week, but would also be need-

ed to fill-in for library staff in the event of illness or vacation.  Scheduled hours for 
this position would be 9am-1pm on Saturdays, and a few hours a week for special 
projects or programming.  We’re seeking someone who is comfortable assisting the 
public and who is interested in fostering a love of reading in our community.  If this 
sounds like a good fit for you, please reach out by emailing a resume to read-
lynlib@gmail.com or simply stop by to fill out an application.  We’d love to meet 
you! 
 

 
 

Things to do at the library: 
 

 Discover a great new author 
 Research topics that interest you and find great books on those subjects 

 Find a good movie to watch 
 Put together a puzzle or play a board game with your friends 

 Have a game of chess or cribbage (Cribbage games scheduled every Thursday 
at 10:00 am) 

 Have book discussions with our Book Club—a new book each month! 
 Play games on the Nintendo Switch 

 Request books that our library does not have through our Interlibrary Loan Ser-
vice 

 Find like-minded individuals to form discussion groups 
 Send your 3D projects to have printed on our 3D printer 

 Use the internet 
  READ!  

 
 

In Memory of Dave Lau 
Jim & Doris Wheling  
 
In Memory of John Brodigan 
Trent & Nancy Lockard 
 
In Memory of Reiny Freitag  
Barbara Meyer 
Nancy Erhardt 
Don & Mary Lou Billhorn 
Erin Matthias 
Larry & Carol Strottmann 
Ken & Barb Sowers 
 
In Memory of Marlys Riley 
 
In Memory of Lois Rathe 
Farmers Coop 
Ken & Barb Sowers 
Gordon Kalenske 
Terry & Missy Kalenske & Family 
Tom & Tracy Kalenske & Family 
 
In Memory of Carol Burger 
Barbara Meyer 
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Readlyn, Long Ago
Compiled by Bob Thran

Denver American Legion: 65 years of service and counting
By Peg Abbas, Staff Writer

Reprinted from a supplement to the Wa-
verly Democrat, March 1, 2001

Note: We extend thanks to Acker-Matthi-
as American Legion Post #653 for allowing 
us to peruse the very first minutes of the or-
ganization to explore their history.

Acker-Matthias American Legion Post 
#653 was dedicated on Jan. 16, 1936, in an 
event heralded as “one of the largest crowds 
recalled in the history of this thriving little 
city.”

Formation of the Denver Post was the 
brainchild of a few World War I Denver 
veterans who envisioned a Post of their 
own rather than be a part of the Waverly 
Post. Historian George A. Sagert recorded 
thoughts and ideas of  the veterans:

Sometime last fall, a few veterans attend-
ed a meeting in Waverly. On the way back, 
we got talking why we could not have a Le-
gion Post in Denver. A few nights later, a 
bunch of boys gathered in George’s Tavern, 
known as Spike’s Cafe, and the subject was 
brought up again.

Sagert continued his narrative, record-
ing that there were eight veterans that night 
present in the cafe. They determined that 
there were 15 veterans living within the 
Denver city limits, enough, in their opinion, 
to form a new post.

Comrade N. W. McGee wrote to the De-
partment Adjutant Laird to learn whether 
it was permissible to start a post and how 
many members would be necessary to start.

With the blessing of the Department, and 
directions on how to proceed, the veterans 
set forth to establish their own American Le-
gion Post. The preliminary meeting October 
22, 1935, found 17 veterans who were inter-
ested. N. W. McGee was elected temporary 
chairman and it was decided to call another 
meeting for Nov. 1 at which time they would 
make application for a post charter and give 
other “buddies” a chance to join.

Denver Mayor Herman Bast attended that 
meeting, expressed his favor of the idea and 
extended his best wishes.

N. W. McGee made an overnight trip to 
Des Moines on Oct. 31, 1935, conferring 
with Department Adjutant Laird on matters 
regarding organization of a Post in Denver. 
Armed with that information at the Nov. 1 
meeting, McGee guided the 17 veterans 
present toward signing a charter. The char-
ter was left open for a time to allow more 
veterans to sign the original charter.

Nov. 19, 1935, the group met, accepted a 
constitution that had been drawn up by Mc-
Gee, accepted nine more members, and vot-
ed on a name for the post. It would become 
the Acker-Matthias Post in honor of August 
Acker and William Matthias, who had given 
their lives while in the service of the United 
States.

N. W. McGee was elected the first Com-
mander of the post. Vice Commander would 
be Henry Segabarth, Chaplain Louis Hop-
penworth, Historian George Sagert, and Ser-
geant at Arms Henry Acker.

Meeting night 
would be the second 
Monday of the month, 
the night still used by 
the post.

Five more veterans 
joined at the Dec. 9 
meeting and it was de-
cided to dedicate the 
post and formally in-
stall officers sometime 
in January, depending 
upon the time the state 
officers could be pres-
ent.

January 13, 1936, 
the post was well on 
its way with mem-
bership now over 40, 
according to Sagert’s 
history. At that meet-
ing, color bearers 
Ernest Moiling and 
Arthur Moeller were 

selected and color guards would be Henry 
Niemeyer and Will Dins.

“So, here we are to serve God and our 
Country,” said George A. Sagert’s histori-
an’s notes.

Dedication was an event that drew not 
only crowds of local people from Denver 
and the area, but also a host of Department 
and District officers from all over the state 
of Iowa.

Post Commander N. W. McGee gave a 
brief talk thanking the community for its 
splendid cooperation in making the dreams 
of the veterans in Denver come true. The 
National Colors and post flag were seen 
for the first time at this ceremony. It was a 
beautiful spectacle to behold … Old Glory 
with all of her natural beauty shimmering in 
silken fabric and golden trimmings beneath 
the lights on the stage. It was, indeed, an im-
pressive occasion long to be remembered by 
all who were present.

The dance that followed that meeting was 
the first fundraiser for the post and was a 
great success as the post realized enough to 
pay for the colors, altar, gavel and all other 
expenses of organizing “with a sizable nest 
egg left for the treasury.”

The post was not without its hardships 
and Sagert remembers:

Our post, though young, was soon faced 
with the problems of human suffering and 
its relief. A number of our comrades were 
stricken with illness. The first among those 
was Comrade Segabarth who was confined 
to the hospital in Readlyn necessitating a 
surgical operation. Members from our post 
visited Mr. Segabarth and tried in their fee-
ble way to cheer him as much as possible.

