
Readlyn Chronicle
Volume 15, No. 8, Compiled by          Readlyn Community Club — Designed/Printed by Denver Forum, Denver, IA, August 31, 2022

Home of 857 Friendly People and One Old Grump

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Oelwein, IA 50662

Permit # 81

Postal Customer
Change Service

Esther Wittenburg Memorial Golf  
Cart Ride is Saturday, September 10

Mark your calendar!! Esther Wittenburg’s Annual Memorial Golf Cart Ride 
will be Saturday, September 10, 1:30-4 pm. As usual, we will ride golf carts on 
the bike trail from Readlyn to Killdeer - where a port-a-potty and water will be 

available – and back. Readlyn Community Club is pay-
ing the full amount for the cart rental from Rudy’s in 
Denver. To remind riders that the gazebo is always 
available to the public, Readlyn Gardeners will be 
handing out treats at the gazebo as riders complete 
their trail ride.

Interested? To reserve a golf cart, please con-
tact Pat Wehr: cell 319-415-2001 or email 

wehr@rtc279.com by Saturday, September 
3. Private golf carts are invited to join us; 
no reservation is necessary if you have your 

own cart. The day of the ride, please meet at 
the TruServe parking lot by 1:15 pm to sign waivers. A 
good time will be had by all!

Kohagen, Wittenburg receive Quilts of Valor
The Quilt of Valor Foundation began in 

2003 by Catherine Roberts while her son 
was deployed in Iraq. It all started with 
a dream she had, what she got out of the 
dream was Quilts = Healing.

The quilts are awarded to service mem-
bers and living veterans of the U.S. Armed 
Forces. Their focus is on those most in 
need of comfort and healing first, those 
who need the affirmation of a hug, and 
those who never heard the words “Wel-
come Home.”

On June 26, 21 veterans from the Viet-
nam Era were recognized and presented a 
Quilt of Valor at the Waverly Area Veter-
ans Post. Among the veterans were four 
Purple Heart recipients: James Brandau, 
Darrell Blasberg, Terry Scrivner, and Dan-
iel Graeser. Also receiving quilts were: 
Randy Schnell, Lawrence Howe, Jerold 
Stoll, Dennis Lickweg, John Warburton, 
Larry Wildeboer, Alan Ellwanger, Ron-
ald Bigger, Paul Homeister, Albert Krull, 
James Meyer, William McCurdy, Robert 
O'Hare, Robert Sable, and two local veter-
ans, Darrol Kohagen and Dennis Witten-
burg.

The message of the quilts printed on 
the certificates says: “The Quilts of Valor 
Foundation wishes to recognize you for 
your service to our nation. We consider 
it our privilege to do so. Though we may 
never know the extent of your sacrifice to 
protect and defend the United States of 
America, we award you this Quilt of Valor 
as an expression of gratitude from a grate-
ful nation.”

Each veteran wrote about some of their 
experiences while serving and here is 
what Darrol and Dennis wrote:

Darrol Kohagen
Darrol Kohagen served in the Army 

from April 8, 1963 to April 3, 1966 begin-
ning his service in basic training at Fort 
Lenard, Missouri. After basic training, he 
went to Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Mary-
land where he was trained as a 44E20, 
Machinist. While stationed in Maryland, 
he enjoyed having the opportunity to take 
sightseeing trips to Washington, DC and 
seeing the Empire State Building in New 
York City. 

Kohagen was sent on his first deployment 
to Vietnam shortly after the completion of 
training. He arrived at Tan Son Nhut Air 
Base outside of Saigon where he served 
with the 98th Transportation Detachment 
attached to the 120th Aviation Company. 

At the time, the troops in the area were 
providing training to the Vietnamese. Ear-
ly in his deployment, he witnessed, from 
the air base, the 1963 South Vietnamese 
Coup attempt on November 1 and 2 and 
recalled watching the fighting and bombs 
drop on Saigon. He also recalled being 
woken up and told the President had been 
shot and thinking to himself, “That’s the 
stupidest way to wake somebody up, tell 
them the President’s been shot” before 
finding out President Kennedy had, in 
fact, been assassinated. One of the things 
he remembers fondly was the people he 
was around and watching the helicopters 
take off. He also recalled watching CH21 
“flying bananas” airlifting in damaged he-
licopters and other equipment which was 
a sight to see. He also enjoyed going into 
town when he could and seeing how the 
locals lived. When the end of his first de-
ployment rolled around, his replacement 
never showed and his deployment was 
extended by a month, but he did finally 
receive some well-deserved R&R on the 
beach at Vung Tau as a consolation prize. 
Even though Kohagen is not much of a 
swimmer, he made the most of it. 

After his first deployment, he was sent 
to Fort Lewis Washington where he was 
attached to the 4th infantry. He recalls 
fondly standing in formation like he had 
done many mornings before on an unusu-
ally clear day and seeing Mount Rainer in 
the distance for the first time which was a 
sight to see. He also recalls fondly eating 
dinner in the Space Needle and visiting 
Vancouver on sightseeing trips. When Ko-
hagen finally got some leave, he used the 
opportunity to go home only to have it cut 
short after a phone call with the 1st Sgt. 
telling him to get back and get ready to go 
back to Vietnam. 

He and his fellow troops made their way 
back to Vietnam, this time by ship on the 
USS General W.H. Gordan. On one morn-
ing, in waters that were rougher than usu-
al, all hands were called on deck for a drill. 
He recalls seeing several troops puking 
their guts out over the walkways over the 

troops below as seasickness got the best 
of them. On the way, the ship stopped in 
Okinawa where they had the opportunity 
to enjoy the beach for a day or two. Some 
of the more mischievous soldiers decided 
to sneak off into town over the hill and 
found themselves drunk in the brig after 
being assisted back by shore patrol. The 
ship eventually ported in Qui Nhon Har-
bor and from there, Kohagen was sent 
to Vung Tau to support the 1st Calvary. 
His second deployment would last about 
6 months. Shortly after, he would return 
to Iowa where he eventually found em-
ployment at Carnation. Overall, Kohagen 
felt the Army was a good experience and 
opportunity for young men and women 
to explore their possibilities. He also ex-
pressed that everyone could benefit from 
some military service. 

Dennis Wittenburg
Time in Service with the U.S. Army
Date Inducted: Jan 7, 1969
Rank: Pvt E-1 (Drafted)
Discharge Date: Dec 22, 1970	
Rank: SP5 (Gen Veh Mech)
Jan 7, 1969 – Dennis Wittenburg was 

drafted into the U.S. Army and reported in 
Des Moines, IA, where he was inducted.

January through April 1969 (dates are 

Darrol Kohagen

Dennis Wittenburg

September Yard(s) of the Month
Ninety-five-year-young Marjorie 

Macken, who maintains flower beds and 
gardens at both 240 Main Street, her res-
idence, and 400 Lobeck, wins the final 
2022 Yard of the Month award provided 
by Weeds on Fire. 

Marjorie claims these gardens have 
helped her maintain her sanity through-
out the years. Neighbors across from her 
Lobeck property, which offers a nice wel-
come to Readlyn, see her caring for her 
gardens and flower beds nearly every day. 
The pictures make her love of gardening 
very evident.

This ambitious lady’s talents do not 
stop with her gardening. This year, she 
won a blue ribbon for her butterhorn cres-
cent rolls at the Iowa State Fair. In addi-
tion, she paints and does other crafts. 

Luckily Marjorie did not heed a 
“friend’s” advice who, when Marjorie was 
92, commented, “Why don’t you act your 
age?” 

Continued on Page 7

September Yard of the Month winner is Marjorie Macken. She annually winters the ge-
raniums beside her.

See more September Yard of the Month photos on page 9
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Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Sydney Matthias

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Larry Pavelec, 2022 Grump

Heritage Ag 
Research Inc.

2570  Tailor Ave., Fairbank, IA
Jon Jaschen

David R. Wheeler
8234 E. Marquis Rd., Fairbank, IA 

(319) 230-1029

Looking for people who are young at heart and wanting to let someone 
else deal with the day-to-day? Bring your home to our home.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

www.bankfidelity.bank  |  800.403.8333

Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*Top 5 Ag Lender in Iowa*
Top 100 Ag Lender in the Nation*

Adam
Schaufenbuel
Vice President, Waverly

Megan
Niewoehner

Loan O�cer, Oelwein

* Source: Top 100 Farm Lenders Ranked by Dollar Volume, FDIC, Data as of 4Q 2021.

Summer was full of reunions, ice-cream socials, parades, and work on my various 
volunteer projects. I baked a pie for the Bremer County Fair. Australia meat pie is made 
with short crust pastry precooked in the oven to keep it from getting soggy. I filled 
it with Iowa beef from 
Fareway. I add home 
grown peas and corn. 
For the lid, I made puff 
pastry. Serve warmed, 
completely warm and, 
oh, so good. I had a 
great time keeping very 
busy.

However, I really 
love the fall time of the 
year. Fall is the season 
when I can sit outside 
on the deck at the cabin 
with a hot cup of coffee 
and just take it all in. 
Most years, I spend my 
fall fishing and hunting 
mushrooms, deer and turkeys. It is good to disconnect from our busy lives and reconnect 
with the environment and life around us. I get lost in nature and enjoy it.

This year, it is time to get back into the retirement plan to travel. We are starting the 
Readlyn Grump world tour. This adventure will take us to Germany, Switzerland, and 
Austria. The highlight will be attending the Passion Play; the Oberammergau Passion 
Play has been performed every 10 years since 1634. It was canceled two years ago be-
cause of the worldwide COVID pandemic. In German, this six-hour spectacle of music 
and drama will recreates the last months and days in the life of Jesus and his death on 
the cross. This re-enactment of Christ’s passion originated as a vow by the people of 
Oberammergau to honor God if He would spare their residents of the cursed Bubonic 
Plague. I wish we could have been saved from the plague of COVID.  

