
Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 8

10:00 AM
Readlyn City Park

Age Groups:
0 - 3
4 - 5
6 - 7
8 - 9

Sponsored by Readlyn 
Community Club

Please contact Brandy Wilcox, 
641-781-3136, if you are 
interested in donating 

Easter Egg Hunt prizes.
In case of bad weather, the 
Easter Egg Hunt will be held 
at the Readlyn Fire Station.
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Spring leaf burning allowed
The City of Readlyn will permit burn-

ing of leaves from April 1 to June 1, 
2023. The City does not allow burning 
of building materials or other household 
wastes.

Reminder: Burning is not allowed on 
paved streets or sidewalks.

Please be considerate of your neigh-
bors when burning and do not burn wet 
leaves.

Readlyn Chronicle celebrates its 15th year in 2023
The Readlyn Chronicle started 15 years ago 

with eight black and white pages. Over the years, 
it has grown to 16 color pages. It is truly a grass-
roots operation with volunteers contributing ar-
ticles, raising funds through advertisements and 
delivering copies to all advertisers each month.

The Chronicle is sent free to all residents with 
a Readlyn zip code as well as subscribers to the 
Denver Forum. Copies are available at all the 
businesses advertising in the Chronicle. Approx-
imately 1900 copies are published per month. Ad-
vertising rates had to be increased in 2023 after 
staying the same for 14 years.

The Chronicle is always in need of volunteers 

to submit articles and photos and deliver copies to 
advertisers each month. With inflation, financial 
contributions are always welcome.  Anyone donat-
ing will be recognized in the following issue of the 
Chronicle as a “Friend of the Chronicle” (For this 
month’s donors, see page 15). 

If you would like to volunteer or contribute, please 
contact Ron Leistikow at 2218 Reed Avenue, Read-
lyn, IA 50668. 

We appreciate the support of our advertisers over 
the years. The Chronicle could not exist without 
your help. Thank you for your support in the past 
and we trust you will continue to support us in the 
future.

Easter Egg Hunt 
for your DOG!

 

Join us at the 
Readlyn Ball Park

 April 8 at 9 am!
Dogs MUST be on a 

leash!
Sponsored by the 

Readlyn Veterinary 
Associates PC

Community Club elects new 
officers, discusses Grump Days

The Readlyn Community Club met on 
Feb. 28. Present: Tiffany McCumber, Ed 
and Michelle Harrington, Bonnie Wit-
tenburg. Louie and Ron Hartman, Larry 
Pavelec, Brandy and Duane Wilcox, Scott 
and Hailey Broten, Marlys and Roger De-
terding, Pat Wehr, and three guests from the 
Lions: Daryl Schrap, Bruce Piehl, and Ste-
phen Becker, who spoke to us about their 
club.

Once the meeting was called to order, 
Scott Broten made a motion that Michelle 
Harrington become president for two years; 
Ed Harrington seconded it; passed unani-
mously. 

Pat Wehr moved that Louie Hartman be-
come co-treasurer with Hailey Broten; Bon-
nie Wittenburg seconded it; passed unani-
mously. 

Hailey Broten moved that Pat Wehr be-
come secretary; Bonnie Wittenburg second-
ed it; passed unanimously.

Hailey Broten moved that since Sheila 
Boevers has failed to attend at least seven of 
the last 12 meetings that she be removed as 
director; Ed Harrington seconded it; passed 
unanimously.

Bonnie Wittenburg moved and Louie 
Hartman seconded that Brandy Wilcox be-
come a director; passed unanimously.

Ed Harrington moved and Ron Hartman 
seconded that Tiffany McCumber become a 
director; passed unanimously.

Michelle Harrington read the January 
meeting minutes. Moved by Hailey Broten 
and seconded by Ed Harrington to approve 
the minutes; passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s report was presented by Hai-
ley Broten. Pat Wehr moved and Marlys 
Deterding seconded the report be approved; 
passed unanimously. 

 Old Business: 
It was agreed that the Vintage Prom was 

enjoyed by those who attended.
Roger Deterding reported that pop can 

numbers are declining. 
The Readlyn Chronicle’s advertising is 

doing well.
New Business:

Annual meeting: $30 for membership in-
cludes the $15 meal. Theme tables will ex-
plain the RCC events.