Probably the next was N. W. McGee who 
was bedfast with septic sore throat. Almost 
daily, and sometimes more often, someone 
of the post called to wish him well and to aid 
in some way.

Comrade Hoppenworth, chairman of the 

sick committee, was especially helpful in 
conducting the duties that were given to him. 
Comrade Bruns was similarly affected. The 
sordid disease had infested his family leav-
ing him without help. At the same time, the 
deep snow cut off traffic, so it was almost 
impossible for him to leave his place. Their 
chairman of the sick committee was unable 
to make his visit when he desired because 
of the deep snow. He was, however, able to 
send post greetings for recovery.

Comrade Sagert was suddenly stricken 
and was rushed to a hospital in Waverly, 
where he underwent a surgical operation. 
Members of the post frequently visited and 
brought messages of cheer and hope from 
other buddies in Denver.

Bereavement fell upon our post when our 
member and buddy, John Foust, was taken 
by the grim reaper. Our chaplain and other 
members did what could be done in arrang-
ing for a military funeral and for assisting 
the widow and children during this period 
of distress.

With the continuing growth of the Post, 
Legionnaires voted on Sept. 14, 1936, to 
invite wives, daughters and sisters of post 
members to form an auxiliary unit. The la-
dies were favorable to the idea and an aux-
iliary unit to the Denver American Legion 
was officially formed on Dec. 10, 1936.

From the small group of veterans 65 years 
ago, Acker-Matthias American Legion Post 
#653 and its Auxiliary Unit have flourished. 
The meetings and activities are now held in 
a modern two-level home on Denver’s Main 
Street and membership for both organiza-
tions continues to grow.

The original charter signers of both the 
Legion and Auxiliary had a goal for the local 
post and unit. The work goes on and the or-
ganizations maintain a membership of veter-
ans, wives, sisters, daughters, granddaugh-
ters continuing their efforts for the veteran 
and his family.

Acker-Matthias American Legion Post today
The Denver American Legion had been 

holding meetings and activities upstairs in 
Brettman Hall. On May 9, 1979 Ron Mili-
us signed a building permit  authorizing the 
post to construct a $40,000 building. Ded-
ication was held Sunday, August 27, 1979. 
Aker-Matthias Post #653 had a new home. 
Darwin Mauer was commander.

The Denver American Legion maintains 
a Facebook website on the Internet. Fish 
fries, waffle breakfasts and other activi-
ties are listed. These  activities are fund-
raisers which support the post. The Legion 
building on Main Street is host to many 
civic groups. Boy Scouts, Lions and other 
groups use the building free of charge. Tax-
es, insurance, liability, utilities and upkeep 
on the building add up to a goodly sum. 
The Denver American Legion is able to 
sustain its existence through the support of 
the public attending their fish fries, break-
fasts and other events. Rental of its facili-
ties provides additional income.

The Denver Legion, with more than 150 
members, has the problem all veterans 
posts are facing, the aging of its members. 
Those in attendance at the May 7 meeting 
I attended must have averaged nearly 80 
years in age. It is amazing that the post can 
muster enough willing workers for all of 
their activities.

The meeting I attended was impressive. 

All veterans were seated at tables facing 
the commander. They were given the min-
utes of the previous meeting along with 
post activities for the upcoming month. 
The commander, Darrell Groth, speaking 
into a microphone, conducted the meeting 
with dignity and patience, answering all 
questions, giving all a chance to be heard.

The Denver American Legion Post was 
named in honor of August Acker and Wil-
liam Matthias, World War I soldiers. Au-
gust Acker died from the flu. William Mat-
thias was an uncle of Ron Matthias, retired 
Wartburg history professor. William was 
recently married, and, while on leave at 
home, he was stricken with the flu and died 
a few days later in his own bed.

Writing this article was a pleasure. I was 
welcomed at the Legion meeting I attend-
ed and presented with a booklet about the 
history of the Denver Legion, compiled by 
commander Darrell Groth. I learned much 
about this active veterans organization that 
not only serves veterans but is an asset to 
the entire Denver community. Butch Mili-
us was a great help, providing me with in-
formation about the post, and also assisted 
this 92-year-old Korean veteran climbing 
up and down the steps at the Denver Le-
gion home. Please continue to list your ac-
tivities on the Internet. I live out of the loop 
in Nashua. I wish to attend your fish fries.

Denver Legion serves Readlyn Veterans
Readlyn World War I veterans who were 

charter members of the Acker-Matthias 
Post were Herman J. Oltrogge, F. W. Pep-
mueller, John F. Sundermeyer, John Thies 
and Fred Stoffregen. Gustav Homeyer and 
Ernest Vogel joined later.

World War II members of the Denver 
Legion included Manfred Heinemann, 
Reiny Judas, Jim Klodt, Burton Stumme, 
Harold Schroeder, Arlen Platte, Russell 
Watts, Wilbert Huebner, Arnold Schweer 
and Gordon Miller.

R. J. Frietag, Fritz Buhrow and Arlin 
Richmann were Korean veterans. Other 
veterans, past or present, with Readlyn 
connections included Harlan Happel, 
Wayne Bast, Jim Collins, Burton Piehl, 
Eddie Steinbronn, Marvin Widdel, Verner 

Jaschen, Erwin Koschmeder, Ron Leis-
tikow, Martin Matthias, Larry Oltrogge, 
Colby Withers and Duke Schneider. There 
may have been more.

With only 10 members remaining in the 
Readlyn VFW, it is impossible to field a 
squad for military funerals. The members 
of the Readlyn Veterans of Wars Post and 
the people of Readlyn are grateful to the 
Denver American Legion and its mem-
bers who volunteer to serve as riflemen at 
Readlyn military funerals.

Volunteers from the Denver Legion Post 
at the recent funeral for Burton Thies were 
Butch Milius, Jim Kurtt, Jim Jensen, Larry 
Oltrogge, and Jess Meyer. Al Harms, Harold 
Hyde and Robert Schmitz joined the squad 
for the funeral of Marvin Sommerfeldt.

Butch and Dixie Milius place 220 flags on veterans’ graves in 
nine cemeteries each Memorial Day.
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Deadline for the July 27 Chronicle is 
Thurs., July 14 at 5 PM

Send news to ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

Obituaries

Ilene Florine (Oltrogge) Blume
Ilene Florine (Oltrogge) Blume, 86, of 

Tripoli, Iowa, passed away on Saturday, 
June 11, 2022, at Tripoli Nursing and Re-
habilitation. 