Four years ago, we started our retirement travels with a fall color tour. Part of it was 
visiting Samuel Clemens’ home. So, I will leave you with a quote I saw in the house: 
“Give every day the chance to become the most beautiful day of your life.”   -   Mark 
Twain

Hello!
The summer seems to be going so fast! My July was a busy one for sure. Early July 

ended the high school softball season. I am lucky enough to play with a great group of 
girls. Sadly our second round loss, which was a close game, was my final game with our 
one senior, Ellie Neil. She'll be missed next year for sure and especially by me as I've 
played with her since maybe 4th or 5th grade. 

I moved right on from softball to volleyball with two team camps, the first at UNI and 
then we traveled to the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. That was a great experience. 
I did have to miss the first day of camp, as well as the ice cream social held that Sunday 
though, for the Bremer County Fair queen competition. Happy to say I represented 
Readlyn well and added another title - Bremer County Fair Queen! 

Normally, the last week of July is busy anyway with fair and showing of my livestock 
- a whole new busy was found this year though. I drove my first tough truck the Monday 
of the fair. That was a fun experience. Tuesday was probably one of the busiest days 
with a new favorite of mine, the Bacon Buddies show. Bacon Buddies in Bremer County 
was started by the 2021 fair queen, Carly Stiert. It is a hog show allowing individuals 
with special needs to showcase their talents in showing a hog. I was a mentor for Liam 
for this show along with about 10 other individuals. Overall, it was a great Bremer 
County Fair and I can't thank enough all of the sponsors and volunteers for everything 
they do to allow the FFA and 4-H members to create such great memories. With the 
wrap-up of the fair, I'll be spending time prepping for the State Fair. I'll have a lot more 
on my plate than just showing Bonnie, my heifer and my couple of pigs this year. 

Enjoy what is left of the summer and get out on our amazing trails!
Sydney

Create something that 
your future self will 
thank you for. 
Like prioritizing your 
financial goals. Putting 
together a financial plan 
and investment strategy 
today can help you achieve 
your dreams tomorrow. 
Let’s get started.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & 
Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des 
Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (8-21)

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

319-415-5989
davidmatthias.fbfsagents.com
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Readlyn Community Happenings

Send news for the Chronicle to 
readlynchronicle@gmail.com

College News

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC

Sunrise Catering
Jim Collins

• Full Service Catering
• Weddings
• Special Events
• Company Picnics

PO Box 190
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-4089
(319) 961-8610

www.Sunrise-Catering.com

Rick Foelske, Owner

Tripoli, Iowa • 319-882-4486

Readlyn Community Club Meeting
August 3, 2022, Meeting Notes

Attendees: President: Eric Johnston, 
VP: Aubrey Johnston, Treasurer: Hailey 
Broten, Secretary: Michelle Harrington, 
Directors Ed Harrington, Megan Kuker, 
Bonnie Wittenburg. Roger, Brandy & 
Dwayne Wilcox, Mike Keernan.

7:07 meeting was called to order by Eric 
Johnston. 

Secretary’s notes: Went over from Ju-
ly’s meeting. Hailey Broten motioned and 
Megan 2nd motion to approve. Motion 
carries.

Treasurer’s Report: Hailey went over 
the treasurer’s report, all main accounts. 
Freedom Rock has their own checking ac-
count. We lost $1,200 this year for Grump 
Days. Michelle motioned and Aubrey 2nd 
to approve, motion carries.

Grump Days 2023: Dates June 15-
17. RCC will be merging Grump Days 
with Grumpy’s Bar. Planning committee 
will be meeting September 14 @ 7pm at 
Grump’s Bar. 

UTV Poker Run: October 29, Hallow-
een theme. Will start at Grumpy’s Bar in 
town and finish at Grumpy’s. Costume 
contest at the bar after. Sub-Committee 
for the ride, Eric & Aubrey Johnston, Hai-

ley & Scott Broten, Nick & Megan Kuker, 
Tiffany. Reach out to them if you want to 
contribute and be a part of the committee. 

Christmas Celebration: November 
25 at Wapsie Elementary School. Soups, 
bread, crackers. SANTA! Fire Department 
will be doing s’mores. Fireworks also that 
night. 

Vintage Prom: February 11, 2023 @ 
Grumpy’s Event Center Brandy Wilcox 
will be planning this event. More to come.

RCC would like to thank Mike Keernan 
for donating a color printer to the club.

Volunteer Award: keep your eye out 
for nominating a person who has gone 
beyond volunteering in our community. 
In November, RCC will have ballots for 
you to send in a nomination. The person 
will be announced at the Annual Meeting 
March 25, 2023 

Annual Meeting: Will be held @ 
Grumpy’s March 25, 2023

Meeting adjourned @ 8:23 pm. Ed mo-
tioned, Megan 2nd to approve, motion 
carried

Meeting minutes submitted respectfully 
by: 

Michelle Harrington, Secretary

Readlyn Senior Citizens meet
Seventeen Readlyn Senior Citizens 

members met on July 20, 2022 for lunch 
and a meeting. Ron Leistikow led us in 
prayer before our meal. The meeting after 
lunch was called to order.

We had no birthdays or anniversaries 
for the month of July to celebrate.

Roland Schmidt reported that he had 
been in the hospital for 6 days and was 
now home recovering. Don Billhorn re-
ported that he will have surgery on his 
back coming up soon. Debra Sauerbrei 
reported that Larry will be having back 
surgery on August 18. We pray that these 
three men will have a speedy recovery and 
be back to some normalcy soon.

The secretary's minutes from the June 
15, 2022 meeting were read. Secretary's 
report was approved by Don Billhorn and 
seconded by Larry Ladage. Motion car-
ried.

The treasurer's report was read by Char-
lie Albrecht and the balance in the account 
after the expenses was $148.00. The trea-
surer's report was approved as read by 

Sonja Bast and seconded by Wilda Al-
brecht. Motion carried.

Old Business: The Readlyn Historical 
Society had their Ice Cream Sundae day 
on July 17 at 4:00 PM. Eighty Sundaes 
were served by Larry Pavelec, the recent 
2022 Grump. 

New Business: The annual Readlyn 
Golf Cart ride on the trail is set for Sep-
tember 10, 2022. There will be more in-
formation to follow.

Bob Thran, who compiles interesting 
articles in the Readlyn Chronicle each 
month, was in attendance at our meet-
ing. He will be working on a project to 
compile more information on the movie, 
“Country.” He also gave us insight of fu-
ture articles to come in the Chronicle.

Readlyn Senior Citizens next meeting is 
August 17, 2022 at 11:30 at the Readlyn 
library.

Motion was made to adjourn the meet-
ing by Sonja Bast and seconded by Don 
Billhorn. Motion carried.

Lois Thacher, Secretary

University Of Iowa announces 
spring 2022 Dean’s List

More than 4,000 undergraduate stu-
dents at U of I were named to the Dean’s 
List for the 2022 spring semester. Area 
students are listed below by their home-
towns, college within the university and 
field of study:

READLYN: Cassidy Brunscheon, Tip-
pie College of Business, Marketing; Bran-
di Marticoff, College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences, Speech, and Hearing Science.

FAIRBANK: Emma Cutsforth, College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Political Sci-
ence; Asa Kelley, College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, Elementary Education In-
terest; Aubrey Stacey, College of medi-
cine, Radiation Sciences; Elsie VanDaele, 

Tippie College of Business, Management

University Of Iowa honors 
spring graduates

This spring, more than 5,100 U of I un-
dergraduate, graduate, and professional 
students earned degrees. Students are list-
ed by hometown, degree, major and aca-
demic distinction. Area students included:

READLYN: Jacob Kuhlmann, College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Bachelor of 
Arts, Enterprise Leadership; Austin Wit-
tenburg, College of Engineering, Bache-
lor of Science in Engineering, Computer 
Science and Engineering.

FAIRBANK: Maria Kayser, College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Bachelor of 
Arts, Communication Studies.



Page 4	 Readlyn Chronicle	 Wednesday, August 31, 2022 

 

Thank you for 
your  

generosity 

Kimberly Hollon 

Oliver Cordova 
Lorrie Oldenburger 

 

********************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Phone and Fax: 319-279-3432 Email: readlynlib@gmail.com Website:  www.readlyn.lib.ia.us 

 

Visit Our Webpage! 
https://

www.readlyn.lib.ia.us/ 

 

Monday 10:00 - 7:00 
Tuesday 10:00 - 5:00 

Wednesday 10:00 - 5:00 

Thursday 10:00 - 7:00 

Friday 10:00 - 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 - 12:00 

Cash Donations 

Hours: 

 
 The Bremer County Health 
Department holds foot clinics 
at the Readlyn Library on the 
3rd Thursday of every month. 

Services 
Fax / Print / Scan 
Conference Room 

Test Proctoring 
Interlibrary Loans 
Internet/WiFi/3D 

Printing 

A New Face at the Library! 
 

 
 
Lorrie Cozart Oldenburger will be joining the  
staff here at Readlyn Community Library! 
she’ll be taking over Mondays and some Satur-
days and may also be around for programming  
as we plan for more activities in the Fall.   
 
Stop by and say hello! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Readlyn Reads—Book Talk 

DVDs are Now Available to Check Out at No Charge!  
  

There will be a limit to the number of DVDs that can go out to one person at one time and 
kids will need permission from a parent or guardian to check DVDs out.  It is our hope that 
by offering these materials to our community at no cost, more patrons will be able to en-
joy them.  Please contact the library with any questions that you might have.

Our September Selection is ‘A Gentleman in Moscow’ by Amor 
Towles:   In 1922, Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an unre-
pentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, and is sentenced to 
house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street 
from the Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable man of erudition and 
wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an 
attic room while some of the most tumultuous decades in Rus-
sian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. Unexpect-
edly, his reduced circumstances provide him entry into a much 
larger world of emotional discovery.  