Ron Hartman, Louie Hartman, Ed Har-
rington, and Ron Leistikow will meet with 
Mike Keeran to discuss the March dinner 
and Grump Days. 

Brandy Wilcox accepted heading the Eas-
ter Egg Hunt; Ron and Louie Hartyman will 
help her set up.  

Hailey Broten moved “Build Back Bet-
ter” for this year’s Grump Days’ theme. Tif-
fany McCumber seconded; after  discussion 
it passed unanimously.

Louie Hartman will contact Flashing 
Thunder for fireworks. 

Louie and Ron Hartman will get things 
rolling for Grump Days with a lot of help. 

Scott Broten asked permission to use the 
RCC Grump logo for clothing that Readlyn 
EMS and/or Fire Department plan to sell 
as a part of their fundraising efforts. After 
discussion, Bonnie Wittenburg moved that 
we grant them permission. Ron Hartman 
seconded; passed unanimously.

Volunteers of the Year – will be an-
nounced at the Annual Meeting March 24. 

The next meeting was scheduled for 
Tuesday, March 7, 5:30, at the Hartman’s 
to discuss the Annual  Meeting, Easter Egg 
Hunt, and Grump Days.

Scott Broten moved and Marlys Deter-
ding seconded we adjourn; passed unani-
mously. Respectfully submitted,

Pat Wehr, RCC secretary
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Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Sydney Matthias

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Larry Pavelec, 2022 Grump
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Create something that 
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Like prioritizing your 
financial goals. Putting 
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David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

319-415-5989
davidmatthias.fbfsagents.com

Vicki and I went to the vintage prom 
and I wore my new Grumpy hat. We had 
a good time, but it would’ve been nice to 
see a few more people there. The band 
played my requests well. The food was 
a masterpiece to look at, and everything 
that I had tasted great, but too much food 
to sample it all.  It was the prom we all 
would like to remember. Oh, what a dance 
and it set a terrific mood for a memorable 
night. Vicki kept the corsage I gave her in 
the refrigerator until we headed off on our 
trip to Texas. 

Texas fishing trip was with my son 
Brett and grandson Bennett. Striped Bass 
in Lake Texoma has the best documented 
natural spawn of salt water striped bass of 
any lake in the country with a self-sustain-
ing striper population since the 1970s.

 We went fishing in the afternoon with 
our hired captain Zach who was from 
Guaranteed Guide service.  The trip start-
ed out slow at first. On the first two spots 
Bennett was the only one to catch a fish. 
We had a few very light bites. However, 
electronics played a big role in locating 
active fish. He had a 100-foot side scan-
ning fish finder so we knew the fish were 
there; they just had to be hungry. I was not 
as quick as I should be to get a hook in 
a striper.  Zach said they were biting late 
so “I must have patience.” We would get 
more bites and catch some fish. I watched 
Bennett catch the first four fish. I was hav-
ing a little trouble concentrating on my 
bites since I was watching Bennett set the 
hook-on big stripers as he was reeling up 
his jig. We said it was the Bennett method 
of fishing. Zach took us to a third spot.  We 
went out in the deeper water and he was 
marking lots of fish. We were getting bites 
right and left, at 77 feet deep. We all start-
ed catching stripers and pulling them into 
the boat.  After an hour of fast action, we 
ended up catching our limit. We only kept 
26, but there were some very nice fish. We 
threw a few 3-pounders right back so they 
could grow up. I highly recommend the 
guide service and our guide Captain Zack, 
He was very patient and helpful with Ben-

nett, my seven-year-old grandson who 
caught the most fish. Brett caught the 
biggest at almost 9 pounds. Zack even let 
Bennett net a couple of fish. Bennett did a 
very good job. It pays to have patience, no 
matter what you are doing.

I made it to a Readlyn Community Club 
meeting for once. This was on a Tuesday 
night. The normal night had been on the 
first Wednesday of the month. That is 
my night to go to the County Conserva-
tion Board meeting. The next Community 
Club meeting was on a Tuesday, but we 
had our church council meeting at Zion. 
So, guess where I went.  I was at Zion with 
that family of volunteers. The volunteers 
at Community Club are such a good group 
of people. Everyone wants to share his tal-
ents and skills.  Please, everyone man up, 
join. It’s great. Come for the connections, 
events, resources, social interaction and 
make it a part of your life.

