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Readlyn lights up the neighborhoods
After touring the town, one of the seven 

judges twice, votes have been tabulated 
for the Readlyn Community Club’s an-
nual Christmas Lighting Contest. The re-
sults are as follows:

First Place:
Inspired by the movie “Christmas Va-

cation,” Crystal and Mike decided to be-
come more festive this year and create 
a Gothard rather than Griswold family 
Christmas. The multitude of lights they 
used helped them accomplish this goal. 
Crystal’s urge to decorate stemmed from 
her parents. The snowman and candy 
canes were her parents; the trees are fash-
ioned after the trees her dad used to make,

Since Makayla, Macie, Mira, and Madi 
are fans of various cartoons characters, 
they added several of their girls’ favorite 
characters to their light show. Another 
factor regarding their display was view-
ing other homes in Readlyn decorated for 

Christmas. They wanted to make their 
home one that others enjoyed looking at. 
Mission accomplished!!

They are very excited to be a part of this 
amazing community and calling it home 

for the past five years. Their enthusiasm 
for Readlyn spread to Mike’s mom and 
dad who also now live in Readlyn. The 
Gothards are excited and thankful for be-
ing recognized.

Second place:
Once again, Gary and Connie’s Sauer-

brei’s Christmas display has been recog-
nized as a winner. Besides Gary’s mom 
and dad’s Rudolph on the side of the 
house, they have incorporated Wes and 
Delores’ vintage nativity scene. They love 
carrying on Gary’s parents’ Christmas 
decorating tradition. Future plans include 
decorating the wooden stable throughout 
the year for various holidays and seasons.

Considering the many great Christmas 

light displays in town, Gary and Connie 
feel surprised and grateful to have been 
chosen as an award-winning display.

 Third place:   

Rick and Lois Thacher moved from 
Cedar Falls to Readlyn in 1978. They are 
not the oldest residents on their street, but 
they have lived on the same street for 44 
years. Lois loves to decorate their home 
inside and out each Christmas season 
with a snowman theme and candles in 
the windows. The candles in the windows 
started 25 years ago when Lois’s beloved 
sister passed on December 9. They light 
one candle each year on that date and shut 
the rest of the lights down to remember 
her and loved ones that had passed. They 
added a BIG SNOWMAN this year.      

Rick is like Mr. Santa, as he has carved 
or wood burned and painted each family 
member an ornament each year for 28 
years. Each grandchild has his/her own 
tree with ornaments that Rick has made 
for them. Their oldest grandchild, who 
will be 29 in January, has 28 ornaments, 
and their great-granddaughter will receive 
her first ornament this year. 

Both Lois and Rick really get into the 
Christmas spirit. As they get older, each 
year they say, “We are not decorating out-
side this year,” but each year they end up 
getting into the Christmas spirit. 

   They feel honored to have been recog-
nized this year as there are so many out-

standing displays around Readlyn. Thank 
you to the Readlyn Community Club for 
sponsoring this contest each year. Merry 
Christmas to all and “Jesus is the reason 

for the season.”
Honorable Mention: 

608 Parkview, Eugene and Micki 
Thurm		

402 6th Street, Darrin and Holly Carl-
son		

323 Briggs, Tammi Moothart 
511 Malone, David and Lisa Matthi-

as	
424 East 4th, Roland Schmidt	
213 Wilmont, Rocco and Theresa Im-

brogno	
119 Kalman, Larry and Janet Ladage
248 Clark, Ron and Louie Hartman
247  Clark, Kevin and Stacie Price
Something new this year was the deci-

sion to judge all Readlyn homes with the 
exception of first, second, and third place 
winners from 2021. As a result, our 2021 
winners -- Scott and Denise Shock – 123 
Highland, Kyle and Kelly Shores – 503 
Malone, and Eric and Aubrey Johnston - 
308 Magill -- will be back in the running 
next year. 

Be sure to check out all of the homes 
mentioned in this article plus the pleth-
ora of other great displays around town. 
Time to look over the competition and 
make plans for your displays next year. 
Fire up!!

Crystal and Mike Gothard and family took first place Christmas Lighting Contest honors 
this year. Their home is shown above, with a close-up of a Minion and Mickey Mouse 
below.

Third place honors were bestowed upon Rick and Lois Thacher.

Second place went to Gary and Connie Sauerbrei. Their home is shown above with a 
close-up of Mr. and Mrs. Claus and Rudolph above right.

 to all of our readers! 
Blessings from the 

Readlyn Community Club!
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Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Sydney Matthias

Send news for the Chronicle to 
readlynchronicle@gmail.com

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Larry Pavelec, 2022 Grump

Readlyn Area Housing
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

For More Information Contact
KarTay Apartment Management 319-334-7110

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider.

62 years of age or older, handicapped/disabled regardless of age
• Very Low or Low-Income Families • One or Two Bedrooms - Ground Level 

• Stove & Refrigerator Furnished • Laundry Facilities On Site
• All Electric Units with Thermostat in Each Room
• Ample Closet Space  • Rent Based on Income

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

The spirit of Thanksgiving is one of 
family. This year I picked up my mom 
(Verdeen Pavelec) from Willow Winds 
in Denver. We went to my sister Kathy’s 
home to be with my siblings. Nine of us 
gave thanks that day. IT was a big differ-
ence from the last year’s family holiday 
with 29 of us celebrating at my mother’s 
house on the North end of Readlyn. The 
home I grew up in. The new Thanksgiv-
ing tradition is still one of love, inclu-
siveness, being grateful, and last but not 
least, fabulous food. I hope your holiday 
was about sitting down for a delicious 
meal, surrounded by friends and family.

Christmas greetings from the 2022 
Readlyn Grump. This past month, eleven 
of the former Grumps and some of the 
wives filled Christmas sacks for “San-
ta Claus is coming to town” sponsored 
by the Readlyn Community Club. You 
know it is about the children. Friday, No-
vember 25. I had a wonderful time at the 
Readlyn elementary school gym helping 
Santa and Miss Readlyn (Sydney Matthi-
as) give the sacks to the kids. Santa Claus 
listened to all the Christmas gift wishes. 
Later there was a warm bonfire and fire-
works by True Serve. My wife, Vicki, 
loves the fireworks. They were fantastic. 
It is so cool to have fireworks during the 
winter. But the best was, the town being 
full of people like one big family to en-
joy the fireworks. Thanks to the Com-
munity Club for putting this all together. 
Please do not forget the main reason we 
celebrate Christmas every year. Is to give 
thanks for the birth of the Christ Child. 
I know you will be warming your heart 
with the true meaning of Christmas.

I had a very nice surprise happen one 
night this month. That night, our neigh-
bors, the Wilcoxes, came over, said they 
noticed our Christmas lighting was not 
the same as years past. They asked if 
we needed help putting up more of the 
Christmas lighting and the radio station.  
My hands have been a problem in doing 

many of my day-to-day duties, we did 
do some less lighting. I am sure that our 
street will still have lots of cars driving 
by to see the lights.  Vicki helped me with 
the lights we have right now. I feel good 
about it, but I feel better about Brandy 
and Duane coming to ask to help us if we 
needed help.  After they left, I was feel-
ing so loved that I had teary eyes. Read-
lyn is truly a special place to live.     

The first part of December is deer sea-
son in Iowa. My brother and I usually 
plan to hunt by the cabin and spend some 
time together. I learned this season I that 
my hands are not doing very well at han-
dling my shotgun, I just can’t hold on to 
anything anymore. But my brother did a 
very good job at making it a memorable 
hunt. We had deer hanging in the shed. 