If you’d like to join us for this discussion, email us at readlynlib@gmail.com to 
reserve a copy!  We meet on the last Thursday of the month at 6pm for tea/
coffee, treats and great discussion.   

In Memory of Reiny Freitag  
Marlene Kuker 
Bob & Sylvia Casterton 
Lavern Spier 
Dan & Marva Schuldt 
 
In Memory of Don Soldwisch 
Barbara Meyer 
Dan & Marva Schuldt 
Shirley Huck 
Judy Henn 
Family of Don Soldwisch 
 
In Memory of Sonja Bast 
Judy Henn 
 
In Memory of Kay Regenold 
Judy Henn 
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Readlyn, Long Ago
Compiled by Bob Thran

Editor’s Note: Read the Chronicle, including “Readlyn, Long Ago,” online at: 
https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

Henry C. Otto Family
Henry C. and Emma Thoms Otto were 

our neighbors in Readlyn, living in the 
home now owned by Jerry and Bonnie 
Wittenburg. When they moved to Readlyn 
they did not entirely leave the farm, they 
brought some chickens with them. Henry 
was then manager of the Equity Coop in 
Readlyn. 

On the farm, he planted oats and corn. 
In life, he was able to plant, two miles 
south of Readlyn, his family of six chil-
dren on farms within a 2-1/2 mile radius. 
It appears that when a son or daughter was 
to be married, he assisted them in purchas-
ing a farm.

Henry married Emma Thoms. Henry 
died in 1953 and Emma died in 1939. 
They are buried in Immanuel Lutheran 
Cemetery near Klinger. Even in death, 
their six children are near. Sons Herb, 
Heinie, Elmer, and Arnold lie in the same 
cemetery. Daughters Renetta and Olin-
da are buried three miles north in the St. 
Paul Lutheran Cemetery, one mile west of 
Readlyn.

Herb Otto, the oldest, was born in 1905, 
and married Frieda Moeller. Herb died in 
1978, age 77, Frieda in 2001. Their chil-
dren were Marlys Minneart, Lavonne 
Horman, Jannette Wolff (Deceased), Dor-

othy Rundle, Sandra Jerke (D), Beverly 
Bellile (D) and one son, Jim. Ron Schweer 
bought the farm in 1991 from the Bellile 
family. His grandson, Carter, lives on the 
farm.

Henry (Heinie) Otto was born in 1912, 
and married Christine Steidtler. Heinie 
died in 1998. Christine died in 1998. They 
were the parents of Darwin (D), Larry (D), 
and Henry (D) and Marva Schuldt. Their 
farm was purchased by Steve Rathe. Jim-
my Hyde is on the acreage.

Renetta was born in 1915, and married 
Edgar Albrecht. Renetta died in 2015, age 
99. Edgar died in 1995. Their farm was 
sold to Laverne Leistokow before Edgar 
and Renetta moved to Readlyn.

Olinda, born in 1918, married Arlen 
Moeller. They were later divorced. Olin-
da died in 1995, age 76. They were the 
parents of Dickie and Judy Warneke. The 
farm was sold to Erwin Piehl in 1964, then 
to Laverne Leistikow in 2006. Jerry and 
Susan Macken own the acreage.

Arnold Otto was born in 1923, and mar-
ried Norma Meyerhoff. He died in 1987, 
age 64. Norma died in 2007. Children are 
Nelson, Loren, Dennis, Stanley, Kathryn 
Behnke and Carol Schaffner. Their farm 
remains in the family.

Henry C. Otto Family - Front row, left to right: Renetta, Elmer and Olinda; middle row, 
Henry and Emma; back row, Arnold, Herb and Heinie.

Elmer and Ethel Otto Family
At the time of their marriage, Elmer Otto 

was playing in a band called The Music 
Makers. They played every Saturday eve-
ning at the Old Oaken Bucket in Cedar 
Falls. The band also played for anniversa-
ries, wedding dances, barn dances and mas-
querade parties at which the band member 
ladies would also come in costume, the 
band members not knowing who they were. 
His wife, Ethel, said it was so much fun.

The Music Makers played for 12 years. 
Band members were Elmer on saxophone, 
Wally Krueger on trumpet, Arnold Stromer 
on banjo, Alvin Graeser on drums, and Re-
netta Albrecht, Elmer’s sister, on piano. 
They had two alternates, Orlyn Schutte on 
trumpet and Earl Nissen on trombone. Dick 
Lehmkuhl sat in at times, playing saxo-
phone. When it became necessary to join 
the union, they called it quits.

Elmer passed away in the spring of 1974 
after a long battle with leukemia. Ethel is 
still living and doing very well for being 
102 years old. She now resides in Stone 
Bridge (residential living) in Osage Beach, 
Missouri. This allows Bob and Kelly Otto 
to visit much easier than when Ethel was in 
Bartels Home in Waverly.

Bob Otto graduated from Readlyn High 
School in 1956. He married Virginia (Kel-
ly)  Kalianoff in St. John Lutheran Church 
in Denver.

Bob and Kelly lived in Denver where Bob 
was manufacturing manager for Schumach-
er Elevator. Kelly worked as a lab techni-
cian at hospitals and clinics in the area. Bob 
retired in 1991. They vacationed summers 
in Osage Beach, Missouri, then decided to 
move there. Bob and Kelley’s two sons, 
Tony and Shawn, moved to Osage Beach 
where they started a construction company, 
building homes in the area. Shawn passed 

away in 2018. Tony and his wife, Jennifer, have 5 children.
Bob and Kelly are enjoying their retirement in Osage Beach. Someone recently post-

ed a picture on the Internet of Bob and Kelly on the lake with a string of crappies.
Elmer and Ethel had another son, Steve, retired and living in Washington, Indiana. 

Steve graduated from Wapsie Valley in 1965. He was married twice, lost both wives. 
and is now alone.

As I write this, Bob and Kelly are on the lake catching crappies. Bass are being 
thrown back in. They must be 15 inches long to keep.

Elmer and Ethel Otto

The Music Makers

Dick Lehmkuhl and Elmer Otto on saxo-
phones.

History of the Otto  
Family Home Place

Following is a little history of the Otto 
family home place provided by Ethel 
Otto, wife of Elmer Otto. 

In 1835, the Otto Homestead was set-
tled by Henry Stevens after he walked 
to Dubuque to purchase the land from 
the government. Henry Otto purchased it 
from Stevens in 1869.

In 1880, Conrad Otto purchased it from 

Henry. In 1905, Henry C. Otto, Elmer's fa-
ther, bought the property. 

Elmer and Ethel Otto were married in 
1938 and, in 1944, purchased the 120-acre 
farm located two miles south of Readlyn 
and a quarter mile west. 

In 1990, Norbert Schmidt bought 
the farm and removed all the build-
ings.

Readlyn Area Housing
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

For More Information Contact
KarTay Apartment Management 319-334-7110

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider.

62 years of age or older, handicapped/disabled regardless of age
• Very Low or Low-Income Families • One or Two Bedrooms - Ground Level 

• Stove & Refrigerator Furnished • Laundry Facilities On Site
• All Electric Units with Thermostat in Each Room
• Ample Closet Space  • Rent Based on Income

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com
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Services:
Custom Welding

Power Equipment
Hydraulic Hoses

412 7th Street, Janesville
(319) 987-2801• Cell: (319) 230-7770

email: shop@stokeswelding.comwww.stokeswelding.com

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

What’s Cooking?
A recipe to share can be sent to billhorn@rtc279.com

The year before COVID, we spent part of the winter down south in the Mobile Bay area. I had 
wanted to eat at a special restaurant for seafood located in the middle of nowhere where six 

roads came together. We went to this crossroads restaurant, had a great meal and, for dessert, I had 
Grumpy’s dessert. Later on, I researched it and emailed the restaurant, so now I have the recipe for 
Grumpy’s Pudding Cream Cheese Dessert. I only time made it twice, once for a coffee at Zion after 
church, and it was a big hit. It is so good, everyone in Readlyn will love this dessert and not be 
grumpy.

Grumpy’s Pudding Cream Cheese Dessert
Submitted by 2022 Grump Larry Pavelec

 8 ingredient pudding dessert the whole town will love.
 Prep Time10 minutes
 Cook Time1 day •  Total Time1 day 10 minutes
 Servings 18 servings
Calories196kcal
Ingredients
• 1- .9 oz box instant dark chocolate pudding
• 1- .9 oz box instant vanilla pudding
• 2 Philly soft cream cheese
• 4 cups milk
• 2- 8 oz container cool whip
• special dark chocolate syrup
• 36 saltine crackers
• 18 gram crackers
Instructions
1. In a large mixing bowl, whisk instant chocolate pudding and milk 

together.
2. In a large mixing bowl, whisk instant vanilla pudding and milk to-

gether.
3. Place 16 crackers in bottom of 8×16 pan.
4. Pour the chocolate pudding mixture on top of crackers, spreading even-

ly. chill
5. Place the other gram crackers on top of pudding. chill
6. Then pour the Philly soft cream cheese on top of gram crackers. chill
7. Pour the vanilla pudding mixture on top of soft cream cheese, spread-

ing evenly. chill
8. Top with the both containers of cool whip. chill
9. Cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate for at least 24 hours. The 

after the dessert sits long enough, the bottom crackers taste exactly 
like a thin layer of pie crust! 

10. Dress with special dark chocolate zig zag over dessert and 
plate. Serves 18.

Obituaries

Lavonne Oltrogge will celebrate her 
80th birthday on September 7

Lavonne Oltrogge will celebrate her 
80th birthday on September 7  with a card 
shower.  A family dinner is being held.  

She was born in Waverly, Iowa to Ewald 
& Eyla Kueker on September 7, 1942. 
She married Delbert Oltrogge on June 30, 
1963.  She was employed at Lutheran Mu-
tual in Waverly for several years before 
she stayed home with the children and was 
actively engaged in farming with her hus-
band.  Lavonne was also the church secre-
tary for Zion Lutheran Church, Readlyn, 
for 43 years, retiring in 2021.  