Ilene was born on October 1, 1935, on 
a farm southeast of Readlyn, Iowa, the 
second oldest of nine children to Helen 
(Wehling) and Edward Oltrogge. She 
was baptized on October 20, 1935 and 
confirmed on April 10, 1949, both at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Readlyn. Ilene 
attended Franklin No. 3 Country School 
and then Readlyn High School. After 
graduating in 1954, she studied at Wart-
burg College. On May 21, 1960, Ilene 
was united in marriage to Christopher H. 
Blume, Jr. at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Chicago, IL. The couple was blessed with 
three children, Julie, Tom, and Karen, 
and later divorced. Ilene enjoyed being a 
mother and homemaker and also worked 
as a Keypunch Operator for Koehring 
Cranes and Excavators from 1977 until 
1991. She then started in the Nutrition 
Department at Bartels Lutheran Retire-
ment Community and worked until she 
retired in 2001. 

Ilene was a member of Redeemer Lu-
theran Church. She had a strong faith. 
Her children remember her reading the 
Bible every year when they were grow-
ing up. She was a very strong woman but 

did not like to be the center of attention. 
She loved servicing others and doing 
what needed to be done. Family was very 
important to her, and she always put fam-
ily first. Later in life, having grandsons 
was such a joy for her. She loved spend-
ing time with them and sharing her love 
of ice cream and black raspberries. She 
also enjoyed baking and cooking, and 
was known for sharing her apple coffee 
cakes, cinnamon rolls, and cookies with 
family and neighbors. Traveling was an-
other of her enjoyments. Her Aunt Till-
ie and Uncle Charlie would take her on 
trips across the “west,” and into Mexico 
and Canada. After retirement, she went 
on many local bus trips. Shed also liked 
sewing, ceramics, knitting and many oth-
er crafts.  

Ilene is survived by a son, Tom (Sher-
ri) Blume of Tripoli; daughter, Karen 
(Boyd) Blume-Shaffer of Waverly; two 
grandchildren, Nathan (Whitnee) Blume 
of Tripoli and Jordan Blume of Tripoli; 
siblings, Delbert (Lavonne) Oltrogge, 
Susan (Gaylene) Rundle, Jane (John) 
Cocuzzi, and Philip (Sherry Gable) Ol-
trogge; brother-in-law, Eugene Hyman; 
several nieces and nephews; and several 
great-nieces and nephews. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents; her daugh-
ter, Julie Ann Blume, at birth; and four 
sisters, Karen Oltrogge, Daphine Lundt, 
Iris Wilhelm and Doris Hyman. 

Funeral services were held at 10:00 
a.m. on Saturday, June 18, 2022, at Re-
deemer Lutheran Church in Waverly, 
with Pastor Corey Smith officiating. The 
service was livestreamed on the church 
Facebook page. Burial followed in Grove 
Hill Cemetery, Readlyn. Visitation was 
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Friday, June 
17, 2022, at Kaiser-Corson Funeral 
Home in Waverly and one hour prior to 
the service at the church on Saturday. In 
lieu of flowers, memorials may be di-
rected to Cedar Valley Hospice, Tripoli 
Nursing and Rehabilitation or Redeemer 
Lutheran Church. Online condolences 
may be left at www.kaisercorson.com. 

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in Wa-
verly assisted the family.

Lois J. Rathe
Lois J. Rathe, 63, of Dunkerton, Iowa 

passed away on Monday, June 6, 2022, at 
her home in rural Dunkerton. 

Lois Jeanne Rathe was born on June 
20, 1958, the daughter of Bert and Ruby 
(Wilkin) Canfield in Waterloo. She grew 
up on a farm near Dunkerton. At the age 
of eleven, she was baptized at First Bap-
tist Church in Dunkerton. She graduated 
from Dunkerton High School in 1976. 
She was employed at John Deere and at 
Allen Hospital. She graduated Hawkeye 
Institute of Technology in 1980. On July 
22, 1978, she was united in marriage to 
Allan Lee Rathe at First Baptist Church in 
Dunkerton. They dairy farmed northwest 
of Dunkerton. Lois Jeanne mowed the 
yard, tended the calves, drove tractor and 
cooked meals for her family. 

She enjoyed attending her children’s 
activities at Community Lutheran School 
and volunteering there. She was a member 

of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Klinger, 
where she was in Ladies Aid. She enjoyed 
spending time with her grandkids, music, 
reading, writing, going on rides with Allan 
and taking walks to look for wildflowers. 
Her favorite hobby was the prairie patch 
on their farm and nature photography. 

Survivors are her husband, Allan, of 
Dunkerton; four children, Anne (Dale) 
Otte of Altoona, Daniel (Jennifer) Rathe 
of Eldridge, Rachel (Colton) Rathe of 
Peoria, Illinois and Michael (Kylie) 
Rathe of Waterloo; seven grandchildren, 
Avery, Elyse and Luke Otte, Brylee, Ma-
son and Clara Rathe, and Gideon Rathe; 
two sisters, Cheryl Moore of Cedar Rap-
ids and Ilene (Don) Miller of Waterloo; 
brother, Earl (Jane) Canfield of Dunker-
ton; in-laws, Dean (Elsie) Rathe of Vir-
oqua, Wisconsin, Kent (Laurie) Rathe 
of Whitehall, Montana, David (Joanne) 
Rathe of Creston, Jonathan (Ronda) 
Rathe of Dunkerton and Joel (Shelly) 
Rathe of Waterloo, and numerous nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded in death 
by her parents and her father-in-law and 
mother-in-law. 

Funeral services were held on Monday, 
June 13, 2022 at 11:00 am at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church – Klinger, rural Read-
lyn with Pastor Phil Girardin officiating. 
Burial followed in the church cemetery. 
Visitation was held on Sunday from 2:00 
pm until 4:00 pm at the Kaiser-Corson Fu-
neral Home in Readlyn. Memorials may 
be directed to either Immanuel Lutheran 
Church or Community Lutheran School, 
and online condolences for Lois can be 
left at www.kasiercorson.com. 

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home of Read-
lyn assisted the Rathe family with ar-
rangements.

Reinhart Junior Freitag 
Reinhart Junior Freitag, age 89, of Wa-

verly, Iowa, formerly of Readlyn, Iowa, 
died Thursday, June 2, 2022, at his home. 