For as long as I remember, our family 
has made deer rinderwurst. We were able 
to make a big batch of it.  This is good 
family time. My brother, sister and their 
spouses came to help. So nice to have my 
mom over to make sure we taste test ev-
erything as we mix. 

The best is having a meal together 
with some Johnny cake and freshly made 
rinderwurst. Whenever we are traveling 
and I see rinderwurst for sale, I buy it 
and sample it to compare it to the rinder-
wurst made around Readlyn. I know a lot 
of people in the Readlyn area that make 
some very good rinderwurst. 

Vicki and I went to the grandkids’ 
Christmas concert at the Tripoli Elemen-
tary. All the classes did a very good job. 
We got to see all of Craig‘s and Bailie‘s 
children. Their oldest, Ash, stole the 
show when his third-grade class was on 
stage. Wow! Was there a crowd! I saw 
people there from Sumner, Readlyn, 
Denver, and Waverly. Event attendance 
shows how all the area communities is 
intertwined. One big family.

Happy New Year to everyone. 
The Big Old Grump.

Hello! It's Christmastime! I'm so ex-
cited to see all of the wonderful light dis-
plays that our community has! I had such 
a fun time helping Santa hand out gifts 
at Christmas on Main. I loved seeing all 
of the children's faces light up when they 
came in! 

Basketball season is in full swing! Al-
though it not the start our team is looking for, 
we are playing very tough and are continu-
ing to get better! The wrestling team has also 
been doing very well, along with our girls’ 

wrestling with Sumner-Fredricksburg! 
Along with Christmastime being my 

favorite, it is also show cattle season. 
My brother and I have been to 3 differ-
ent states showing our four calves Louis, 
Peggy, Thor, and Clark! So far, we have 
had great success at these shows, with my 
brother and Clark placing top five in Illi-
nois! 

Have a a safe holiday season and Happy 
New Year!

Sydney

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner

207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly

319-352-9129
info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com

Fettkether
Fertilizer Co., LLC

Dunkerton, IA
319-404-0064

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

Heritage Ag 
Research Inc.

2570  Tailor Ave., Fairbank, IA
Jon Jaschen

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.

VANDAELE 
INSURANCE, INC.

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467
Fairbank, IA 50629

319-635-2526
Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.
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Readlyn Community Happenings
Lydia Imbrogno receives scholarship

Fifteen Bremer County students pursu-
ing higher education opportunities have 
received financial assistance this fall 
thanks to scholarships from the Bremer 
County Community Foundation and its 
host foundation, the Community Founda-
tion of Northeast Iowa (CFNEIA). 

Lydia Imbrogno, a Wapsie Valley High 
School graduate, received the Stitchman 
Education Scholarship. She is majoring 
in life science at Upper Iowa University.

These scholarships totaling $20,088 
are part of CFNEIA’s largest total schol-
arship award amount in its 66-year his-
tory. This year, CFNEIA awarded 277 
scholarships totaling $635,781 to stu-
dents across Iowa with an average award 
amount of $2,295.

Other scholarship winners were:
Denver High School - Ashton Gon-

nerman, Grant Wheeler Memorial Schol-
arship, University of Northern Iowa, actu-
arial science

Janesville High School - Kenne-
dy Rieken, Stitchman Education Schol-
arship, University of Northern Iowa, 

pre-nursing: health sciences
 Tripoli High School - Deven De-

Groote, Anton M. Nielsen Scholarship, 
Hawkeye Community College, medical 
lab technology

Waverly-Shell Rock High School - 
Elizabeth Carolus, Mabel A. Burrow Me-
morial Scholarship, Hawkeye Community 
College, pre-nursing; Andrew Cummer, 
Grant Wheeler Memorial Scholarship, 
Central College, business management/
finance; Cora Ellingworth, Kenneth and 
Maxine McNerney Scholarship, Luther 
College, music education; Hunter Coul-
son, WSR FFA Alumni Hubert Rossol 
Scholarship, Brigham Young University 
Idaho, Agricultural tech and plant science; 
Alexandra Long, WSR FFA Alumni Hubert 
Rossol Scholarship, Southeastern Iowa 
Community College, agronomy; Rebecca 
Mohlis, WSR FFA Alumni Hubert Rossol 
Scholarship, Kirkwood Community Col-
lege, horticulture therapy; Tyler Resor, 
WSR FFA Alumni Hubert Rossol Schol-
arship, Ellsworth Community College, 
mobile service technician; Landon Ruth, 
WSR FFA Alumni Hubert Rossol Scholar-
ship, Hawkeye Community College, agri-

cultural business; Lauren Seeger, WSR 
FFA Alumni Hubert Rossol Scholarship, 
Ellsworth Community College, veterinary 
science

 Existing College Student or Un-
known - Gwen McQuaig, Brent Jensen 
Memorial Scholarship, Wartburg Col-
lege, religion and church music; Allison 
Wood, David and Dianne Happel Family 
Scholarship & Mabel A. Burrow Memorial 
Scholarship, Allen College, nursing

Students give ag 
demos at State Fair

 FFA students displayed their skills and 
technique in the Ag Demonstration com-
petition judged at the 2022 Iowa State 
Fair.

Wapsie Valley FFA at Fairbank was 
named Reserve Champion for their trac-
tor safety demonstration.

The demonstrations were judged based 
on organization, quality, delivery and 
supportive materials.

SAVE THE DATE!
Come One...Come ALL!!

With the partnership of Grumpy's 
Bar & Event Center & The Readlyn 
Community Club we are hosting an 
Adult Vintage Prom at Grumpy's Bar 
& Event Center.  This event is open 
to the public and not just  Readlyn 
Community Club Members or even 
restricted to residents of Readlyn.
Saturday, February 11, 2023 - 7 PM - Grumpy's Bar & Event Center 

$25/Person  (includes 1 drink ticket, live music, and appetizers)
It’s time to break out those dresses and tuxedos of yesteryear and 
enjoy a great evening of dancing and socializing with friends. The 
theme of the night is " A Night to Remember." Live music will be 

provided by The Detour Band and a photographer will be on-site as 
well to capture the evening (additional charge for couples/
groups photos and will be emailed to you after the event). 

Save the date and watch for additional 
updates as time gets closer.

VFW Auxiliary 
meets at home of 
Verdeen Pavelec

The Wayne Teisinger V.F.W. meeting 
was held at the home of Verdeen Pavelec 
on December 13, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. with 5 
members present.  The meeting was called 
to order by President Verdeen Pavelec and 
opened with a prayer read by Wilda Al-
brecht. 

The Pledge of Allegiance recited by all.  
The minutes were read by Luann Happel, 
and a motion was made by Wilda and 
seconded by Ellen to accept the minutes. 
Carried.  The treasurer's report, which is 
subject to audit, was read by Ellen Thies. 
General Orders and chairman reports were 
read. A motion was made by Wilda and 
seconded by Marg Macken to pay the bill. 
Carried. 

Volunteer hours were sent in and new 
volunteer hours were turned in. State 

President Mary Short resigned because 
of health reasons. Dept. Vice-President 
Drusill Novak will complete her term of 
2022-2023. 

Mid-winter conference is January 22-
27, 2023 at Des Moines.