Update on my hands. I was able to make 
bread for the Lenten service meal at Zion 
Luthern Church. Nothing like fresh home-
made bread. Making homemade bread is 
like some of the work I was doing at phys-
ical therapy with silly putty and trying to 
get the strength back in my hands. I still 
have a lot of work to do, but I did gradu-
ate from physical therapy. As long as we 
try our best, hard things will get done, and 
everything works out.  

My priorities have not changed 
throughout the years. First it is about 
God, then myself, family, church, and 
community. Sometimes I get them 
switched around for a little bit, but I’ve 
always come back to get on the straight 
and narrow track and follow my values. 
Readlyn Iowa values make our town the 
best place for families. 

It has been a good month for people 
acknowledging the Grump articles in the 
Readlyn Chronicle. Over a hundred peo-
ple have stopped me when they see the 
Grump hat, and we talk about how they 
enjoy reading the Readlyn Chronicle. I 
just love to talk to friendly people!

The Big Old Grump.

Thank You All!
Thank you Readlyn Community, Mike Keeran, Grumpy’s, and the 

Grumpy’s family for your love, support, and extra tips after my car got 
hit while I was at work. While the person who hit my car hasn’t come 
forward, my car is fixed and looking as good as new. It just goes to 
show how strong of a community we have here in Readlyn. 

So again I just want to thank everyone from the bottom of my heart, 
even for those who couldn’t make it, I still felt the support and I truly 
appreciate every one of you. Thank you all so much!!
 Corina Gray 

I can't be the only one ready for the 
snow to be gone at this point. It is time 
for sunshine and warmer temperatures. I 
haven't seen a robin yet - but the babies 
are running in the pasture already at our 
house. 

Spring sports are starting with a few 
indoor meets for track and field. Best of 
luck to them this season as they work 
toward getting to run on the blue oval in 
Des Moines. Golf will be starting soon  - I 
know they'll want to be outside as soon as 

the snow has melted. 
All of this means, though, that soft-

ball will be starting soon!! I'm so excited 
for this season to start, not only the high 
school season but my club softball season 
and getting to watch the elementary kids 
play as well. We are so lucky that there is 
a town diamond for the younger kids to 
play on. And a great diamond that is well 
cared for at that. 

Let's hope those robins show up soon!
Sydney 

Want to build a house this spring? 
Tripoli Lot for Sale - $28,500

804 3rd Street SE, 90 x 120, curb 
& gutter done, close to golf course

Connie Rochford, Broker
215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA

563-578-8899
www.towncountryhome.com

Agents:
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533
Gary Guether 319-415-9874
Christopher Tibbott 319-404-9435

Serving the needs of our communities matters!
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WV Education 
Foundation 
successful 
fundraising efforts

Thank you for making the 20th anniver-
sary of WVEF’s annual fundraising event 
such a great success. Since the beginning, 
the foundation has had support from area 
families and businesses to supplement 
educational resources within the district.  
And this winter’s fundraising efforts was 
no exception.  Special thanks to Grumpy’s 
staff and Mike and Samantha Keeran and 
to Jim and Bev Collins of Sunrise Cater-
ing.

In January 2023, the board met to review 
teacher submitted “enrichment grants.”  
After setting aside funds for WVEF spon-
sored scholarships, over $32,000.00 was 
approved for the following:
WV Elementary Buildings      Project Amount
Transitional K/Kindergarten Readlyn & Fairbank, Short 
Throw Display ..............................................$5,565.00

Projectors and software that interface with 
whiteboards as well as tablets

Elementary Grades Readlyn/Fairbank, Literacy Week  
.....................................................................$2,000.00

Full week in March focused on promoting literacy
5th Grade-Readlyn and Fairbank, Collaborative Class-
room Seating ...............................................$6,000.00

increase seating options for collaborative reading
6th Grade-Fairbank, 21st Century Skills Development  
.....................................................................$2,000.00

Promote creating, problem solving, and developing 
skills, talents, thinking and mental rigor