Reinhart was born on July 17, 1932, 
rural Readlyn, Iowa, the son of Reinhart 
John and Renetta (Degelau) Freitag. He 
graduated from Readlyn High School in 
1950 and then attended Wartburg Col-
lege for six weeks before being drafted 
into the United States Army. During the 
Korean War, Reinhart served in combat 
earning two Bronze Stars. He went on the 
Honor Flight to pay respect to his fallen 
comrades on June 18, 2013. On April 15, 
1955, Reinhart was united in marriage 
to Corlyn Leonhart at Immanuel Luther-

an Church, Klinger, Iowa. The couple 
made their home in Readlyn and Reinhart 
worked at Carnation/Nestle for 25 years, 
retiring in 1991. They moved to Waverly 
in June of 2021. 

Reinhart was a member of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Waverly and V.F.W. 
Post 3661 of Readlyn. He loved hunting, 
fishing, and spending time with his fam-
ily, at their cabin on the Wapsipinicon 
River. 

Reinhart’s memory is honored by his 
wife, Corlyn Freitag of Waverly; two 
daughters, Jill (Gary) Everding of Den-
ver, Iowa and Nanci (Joe) Meier of Mon-
tezuma, Iowa; four grandchildren, Ash-
leigh Everding, Brandon Everding, Bryce 
Meier, and Jordan (Ashley) Meier; and 
two great-grandchildren, Graceyn and 
Oberon. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; sister, Iris Harms; and brother-in-
law, Cal Harms. 

Visitation was held on Wednesday, 
June 8, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church in Waverly. Fu-
neral services followed at 11:00 a.m. at 
St. Paul’s. Burial was in St. Paul’s Luther-
an Cemetery in Waverly. Readlyn VFW 
gave honors at the cemetery. The service 
was livestreamed. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be 
directed to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Readlyn Garden Club, Readlyn Library 
or Readlyn First Responders. Online con-
dolences may be left at www.kaisercor-
son.com.
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Fettkether
Fertilizer Co., LLC

Dunkerton, IA
319-404-0064

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner

207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly

319-352-9129
info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com

131 Tower Street, Denver • 319-984-6191

We are accepting new patients! 
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule your appointment in Denver today!

“OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS”

Denver Family Dental

Robert R. Pipho, D.D.S.
Brendon T. Boerm, D.D.S.

160 East Main Street • Denver, Iowa • 50622 • (319) 984-6191

We are now open and accepting new patients!
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule

Your appointment in Denver today!

RRobertrtrt R. Pipho, D.D.S.
Breeeendon TT.T Boerm, D.D.S.

“Our Family Caring For Yours”

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

Readlyn Community Happenings
Readlyn Historical Society to meet 
July 11; ice cream social is July 17

On May 18, 20 fourth graders, along with 
their teacher, Mrs. Lincoln, and associate, 
Mrs. Schneider, came to tour our museum. 
We are happy to have any groups or individ-
uals tour the museum. Please call Ron Leis-
tikow (319-279-3548) or Judy Henn (319-
279-3725) if you wish to do so.

The society met on Monday, May 23 for 
their meeting. We would like to welcome 
new members Ellen Thies and Wilda and 
Charlie Albrecht. We are happy to have them 
join us. We would like to invite anyone else 
interested in the history of Readlyn to come 
to our next meeting July 11 at 6:30 P.M. at 
the museum.

We will be holding our 2022 annual Ice 
Cream Social at the Historical Museum on 
Sunday, July 17, from 4:00-6:00 P.M. Sun-
daes will be 25¢. Everyone is welcome! We 
would especially like to invite the newcom-
ers of Readlyn to come for the opportunity to 
enjoy a sundae, visit the museum, and meet 
others in the community.

Since Readlyn will be 120 years old in 
2024, plans are being made by the society 
to have a calendar printed with some pic-

tures of the history of Readlyn. These will be 
available to the public for purchase.

We want to thank the following for their 
monetary donations that have been received 
since our last reporting:

David Kluge of Shrewsbury, Pennsylvania
In Memory of member Betty Koschmed-

er: Doug and Sherri Koschmeder; Readlyn 
Historical Society

In Memory of member Dolores Ungs: 
Judy Henn, Grace Kuethe, Readlyn Histor-
ical Society

In Memory of Ronald Wolff: Ron and 
Judy Leistikow

In Memory of member Burton Thies: 
LaVerne and Judy Leistikow, Family and 
Friends of Burton, Readlyn Historical Soci-
ety, Ellen Thies

We have received numerous Readlyn 
items from the past and antiques. We are al-
ways glad to receive these and want to thank 
these people also.

Remember, everyone is welcome to attend 
our next meeting July 11 at 6:30 PM at the 
museum. We hope to see you at the social 
July 17, 4:00- 6:00 P.M.

Senior Citizens’ next meeting is 
July 20 at the Readlyn Library

On June 15, 2022, 17 members attend-
ed the 11:30 AM meal at the Readlyn Li-
brary for the Senior Citizens’ lunch and 
meeting.

Ron Leistikow led us in prayer before 
our meal and called the meeting to or-
der.

We sang “Happy Birthday” to Roger 
Deterding, as he had a birthday in June.

There were two couples celebrating an-
niversaries in the month of June, Roger 
and Marlys Deterding and also Marylou 
and Don Billhorn. We all sang “Happy 
Anniversary” to both couples.

The secretary's minutes from the May 
11, 2022 meeting were read. Secretary's 
report was approved by Judy Leistikow 
and seconded by Janet Ladage. Motion 
carried.

The treasurer's report was read by 
Charlie Albrecht and the balance in the 
account after the expenses was $131.00. 
The treasurer's report was approved as 
read by Verdeen Pavelec and seconded by 
Don Billhorn. Motion Carried.

No Old Business: 
New Business:

There was no Memorial Day parade or 
service this year in Readlyn, but VFW 
members and their families helped  set up 
flags in the park. It was breathtaking to 
see all the flags and to remember all those 
before us that have served to keep our 
country safe.

The Readlyn Historical Society will 
have their Ice Cream Sundae day on July 
17 starting at 4:00 PM. Sundaes only cost 
25 cents!

It was brought  up by Ron Leistikow 
that if any group in Readlyn needed fi-
nancial assistance for help on a project,-
to contact the Readlyn Community Club 
President (Eric Johnston) as some funds 
would be available.

Motion was made to adjourn the meet-
ing by Marilyn Lampe and seconded by 
Janet Ladage. Motion carried.

The next meeting will be July 20, 2022 
at the Readlyn Community Library at 
11:30 AM.