A motion was made by Ellen and sec-
onded by Wilda to adjourn. Carried. Host-
ess was Verdeen. 

Next pepper 
tournament is 
January 7

The pepper tournament was held on De-
cember 3 at Grumpy’s. The winners and 
their scores were:

1st: Barb Meyer and Grace Kuethe - 205
2nd: Dave Schumacher and Don Childs 

- 171
3rd: Lynnette Biermann and Judy Henn 

- 159
4th: Shirley Kuker and Joan Matthias - 

143
The next pepper tournament will be Sat-

urday, January 7 at 2:00 P.M. at Grumpy’s 
in Readlyn. Entry fee is $3.00. Bring a 
partner. 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year!

Shirley Kuker and Judy Henn

Historical Society to meet March 27
The Readlyn Historical Society mem-

bers met at 1:30 p.m. on November 28, 
2022.  A thank you was received from 
Virgil Matthias’ family for the monetary 
donation in his memory to the Readlyn 
Library.  

A calendar is being created to com-
memorate Readlyn’s 120th anniversary in 
2024.  A work day is planned for Decem-
ber 20 at 1 p.m.  

The next meeting is scheduled for 
March 27 at 1:30 p.m. THANK 

YOU 
to all who thought  
of us on our 50th 

wedding anniversary 
celebration. The cards 
and messages of good 
wishes and gifts were 

greatly appreciated. We 
are truly blessed with 

family and friends, near 
and far, who attended 
our memorable day! 

Jim and Doris Wehling
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Readlyn, Long Ago
Compiled by Bob Thran Editor’s Note: Read the Chronicle, including “Readlyn, Long Ago,” online at: https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

Remember When — Early Readlyn Band
This picture of the Readlyn Band was 

taken circa 1934. Some of you will rec-
ognize names of friends and relatives. 
This article covers the influence of E. C. 
Stumme Sr. on music in the Readlyn area 
and his early death. Emil Stumme Sr. di-
rected both the junior and senior bands. 
Interest waned after his death. In the ‘30s 
and later, bands would play before the 
movies at both Readlyn and Denver.

As kids, we did not appreciate the time 
and effort of the director and members of 
the band who gave us entertainment until 
it was dark. We sat and waited impatiently 
for the music to end. A big cheer erupt-
ed from us kids when the projector was 
turned on. Older folks, at the performance, 
showed appreciation by their applause.

This picture, not dated, was also con-

tributed by the Gehrkes. Seated in the 
front are R. V. Leach, Ernest Meier and E. 
C. Stumme. Not all persons in this picture 
were known. Those named were, begin-
ning at the left, back row: Stan Gehrke, 
Leo Wittenburg, Herman Oltrogge, Arnold 
Spier, Bert Degelau, Milton Stumme, Bob 
Leistikow, Arlin Pepmueller, ???? Kuhl-
mann, ???? Poock, ???? Zahn, Clarence 
Pries, Arlin Matthias, Wallace Warneke; 
third row: Leo Staack, Art Degelau, Lu-
cinda Wittenburg, Velma Diekmann, Mel-

ba Herman, Mildred Pries, Yvonne Warn-
ke, ???? Leistikow, Elmer Otto, Les Mat-
thias, Ralph Hinrichs, Arnold Meyerhoff; 
second row: Rusty Schumacher, Werner 
Poock, ???? Kuhlmann, Emil Leistikow, 
John Meier, Edna Poock, Miss Leistikow, 
Esther Hinrichs, Elda Matthias, Esther 
Schumacher. 

Please help fill in the blanks. If you have 
knowledge, contact Phyllis or Ron Leis-
tikow.

E. C. Stumme 1888 - 1934
Readlyn – The community was 

shocked Sunday morning to hear of 
the death of E. C. Stumme, 46, which 
occurred at Colonial Hospital in Roch-
ester, Minnesota at 1 o’clock. He had 
gone to Rochester for treatment several 
weeks ago but few realized how seri-
ously ill he was. The cause of his death 
was hardening of the arteries and com-
plications.

Funeral services were held at 1:30 at 
St Paul's Lutheran Church, with Rev. 
Theo. Frese conducting the service.  
Burial was made in St Paul’s Cemetery.

A native of Maxfield Township, Mr. 
Stumme was born Oct. 27, 1888. He re-
ceived his education at the public and 
parochial schools in Readlyn, and at 
Wartburg College in Waverly.

He spent all of his life in this com-
munity, and for the last 26 years he has 
been cashier of the Readlyn Savings 
Bank.

He was united in marriage with Miss 
Anna Paul June 6, 1911. Surviving are 
his widow, six sons, Harold of Water-
loo, Burton, Milton, Paul, Vernon, and 
Emil, Jr.: five brothers, Henry and Ar-
thur, Readlyn, John of Denver, Herman 
of Waverly, and Arnold at Clermont, 
Iowa; three sisters, Mrs. Fred Kelling of 
Malmon, Minn., Mrs. Henry Lobeck of 
Readlyn and Mrs. Ernest Platte of Den-

ver. Also surviving are his mother, Mrs. 
Chris Stumme, and his grandmother, 
Mrs E. Matthias, age 96 years.

At an early age Mr. Stumme was 
baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran 
faith.  He was a faithful member of St. 
Paul’s since coming to Readlyn,  attend-
ing services regularly with his family.

As a leader in making Readlyn a bet-
ter community, Mr. Stumme will be 
missed by a great number of friends. As 
a devoted husband and father he will be 
greatly missed in the family circle.

In his work as director of the junior 
and senior bands of this city he demon-
strated  his interest in the affairs of the 
community and will be missed in this 
endeavor. – Waverly Democrat, Decem-
ber 1934

Death Takes 
Mrs. Stumme

READLYN  Mrs Emil C Stumme, 52, 
died at Allen Memorial Hospital Thurs-
day afternoon at 1:45PM after having 
been a medical patient there since last 
Sunday. She had been in failing health 
for years.

The body is at the Cleveland Funeral 
Home in Waverly and although funeral 
plans had not been completed Thursday, 
it is probable the services will be Sunday 
from the home and St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church, Readlyn.

Mrs Stumme, widow of the Readlyn 
banker who died seven years ago, is sur-
vived by six sons; Harold and Milton of 
Waterloo; Burton, Paul, Vernon and Ju-
nior, all at home. There are also two sis-
ters, Mrs. W. F. Herman of Klinger and 
Mrs George Anderson of near Waterloo 
and her aged father, George F. Paul, also 
of near Waterloo.

Waverly Democrat, April 31, 1941

Election at 
Readlyn

There was an election of town officials 
at Readlyn on Monday, when only a light 
vote was polled on account of there being 
no contests for the several offices.

George Vanderwalker was re-elected 
mayor; he is a good man for the place, 
and no one was named against him.

William Meyerhoff was elected trea-
surer, and Emil Stumme assessor.

The council is composed of Chris 
Warneke, Carl Hagenow, Chris Miller, 
Dem Mersch and H.A. Griese, and all are 
good men for the places. Fred Diekman 
and Fred Booth retired from the coun-
cil, much to the regret of the citizens of 
Readlyn, as they had proven themselves 
valuable members of that body.

Circa 1910

Vernon & Emil 
Stumme Jr.

Many of you will remember Vernon and 
Emil Stumme Jr., the two youngest sons 
of Emil and Anna Stumme Sr. Their moth-
er, Anna Paul Stumme, died October 30, 
1944. Vernon was 7 at the death of his fa-
ther’s death and 15 at his mother's death. 
Emil Jr. was 4 when his father died and 12 
at his mother’s death.