Her family includes her husband, and 
their children Lori (Nick) Wiley of Den-
ver, Janette (Derek) Young of Wallingford 
and Brian (Erin) Oltrogge, of Readlyn.  
There are six grandchildren, Kayla Wi-
ley, Jennifer Wiley, Dylan Young, Dalton 
Young, Donovan Young and Brenden Ol-
trogge.

Cards may be sent to PO Box 164, 
Readlyn, IA  50668. Lavonne Oltrogge

Kay F. Regenold
Kay (Mersch) Regenold, 82, of Cedar 

Falls formerly of Fairbank, passed away 
on Saturday, August 13, 2022 at Unity-
Point Hospice in Waterloo.

Kay was born on May 29, 1940, the 
daughter of Law-
rence “Dutch“ 
and Letha (Jard-
ee) Mersch. Kay 
was baptized, con-
firmed, and gradu-
ated from Immac-
ulate Conception 
the class of 1958. 
She was united in 
marriage to Ronald 
J. Regenold on De-
cember 30, 1958 at 

Immaculate Conception Church in Fair-
bank. From that union four children were 
born: Tammy, Joe, Marty and Tim.

Kay is survived by two sons, Joe (Ju-

lie) Regenold from Readlyn and Marty 
(Dawn) Regenold from Denton, TX; nine 
grandchildren, RJ (Genevieve), Jenny 
(Todd), Josh (Megan), Mandy (Stuart), 
Ben (Chelsey), Derek (RaeAnn), Dustin 
(Heather), Andy, and Whitney (Scott); 
nine great-grandchildren, and one sister 
Barbara (Bobbie) Cole from Montague, 
TX.

Kay is preceded in death by her parents; 
her husband, Ronald Regenold; daughter, 
Tammy; son, Tim; and two sisters, Pat 
McGrath and Marylee Kramer.

Private family services were planned 
at Immaculate Conception Church with 
burial following at the Immaculate Con-
ception Cemetery. Memorials may be 
directed to UnityPoint Hospice, Water-
loo.

Cards may be sent to Joe Regenold, 608 
Westview Drive, Readlyn, Iowa 50668.

Online condolences can be left at www.
woodsfuneralhome.net.

Sonja Bast
Sonja Bast, age 84, died Sunday, Au-

gust 14, 2022 due to complications stem-
ming from being 84. 

She was born in Waterloo, March 31, 
1938, the daughter of Homer and Ber-

nice Harper. Her 
father was killed in 
WWII. Her mother 
later remarried, and 
she was adopted by 
her dad, V L Bud 
Wilkinson. She at-
tended school in 
Waterloo and grad-
uated from East Wa-
terloo High School. 
She enjoyed trav-

eling, quilting, many plants, flowers and 
one big-azz garden. Sonja began working 
for Northwestern Bell Telephone Com-
pany, later to become US West, and now 
Qwest. The mergers and acquisitions tried 
their best to chop away her retirement and 
pension, but despite their efforts, she and 
her husband enjoyed a financially secure 
retirement after 30 plus years of her ded-
icated service. On August 31, 1958, she 
married Frederic Bast at the First Pres-
byterian Church in Waterloo. They lived 
most of their lives in Bremer County. She 
was active in her church being the treasur-
er for many years. She was a great mother 

and Omi and loved spending time with her 
children, grandchildren, and great-grand-
children.  

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents and two sisters, Dee and Jo. She is 
survived by her husband, the ever-calm 
and patient Freddie, and three beautiful-
ly sarcastic children, Jeffrey of Apling-
ton, Randy (Linda) of Jesup and daugh-
ter JoDee Feldman (Jeff) of Crestwood, 
KY. Also missing this spitfire of a wom-
an are grandchildren April Bast, Gavin 
Bast, Amy VanBrocklin (Josh), and Alex 
and Carl Feldman. In addition, two great 
grandchildren Raeleigh and Ryker Van-
Brocklin, as well as two brothers-in-law, 
Don Bast and Mike Quail. Also 5 special 
children. Gavin, Gabe, Noah, Lucas, and 
Julie Bourquin. 

Funeral services were held on Friday, 
August 19, 2022 at 11:00 am at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Readlyn with Pastor 
Phil Girardin officiating. Burial followed 
in Garden of Memories Cemetery in Wa-
terloo. Visitation was on Thursday from 5 
until 7 pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Readlyn. Memorials may be directed 
to Readlyn Fire Department, First Re-
sponders, Readlyn Library or St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church organ fund and online 
condolences for Sonja can be left at www.
kaisercorson.com. 

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home of Read-
lyn assisted the family with arrangements. 
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Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

1004 E. Bremer Ave.
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

Community Memorial Hospital, Sumner, is accepting applications for a

RN Position in our 
Surgical Department

This position is 32 hours per week, flexible with surgery schedule. Nurse will 
scrub, assist and circulate for OR cases.  Hourly wage is negotiable based on 

experience. Offer full competitive benefit package and sign-on bonus.  
Apply on-line at www.unitypoint.org and use position code 2022-117139.  

CMH offers Big City Care, with Small Town Comfort.  

approximate) – Assigned to Fort Polk, 
Louisiana for 6 weeks of Basic Training 
and 6 weeks of Combat Training.

April through July 1969 (approx.) – 
Went to Fort Benning, Georgia for me-
chanic training (tanks, trucks, jeeps, etc.).

9 weeks Wheel Vehicle Mechanic
7 weeks Gen Vehicle Mechanic
Orders for Vietnam: Wittenburg came 

home on leave, then went over to Fort 
Lewis, Washington, to go to Vietnam. 
When he got there, his orders were halted. 
This was the start of the end of the war in 
Vietnam and President Nixon’s plan was 
to withdraw troops. Dennis was awaiting 
different orders to be re-assigned. After 
10 days, he found out he was going to 
Fort Carson, Colorado.

September 1969 through June 1970 

(approx.): He spent the next 10 months in 
Fort Carson, Colorado. They used his me-
chanical skills in the motor pool working 
on trucks, jeeps or whatever they brought 
in.

When he had 6 months remaining in 
his 2-year stint, they gave him 2 options. 
They would give him an “early out” or he 
could spend his final time in South Ko-
rea. He looked at it as an “opportunity” to 

go over there to Korea and then he could 
visit his aunt and uncle (Bud and Nancy 
Potter), who were stationed in Okinawa, 
Japan.

July 7 through December 22, 1970 – 
Assigned to Eighth Army, Engr/Infantry 
Division in South Korea. While he was 
over there, he worked as a mechanic fix-
ing equipment and also working closely 
with the engineers. He was located just 3 
miles from the DMZ and could hear the 
missiles going off all the time.

December 22, 1970 – Went to Fort 
Lewis, Washington and he was granted an 
honorable discharge.

(Added at spouse’s request) After the 
service, Dennis Wittenburg and his broth-
ers started Wittenburg Truck Lines to-
gether. Denny and his brother, Rod, both 
served as mechanics in the service. The 
skills and knowledge they learned in the 
service would help to contribute to the 
success of the company. 

Wittenburg was a SP5 when he trans-
ferred from active duty Army to Army 
Reserves.

He served from 1/7/1969 to 12/22/1970 
- one year, 11 months, and 10 days. US-
ARPAC 5 months and 11 days.

He received the National Defense Ser-
vice Medal, EXP M-14, and AFEM.

He went to USATCI for 9 weeks for 
Wheel V MECH and USAIS for 7 weeks 
for GP VN MECH.

Continued from Page 1

On June 26, 21 veterans from the Vietnam Era were recognized and presented a Quilt of Valor at the Waverly Area Veterans Post. 

Darrol Kohagen Dennis Wittenburg

Darrol Kohagen and Dennis Wittenburg receive Quilts of Valor

We offer:
Weed Control
Fertilization 

Lawn Mowing
Core Aeration

Grub Preventer
Spring & Fall Cleanups

... and much more!
Knowledgeable and helpful - locally owned and operated

102 N. 4th St.
Fairbank, Iowa
319-635-2139

Open 7:30 AM-8 PM
7 Days a Week

fairbankfoodcenter.com - DELI - CATERING - LIQUOR -

Deadline for Sept. 28 Chronicle is Sept. 15, 5 PM 
Send news to: ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com
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Being prepared with the right
insurance for your
farm and crop matters.

Call us to talk to one of our experienced
AgriBusiness Advisors today at 319.483.4854 or
visit our website at acceladvantage.com.

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab is a non-profit  
28 licensed bed long-term care setting certified 
by Medicare and Medicaid.  We are committed 

to providing excellent care and support to 
residents, families, the community and our 

employees.  We provide skilled nursing, 
rehabilitative therapy services, continuous 

nursing care, social services and activity 
programs designed to meet various types  

of individual needs.  
Independently Owned & Operated

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd Street SW, Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-4269
trnuhome@butler-bremer.com

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.

VANDAELE 
INSURANCE, INC.

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467
Fairbank, IA 50629

319-635-2526
Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.

Immanuel Lutheran Church-Klinger’s 150th Anniversary

How It All Began
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

(Klinger) located south of Readlyn is 
pleased to be celebrating 150 years in 
2023. As part of this observance, an 
overview of Immanuel’s history along 
with current events will be shared via 
the Readlyn Chronicle. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Klinger, one of the early congrega-
tions in Iowa, had its beginning in the 
year 1873. Pastor L. Kraemer of Ar-
tesian, Iowa was primarily instrumen-
tal in establishing this congregation 
by conducting services in the various 
public schools in Maxfield Township 
until a number of families organized 
a congregation and built a church and 
school. 

Here’s a chronological recap of the 
first 100 years:

1873–A small but determined con-
gregation erected the first church and 
dedicated it on the Eighth Sunday af-
ter Trinity. First pastor was Rev. W. 
Kanning.