3rd Grade- Readlyn & Fairbank, Brain Pop ....$460.00
Brain Pop is an online subscription used in classroom 
3rd Grade-Fairbank, Short Throw Display ...$1,779.00

Projectors and software that interface with 
whiteboards as well as tablets

2nd Grade- Readlyn & Fairbank, Brain Pop ...$625.00
Brain Pop is an online subscription used in classroom 
Special Ed/Title One Readlyn and Fairbank, Phonics 
Intervention .....................................................$592.28
5th and 6th Grades- Readlyn, Noise canceling head-
phones ............................................................$450.00
Physical Education Readlyn & Fairbank, PE Equip-
ment.............................................................$2,000.00

Replace and Update equipment all grades.
Elementary Buildings Total ....................$21,471.28

WV Junior and Senior High School
Agricultural Educations, Principles of Small Engines 
Tech certification ..........................................$1,650.00

purchase of online curriculum that is part of iCEV (an 
online resource for Career & Technical Education 

classes)
English Dept, Mental Health and Mindfulness in Litera-
ture and Real World ........................................$250.00

Funding to purchase additional books
English/Language Arts-Grades 7-12, Classroom 
Books...........................................................$1,200.00
PE-Grades 7-12, Update PE equipment .....$2,000.00

Replace and replenish broken or worn out P.E. 
equipment

Industrial Technology-Grades 10-12, Computer Aided 
Design(CAD) Lab ........................................$2,000.00
Grant money will go towards funding to purchase lap-
top computers that are needed to update the CAD lab
Family and Consumer Science Classes, Grades 10-
12, 3 computerized sewing/embroidery machines ......  
.....................................................................$1,797.00
Utilized in Quilting  and Clothing Construction classes 
Art Room-Grades 7-12, Shelving for Art Room  ..........  
........................................................................$541.13
Math Classroom  Grades 7-12, Flex Seating and White 
Boards ............................................................$851.14
English Grades 7-12, Curriculum Updates and Adven-
ture .................................................................$500.00

Update curriculum for teaching grammar and movie 
critique field trip

Amount for Junior/Senior High School .$10,789.27
Grand total for All Buildings: .................$32,260.55

Thank you again,
Wapsie Valley Board of Directors

In the

at RSB

Hi, my name is Kim Alcantara.  
My husband, Noel, and I have 
been married for 16 years.  We 
have three children: Caden (15), 
Catelyn (13) and Cali (8).  I grew 
up in Readlyn, but currently live in 
Denver.  

 
We love attending our kids’ 

events whether it be football 
games, band and vocal concerts, 
piano recitals or volleyball tour-
naments.  As a family we love 
traveling, cheering on the Kansas 
City Chiefs, hanging out with our 
friends, and spending time with 
Grandma, Sandy Matthias. 

 
I am so happy to be back at 

the Readlyn Savings Bank.  I love 
working and being back in the 
community.  I can’t wait to see 
what the future holds for me at 
the Readlyn Savings Bank.”

 

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main Street - P.O. Box 40
Readlyn, IA 50668-0040
319-279-3321
Website: www.readlynsavingsbank.com
Email: info@readlynsavingsbank.com

American Savings Bank
a location of Readlyn Savings Bank

312 S. Main Street - P.O. Box 909
Tripoli, IA 50676-0909

319-882-4279 or
800-853-4294

RSB ~ Taking Good Care of You! ~ Since 1904 ASB ~ � e Spirit of American Banking ~ Since 1899

Readlyn EMS: Did you know?
We have had new crew members and 

new community members in Readlyn over 
the past few years so we wanted to take 
some time to introduce you to the Readlyn 
EMS Crew. 

Let me introduce you to:
Rocco Imbrogno

Rocco moved to Readlyn with his wife, 
Teresa (Tiedt), and two daughters, Grace 
and Lydia, and an ornery schnoodle, 
Grady, back in August 2013 from Denver, 
Colorado. 

Rocco joined the Readlyn EMS service 
in January 2018 and went through EMT 
training, making him able to do it all. He 
can drive the rig, provide care for those 
ill or injured and also helps keep things in 
stock and helps with training.