Burton Stumme, who worked most of 
his life in the Readlyn Savings Bank, mar-
ried Gertrude Moeller, and they provided 
for Vernon and Emil, living in the Stumme 
home.

Vernon Stumme and I were best friends 
from third grade through high school. I 
spent many hours in the Stumme home 
and in their two-story barn. Tears came to 
my eyes as I read the following poem, an 
addenda to E. C. Stumme Sr.’s obituary.

It is so dark within our dwelling, 
lonely are our hearts today, 
For the one we loved so dearly 
has forever passed away.
We have lost our darling Daddy.  
He has bid us all adieu.
He has gone to live in Heaven, 
and his form is lost from view.
Oh, Dear Husband, how we loved him, 
and how hard to give him up! 
But an angel came down on him, 
and took him from our midst.

Note: It is now more difficult to report 
on the history of Readlyn and Denver.  
My following sources are gone: Wilbert 
Huebner, Marge Degelau, Art Kurtt, Vince 
Maurer, Genevieve Maurer Schrage and 
Shorty Diercks.

Farmers Cooperative Company
Readlyn: 319-279-3396

Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F

SHOP
LOCAL!

Stop in 
today!

We carry food for: 
Rabbits, Cats, Dogs, Chickens, Sheep, Horses & More

Softener Salt: 
Delivery in town to those needing assistance

Cedar & Pine Chips
Bird Seed • Grass Seed • Lawn Fertilizer

Bagged Shell Corn
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Services:
Custom Welding

Power Equipment
Hydraulic Hoses

412 7th Street, Janesville
(319) 987-2801• Cell: (319) 230-7770

email: shop@stokeswelding.comwww.stokeswelding.com

David R. Wheeler
8234 E. Marquis Rd., Fairbank, IA 

(319) 230-1029

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

Jeffrey F. Arians, CPA
Quality Accounting Services 

1002 Broadway Street | Waterloo, IA 50703
319-234-2813 | www.qasiowa.com

Trusted Accounting 
Services

for Individuals & Businesses
• We electronically file all eligible returns
• We are accepting new individual and business tax clients
• Individual return preparation starting at $175 

Hours: 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM, 
Monday – Friday

Email: info@qasiowa.com

Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor
Cell: (319) 269-5089

wendymohlis@gmail.com
300 S. State Street, Denver, IA

 
Born and raised in 

Bremer county!

Ready to find your new home?
 

 

It’s that time of year — 

16th Annual 
Snow Golf

9 hole-3 person best shot
Saturday, Jan. 21, 2023

Register at Frederika 
Community Building

10-10:50 AM
Shotgun start at 11 AM

$10 per person entry fee
Free-will donation for sau-

sage gravy & biscuits!
108 golfers maximum

Golf Course located on the 
Wapsie River/Indian Pond

Supply your own clubs & bright 
colored tennis balls. Proceeds 
will go  to the POOR FARM 

FOUNDATION
PRIZE MONEY!!

After golf, return to Frederika 
Community Building for soup, 
snacks and prizes! Questions, 

call Ann: 319-415-3665; 
Larry 319-230-7753; or 

Heather at 563-380-2333
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Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

We offer:
Weed Control
Fertilization 

Lawn Mowing
Core Aeration

Grub Preventer
Spring & Fall Cleanups

... and much more!
Knowledgeable and helpful - locally owned and operated

102 N. 4th St.
Fairbank, Iowa
319-635-2139

Open 7:30 AM-8 PM
7 Days a Week

fairbankfoodcenter.com - DELI - CATERING - LIQUOR -

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

www.bankfidelity.bank  |  800.403.8333

Adam
Schaufenbuel
Vice President, Waverly

Megan
Niewoehner

Loan O�cer, Oelwein

#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*
Top 50 Ag Lender in the Nation*

* Source: Top 100 Farm Lenders Ranked by Dollar Volume, FDIC, Data as of 4Q 2021.

News from Community Lutheran School
On November 21, 2022, three Alaskan Native Americans 
from tiny White Mountain AK (north of Nome) came to 
visit students at Klinger. They showed students  how they 
hunt, fish, and live in northern Alaska.  The students were 
able to touch seal, bear, and musk ox pelts; students also 
tasted whale, seal, and dried fish.  Fun was had by all! 

Tripoli Tax Service
“We’ve Got Your Back”

Daniel Woods
Taxes,  Accounting, Notary Services

102 N. Main
Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-3595
dan@tripolitaxservice.com
www.tripolitaxservice.com
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Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

1004 E. Bremer Ave.
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

2022 Readlyn Cookie Walk
This year’s Cookie Walk at the Readlyn Library was a great success. We had a won-

derful array of delectable treats to offer, thanks to the very generous folks who donated, 
and it was quite a turnout! Lots of socializing, sampling and selecting delicious hand-
made treats to take home.  We sure have some talented bakers in Readlyn!

We are so grateful to everyone who came out to support us for this event.  We raised 
$730.00, quite a big number for this event! It was so much fun that we’re considering 
hosting another event in the spring. Stay tuned for details; we intend to mix it up a little! 

Thank you to everyone who made this possible. Your support enables us to serve our 
community in new, tried and true, and the most meaningful of ways.

Tripoli-Readlyn Sanitation Agency 
will observe the following holidays in 2023. There will be NO 

GARBAGE PICKUP on the following days:

New Year’s Day....................................Monday, January 2, 2023
Memorial Day...........................................Monday, May 29, 2023
Independence Day.................................... Tuesday, July 4, 2023
Labor Day........................................ Monday, September 4, 2023
Thanksgiving Day.........................Thursday, November 23, 2023
Day after Thanksgiving.....................Friday, November 24, 2023
Christmas ...................................... Monday, December 25, 2023
New Year’s Day 2024...........................Monday, January 1, 2024

If garbage is not picked up due to a holiday, the next garbage 
pickup day, each household is allowed to put out 1 (one) extra 
bag without a tag.  This bag may not be larger than 32 gallon 

and must not weigh over 50 pounds.

Please remember that all lids must be snapped down and 
attached or garbage will not be picked up.

CLIP AND SAVE!
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We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com
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Community Happenings

Obituaries

Being prepared with the right
insurance for your
farm and crop matters.

Call us to talk to one of our experienced
AgriBusiness Advisors today at 319.483.4854 or
visit our website at acceladvantage.com.

What’s Cooking?
A recipe to share can be sent to 

billhorn@rtc279.com

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.

     R.L.’s #20 Grump Chili
                         Ron Leistikow

2-3 lbs. ground beef
1-2 onions, chopped
1 stalk celery,  chopped
6-8 cans of beans
2 qts. tomatoes (Judy’s homemade is best)
1-2 qts. salsa  (our homemade is best)
1 T. chili powder
1-2 tsp. salt
1 tsp. sugar
1 tsp. black pepper

Put ground beef in fry pan with onion and celery; 
brown thoroughly. Dump into a stock pot. Add beans. 
Add tomatoes and salsa.  Lastly add (to taste) chili 
powder, salt, sugar, and black pepper. Stir and simmer.

Note: You won’t be grumpy when you eat this 
stuff! You can mix and match the beans or  
substitute black or kidney beans. My favorite is  
3 cans of pork & beans and 3 cans of hot chili beans.