Readlyn’s V.F.W. Auxiliary elects 
officers at June 14 meeting

The Wayne Teisinger V.F.W. Auxiliary 
met at the home of Luann Happel with 
five members present on June 14, 2022 
at 7:30 PM. The meeting was called 
to order by President Verdeen Pavelec 
and opened with prayer and the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  The minutes were read 
by Secretary Luann Happel. The mo-
tion was made by Wilda Albrecht  and 
seconded by Darlene Peters to accept 
the minutes. Motion was carried. The 
treasurer’s report was read by Treasur-
er Ellen Thies, which is subject to au-
dit. General orders and chairman reports 
were read by members. A motion was 
made by Darlene Peters and seconded 
by Wilda Albrecht to pay the bills. Car-
ried. Volunteer hours were turned in.  

A motion was made by Ellen Thies and 
seconded by Wilda Albrecht to change 
our meeting time to 6:00 PM instead of 
7:30 PM. Carried. Memorial Day cards 
were mailed to 18 veterans. 

An angel was given to Carolyn Freit-
ag after the death of her husband. Four 
V.F.W. Post and five V.F.W. Auxiliary 

members attended Reiny Freitag’s fu-
neral and conducted Military service 
at St. Paul’s Cemetery. An angel will 
be given to Ellen Thies after the death 
of her husband. A motion was made by 
Wilda Albrecht and seconded by Dar-
lene Peters to get another angel.

New officers this year: President: Ver-
deen Pavelec; Sr. Vice-President: Luann 
Happel; Jr. Vice-President: Darlene Pe-
ters; Secretary: Luann Happel; Treasur-
er: Ellen Thies; Conductress: Marjorie 
Macken; Guard: Betty Power; Chaplain:  
Wilda Albrecht; Trustees: Betty Power, 
Darlene Peters and Marjorie Macken.  

National Convention will be held July 
16-21, 2022 at Kansas City, MO.

Patrick Brodigan visited us before 
the meeting. Luann Happel and Ellen 
Thies attended the Memorial Day Ser-
vice at the Waverly Area Veteran’s Post. 
A motion was made by Darlene Peters 
and seconded by Ellen Thies to adjourn. 
Carried.  We closed with prayer by Wil-
da Albrecht.  Hostess was Luann Hap-
pel.
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EMS: Did You Know...
The Readlyn 1st Responders meet 

monthly and discuss different things go-
ing on in EMS and what we can do to 
make our community safe and healthy. We 
would like to share some of the things we 
learn with all of you as a way to teach oth-
ers and keep you informed.  We hope you 
find value in the information we share in 
these articles. They are meant to educate, 
not treat, diagnose, or take place of regular 
follow ups with your provider.

● Call numbers for May = 5
● Average time from dispatch to scene 

= 6 minutes
Did you know: our crew in Readlyn is 

all 100% volunteer based?
We have a total of 10 EMTs and 2 driv-

ers. We also have 2 associate members 
who receive our pages as well and assist 
us when they are in the area.

“It takes a village” is a saying that is 
sometimes used when talking about rais-
ing a child. This can easily be applied to 
EMS providers who give of themselves to 
help their community members in times of 

need. When emergencies arise and people 
are running out or away, EMS providers 
are running in to offer assistance.

Last year, Readlyn EMS had the plea-
sure of recruiting Dave Dennler to our 
“village” as an associate member with 24 
years of EMT experience. As exciting as 
it was to add someone to our crew who 
had so much knowledge, experience, and 
determination; due to unforeseen circum-
stances, Dave has made the decision to 
not renew his EMT certification. Today, 
we are celebrating Dave’s 24-year journey 
as an EMT by sharing his story with all 
of you.

Picture it, Elkader, Iowa in 1992. A 
fairly new football coach witnesses some 
serious injuries on the field. What is he 
to do? Because it is Dave’s nature to be 
helpful, he takes an EMT class to be able 
to assist with these types of injuries if they 
would occur in the future.

Fast forward to 1998 when Central 
Ambulance Service in Elkader was lucky 
to have Dave join them where he took 

both night and weekend calls. As EMTs 
we assist at calls that can shake you to 
the core. Dave recalls responding to 
back-to-back vehicle accidents; the first 
resulted in someone becoming a quadri-
plegic and the other involved 4 minors. 
Upon completion of both reports he was 
asked by a “seasoned” fellow EMT if he 
was ready to quit. Dave responded with, 
“Not yet.”

While working in Monona, Dave 
graced Monona’s ambulance crew with 
his expertise as they needed help staffing 
the day shifts. If that wasn’t enough, Dave 
became a part time EMT with West Union 
as well. Just to recap, Dave was working 
a full-time job and helping out 3 different 
EMT crews, all in separate towns. Elkad-
er hospital staff once told him, “We don't 
care what shirt you're wearing;” they were 
always glad to see him.

 Tri-State Ambulance eventually bought 
out the West Union service. With this 
transition, full-time EMT positions be-
came available and Dave jumped at the 

opportunity and loved working 24 hours 
on and 48 hours off. Dave spent 4 years 
with them before life events brought him 
to Wapsie Valley where Readlyn EMS 
welcomed him with open arms as an asso-
ciate crew member.

For the last 7 months, Dave has been 
dealing with a cancer diagnosis and com-
plications with chemotherapy. His medical 
journey still includes additional surgeries 
and he is ready to live out his response to a 
question he was once asked. “Do you look 
at life any differently being an EMT?” His 
response is, “Live everyday like it's your 
last. You never know what tomorrow may 
bring.” For Dave, that includes taking 
more time to travel and visit his kids and 
grandkids.

Dave, we thank you for being part of 
our “village” as well as providing services 
to the surrounding areas. With or without 
your EMT certification, WE ARE FAMI-
LY. We wish you all the best as you con-
tinue on your personal journey to health 
and happiness.

Yards of the Month

Notice the windmill blades against the shed which came from the farm where Marvin 
Baker’s mother grew up in Nebraska.

Birds are a favorite of Marvin’s.

Marvin does his own composting.

What a beautiful spot to “roost” and relax! Anderson’s garden includes tomatoes, 
pepper, basil, lettuce and radishes.

The Andersons like to keep the front of 
their house simple.

Future plans include incorporating the hos-
tas into a complete flower bed. The hostas 
were a gift from Shari’s cousin, Grant.