1878-The first school building was 
erected and dedicated on the Fourth 
Sunday after Trinity. 

1887-The first organ was dedicated.
1891-One acre of land was pur-

chased and the teacher’s home was 
built.

1894-Due to steady growth of the 
congregation, a new church building 
was built. A new bell, weighing 1500 
pounds, was installed too. 

1898-Interior of the church was cov-
ered with decorative tin (as we see it 
today). 

1908-A 
Weikhardt Pipe 
Organ was in-
stalled.

1910-Due 
to the former 

school being outgrown, a new school 
building was built.

1912-A new parsonage was built.
1913-The teacherage (teacher’s 

home) was rebuilt and enlarged.
1915-A concrete drive to the ceme-

tery was poured and ornamental gates 
were erected at cemetery entrance. 

The ornamental gates are still intact 
today.

1919-A new heating system was in-
stalled in the church.

1920-Electricity was installed in all 
church properties.

1922-Services in the English lan-
guage were begun with services in that 
language being held once per month. 
All other services were in German.

1923-Immanuel celebrates its 50th 
Anniversary.

1924-Due to growth in school at-
tendance, the school building was en-

larged to twice its former size.
1934-Both German and English 

languages used at church meetings so 
members could better express them-
selves.

1935-A Young People’s Society was 
organized. Also, ‘double-header’ ser-
vices were initiated with the German 
services scheduled for 10 a.m. and En-
glish speaker services at 11 a.m. Lent-
en services were held in the evenings 
rather than daytime as was the custom 
in the past.

1937-The ‘double-header’ services 
of German-English were discontinued 
and services were to be held on alter-
nating Sundays. 

1938-The printing of Sunday bulle-
tins was approved and a mimeograph 
machine purchased. 

1941-The cemetery grounds were 
beautified by seeding the end toward 
the road to grass and by planting orna-
mental trees. 

1942-Water works for the church 
property was installed.

1944-The already established Ladies 
Aid Society at Immanuel was granted 
permission to join the Lutheran Wom-
en’s Missionary League. The rental 
system of books and materials was 
introduced in our parochial school. A 
new garage was built at the parsonage.

1945-The first Sunday School ses-
sion was held.

1947-The church was extended and 
a full basement added. The Young 
People’s Society joined the Interna-
tional Walther League. The existing 
pipe organ was rebuilt and electrified.

1948-Stained glass windows were 
installed in the church. Immanuel cel-
ebrated its 75th Anniversary.

1969-The church entrance was re-
moved and supplied with a new balco-
ny stairway, new basement stairways, 
an auxiliary room and carpeting.

1972-The balcony floor was carpet-
ed and carpet was added to portions of 
the nave floor.

1973-The 100th Anniversary was 
observed with special festivities and 
celebrations throughout the year.

Trivia question: What is the En-
glish translation of Immanuel’s ceme-
tery sign—Ev. Lut. Immanuels Gotte-
sader? Answer will be provided in the 
next month’s article. 

Immanuel Lutheran - Klinger is 
planning its 150th Anniversary cele-
bration on August 6, 2023. 

Theme: “O God, Our help in ages 
past, our hope for years to come.”
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Deadline for the September 28 
Readlyn Chronicle

is Thurs., Sept. 15 at 5 PM - Send news to 
ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

SEND NEWS  
for the Readlyn Chronicle to  
readlynchronicle@gmail.com

Readlyn Senior Citizens August meeting
The next Readlyn Senior Citizens Meet-

ing will be September 21 at 11:30 at the 
Readlyn Library.

17 members met on August 17, 2022 
for lunch and a meeting. We welcomed  
Larry and Vicki Pavelec as new members. 
Ron Leistikow led us in prayer before our 
meal. The meeting after lunch was called 
to order.

We sang “Happy Birthday” to Charlie 
Albrecht, Judy Leistikow, Larry Pavelec 
and Lois Thacher as they were celebrating 
birthdays in the month of August. We sang 
“Happy Anniversary” to Charlie and Wil-
da Albrecht as they were celebrating their 
anniversary in August.

All attending members signed a sym-
pathy card that was sent to Freddie Bast 
on the passing of his wife Sonja Bast. She 
will be missed by many and all of the Se-
nior Citizen members.

A get-well card was signed by all attend-
ing members and sent to GaryLee Thurm 
as he is in Northcrest Specialty Care for 
rehab after his stroke. Larry Sauerbrei has 
not had his back surgery yet as last month it 
was reported he was having surgery August 
18. Don Billhorn has not had his back sur-
gery yet either as last month it was reported 
that he would perhaps need back surgery. 
We hold all these men in our prayers.

The secretary's minutes from the July 
20, 2022 meeting were read. Secretary's 
report was approved by Charlie Albrecht 

and seconded by Marlys Deterding. Mo-
tion carried.

The treasurer's report was read by Char-
lie Albrecht and the balance in the account 
after the expenses was $165.00. The trea-
surer's report was approved as read by 
Roger Deterding and seconded by Ver-
deen Pavelec. Motion carried.

Old Business: The annual Readlyn 
Golf Cart Ride as reported last month,is 
set for September 10, 2022. Those attend-
ing should meet at TruServe in Readlyn at 
1:15. Deadline to sign up is September 3. 
Contact Pat Wehr at 319-415-2001if inter-
ested. The Garden Club of Readlyn will be 
providing cookies after the Golf Cart Ride 
at the Gazebo. 

New Business: Ron Leistikow report-
ed that in 2004, 2500 people attended the 
first Combine Demolition Derby that he 
had organized in Readlyn. He had gotten 
the idea from Don and Marylou Billhorn 
as they had Combine Demolition Derbies 
in their home town of Eitzen, MN. Since 
then it has been at the Bremer County Fair 
for the last 17 years.

The Readlyn Seniors Citizen Group 
is always looking for new members. We 
meet the 3rd Wednesday of each month. 
All are welcome!!

Motion was made to adjourn the meet-
ing by Bob Thran and seconded by Marlys 
Deterding. Motion carried.

Lois Thacher, Secretary

Marjorie Macken’s yards are chosen
Continued from Page 1

The pelican is a gift from former student 
Ellen Althouse. Ellen often brings Marjorie 
flowers; she is just one of Marjorie’s stu-
dents over her 42 1/2 years of teaching 
who stops by bearing gifts.

The building in the background began as an extra room at Wapsie Valley High School. 
In the mid ‘80s it was moved by Readlyn Elementary and used as a kindergarten class-
room. Marjorie bought the building in 1991 and moved it to its present location. 

A few of the 8-10 varieties of lilies seen in Marjorie’s flower beds. 

Marjorie’s son, Joel, builds her trellises. 

One of Marjorie’s apples trees, a grapevine, and potted ground cherries create a beau-
tiful border.

The outhouse, made as a surprise, was 
originally a part of Darrel Kuhlmann’s barn. 
It serves as a storage shed for pots and 
garden tools. 

Bremer Corn Growers Winners: (left to right) Wyatt Forsyth – FFA Leader, Mary 
Bodensteiner, Bridget Seeman, Ellie Neal, Ron Leistikow – President.

County Corn Growers met at Center Inn
The Bremer County Corn Grower An-

nual Meeting was held at the Center Inn 
at 6:00 p.m. on March 28. Ron Leistikow, 
President, and Lisa Kubik, District Corn 
Advisor, led the event. Three new di-
rectors of the BCCGA were announced:  
Danny Dillon, Keith Neidert and Luke 
Schuldt. We welcome them.  

Our three scholarship winners were an-
nounced: Ellie Neal, Bridget Seeman and 

Mary Bodensteiner. Congratulations! 
Our guest speaker was Ryan Edeker of 

the Shell Rock POET ethanol plant. Ryan 
did a great job of talking about many as-
pects of ethanol. Mark Mueller, District 
Director, also spoke about many AG top-
ics. Thanks to POET of Shell Rock and 
Fairbank for taking care of the tab. Door 
prizes were passed out and the meeting 
was adjourned.  
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CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner

207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly

319-352-9129
info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com

131 Tower Street, Denver • 319-984-6191

We are accepting new patients! 
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule your appointment in Denver today!

“OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS”

Denver Family Dental

Robert R. Pipho, D.D.S.
Brendon T. Boerm, D.D.S.

160 East Main Street • Denver, Iowa • 50622 • (319) 984-6191

We are now open and accepting new patients!
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule

Your appointment in Denver today!

RRobertrtrt R. Pipho, D.D.S.
Breeeendon TT.T Boerm, D.D.S.

“Our Family Caring For Yours”

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

Three levels of care that are:
 –all on the same campus, under the same roof
 –adjacent to Community Memorial Hospital (UnityPoint Health)

Fettkether
Fertilizer Co., LLC

Dunkerton, IA
319-404-0064

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

Community Happenings
Westendorf Family Reunion held

The 28th annual Leo and Mildred West-
endorf Reunion was held Sunday, July 24, 
2022 at the Cedar Bend Park by Waver-
ly, Iowa. Attendees enjoyed donut holes, 
cookies, and coffee at 10:30 a.m. A mini 
church service was led by Steve Pavelec 
who also played guitar and gave the mes-
sage. At noon, there was a potluck dinner 
with the prayer given by Ed Pavelec.  

Forty-five members were present. 
They were from Waverly, Cedar Falls, 
Waterloo, New Hartford, Cedar Rapids, 
Charles City, Janesville, Tripoli, Denver, 
Readlyn, Sumner, Minneapolis, MN, and 
Montello, WI. The oldest family member 
was 87-year-old Verdeen Pavelec of Den-
ver, IA, and the youngest family member 

was 2-month-old Lily Dierks, daughter of 
Jonny and Olivia Dierks of Minneapolis, 
MN. Traveling the longest distance was 
Ed Pavelec from Yuma, AR. 