 

Leon Heineman,
 Leon Heineman, 83, of Fairbank, Iowa 

passed away on Saturday, November 26, 
2022 at the Cedar Valley Hospice Home 
in Waterloo. 

Leon Robert Heineman was born on 
May 17, 1939, the son of Harold and Ruth 
(Tegtmeier) Heineman in Waverly, Iowa. 
He was baptized on June 11, 1939, at St. 
Peter Lutheran Church in Oran and con-
firmed on March 29, 1953 at Zion Luther-
an Church in Readlyn. Leon graduated 
from Readlyn High School in 1959. He 
entered the US Army serving until his dis-
charge on May 31, 1964. Following his 
discharge, he returned home and started 
tiling with his father. Leon also worked as 
a carpenter, employed at John Deere and 
mainly farmed. He was a member of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church in Readlyn. He 
enjoyed restoring cars, trucks and tractors, 
reading books, traveling, however, his 
great enjoyment was spending time with 
his family. 

Survivors are his wife, Mary Heine-
man of Fairbank; children, Mike (Jane) 
Heineman of Readlyn, Beth (Mark) Potte-
baum of West Des Moines, Joel (Melissa) 
Heineman of Mesa, Arizonia, and Sara 
Heineman of Des Moines; 10 grandchil-
dren; 15 great-grandchildren and sister, 
Marjarie Brunscheon of Waverly. He was 
preceded in death by his parents; daughter, 
Tami Ott; infant daughter and two sisters, 
Imogene Kuhlmann and Corella Kuhl-
mann 

Funeral services were held on Friday, 
December 2, 2022 at 10:30 am at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church in Readlyn with 
Pastor Phil Girardin officiating. Burial fol-

lowed in the church cemetery. Visitation 
was on Thursday from 4:00 pm until 7:00 
pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Read-
lyn and also an hour prior to the service 
on Friday. Memorials may be directed to 
Heineman family for a later designation 
in Leon’s name and online condolences 
for Leon can be left at www.kaisercorson.
com. 

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home of Read-
lyn assisted the Heineman family with ar-
rangements. 

Dean Ross Knight
Dean Ross Knight, 75, of Readlyn, 

Iowa, died Thursday, November 15, 2022, 
at the Tripoli Nursing Home in Tripoli, 
Iowa.

Dean was born August 18, 1947, in Wa-
terloo, Iowa, the son of Burman and Donna 
(Doty) Knight. He attended Waverly-Shell 
Rock High School for three years and 
then graduated from Wapsie Valley High 
School. He attended Wartburg College in 
Waverly on a wrestling scholarship, grad-
uating in 1969. He then taught math and 
coached wrestling at Stanwood until mov-
ing to Waverly in 1973. It was then that he 
began his career at Terex Cranes in Wa-
verly where he assumed many roles over 
the years. On July 7, 2007, he was united 
in marriage to Mary in Independence, the 
couple would renew their vows in 2017 at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Waverly. 
Dean retired from Terex in 2010.

Dean was an avid outdoorsman; he 
loved to hunt duck, geese, deer and elk. He 
also loved to fish and camp. Dean was very 
active with the Boy Scouts; he earned his 
Eagle Scout and was a Scout Master for 
many years for Troop 69 in Waverly. He 
was a mainstay at the Isaac Walton League 
in Waverly and throughout the area. Dean 
and Mary were camp hosts at Cedar Bend 
Campground in Waverly for ten years. He 
could often be found working on carpentry 
projects for friends and family.

Dean is survived by his wife, Mary, of 
Clarksville; one son, Ross Knight of Wa-
verly; one daughter, Rochelle Wallace of 
Altoona; six grandchildren, one brother, 
two sisters and two very special friends, 
Rock and Ron Hardee. He is preceded in 
death by his parents.

Memorial services will be held at 2:00 
p.m. on Saturday, January 14, 2023, at Re-
deemer Lutheran Church in Waverly with 
Pastor Corey Smith officiating. Burial in 
Grove Hill Cemetery will be held in July. 
Memorial contributions may be directed 
to the family and on-line condolences may 
be left at www.kaisercorson.com.

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in Waver-
ly is in charge of arrangements. 319-352-
1187
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Immanual Lutheran Church Sanctuary - Christmas 1948 Immanual Lutheran Church Sanctuary - Christmas 2022

Immanuel Lutheran (Klinger) Christmas Traditions
Immanuel Lutheran’s congregation has al-

ways enjoyed the season of Advent and cele-
brating the birth of Jesus.  From young to old, 
all have roles in celebrating this joyous season.

In preparation for Christmas, the sanctuary 
is decorated with Christmas trees, evergreen 
roping on the walls and balcony with poin-
settias adorning the altar, window sills and on 
tables near the organ and around the pulpit. 
The sanctuary had four live Christmas trees 
in 1948 (see photo.)  Often, special music is 
shared through the adult choir and bell choir 
performances during church service through-
out December.

Until the last fifteen or so years, the teach-
ers and staff at Community Lutheran School 
(CLS) also created and produced the Christ-
mas Eve service with all CLS students invit-
ed to participate in the program.  Since then, 
Immanuel’s Sunday School teachers have led 
the children’s program. It is a wonderful ser-
vice with Immanuel’s children, ages preschool 
through 8th grade, sharing their musical talents 
and their faith in a themed program appropri-
ate for the season.  For many years, Audrey 
Schmidt, a retired teacher, wrote the programs, 
selected songs and designed the recitation 
pieces to fit each child’s talent and ability.  The 
entire program is memorized and rehearsed to 
bring an enthusiastic message of Jesus’ birth.  
Another tradition during this service is singing 
the hymn “Silent Night” with all lights extin-
guished except for the ones on the Christmas 
tree and with each individual holding a lighted 
candle. 

The Christmas Eve service is now in addi-
tion to the CLS Christmas program typically 
held on the last Wednesday before break. The 
CLS children also memorize their pieces and 
songs.  They share the message of our Mes-
siah’s birth to congregation members from 
both Immanuel and St. Paul’s as well as all 
community members in attendance. Children 
participating in both the CLS and Immanuel 
programs have a lot to memorize!  

Today’s traditions are similar to ones in the 
past.  Eugene Matthias, a lifetime member of 
Immanuel remembers that music was empha-
sized at the Christian Day School, now CLS.  
“Mr. Will, a teacher in the 5-8 grade room be-
tween 1944-1947, emphasized choral music.  
So the Christmas Eve service had excellent 
singing by the students, along with recitations.  
Chairs were added up and down the aisles in 
the sanctuary to accommodate those in atten-
dance.”   Immanuel still enjoys hosting visi-
tors during its Christmas Eve service. And, of 
course, offering each child in attendance the 
traditional Christmas sacks containing peanuts 
in the shell, peanut clusters, orange and apple 
compiled by the CLS School Board with the 
contents purchased at the Klinger Store from 
Arlin & Pat Poock. Arlin & Pat maintain the 
‘recipe’ for the Christmas sacks. 

Our Christmas Eve service was scheduled 
for Saturday, December 24 at 7 p.m. to cele-
brate the real reason for the season, Jesus our 
Savior!

Last article’s trivia question:  What year 

did the Immanuel congregation extend the 
church and put a full basement under it?  An-
swer: In 1947. 

Trivia Question:  Why do church pews 
have metal hooks on the back?