Shari’s brother’s talents extended to this 
art form called hypertufa. “My older brother 
is artistic as well,” said Shari. “I have some 
of his inside of our house. The yard art is 
all Randy’s.”

The Andersons like a rustic look. Curb 
alert: They hauled this desk from a neigh-
bor’s curb.

This flower bed features Shari Anderson’s brother’s arbor. 

June July
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Readlyn Historical Museum

Sunday, July 17
4:00-6:00 PM

Ice Cream Sundaes
25¢

Everyone Welcome!

Miss Readlyn Interviews and Luncheon
On Thurs-

day, June 16, 
four 2022 
Miss Readlyn 
Contestants – 
Emma Jones, 
Sophia Kohl, 
Sydney Matthi-
as, and Kalvyn 
Rosengarten 
– committee 
members – 
Bonnie Wit-
tenburg, Louie 
Hartman, and 
Pat Wehr, and 
three out-of-
town judges 
began the in-

terview process at 10:30 am. The judges 
were genuinely impressed meeting the 
four contestants, each with her own unique 
personality. They felt any one of the con-
testants would make Readlyn proud as its 
queen. 

Following the interviews, the interview 
participants were joined by candidates’ 
guests and treated to an amazing buffet 
hosted by Sunrise Catering. As per Jim 
and Bev Collins’ typical generosity, the 
cost of the complimentary meals was ab-
sorbed, and the money paid by guests was 
donated back to the Readlyn Community 
Club. The community generosity contin-
ued when the candidates were presented 
with gift bags from Inspired and the Read-
lyn Community Club. Everyone seemed 
pleased with the event.

Tables were adorned 
with these unique center-
pieces.

Miss Readlyn contestants (l to r) Kalvyn Rosengarten, Emma Jones, Sophia Kohl, and 
Sydney Matthias try to relax with committee members Louie Hartman and Bonnie Wit-
tenburg. 

Thank you, FFA members, for escorting the queen candidates. Back row, left to right: 
Tyce Hagenow, Gabe Matthias, Braden Strotmann, and Andrew Matthias; front row, 
Emma Jones, Kalvyn Rosengarten, Sydney Matthias, and Sophia Kohl.

Miss Readlyn 2022 is 
Sydney Matthias.

Runner-up for Miss Readlyn 2022 is 
Emma Jones.

L’il Grumpsters Corbin Novak 
and Addison Broten were crowned 
by Readlyn Community Club Pres-
ident Eric Johnston during the 
Grump Days festivities.

The family tradition continues 
as Larry Pavelec was named the 
2022 Grump. He is shown at right 
with his mother, Verdeen Pavelec, 
who was the 2010 Readlyn Grump!

See more photos 
from Grump 

Days in the next 
Chronicle!
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PO Box B, 103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301

or 1-800-428-5808

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Create something that 
your future self will 
thank you for. 
Like prioritizing your 
financial goals. Putting 
together a financial plan 
and investment strategy 
today can help you achieve 
your dreams tomorrow. 
Let’s get started.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & 
Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des 
Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (8-21)

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

319-415-5989
davidmatthias.fbfsagents.com

Services:
Custom Welding

Power Equipment
Hydraulic Hoses

412 7th Street, Janesville
(319) 987-2801• Cell: (319) 230-7770

email: shop@stokeswelding.comwww.stokeswelding.com

Three Wapsie Valley classes hold reunion at Readlyn Park
On Saturday, June 11, the classes of 

1961, 1962 and 1963 from Wapsie Valley 
High School had a reunion in the Readlyn 
Park with 47 in attendance. A delicious 
lunch was served by Jim and Bev Collins. 

It was fun to see people walking toward 
the gazebo and wondering who it was, as 
its been 5 or more years that we had seen 
each other. What’s that joke? “I went to my 
class reunion and everybody had changed 

so much, they didn’t recognize me.”
It was enjoyable to listen to the stories 

that each would remember from those 
years at Wapsie Valley. It was amazing, 
after 60 years, we had a teacher come, 
Mr. Joe Sloter and his wife, Marlene. He 
taught English and coached basketball. It 
was fun to listen to him and the guys who 
played under him, telling of plays that 
worked and some that didn’t.

We were all thinking how things have 
changed. Back then, we had a dress code: 
girls didn’t wear jeans or slacks and skirt 
hems had to be below the knees. The guys 
had to have shirts tucked in and wear a 
belt.

We wanted to have a service project 
and, with the help of Thrivent and other 
donations, we were able to purchase two 
trees. With all the winds and bad storms, 

Readlyn parks and Fairbank Island Park 
lost trees. We got permission from both 
towns to plant a tree from our classes.

Instead of waiting another five years to 
meet, it was suggested to have another re-
union next year. Hope to see you all back 
again and the ones that didn’t come or 
didn’t hear about it, we’ll need to get the 
word out better. Maybe the same weekend 
as this one.

Class of 1963 — Front row, left to right: Nancy (Milks) Sauerbrei, Lois (Lehmkuhl) Grif-
fiths, Sharon (Leonardt) Myers; second row: Dale Thurm, Mel Neil, Walt (Butch) Sauer-
brei, Rob Maricle.

Deadline for the July 27 Chronicle is 
Thurs., July 14 at 5 PM

Send news to ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

Class of 1961 — Front row, left to right: Kathy (Staack) Heinemann, Mary (Roehme) 
Heinemann, Marlys (Petersen) Deterding; back row, Eldo Moeller, teacher Mr. Sloter, 
Kurt Lehmkuhl, Larry Oltrogge, Ron Strottmann, Paul Ford.

Class of 1962 — Front row, left to right: Judy (Gruber) Leistikow, Linda (Lehmkuhl) 
Kastner, Joan (Snyder) Kauten; back row: Loren Piehl, Andrea (Klodt) Strottmann, John 
Reith, Veronica (Sauerbrei) Buhr, Sharon (Elliott) Fritz, Darrol Kohagen.
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Send news for the Chronicle to 
readlynchronicle@gmail.com

Deadline for July Chronicle is July 14, 5 PM

Kristi Demuth, Agent
Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
Waverly, IA 50677
(319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company S.I. and its Operating Companies, 
American Family Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison Wisconsin 53783
©2019 016630 – 04/19 – 15669400

PROTECTION FOR
YOUR FARM.
AND YOUR 
FARM'S FUTURE.

You’ve got big plans for the future and at American Family Insurance,
we understand what it takes to make your dream a reality.

Let’s talk about the protection your dream deserves.