Many members played bean bags. The 
winners were Connie Fleshner of Janes-
ville, IA and Larry Pavelec of Readlyn. 
On Saturday, July 23, 2022, twelve men 
ate breakfast at Hy-Vee and then golfed 
at Waverly Municipal Golf Course. The 
winners were Robert Thiele of Waterloo 
and Jim Kuhrt of Tripoli. At 11:30 am, 
seventeen ladies attended lunch at the 
Wild Carrot in Waverly. That night, fami-
ly members got together at the Commons 
in Ledges 1, Waverly, Iowa. Hosts were 
Marlene Fasse and family. 

Join us for a 
COMMUNITY SUPPER 

at Bennington Schoolhouse #4
2025 E. Bennington Road, Waterloo 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2022 
4:30-6:30 PM

Pork loin sandwich, beans, chips, 
ice cream and a drink. 

FREE-WILL DONATIONS ACCEPTED
A DVD of the school will be available for purchase that evening. 

Heinemans to note 60th anniversary
Don and Joyce Heineman will observe 

their 60th wedding anniversary on Sep-
tember 23.

Joyce (Hartman) and Don Heineman 
were married on September 23, 1962 at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Readlyn. Their 
family includes Janell (Charlie) Leven-
dusky of Oklahoma City, Jeffrey (Katie) 
Heineman of Marion, and Deann (Troy) 
Ambrosy of Waterloo. They have 7 grand-
children, Joshua (Lauren) Levendusky, 
Brian (Taylor) Levendusky, Troy (Mariah) 
Levendusky, Kyle (Liz) Heineman, Kory 
(Sara) Heineman, and Lauren (Kirk) Mos-
er. One grandchild, Klay Heineman, is 
deceased. They also have six great-grand-
children: Jackson, Rosalie and Valerie 
Heineman, Izabella Heineman, Tate Mos-
er and Olivia Levendusky, and one due in 
January 2023.

Congratulations may be sent to them at 
408 E. 6th St., Readlyn, IA 50668.

Don and Joyce Heineman

V.F.W Auxiliary meetings held
The Wayne Teisinger V.F.W. Auxiliary 

met at the home of Wilda Albrecht with 
six members present on July 12, 2022 at 
6 p.m. The meeting was called to order 
by President Verdeen Pavelec and opened 
with prayer read by Wilda Albrecht and 
the Pledge of Allegiance by all. The min-
utes were read by Luann Happel with no 
corrections or additions. A motion was 
made by Betty Power and seconded by 
Wilda Albrecht to accept the minutes.  
Carried. The treasurer’s report was read 
by Ellen Thies, which is subject to audit.  

General orders and chairman reports 
were read by members. The bill was paid, 
volunteer hours were turned in. 353 pop 
tabs were turned in to give to the firemen.  
V.B.S. youth from Zion, St. Matthew’s 
and Readlyn community made “God 
Bless America” door hangers surrounded 
by red, white and blue stars to give to the 
Willow Wind residents. A thank-you was 
read from Corlyn Frietag for our expres-
sion of sympathy. The auxiliary got a new 
roster and program book. The 3rd District 
meeting will be held August 27 at Sullivan 
Brothers Post #1623, Waterloo, IA.  

The Big Ten Conference will be held 
in October in Milwaukee, WI. A motion 
was made by Darlene Peters and second-
ed by Ellen Thies to adjourn the meeting. 
The prayer was read. Hostess was Wilda 
Albrecht.  
V.F.W. Auxiliary August Meeting

The Wayne Teisinger V.F.W. Auxiliary 

met at the home of Ellen Thies on Au-
gust 9, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting 
was called to order by President Verdeen 
Pavelec and opened with prayer read by 
Wilda Albrecht and Pledge of Allegiance 
by all. The minutes were read by Luann 
Happel. A motion was made by Wilda 
Albrecht and seconded by Darlene Peters 
to accept the minutes. Carried. The trea-
surer’s reports were read by Ellen, which 
is subject to audit. General Orders and 
Chairman reports were read by members.  
No bills. Volunteer hours were turned in.  
Stamps for the Wounded are accepting 
canceled stamps for Veterans. The V.F.W. 
Auxiliary received the bond from Nation-
al. Dues are now due for the Auxiliary. 
A memo was read from Ann Pantelea-
kos, National Secretary/Treasurer. Third 
District will be held at Sullivan Brothers 
V.F.W. Post in Waterloo, August 27.  

Big Ten Conference will be held in 
Milwaukee, WI October 14-16. National 
President’s official visit will be October 
16-18 in Waterloo. Fall Pow-Wow Con-
ference will be held in Des Moines, Oc-
tober 21-24. We’re having a Poppyless 
Poppy Sale and Betty Power made the 
motion and Darlene Peters seconded it.  
Carried. Food and clothing will be donat-
ed to A.F.I.L. for Veterans. A thank-you 
was read from Luann Happel after hospi-
talization. A  motion was made by Betty 
Power and seconded by Wilda Albrecht 
to adjourn. Carried. The prayer was read.  
Hostess was Ellen Thies.
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Kristi Demuth, Agent
Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
Waverly, IA 50677
(319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company S.I. and its Operating Companies, 
American Family Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison Wisconsin 53783
©2019 016630 – 04/19 – 15669400

PROTECTION FOR
YOUR FARM.
AND YOUR 
FARM'S FUTURE.

You’ve got big plans for the future and at American Family Insurance,
we understand what it takes to make your dream a reality.

Let’s talk about the protection your dream deserves.

Pictured from left to right: Wapsie Valley Superintendent Chris Hoover, Oran Mutual Tele-
phone Board Members Rick Trotter, Barb Gruetzmacher, Donna Sadler, Dan Lundt, John 
Reith, Mike Tagtow, Jere Kerns, and Wapsie Valley Principal T.J. Murphy.

Oran Mutual partners with WV Schools to 
upgrade security to all district campus buildings

FAIRBANK, IA - As the beginning of 
the 2022-2023 school year approaches, 
the Wapsie Valley Community School 
District and Oran Mutual Telephone 
Company have been working together to 
increase the security resources at each of 
the Wapsie Valley School campuses in the 
district. 

The Oran Mutual Telephone Company 
has graciously donated $50,000 to im-
prove the security in each of our school 
buildings throughout the district. 

At all buildings the donation covered 

security improvements that included up-
grading the video surveillance storage 
systems, upgrading the duress alarm sys-
tem, and installing additional exterior and 
interior high definition cameras. 

In addition to those upgrades, the Jr./
Sr. High School will have the door access 
controls installed on the remaining eight 
exterior doors on the building. 

The Wapsie Valley CSD wants to thank 
Oran Mutual Telephone Company for 
their partnership and generosity to keep 
our students and staff safe!

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

Community Memorial Hospital, Sumner, is accepting applications for a

Full-time RN Position
This position is from 7pm-7am, 3-12 hour shifts and weekend rotation. 

This will be an RN on Med-Surg floor and you will do the broad spectrum 
of nursing. Hourly wage  is negotiable based on experience. Offer full 

competitive benefit package and sign-on bonus.  
Apply on-line at www.unitypoint.org and 

use position code 2022-112160. 
CMH offers Big City Care, with Small Town Comfort.  

PO Box B, 103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301

or 1-800-428-5808
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Obituary

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell  319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

Farmers Cooperative Company
Readlyn: 319-279-3396

Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F

SHOP
LOCAL!

Stop in 
today!

We carry food for: 
Rabbits, Cats, Dogs, Chickens, Sheep, Horses & More

Softener Salt: 
Delivery in town to those needing assistance

Cedar & Pine Chips
Bird Seed • Grass Seed • Lawn Fertilizer

Bagged Shell Corn

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

David Lundt
David Lundt, 

formerly of Oran, 
Iowa passed away 
in Hampton, Vir-
ginia following 
a brief illness on 
Monday, July 18, 
2022.

David was born 
on March 23, 
1943 at the Wa-
verly Hospital, the 
son of George and 

Emma (Fisher) Lundt. As the family moved, 
David attended school in Clarksville, May-
nard and Oran. He graduated with the class 
of 1961 from Wapsie Valley.  He attended 

Wartburg College, graduating in 1965. His 
first job took him to Virginia as a biologist 
studying the waters of Chesapeake Bay. He 
then became a Health Inspector for the State 
of Virginia and later as an OSHA investiga-
tor. David retired in 2006.

He enjoyed his hobbies. Photography, 
traveling and sailing were his favorites.  

David was preceded in death by his par-
ents, brothers, Floyd and Donald, and sister, 
Dolores Engelhardt. He is survived by nieces 
and nephews: Priscilla Nieman, Waterloo, Eu-
gene (Sherri) Nieman, Nashua; Dan (Cindy) 
Lundt, Oran; Diane (Tim) Johnson, Fairbank, 
and Dawn (Kevin) Higgins, LaPorte City.

A remembrance of life will be held Sun-
day, September 4, 2022 at St. Peter Luther-
an Church, Oran, Iowa at 2:00 p.m.

A move to Willow Winds is more 
than a change of address. It’s a 
Community that ensures peace 
of mind. 

Amenities included for all tenants:
~Three home cooked meals a day                   
~Medication reminders
~Housekeeping and Laundry                             
~Emergency call pendants
~Activities                                                             
~Resident Assistant on site 24/7
~Cable & Utilities                                                 
~Nurse on call 24/7
~Wi-Fi access

www.WillowWindsDenver.com

121 Bremer Avenue
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5867

Come home to
Willow Winds

Assisted Living

Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor
Cell: (319) 269-5089

wendymohlis@gmail.com
300 S. State Street, Denver, IA

 
Born and raised in 

Bremer county!

Ready to find your new home?
 