Immanuel Lutheran - Klinger is planning 

its 150th Anniversary celebration on August 
6, 2023.  Theme: “O God, Our help in ages 
past, our hope for years to come.”
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Kristi Demuth, Agent
Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
Waverly, IA 50677
(319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company S.I. and its Operating Companies, 
American Family Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison Wisconsin 53783
©2019 016630 – 04/19 – 15669400

PROTECTION FOR
YOUR FARM.
AND YOUR 
FARM'S FUTURE.

You’ve got big plans for the future and at American Family Insurance,
we understand what it takes to make your dream a reality.

Let’s talk about the protection your dream deserves.

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

PO Box B, 103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301

or 1-800-428-5808

Three levels of care that are:
 –all on the same campus, under the same roof
 –adjacent to Community Memorial Hospital (UnityPoint Health)

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC
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ReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlyn
OutdoorsOutdoorsOutdoors

By: Eric Johnston

“Bring on the ice!”
ejohnston@mossyoakprostaff.com 

The wind whisked light snow across 
the ice as I carefully bounced my jig just 
above the bright red mark on my sonar 
flasher. With one more light flick of the 
wrist, the red mark raced to the mark of 
my jig on the screen and my line went 
slack. A hookset and the battle was on! 

The light 2lb. test line stretched and 
strained against the small iced up rod and 
words of my grandfather went through my 
head, “Don’t horse him, take your time!” 
The drag started screaming and doing its 
job and, after a long battle, I was rewarded 
with a beautiful crappie. 

As fall turns into winter, a lot of folks 
dread the winter season. I, on the oth-
er hand, get excited — with all the cold 
and snow the lakes freeze and ice fishing 
season begins!!!! Yes, some think we are 
crazy to sit on a bucket on a frozen lake. 
But ice fishing can be very productive and 
a lot of fun!!! 

Over the years, my ice fishing addiction 
has grown as I’ve added nicer equipment 
with flashers, tents and Skandia Tungsten 
jigs. But it really doesn’t take a lot to get 
started ice fishing and we have some great 
opportunities for fishing right here in our 
area. This month, I’ll take you through 
getting started in a sport I’ve become so 
addicted to.

As with any sport, it’s best to get started 
by talking with sportsmen that are already 
skilled in the sport. Friends, co-workers 
or family that can get you started in the 
right direction. Also, the Internet becomes 
a useful tool in getting started. There are 
literally thousands of YouTube videos on 
ice fishing. 

Another great place to start is our local 
outdoor stores such as Hank’s Live Bait 
and Tackle, located on 15th Street in Wa-
terloo. Paying them a visit can get you an 
endless supply of knowledge on the sport 
and up-to-the-minute fishing reports. You 
also may meet other fishermen at these 
stores that would love to show you the 
ropes.

Once you decide you want to try ice 
fishing, you will need the basics to get 

started. A rod is a great first purchase -- 
the choices are endless on rods. You can 
spend as little as $10 to a couple hundred 
dollars. Just starting out, I would suggest 
a nice modestly priced spinning rod such 
as a K&E Tackle Whippr rod or even a 
Schooley brand rod with the plastic reel. 

Next on the list would be a decent ice 
auger. Again, there are a lot of choices out 
there. Starting out, I would go with a hand 
auger that can be purchased for $30-$50 
brand new. 

Also, you will need a five gallon buck-
et. Not only can you carry your gear with 
you, but it makes a nice seat too! 

Watch marketplace or other classifieds 
for deals on used equipment -- a lot of 
times you can get a bundled deal on ev-
erything you need. 

Next come the jigs. A lot of this will de-
pend on what type of fish you will target. 
I’m mostly a panfisherman  in the winter, 
targeting bluegills and crappies. I prefer 
Skandia Tungsten jigs, moon jigs, and 
Arnold jigs. These are all great jigs that 
won’t break the bank. I’ve really started 
using the Tungsten over the last five years 
or so. The Tungsten is heavier than lead 
and shows up on sonar better. The denser 
material gives you more weight in a small 
jig to get back in the strike zone quicker 
and is more sensitive to feel those sluggish 
bites. 

You may also want to add an ice tent to 
your arsenal depending on your cold toler-
ance. Again, there are lots of options when 
it comes to them and I suggest talking to 
your local outdoor store and seeing a lot 
of tents and choosing what best suits your 
needs and budget.

The biggest thing with ice fishing, and 
I can’t stress this enough, is SAFETY!! 
Ice can be a tricky animal that is always 
changing with temperature fluctuations. 
Some of your most important gear to own 
is your safety gear. 

I suggest, especially early and late in 
the season, carrying a Spud bar with you. 
You can use the Spud bar to check the ice 
ahead of you. I usually do not venture onto 
the ice each year until there’s a good four 
inches of solid clear ice on the ponds. 

It’s important to have a fifty foot throw 
rope and some ice spikes you can wear 
around your neck, should the unthinkable 
happen. I suggest never fishing alone and 
it doesn’t hurt to wear a life jacket or pur-
chase a striker ice suit that floats should 
the ice break.

There are a lot of ice fishing opportuni-
ties right here in our area. Lakes like Big 
Woods, Volga, and Beeds, have  healthy 
fish populations and are great places to 
start. Look for areas that the water falls 
off of flats into deeper water. Those drop 
offs are great fish holders, and, in lakes 
like Big Woods and Volga, they’ve added 
lots of structure for the fish, such as brush 
piles and pallet structures. The structure 
was placed to attract fish. Find some of 

these areas and you will be on the fish. 
Lake maps with GPS coordinates of these 
structures can be found at the Iowa DNR 
website. 

Also always be on the lookout for small 
out of the way ponds and backwaters 
along the Cedar and Wapsi River. Some-
times, those small waters can yield big 
results! And, if you’re lucky enough to 
access a farm pond, you can get into some 
phenomenal fishing!

As the weatherman starts to show those 
freezing temps heading our way, it’s time 
to get that ice gear ready and enjoy a sport 
that gets you through those long winter 
months! Be SAFE and, until next time, 
Get Outdoors!

Create something that 
your future self will 
thank you for. 
Like prioritizing your 
financial goals. Putting 
together a financial plan 
and investment strategy 
today can help you achieve 
your dreams tomorrow. 
Let’s get started.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & 
Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des 
Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (8-21)

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

319-415-5989
davidmatthias.fbfsagents.com

Looking for people who are young at heart and wanting to let someone 
else deal with the day-to-day? Bring your home to our home.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa
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Send news of your hometown to:
readlynchronicle@gmail.com

Lori Beierschmitt
Broker/Owner

Cell: 319-238-1700

ADVANCED, REALTORS®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Bonnie Schulz Bender
Broker/Assoc.

319-269-9591
REALTOR.COM       REALTOR.COM       REALTOR.COM 

1952 Sprawling Ranch – 2,668 sq ft on 
Main +  2,668 fin bsmnt, 2-3 Large Bedrms, 
2.5 baths  on main, ¾ + ½ in bsmnt, wet 
bar, Several family rooms, formal LivRm & 
DinRm , Eat in Kitchen, Dining Rm, & Den/
Home Office. Newer Shingles, Updated 
Furnace & Breaker Box. Heated/AC at-
tached 2 Car Garage w/Bonus room Above. 
Very Well Landscaped Corner Lot. Original 
Mid-Century Appeal, 2 f/p, so many built-
ins, Master Bath, 2 staircases. 
Perfect Family Home or Entertaining!

$290,000 !!!