When not volunteering with the first 
responders you can catch him in his full-
time job as a production print specialist 
where he repairs and maintains digital 
production presses and office copiers. 
He also dabbles in the networking side 
of things. Having owned and operated an 
automotive repair shop in Colorado since 
June of ‘98 and selling it in 2013 when 
relocating here, he also has a side hustle of 
working on cars. Rocco is also on the city 
council and a board member of the Tripo-
li/Readlyn Sanitation Agency, having held 
these seats for three years now. 

But what does Rocco like to do for fun? 
“Golf, golf, and more golf. I love to spend 
most of my free time on the course. Now 
that both girls are out of high school, I 
conveniently have more free time for this. 
Outside of golf I enjoy cooking, mostly 
homemade Italian family recipes. I am 
perfecting my wood-fired pizza, mmmm. 
Getting together with family is also high 
on my list, hence the move back to Read-
lyn. I could not feel more at home in this 
beautiful community.”

If you or someone you know are think-

ing about joining a volunteer service, take 
Rocco’s word: “At first it seems like a lot 
to take in, but the reward of helping your 
neighbor when they need it most, I mean 

you can save one’s life….. What's that 
worth?”

Lastly, Rocco’s amazing advice: “Any-
one who knows me, knows I put a smile on 
everything… it is simple…. a smile is as 
contagious as a yawn I promise you. You 
can make anyone smile…. TRY IT!!!” 

Rocco Imbrogno

Tea Party planned
The Dunkerton First United Methodist 

Church welcomes you to join our upcom-
ing Women’s Spring Event -- Tea Party on 
Saturday, April 1 from 2-4 PM. 

Consider wearing your finest hat and 
bringing a favorite tea pot or teacup. If 
you don’t have a hat or tea pot/teacup, no 
worries!

Flavored tea & lemonade, coffee, 
scones, almond sticks & cupcakes will be 
served.

Guest speaker Justeen Hill, the owner of 
The Cellar in Cedar Falls, will be sharing 
her story.

The event will be held at the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 301 S. Washington, 
Dunkerton. Reservations are not required. 
All are welcome!
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Readlyn, Long Ago
Compiled by Bob Thran Editor’s Note: Read the Chronicle, including “Readlyn, Long Ago,” online at: https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

Life of Bertha Harms Schumacher in her own words (continued)
Last month, Bertha Harms wrote about 

her early life, until the time of her marriage 
to William Schumacher. She writes further, 
in her own words, about her life with Wil-
liam “Patent Bill” Schumacher. She con-
tinues her story until her writing becomes 
disjointed and fades away. Keep in mind 
that Bertha was 91 years old at the time she 
wrote the rest of her story.

William’s grandmother was dead so 
grandpa gave William’s folks four lots 
across the road from him with weeds three 
feet high and said, “Build yourself a nice 
new house so you are close by us and can 
help us out sometimes.” And that is what 
they did.

There was no waterworks, electric lights, 
nor sidewalks, but that all came in later 
years as town was just a grocery store, a 
saloon for beer, a post office, a hardware 
store, a wagon maker, a horseshoe man 
that put shoes on horses’ feet and a doctor.

My man was what they call a man of all 
trades; he wanted things handy (that was 
just after we were married). So he put in wa-
terworks also for his Mom and Dad and we 
put in carbide lights, also his folks, also a 
carbide stove. So we really spent money so 
we had to do extra work to make money than 
farming. So, in winter, we used wood shav-
ings and so1d silos and waterworks, but that 
made Ma do the chores and also take care of 
a little boy, Elmer. But we were healthy and 
Grandpa and Grandma come out — was 
four miles with horse and buggy — and we 
finished the milk and eggs and horse feed. As 
a rule, Grandpa and Grandma came out on 

Saturday. That was a good day for us also, 
as that was cleaning day so they were a big 
help. We also had a hired man as my hus-
band done some oats, grinding, and wood 
shavings for neighbors and friends.