Readlyn Area Housing
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

For More Information Contact
KarTay Apartment Management 319-334-7110

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider.

62 years of age or older, handicapped/disabled regardless of age
• Very Low or Low-Income Families • One or Two Bedrooms - Ground Level 

• Stove & Refrigerator Furnished • Laundry Facilities On Site
• All Electric Units with Thermostat in Each Room
• Ample Closet Space  • Rent Based on Income

We offer:
Weed Control
Fertilization 

Lawn Mowing
Core Aeration

Grub Preventer
Spring & Fall Cleanups

... and much more!
Knowledgeable and helpful - locally owned and operated

102 N. 4th St.
Fairbank, Iowa
319-635-2139

Open 7:30 AM-8 PM
7 Days a Week

fairbankfoodcenter.com - DELI - CATERING - LIQUOR -

A move to Willow Winds is more 
than a change of address. It’s a 
Community that ensures peace 
of mind. 

Amenities included for all tenants:
~Three home cooked meals a day                   
~Medication reminders
~Housekeeping and Laundry                             
~Emergency call pendants
~Activities                                                             
~Resident Assistant on site 24/7
~Cable & Utilities                                                 
~Nurse on call 24/7
~Wi-Fi access

www.WillowWindsDenver.com

121 Bremer Avenue
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5867

Come home to
Willow Winds

Assisted Living

Happy 4th of July!
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What’s Cooking?
A recipe to share can be sent to billhorn@rtc279.com

Larry’s Favorite Meatloaf

From: Larry Sauerbrei, 2021 Co-Grump
Ingredients:
1 lb. hamburger
1 large egg
2 tablespoons of milk
1/4 cup ketchup
1 cup crushed frosted flakes (approx.)
salt and pepper to taste
3/4 cup mozzarella cheese (approx.)
3/4 cup cheddar cheese (approx.)

Mix all ingredients together except the cheeses. Roll out 
the meat mixture on waxed paper to about 3/4” thick  
in a rectangle shape. Spread the cheese on top so that 
it covers the meat good. Then, using the waxed pa-
per, roll the meat up with the cheese to the inside. 
You can spread some additional ketchup on top. Put 
this in a greased loaf pan. Bake uncovered at 350 
degrees in the oven for 45 - 50 minutes, or until 
the inside is done. You can easily double this re-
ceipt with 2 lbs. of hamburger.

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell  319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

223 E. 1st Street • Readlyn, IA
Phone 319-279-3396
Email: readcoopgm@rtc279.com

Farmers Coop

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

MEMBER FDIC

www.FirstIowa.bank
Cedar Falls | Plainfield | Waverly

The Farmers Grow America Grant has been awarded to Jim Wehling in the amount of 
$5,000. Thank you to Jim and Doris Wehling for selecting Community Lutheran School 
as the lucky recipient! We are thankful for your dedicated and continuous support to our 
school! This money will be used towards a STEM area of need. God is good!

Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor
Cell: (319) 269-5089

wendymohlis@gmail.com
300 S. State Street, Denver, IA

 
Born and raised in 

Bremer county!

Ready to find your new home?
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News from Community 
Lutheran SchoolReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlyn

OutdoorsOutdoorsOutdoors
By: Eric Johnston

Being prepared with the right
insurance for your
farm and crop matters.

Call us to talk to one of our experienced
AgriBusiness Advisors today at 319.483.4854 or
visit our website at acceladvantage.com.

Minnow Race Success
Grump Days 2022 Minnow Races were 

a success! With over 40 kids in participa-
tion each contestant took home a K&E 
Tackle - Stopper Lures jig, and the top two 
finishers took home a rod and reel combo 
courtesy of Hank's Live Bait and Tackle! 

Thanks to my fantastic helpers, Mya 
Barnes, Bella Buck and Sadie Hogan for 
all your help, and Kelly Shores for setting 
the brackets! Thanks to Hank's also for the 
minnows and Jack Horning 
with Stopper Lures for the 
jigs! 

The kids and parents had 
a blast! The top two finish-
ers were Isaac and Sylvia. 

The casting contest went 
well also with each partic-
ipant getting three chances 
to cast a bobber into a cir-
cle. We had a few make it 
in and they received a fish-

ing lure! Each child that participated re-
ceived a bobber. 

The parade was also a lot of fun as usu-
al. I cast candy to the parade spectators 
and had great helpers ride with me that 
threw candy. My helpers were Makayla 
Gothard, Delana Johnston, Will Kuker, 
and Bentley Buss. My truck was driven 
by Ben Anderson and our support vehicle 
was driven by Aubrey Johnston and Mi-
chelle Drew. It was a success all around!! 

The first through sixth graders hosted a Tea Party where many 
mothers from our school and church congregations enjoyed 
refreshing treats and Reader's Theater in May. 

We learned about Iowa history on a Wildcat 
Wednesday in May (above)! At right, God’s 
blessings to our May Baptismal birthdays!

Deadline for the July 27 
Chronicle is  

Thurs., July 14 at 5 PM
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Send news to: ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab is a non-profit  
28 licensed bed long-term care setting certified 
by Medicare and Medicaid.  We are committed 

to providing excellent care and support to 
residents, families, the community and our 

employees.  We provide skilled nursing, 
rehabilitative therapy services, continuous 

nursing care, social services and activity 
programs designed to meet various types  

of individual needs.  
Independently Owned & Operated

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd Street SW, Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-4269
trnuhome@butler-bremer.com

 

Lori Beierschmitt
Broker/Owner

Cell: 319-238-1700

ADVANCED, REALTORS®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

*** WE  NEED  MORE  LISTINGS ***  CALL US TO SELL YOURS ***

Bonnie Schulz Bender
Broker/Assoc.

319-269-9591
REALTOR.COM       REALTOR.COM       REALTOR.COM 

NEW
PRICE!

1952 Sprawling Ranch – 2,668 sq ft on Main +  2,668 fin bsmnt, 2-3 Large 
Bedrms, 2.5 baths  on main, ¾ + ½ in bsmnt, wet bar, Several family rooms, 

formal LivRm & DinRm , Eat in Kitchen, Dining Rm, & Den/Home Office. 
Newer Shingles, Updated Furnace & Breaker Box. Heated/AC attached 2 

Car Garage w/Bonus room Above. Very Well Landscaped Corner Lot. Orig-
inal Mid-Century Appeal, 2 f/p, so many built-ins, Master Bath, 2 staircases. 

Perfect Family Home or Entertaining!