617 1st St. SE, Oelwein

$135,000

260 East St., Maynard
3 bedroom, 1 bath, 1 car att. garage + 1 car det. gar., edge of town!

 1,144 sq. ft. on main andfull basement! 
“Stick Built” in 1974. Very well maintained.

514 1st St. SW, Oelwein
Gorgeous 2 story, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, large rooms,

 2 car gar., yard.

$180,000

RESIDENTIAL 
BUILDING LOTS
105-107 12th Ave. NW

Oelwein
• 3 Lots - $25,000

402 1st Ave. NE, Oelwein

Tri-Plex
2 bedrooms, 1 bath on main, 
(2) 1 bedroom apartments up. 

Great Income 
Potential!

Happy
New Year!

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell  319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

131 Tower Street, Denver • 319-984-6191

We are accepting new patients! 
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule your appointment in Denver today!

“OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS”

Denver Family Dental

Robert R. Pipho, D.D.S.
Brendon T. Boerm, D.D.S.

160 East Main Street • Denver, Iowa • 50622 • (319) 984-6191

We are now open and accepting new patients!
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule

Your appointment in Denver today!

RRobertrtrt R. Pipho, D.D.S.
Breeeendon TT.T Boerm, D.D.S.

“Our Family Caring For Yours”

A move to Willow Winds is more 
than a change of address. It’s a 
Community that ensures peace 
of mind. 

Amenities included for all tenants:
~Three home cooked meals a day                   
~Medication reminders
~Housekeeping and Laundry                             
~Emergency call pendants
~Activities                                                             
~Resident Assistant on site 24/7
~Cable & Utilities                                                 
~Nurse on call 24/7
~Wi-Fi access

www.WillowWindsDenver.com

121 Bremer Avenue
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5867

Come home to
Willow Winds

Assisted Living
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Ag Resources
Bayer Crop Science 

David R. Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Farmers Co-op 
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Heritage Ag Research Inc.
 2570 Tailor Ave., Fairbank, IA

Jon Jaschen

Liddle-Ebert Ltd. - Randy & Dee Liddle
Farm Drainage - 1196 Hilton Ave., 

Plainfield, IA 50666 - (319) 596-5280

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Advanced Realtors®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Kurt R. Leistikow 
Jennifer Jaschen - Attorneys at Law

4817 University Ave. STE. D
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

(319) 553-3400 • kurt@llollc.net

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Fischels Commercial & Residential
(319) 415-7349

Joe Leehey, Residential Broker
 joe@fischelsgroup.com

3510 Kimball Ave., Waterloo, IA 50702
Tel: (319) 234-5000 Cell: (319) 415-7349

www.fischelsgroup.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

hartmanlouie@gmail.com
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

Office 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

K.C. Auto Body, L.T.D.
1701 East Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0881 • kcautobody@aol.com

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319.352.3917

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Denver Family Dental
131 Tower St., Denver

319-984-6191

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

Fidelity Bank & Trust
Adam Schaufenbuel  Waverly 

319-483-1001
Megan Niewoehner   Oelwein 

319-283-2524

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340

www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Security State Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Willow Winds Assisted Living
121Bremer Ave., Denver • (319) 984-5867

Food and
Restaurants
Grumpy’s Bar & Event Center

Main Street, Readlyn, IA

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield 

(319) 275-4528

Fairbank Food Center
www.FairbankFoodCenter.com

Jennifer & Shawn Davis
102 4th St. N., Fairbank 

(319) 635-2139

Sunrise Catering
201 Main St.  (319) 279-4089

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
Office: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
408 W. Bremer Ave. Suite A, Waverly

(319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery
Landscape Creations

Tripoli, Iowa (319) 882-4486

Tiedt Nursery
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave. 
(319) 279-3363

Nick’s Repair - 211 Malone Ave., 
Readlyn, IA - (319) 279-3517 or 

(319) 269-5604 
Service & repair of small engines & outdoor 

power equipment

Reiter Repair LLC
3501 E. Cedar Wapsie Rd., Waterloo
319-279-3876 • Cell 319-231-2452

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. 
 (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses
CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC

Owner:  Darrin Siefken 
107 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-9129

Davis Lawn Service LLC
Shawn and Jennifer Davis
104 Industrial Dr., Fairbank

319-239-5011

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft

Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219

Kwik Star
County Road 49, 410 E. 6th St., Readlyn

319-279-3319

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA 

(319) 635-2311 (888) 282-9992 
www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

Touch of Sunshine 
Therapeutic Massage

Hollie Morey, LMT
(319) 961-2927

144 S. Main St., Tripoli

Become a 
Readlyn Chronicle 

sponsor! 
Call RON LEISTIKOW 

at (319) 279-3548

CHRONICLE 
 Sponsorship
DIRECTORY
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Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Wapsie Valley School Board Meeting - November 21, 2022

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Philip Giradin

Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s  
Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Sunday services 10:00 AM

Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Philip Giradin

Divine Service 8:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Study, Sun., 7 p.m.

Mary-Martha Circle 
1st Wednesday 7 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Sunday Services 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:05 - 9:45 a.m.
Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday

Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab is a non-profit  
28 licensed bed long-term care setting certified 
by Medicare and Medicaid.  We are committed 

to providing excellent care and support to 
residents, families, the community and our 

employees.  We provide skilled nursing, 
rehabilitative therapy services, continuous 

nursing care, social services and activity 
programs designed to meet various types  

of individual needs.  
Independently Owned & Operated

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd Street SW, Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-4269
trnuhome@butler-bremer.com

Pledge of Allegiance
Wapsie Valley CSD Annual, Organizational 

& Regular School Board Mtg
November 21, 2022

1. President Sauerbrei called the Final Meet-
ing of the Board to order at 6:31 PM

A. Directors: Sauerbrei, Auel, Wolfe, Aiello, 
and Van Daele. Declare a quorum.

B. Administration: Supt. Hoover, TJ Murphy, 
Jayme Hurley, Alyson Forsyth & Board Sec. 
Arndt

C. Others: Vaughn Gross, Nick Tobey, Haley 
Tiedt, Aliya Brandt, Ashlyn Hyde, Ian Buzynski, 
Tanner

Curley, Drew Sauerbrei, Amy Baker, and vir-
tual participants.

2. Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Auel to 
amend the agenda to add Spotlight in Educa-
tion after Public Forum in the Annual Meeting, 
and change number 10 on the Regular board 
meeting agenda to Consider approval of Home-
less Liaison-Brett Bergman, Equity Coordina-
tor-Supt.-Chris Hoover, Migrant Liaison & Fos-
ter Care Contact - Katelyn Nitz as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0

3. Public comment - Vaughn Gross gave 
updates on FCCLA lollipop sales, Junior class 
prom, and post-prom communications. Robot-
ics had a tournament last week that included 17 
teams as compared to 7 last year. It went well.

4. Spotlight in Education - The CAPS stu-
dents talked about the “aha” moments they 
have had since enrolling in the CAPS class. 
They said you may not choose the path you 
thought after exploring so many career paths. 
Encourage students to take this class

5. Baseball/Softball lights - Discussed cost 
and the possibility of it being increased. Brent 
thought there is about $30,000 in community 
donations

6. Moved by Van Daele, Seconded by Aiel-
lo to table the FY22 reconciliation financial re-
port as presented. Arndt inadvertently provided 
FY21 report. Motion carried 5-0

7. Moved by Wolfe, Seconded by Auel to 
approve the minutes of October 17, 2022, as 
presented. Motion carried 5-0

8. Unfinished business - Arndt discussed 
leasing options for 3 buses. More information 
to come

9. Moved by Van Daele, Seconded by Auel 
to adjourn the Annual Meeting at 7:19 PM Mo-
tion carried 5-0

1. Supt. Hoover called the Organizational 
meeting to order at 7:19 PM.

2. Moved by Van Daele, Seconded by Sau-
erbrei to accept the agenda as presented. Mo-

tion carried 5-0
3. Arndt took nominations for President. 