Then in winter days, we had to get fire-
wood from the woods for fuel for the stove 
and heater. We had to hurry and get chores 
done, then eight o’clock went six miles with 
the horses and sled as was snow, then at 
times took children to school. School was 
two miles and to the woods was six miles. 
We got to the woods, sawed down two or 
three trees to fill two sleds of trees ten to 
twelve feet long, then left for home at four 
o’clock, then done chores, had supper and 
then to bed for a good night rest. Then, if 
we had enough, we home sawed and split 
so as would have wood to go in the heater 
and cook stove, but after was split in the 
woodshed out of the rain (that was the chil-
dren’s work.) We had two boys and one girl 
in the family, Elmer, Earl, and Esther.

I have to tell you I wanted to raise chick-
ens as they had no more feed to spare. But 
after we married, we made cement tile and 
tiled the land a little each year as we had 
no more money to buy cement. Our chick-
ens are raised under a hen called Clucks. 
She was a climber and would set on twelve 
eggs for three weeks just getting off to eat. 
By that time (three weeks) the eggs would 
hatch and have baby chicks, but some were 
always rotten also. Then I would tie Clucks 
on the hind leg to a stack so she couldn’t 
run in high weeds and lose the chicks 
as she would take good care of her little 

chicks until they could take care of them-
selves as cats like to eat and steal them, 
but if she was close to the chicks they were 

safe. The rope was about 10 foot long on a 
stake close to ...

And so the story ended.

The early years of William 
‘Patent Bill’ Schumacher

Will was born August 11, 1899 in the 
farm home located 4 miles west of Read-
lyn.

Will was an inventor and entrepreneur 
even before the end of fourth grade. He 
acquired the nickname “Patent Bill.” His 
was an eager, creative, intellectually ac-
tive mind. Farming presented a challenge 
to do the job easier, quicker and better.

To earn spending money while he was 
in school he got a catalog and ordered 
small items like rings and cards which he 
sold. He purchased a rooster and two hens 
of the “Star Spangled Leghorn” breed and 
later sold the eggs from his flock.

Using the windmill, he ground oats for 
milk cows and also ground oats for the 
neighbors. Will charged five cents a sack 
which was cheaper than the mill in Den-
ver. 

Trips to the “big woods” on bobsleds to 
cut and haul wood to burn inspired Will to 

find an easier way. He begged his father to 
buy an engine. Will had to make the choice 
between the engine or more schooling. He 
chose the engine and his formal education 
ended at fourth grade.

With the new engine, the Schumachers 
were able to get their wood sawed early–
then they sawed for the neighbors.  The 
engine was paid for in a short time.

When Will heard talk of silos, he sent 
for a catalog and decided that if they got 
a silo they would get a bigger milk check. 
Will said people made fun of him when he 
talked of buying a silo. They bought the 
silo and soon Will was selling silos at the 
age of 17.

Will married Bertha Harms in 1908 
at age 19. Will knew at an early age that 
someday she would become his wife.

The amazing story of “Patent Bill” con-
tinues in the April issue of the Readlyn 
Chronicle.

Bertha and her role with Schumacher Elevator
Bill and Bertha and sons, Elmer and 

Earl, along with William’s mother, Anna, 
moved to Denver allowing newlyweds —
daughter Esther, and her husband, Everett 
Hildebrandt — to assume the operation 
of the farm. In Denver, the family had al-
ready established a thriving machine and 
repair shop business.

In 1937, Bill received a request from 
Fred Wolf of Waverly to build an elevator 
in his hatchery. The development of this 

elevator marked a major change in their 
lives and their business. Schumacher Ele-
vator was founded.

The elevator Bill designed met a wide-
spread need. Soon, Bertha and Bill were 
traveling all over the United States in-
stalling over 200 of these elevators. Sons 
Elmer and Earl, worked in the machine 
shop. Bertha traveled with Bill, working 
by his side, installing elevators. Bertha 
was also the bookkeeper for the business.

William and Bertha's home and “motorhome” — The house in this picture, 
located on Iowa Street in Denver, is the home of William and Bertha Schumach-
er, patterned after a house William admired while on their trip to Europe. The 
“motorhome” in front was designed and built by William. The front section of 
the motorhome served as living quarters. The back was used to transport  eleva-
tor components and necessary tools.