Immaculate 3 Bedroom updated Ranch with 1 1/2 
baths located on 2 lots.  Main floor laundry and 

sunroom with fireplace. Large 2 car heated garage, 
patio. Finished basement.  

Priced to Sell at $225.000.

NEW
LISTING!

RESIDENTIAL
BUILDING LOTS
• 2.29 Acres M/L -$20,000

• 3 Lots - $25,000

COMMERCIAL INVESTMENT
• 122 S. Frederick, Oelwein - Restaurant/Bar

• 402 1st Ave. NE, Oelwein - Triplex

12 Hillside Dr. E, Oelwein
117 1st Ave. NW, Oelwein
315 4th St. SW, Hampton

1314 Kentucky Ave., HazletonPE
ND

IN
G PENDING

519 7th Ave. NE, Oelwein
617 1st St. SE, Oelwein

Serving the Area 33 Years *** I NEED LISTINGS!! *** Call Us To Sell Yours!
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Ag Resources
Bayer Crop Science 

David R. Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Farmers Co-op 
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Heritage Ag Research Inc.
 2570 Tailor Ave., Fairbank, IA

Jon Jaschen

Liddle-Ebert Ltd. - Randy & Dee Liddle
Farm Drainage - 1196 Hilton Ave., 

Plainfield, IA 50666 - (319) 596-5280

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Advanced Realtors®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Kurt R. Leistikow 
Jennifer Jaschen - Attorneys at Law

4817 University Ave. STE. D
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

(319) 553-3400 • kurt@llollc.net

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Fischels Commercial & Residential
(319) 415-7349

Joe Leehey, Residential Broker
 joe@fischelsgroup.com

3510 Kimball Ave., Waterloo, IA 50702
Tel: (319) 234-5000 Cell: (319) 415-7349

www.fischelsgroup.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

hartmanlouie@gmail.com
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

Office 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

K.C. Auto Body, L.T.D.
1701 East Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0881 • kcautobody@aol.com

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319.352.3917

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Denver Family Dental
131 Tower St., Denver

319-984-6191

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

Fidelity Bank & Trust
Adam Schaufenbuel  Waverly 

319-483-1001
Megan Niewoehner   Oelwein 

319-283-2524

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340

www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Security State Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Willow Winds Assisted Living
121Bremer Ave., Denver • (319) 984-5867

Food and
Restaurants
Center Inn & Grumpy’s Bar

Main Street, Readlyn, IA

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield 

(319) 275-4528

Fairbank Food Center
www.FairbankFoodCenter.com

Jennifer & Shawn Davis
102 4th St. N., Fairbank 

(319) 635-2139

Sunrise Catering
201 Main St.  (319) 279-4089

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
Office: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
408 W. Bremer Ave. Suite A, Waverly

(319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery
Landscape Creations

Tripoli, Iowa (319) 882-4486

Tiedt Nursery
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave. 
(319) 279-3363

Nick’s Repair - 211 Malone Ave., 
Readlyn, IA - (319) 279-3517 or 

(319) 269-5604 
Service & repair of small engines & outdoor 

power equipment

Reiter Repair LLC
3501 E. Cedar Wapsie Rd., Waterloo
319-279-3876 • Cell 319-231-2452

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. 
 (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses
CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC

Owner:  Darrin Siefken 
107 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-9129

Davis Lawn Service LLC
Shawn and Jennifer Davis
104 Industrial Dr., Fairbank

319-239-5011

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft

Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219

Kwik Star
County Road 49, 410 E. 6th St., Readlyn

319-279-3319

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA 

(319) 635-2311 (888) 282-9992 
www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

Touch of Sunshine 
Therapeutic Massage

Hollie Morey, LMT
(319) 961-2927

144 S. Main St., Tripoli

Become a 
Readlyn Chronicle 

sponsor! 
Call RON LEISTIKOW 

at (319) 279-3548

CHRONICLE 
 Sponsorship
DIRECTORY
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Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Philip Giradin
Sunday School 9 am

Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s  
Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Sunday Services 9:00 a.m.

Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday
Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Philip Giradin

Worship 8:30 AM

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Wednesday services 7:00 PM

Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.

Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.

Three levels of care that are:
 –all on the same campus, under the same roof
 –adjacent to Community Memorial Hospital (UnityPoint Health)

SEND NEWS to ReadlynChronicle@gmail.comBusiness Spotlight
Fidelity Bank & Trust is 
Your Hometown Bank

The Readlyn Chronicle is pleased to 
welcome new advertiser, Fidelity Bank 
& Trust, to our monthly publication. 
Read more about the bank here!

(June 2022) – Fidelity Bank & Trust 
offers big bank services with the home-
town friendliness and understanding 
every customer deserves…we’re Your 
Hometown Bank! For more than 100 
years we have served the tri-state area. 
Now, you can find Fidelity Bank & Trust 
in 31 different communities where our 
mission is to be an upstanding corporate 
citizen, grow conservatively, and pro-
vide competitive services to our custom-
ers.

With a commitment to serve our cus-
tomers, Fidelity Bank & Trust has leaped 
to the 3rd largest Ag Lender in the state 
of Iowa and ranks as the 45th largest in 
the nation according to 1st quarter 2022 
data of the FDIC’s Top 100 Farm Lend-
ers Ranked by Dollar Volume. 

What does this mean for you? It means 
we understand your business. It means 
our lenders have decades of expertise 
through the ups and downs of the econ-

omy. It means we show a level of exper-
tise and commitment throughout North-
east Iowa and we’ll be here rain or shine.

This national ranking may be in refer-
ence to Ag Lending; however, it certain-
ly isn’t limited to one sector of banking 
at Fidelity Bank & Trust. We strive to 
attain the highest standards in every sec-
tor we serve offering you a wide array 
of deposit and loan products which stand 
out among the competition. 

Not only are our personal and business 
products and services designed with our 
customer in mind, all decisions at Fidel-
ity Bank & Trust are made local, by peo-
ple who live, work and raise families in 
the community. In fact, loan committees 
meet local on a weekly basis. Fidelity 
Bank & Trust is not a publicly traded 
bank, but is instead owned by one family 
and the employees that live and breathe 
the mission day in and day out.

A big bank can deliver the products 
you need and the convenience you ex-
pect. A small bank can make you feel 
like family. At Fidelity Bank & Trust, we 
don’t think you should have to choose! 

Visit www.bankfidelity.bank for more 
information. Member FDIC.