Aiello nominated Wolfe. Nominations ceased. 
Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Sauerbrei to 
name Wolfe as board president with a roll call 
vote ALL AYES, Motion carried 5-0. Arndt took 
nominations for Vice President. Wolfe nominat-
ed Sauerbrei. Nominations ceased. Moved by 
Wolfe, Seconded by Auel to name Sauerbrei as 
Vice President with a roll call vote ALL AYES, 
Motion carried 5-0. Arndt administered the Oath 
of Office to Jeannie Wolfe (President) and Brent 
Sauerbrei (Vice President). President Wolfe led 
the meeting from this point on

4. Auel nominated Arndt with a second from 
Aiello to appoint Kim Arndt as Board Secretary 
& Treasurer for the 22-23 school year as pre-
sented. Motion carried 5-0

5. Strike Delegate assembly appointment 
due to lack of interest

6. Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Auel to 
approve Waterloo Courier as our official publi-
cation carrier for the 22-23 school year as pre-
sented. Minutes will also be sent to the Readlyn 
Chronicle and Fairbank Islander for publication. 
Motion carried 5-0

7. Moved by Van Daele, Seconded by Sau-
erbrei to approve Ahlers & Cooney, P.C. as the 
legal counsel for the 22-23 school year as pre-
sented. Motion carried 5-0

8. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello 
to approve our financial depositories as North-
east Security Bank ($5,000,000 limit) and Read-
lyn Savings Bank ($2,000,000 limit) as present-
ed. Motion carried 5-0

9. Moved by Auel Seconded by Sauerbrei to 
approve Level I Investigator – Guidance Coun-
selor or Lead Teacher, Level II Investigator – 
Building Principal opposite the incident & Level 
III Investigator – Bremer County Sheriff’s Office, 
Fairbank Police Department, or Readlyn Police 
Department as presented. Motion carried 5-0.

10. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel 
to approve Homeless Liaison-Brett Bergman, 
Equity Coordinator- Supt. Hoover, Migrant Li-
aison & Foster Care Contact - Katelyn Nitz as 
presented. Motion carried 5-0

11. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello 
to adjourn the Annual Organizational Meeting at 
7:29 PM. Motion carried 5-0

1. President Wolfe called the Regular Meet-
ing of the board to order at 7:29 PM

2. Moved by Van Daele, Seconded by Sau-
erbrei to approve the agenda as presented. Mo-
tion carried 5-0

3. Public Comment - None
4. Consent Items - Moved by Sauerbrei, 

Seconded by Auel to approve the consent items 
including the bills being reviewed by Angie 
Auel with OE FYI - Courtney Hesse’s 7th-grade 
daughter to Janesville. Motion carried 5-0

5. Board - Discussed the responsibility of 
ordering food in school lunchrooms. The Lead 
Cooks are responsible for ordering the food for 
their buildings.

Superintendent - Mr. Hoover: Report includ-
ed Admin. meetings, Veterans program, school 
finance videos, Fairbank road projects, and bid 
letting in January for baseball lights.

District: Report includes Leader In Me up-
dates, WVEF banquet, Professional Develop-
ment, & Veteran’s Day Program

Elementary Principal Hurley & Forsyth: Re-
port includes PLC’s, Report Cards, Early Child-
hood Observations/Field Experience, Leader In 
Me, WVEF fall dinner and auction, Professional 
Development, PTO donations, Veteran’s Day 
program, Student Leadership, & Rural Light-
house teams.

7-12 Principal Murphy: Report includes 
PLC’S, Future Ready, and Activity Updates.

6. Personnel - Resignations - Moved by Aiel-
lo, Seconded by Auel to approve the resignation 
of Assistant Baseball Coach- Brent Sauerbrei 
and Sierra DeLance - Para-Professional effec-
tive 11-25-2022 and thank them for their service 
to WV as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Contracts: Moved by Auel, Seconded by 
Sauerbrei to approve a contract to Daniel 
Search - Van Driver $25.18 per route & Shuttle - 
$14.81 per shuttle as presented. Motion carried 
5-0

Volunteers: Moved by Aiello, Seconded by 
Auel to approve the following volunteers for Ro-
botics-David Szurley, Layne Hilsenbeck, & Kyle 
Zimmerman pending background checks as 
presented. Motion carried 5-0

7. New Business-Moved by Auel, Seconded 
by Sauerbrei to approve the sharing agreement 
($500) for Girls Wrestling with Sumner-Fred-
ericksburg for the 22-23 season as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Van Daele to 
approve the SBRC request for Modified Supple-
mental Amount Open Enrollment Out not in Fall 
2021 ($108,405) as presented. Motion carried 
5-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to 
approve the SBRC request for Modified Sup-
plemental Amount for ELL Beyond 5 Years 
($3,118.08) as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Van Daele, Seconded by Aiello to 
approve the SBRC Special Education Admin-
istrative Costs ($2,341.08) associated with the 

River Hills Consortium Program for the 23-24 
school year as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to 
approve the SBRC Special Education Admin-
istrative Costs ($3,403.52) associated with the 
LIED Center Consortium Program for the 23-24 
school year as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Jerry Van Daele was appointed to the Black 
Hawk County Conference Board, Jeannie Wolfe 
to the Buchanan County Conference Board, Ai-
ello to the Bremer County Conference Board, 
and Angie Auel to the Fayette County Confer-
ence Board

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Sauerbrei to 
approve the student rate increase from $.75 to 
$1.00 per time for putting the stop sign in the in-
tersection at Readlyn elementary as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Van 
Daele to approve the contract agreement with 
Cornerstone Geospatial Consulting for redis-
tricting plans. Jodi Flory will provide information 
at the December 19, 2022 meeting so the public 
hearing date was not set as presented. Motion 
carried 4-1 Aiello-Nay

Moved by Van Daele, Seconded by Sauer-
brei to table a one-time donation from the gener-
al fund (-$214,599.60) to the lunch fund to cover 
prior year deficits as presented. Motion carried 
5-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to 
approve the change order ($14,018) for the 
ESSER III HVAC project as presented. Motion 
carried 5-0

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Aiello to ap-
prove adding the Friday after Thanksgiving as a 
paid holiday for 12 month employees and to add 
it to the Classified Staff Handbook as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel 
to go into closed session at 8:21 PM. Roll call 
vote - ALL AYES Board will go into a “Closed 
Session to evaluate a licensed employee" as 
provided by Iowa Code 21.5(1)I To evaluate the 
professional competency of an individual whose 
appointment, hiring, performance, or discharge 
is being considered when necessary to prevent 
needless and irreparable injury to that individ-
ual's reputation and that individual requests a 
closed session. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded 
by Auel to come out of closed session at 9:13

PM. Roll call vote - ALL AYES
8. Board Talking Points- None
9. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Van 

Daele to adjourn at 9:14 PM. Motion carried 5-0 
Respectfully, Kim Arndt