 

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432
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ReadlynReadlynReadlyn
Outdoors

By: Eric Johnston

“Fall is Approaching”
ejohnston@mossyoakprostaff.com 

It’s hard to believe we are knocking on 
fall’s door. While this has me excited, I’m 
also not ready for summer to be over, and a 
little anxious about not being prepared for the 
upcoming hunting seasons. If you’re like me 
and the summer has slipped away from you, 
I’m here to tell you THERE’S STILL TIME 
TO PREPARE AND THE TIME IS NOW! 
This month, I’ll break down what I do to get 
ready for the fall ahead.

First off, I’ll start with preparation for deer 
hunting. One area I haven’t procrastinated 
on this summer is running my trail cameras 
and preparing food plots for whitetails. I’ve 
kept up a fairly regular routine doing this, 
and I have a lot of fun checking them and 
have some pictures 
of some fairly nice 
bucks this summer. 
So, I feel good about 
the areas I’m hunt-
ing, but I still have 
a few deer stands to 
put up and many to 
check on that I leave 
up in private ground 
we hunt. 

With this being the first year that my 
daughter, Delana, will be hunting Iowa’s 
youth deer season in mid-September, the time 
crunch is even more tight this year. Now is the 
time to start checking over your deer stands. 
This is a very big deal, a little maintenance 
can save your life. Look over everything on 
your stands, check bolts, cables, and straps for 
wear, and replace anything that looks ques-
tionable. I can’t stress this enough, as bolts 
and straps are cheaper than the alternative of 
a tree stand failing and having a fall. 

Scouting can still be done this time of year 
as well. I did a lot of spring scouting and that 
gave me ideas of where the deer should be 
come fall, but, right now, it’s a lot of fun driv-
ing around and watching bean and hayfields 
in the evening for deer. This is a scouting tac-

tic we often do as a family which makes it 
even more fun. Also, now is the time to be 
picking up the bow, shotgun, or muzzleloader 
and start getting some target practice in! Get-
ting your weapon of choice dialed in now will 
make your hunt so much more enjoyable and 
efficient come game time.

Now is also the time to start scouting for 
your upcoming waterfowl seasons. Dove and 
teal opens September 1 in Iowa and you don’t 
want to be behind as these are our first seasons 
to get in the field. Dove is a fairly straight for-
ward hunt - you need a box of shells, light 
camo and a stool to sit on. Preparing for dove 
season can be done quickly and your biggest 
concern here is finding a field to hunt. Each 
year, on Iowa’s public hunting ground, the 
DNR plant sunflower plots. These sunflow-
er plots are major dove attractors. While the 
DNR plants these, they do not post where they 
are and they move them around each year. So 
do a little back road driving and check public 
areas until you find a sunflower field. 

Teal hunting and all of the waterfowl sea-
sons take a fair amount of prep work. Now 
is the time to be pulling your decoys out and 
cleaning them up, fixing ropes and weights 
and charging the batteries on your motion de-
coys. Also, it’s time to get your duck blinds 
ready. If you’re a boat hunter, get the boat 
out and check over wiring for loose connec-
tions and make sure all your safety features 
are in the boat - life jackets, throw cushion, 
fire extinguisher, etc. Make sure the motor is 
running well and batteries are charged. Also, 
don’t forget about the trailer - check bearings 
and trailer wiring. A little maintenance can 
keep you from having a bad trip.

It’s also time to get your blind installed and 
grassed in on the boat. If you’re lucky enough 
to have access to a permanent blind, check it 
out to make sure spring floods haven’t dam-
aged it and get it brushed in. 

For field duck and goose hunters, check 
your layout blinds for loose bolts or torn fab-
ric and also bent or broken rods. It’s a lot eas-

ier to replace these things now than a couple 
nights before the season. 

Scouting is a constant process throughout 
the waterfowl season to be successful. I start 
out looking for shallow, out-of-the-way ponds 
for teal early, then move along through the 
season looking for duck concentrations in our 
marshes or the river bottom. Field hunting can 
change daily as farmers harvest and ducks and 
geese move from field to field. A little gas and 
leg work will put you on the waterfowl.

Upland bird hunters, I’m not forgetting 
about you! Now is a great time to get things 
ready such as making sure your hunting pants 
are fitting correctly or replacing torn garments 
from last season’s barbed wire mishaps. Go 
over your shotgun and make sure everything 
is in order and get out and shoot some clays 
to knock the rust off - that goes for you water-
fowl hunters, too. 

As far as scouting, again a little driving 
around can go a long way. You’ll be able to 
see pheasant, quail and partridge along the 
roads and be able to check out what fields and 
sloughs look like. It’s also a great time to talk 
to the farmers to gain access before the busy 
time of harvest starts. 

As I write this, I realize I’m further behind 
than I thought! I have all but a few of these 
on my to-do list! So, I better get busy. At least 
it’s fun preparing and it will make your hunts 
more enjoyable and successful being pre-
pared. 

Until next time, GET OUTDOORS!!

319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®
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Send news to: ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

 

Lori Beierschmitt
Broker/Owner

Cell: 319-238-1700

ADVANCED, REALTORS®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

*** CALL US TODAY WITH YOUR LISTING . . . . . .  283-2242 ***

Bonnie Schulz Bender
Broker/Assoc.

319-269-9591
REALTOR.COM       REALTOR.COM       REALTOR.COM 

COMMERCIAL 
INVESTMENT

• 122 S. Frederick, Oelwein
 Restaurant/Bar

• 402 1st Ave. NE, Oelwein - Triplex

RESIDENTIAL 
BUILDING LOTS

• 2.29 Acres M/L -$20,000
• 3 Lots - $25,000

1952 Sprawling Ranch – 2,668 sq ft on 
Main +  2,668 fin bsmnt, 2-3 Large Bedrms, 
2.5 baths  on main, ¾ + ½ in bsmnt, wet 
bar, Several family rooms, formal LivRm & 
DinRm , Eat in Kitchen, Dining Rm, & Den/
Home Office. Newer Shingles, Updated 
Furnace & Breaker Box. Heated/AC at-
tached 2 Car Garage w/Bonus room Above. 
Very Well Landscaped Corner Lot. Original 
Mid-Century Appeal, 2 f/p, so many built-
ins, Master Bath, 2 staircases. 
Perfect Family Home or Entertaining!

New Price $300,000!!

617 1st St. SE, Oelwein

716 2nd Ave. SW 
Oelwein

2 Bedrm, 1 story, w/deck,
 det. gar., shaded lot & 
appliances. $86,500

514 1st St. 
SW

Oelwein
Gorgeous 

2 story, 
3 bedrooms, 
3 baths, large 
rooms, 2 car 
gar., yard.

3 Bdm,1 Bath,
1 Car Garage,

New Steel Roof   

319 3rd St. 
NW, Oelwein

3 Bedroom Ranch w/ 1 1/2 baths. 
Main floor laundry & sunroom w/fireplace. 

Large 2 car heated garage, patio. 
Finished basement.  Priced to Sell at $225,000.

519 7th Ave. NE, Oelwein

260 East St., Maynard
3 Bedm ranch, 1 1/2 baths, outbuildings, 

1 car att. garage, steel roof, 
edge of town living.

$135,000!

225 Lincoln Dr. NE 
Oelwein

2 bdrm bungalow, 1 bath, 
mainflr stackable, newer 

updates, 1 car gar 

106 3rd St. S 
Fairbank

3 bedrm ranch, Move In 
Quality, New Fin. Bsmnt,
2-3 bonus rooms, New 

Windows, Floor Coverings, 
Impressive instantly! 

New Price $75,000!!

Deadline for the 
September 28 

Readlyn Chronicle  
is Thurs., Sept. 15 

 at 5 PM 
Send news to

ReadlynChronicle@
gmail.com

Craft & Car 
Show at Oran 
Sept. 17

The 5th Annual Oran School Craft 
Show & Car Show & Shine is being 
held Saturday, Sept. 17 from 9 am-3 pm 
at 24878 Pleasant St., Oran, Iowa.

Over 25 new & returning crafters 
will be selling toys, metal work, yard 
decor, glassware, cutting boards, kitch-
en items, magnets, bird houses, wood-
work, wreaths, sporting goods, solar 
lights, crocheted animals, knitting, 
baby items, leatherwork, jewelry, purs-
es, ceramics, tatting, shell and resin art, 
live plants, and Christmas  and fall de-
cor. Great gifts for the holidays at great 
prices! 

If you like cars from years gone by, 
don't miss the beauties coming in from 
Waverly and surrounding areas! Look, 
dream, remember!

Food will be available on-site.                       
Free admission and the venue is hand-
icap accessible. Everyone is welcome.
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Ag Resources
Bayer Crop Science 

David R. Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Farmers Co-op 
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Heritage Ag Research Inc.
 2570 Tailor Ave., Fairbank, IA

Jon Jaschen

Liddle-Ebert Ltd. - Randy & Dee Liddle
Farm Drainage - 1196 Hilton Ave., 

Plainfield, IA 50666 - (319) 596-5280

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Advanced Realtors®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Kurt R. Leistikow 
Jennifer Jaschen - Attorneys at Law

4817 University Ave. STE. D
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

(319) 553-3400 • kurt@llollc.net

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Fischels Commercial & Residential
(319) 415-7349

Joe Leehey, Residential Broker
 joe@fischelsgroup.com

3510 Kimball Ave., Waterloo, IA 50702
Tel: (319) 234-5000 Cell: (319) 415-7349

www.fischelsgroup.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

hartmanlouie@gmail.com
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

Office 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

K.C. Auto Body, L.T.D.
1701 East Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0881 • kcautobody@aol.com

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319.352.3917

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Denver Family Dental
131 Tower St., Denver

319-984-6191

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

Fidelity Bank & Trust
Adam Schaufenbuel  Waverly 

319-483-1001
Megan Niewoehner   Oelwein 

319-283-2524

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340

www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Security State Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Willow Winds Assisted Living
121Bremer Ave., Denver • (319) 984-5867

Food and
Restaurants
Grumpy’s Bar & Event Center

Main Street, Readlyn, IA

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield 

(319) 275-4528

Fairbank Food Center
www.FairbankFoodCenter.com

Jennifer & Shawn Davis
102 4th St. N., Fairbank 

(319) 635-2139

Sunrise Catering
201 Main St.  (319) 279-4089

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
Office: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
408 W. Bremer Ave. Suite A, Waverly

(319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery
Landscape Creations

Tripoli, Iowa (319) 882-4486

Tiedt Nursery
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave. 
(319) 279-3363

Nick’s Repair - 211 Malone Ave., 
Readlyn, IA - (319) 279-3517 or 

(319) 269-5604 
Service & repair of small engines & outdoor 

power equipment

Reiter Repair LLC
3501 E. Cedar Wapsie Rd., Waterloo
319-279-3876 • Cell 319-231-2452

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. 
 (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses
CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC

Owner:  Darrin Siefken 
107 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-9129

Davis Lawn Service LLC
Shawn and Jennifer Davis
104 Industrial Dr., Fairbank

319-239-5011

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft

Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219

Kwik Star
County Road 49, 410 E. 6th St., Readlyn

319-279-3319

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA 

(319) 635-2311 (888) 282-9992 
www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

Touch of Sunshine 
Therapeutic Massage

Hollie Morey, LMT
(319) 961-2927

144 S. Main St., Tripoli

Become a 
Readlyn Chronicle 

sponsor! 
Call RON LEISTIKOW 

at (319) 279-3548

CHRONICLE 
 Sponsorship
DIRECTORY
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Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Wapsie Valley School Board - July 18

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Philip Giradin

Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s  
Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Wednesday services 7:00 PM

Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Philip Giradin

Divine Service 8:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Study, Sun., 7 p.m.

Mary-Martha Circle 
1st Wednesday 7 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Sunday Services 9:00 a.m.

Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday
Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance
1. President Sauerbrei called the Public Hearing 

to order at 6:36 PM
1. Directors: Aiello, Auel, Sauerbrei, Wolfe, and 

Van Daele Superintendent Hoover, Board Secre-
tary Arndt, Brett Bergman

2. Others present: Lois Heineman, Jeff, Hughes, 
Tom Joecken, Vaughn Gross, Erin Johnson & 3 vir-
tual participants

2. A discussion was held regarding the Multi-Ju-
risdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

3. Public Comment: None
4. Moved by Wolfe, Seconded by Auel to close 

the public hearing and adjourn at 6:38 PM Motion 
carried 5-0

1. President Sauerbrei called the Regular Meet-
ing of the Board to order at 6:40 PM. All the above 
participants joined the regular meeting.

2. Moved by Wolfe, Seconded by Auel to ap-
prove the amended agenda striking B. under New 
Business as presented.

Motion carried 5-0
3. Public Comment: Lois Heineman spoke in 

regards to the WV method of election, hiring prac-
tices, & guiding students to their future when they 
have 60 years to work.

Tom Joecken - spoke in regards to several proj-
ects that weren’t complete and are safety issues at/
on the baseball field.

Vaughn Gross - would like a sidewalk put on the 
east side of Fairbank Elementary. Also spoke in re-
gards to the Student/Staff Handbook and teachers 
having ample time for input.

4. Consent Items: Moved by Wolfe, Seconded 
by Aiello to approve the consent items including 
the bills being reviewed by Wolfe and a transfer 
from the Interest Activity account to the Yearbook 
account ($220.87) to bring the balance to $0.00 for 
fiscal year-end. FYI-only Amanda Parker-Meyers 
requests to open enroll her 8th-grade daughter to 
Oelwein effective the 22-23 school year. Motion 
carried 5-0

5. Communication & Reports: Board: Brent - 
welcome to Mr. Hoover

Superintendent: Mr. Hoover discussed the 
building leadership team retreat, Rural 2 having 
water in the basement, AEA technology services, 
SAI conference, sharing agreements, facilities, and 

22-23 Superintendent goals.
6. Personnel-Resignations: Moved by Aiello, 

Seconded by Wolfe to approve the resignations of 
Haley Tiedt - JH Softball, Valerie Westphal - HS-
Part-time cook, Katelyn Gann - Instructional Asso-
ciate, Elizabeth Kempf - Instructional Associate as 
presented and thank them for their service to WV. 
Motion carried 5-0

Contracts: Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Auel 
to approve the following contracts as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0

Anness Goodpaster - 22-23 F/T JH/HS-Spe-
cial Education Associate - $12.67 P/H, Caitlin 
McElhose - 22-23 F/T JH/HS-Special Education 
Associate - $12.67 P/H, and Winter Cheer Coach 
- Base 1/0 - $1,504, Kobe Risse - 22-23 JH Foot-
ball Coach - Base 1/0 - $1,955 and 22-23 JH Boys 
Basketball-$1,955, Beau Sorenson - 22-23 Assis-
tant Wrestling Coach Base 1/2 - $2,707, Kaleb Krall 
- 22-23 Assistant Wrestling Coach - Base 1/Year 2 
$2,707, Wyatt Forsyth - 22-23 JH Wrestling Coach 
- Base 1/Year 5 $2,100, Ruth Brackett-Cripe-22-23 
Special Education Associate - $14.45 P/H, Kate-
lyn Gann - .5 22-23 .5 Special Education Associ-
ate/.5 Preschool Associate - $12.67 P/H, Elizabeth 
Kempf - 22-23 .5 Special Education Associate/.5 
Preschool Associate - $13.44 P/H, & Val Westphal - 
22-23 Fairbank Cook - $12.76 - Up to 6 hours

7. New Business: Moved by Wolfe, Seconded 
by Aiello to approve the Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard 
Mitigation Plan for Bremer County, IA. Motion car-
ried 5-0

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Wolfe to approve 
the revised 22-23 Rock Valley Physical Therapy 
contract ($16,700) as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Wolfe, Seconded by Auel to approve 
the 22-23 Activities/Coaches Handbook adding 
that a volunteer coach will be required to have an 
Iowa Coaching Endorsement as presented. Motion 
carried 5-0. The Activities/Coaches Handbook may 
need to be revisited as Jerry Van Daele hasn’t had 
time to read it.

8. Board Talking Points - Jerry would like Tom 
Joecken and Mr. Hoover to work together to get 
some of the outstanding projects completed on/at 
the baseball field

9. Moved by VanDaele, Seconded by Wolfe to 
adjourn at 7:46PM. Motion carried 5-0

Ice Cream 
Social was a 
big success!

On Sunday, July 17, 2022, the 20th 
Annual Ice Cream Social was held 
from 4-6 p.m. at the Historical Society 
building. 

There were approximately 75 people 
who enjoyed ice cream served by Read-
lyn’s 2022 Grump, Larry Pavelec. Many 
individuals toured the Historical Society 
buildings as well.

The next meeting is scheduled for 
September 26 at 6:30 p.m. Please join us 
to understand more about our mission, to 
be part of our group and/or to volunteer 
for projects. All ages are welcome!

Nine Grumps attended the Ice Cream Social 
event. Left to right are Don Billhorn, Rog-
er Deterding, Marlys Deterding, Charlie Al-
brecht, Larry Ladage, Larry Pavelec, Verdeen 
Pavelec, and Ron Lesitkow. Below left is Ron 
Kohagen.

Readlyn’s 2022 
Grump, Larry 

Pavelec, served ice 
cream sundaes.

Readlyn City Council - August 15
The Readlyn City Council met in open ses-

sion on Monday, August 15, 2022 at 6:45PM for 
the Finance Committee to review bills and at 
7:00PM for the regular meeting. Mayor Wede-
meier in the chair and the following named 
council members present: Keith Brunscheon 
Jason Franck, Nicole Barnes, Rocco Imbrogno, 
Joey Jones (arrived 7:20PM). Others in atten-
dance: Steve Aiello, Barney Wiersma, Austin 
Matthias.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Franck to approve minutes from the July II, 2022 
council meeting. All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by Brun-
scheon to approve bills presented for payment. 
All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Barnes to approve clerk and treasurer's reports. 
All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Franck 
to approve budget report and 2 months library 
reports. All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Imbrogno to approve police report. All said yes. 
Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Barnes to approve agenda as printed. All said 
yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Franck to introduce Ordinance No. 360 entitled 
"AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF READLYN, 
IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PER-
TAINING TO OFF-ROAD UTILITY VEHICLES" 
for its first reading. Roll call vote. AYES: Franck, 

Brunscheon, Imbrogno, Barnes. NAYS: None. 
Whereupon the Mayor declared the first reading 
of Ordinance No. 360 duly adopted.

As provided by Section 380.3 of the Iowa 
Code, motion by Imbrogno and seconded by 
Franck to waive the second and third read-
ings of Ordinance No. 360. Roll call vote. 
AYES: Brunscheon, Imbrogno, Barnes, Franck. 
Whereupon the Mayor declared Ordinance No. 
360 duly adopted.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Imbrog-
no to approve Krissy Franck and Pastor Dr Jean 
Rabary as new library board members, replac-
ing Laura Phelan and Dalton Meyer. Roll call 
vote. AYES: Imbrogno, Barnes, Franck, Brun-
scheon. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Council member Jones arrived.
Council received an update on the recent 

EBRRA meeting.
Council received an update on the Tripo-

li-Readlyn Sanitation board meeting.
Discussion on the proposed water tower 

maintenance. Motion by Brunscheon and sec-
onded by Imbrogno to leave the Warrior head 
painted on the tower, with Shaji White for the 
rest of the painting of the tower. Work will be 
completed this fall. Roll call vote. Barnes, 
Franck, Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Franck and seconded by Imbrog-
no to adjomn. All said yes. Motion carried. Meet-
ing adjourned at 7:45 PM.

Dan Wedemeier, Mayor
ATTEST: Lois J Buhr, City Clerk