Bertha cares for Anna, William’s mother
Anna, the mother of Bertha’s husband, 

William, came to live with William and 
Bertha after her husband, Fred Schumach-
er, died. The Schumacher family was liv-
ing on their farm west of Readlyn at that 
time. The farm was on a Readlyn rural 
route and had a Readlyn address. Bertha 
cared for her mother-in-law, Anna, for 36 
years. Anna passed away in 1979 at age 
102.

Marv Schumacher said his grandmother 
spoke little English. Conversations were 
carried on in Low German.

A Bit of History
In those early days it was a practice that 

children assumed the care of their parents 
when they were old or alone or had no 
funds. When old persons had no funds, 
or anyone to provide for them, their final 
years were spent as a resident of a poor 
farm. In Bremer County, the poor farm is 
located north of Denver on Highway 63. 
Rex Bales bought the two large dormito-
ry buildings and many of the cottages that 
housed the poor and moved them to the 
Big Corner. The size of the dining hall, 
dormitories and other buildings indicates 
that the population of the poor farm at one 
time was substantial. We are now a more 
kind society. Warehousing the poor at poor 
farms was demeaning and cruel.

Bertha and William are shown with William’s mother, Anna (center).
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College News

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

Three levels of care that are:
 –all on the same campus, under the same roof
 –adjacent to Community Memorial Hospital (UnityPoint Health)

Readlyn Community Happenings

Winona State University 
Fall Dean’s List 

Winona State University announces 
the Dean’s List for Fall Semester 2022. 
Named to the list from Readlyn was 
Mikenna Joerger.

To be named to the Dean’s List, a stu-
dent must be an undergraduate enrolled 
full-time (at least 12 credit hours for a 
grade) and achieve a minimum grade 
point average of 3.5.

Area Student Graduates 
From Allen College

WATERLOO, Iowa – Carley Schmit 
of Readlyn graduated Summa Cum Laude 
with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
degree from Allen College. The College 
awarded 92 degrees during its commence-
ment ceremony on Friday, Dec. 16, 2022.

Allen College conferred 2 Bachelor 
of Health Sciences in Public Health, 54 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) 
degrees, 18 Master of Science in Occupa-
tional Therapy degrees, 15 Master of Sci-
ence of Nursing degrees, and 3 Doctor of 
Nursing Practice degrees.

Allen College offers degrees in both 
health sciences and nursing. Information 
on Allen College is available at www.al-
lencollege.edu.

Readlyn Historical Society
Corner of Magill & Main Street

For tours, call:
319-279-3548 Ron or Judy

319-961-8379 Janet
641-330-8978 Judy

Attention: Coming in June - 2024 Calendar 
featuring Readlyn pictures - 120 years

Save the Date!
Wapsie Valley Class of ’61, Family & 

Friends are planning a get-together Satur-
day, June 10, 2023.  More details to fol-
low. 

Next Pepper 
Tourney April 1 - 
no foolin’!

The pepper tournament was held on 
March 11 at Grumpy’s with 16 players 
participating. The winners and their scores 
were:

1st: Doris Hagenow and Therese 
Schumacher - 192

2nd: Roger and Connie Buhr - 179
3rd: Ron and Judy Leistikow - 176
4th: Karan Boevers and Shirley Kuker 

- 157
The next tournament will be Saturday, 

April 1 at Grumpy’s at 1:00 p.m. This will 
be the last pepper tournament until Octo-
ber. Entry fee is $3.00. Bring a partner.  
Come and join us!

Shirley Kuker and Judy Henn

Caring For Our Family, One Loving Heart at a Time.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

Readlyn Senior Citizens meet
MARCH 17, 2023 — 13 members at-

tended the 11:00 Senior Citizens’ lunch 
and meeting at Grumpy’s. Charlie Al-
brecht read an Irish Prayer since it was St. 
Patrick’s Day.  Ron Leistikow led every-
one in prayer before the meal and called 
the meeting to order.

We sang “Happy Birthday” to Don Bill-
horn as his birthday is March 29, 2023. 
Verdeen Pavelec celebrated her birthday 
on March 16.

 There were no anniversaries in the 
month of March that were celebrated. 

We all signed a get-well card for 
GaryLee Thurm and sent it to his home. 

The treasurer’s report was read by 
Charlie Albrecht and the balance in the 
account after expenses was 176.00. Mo-
tion was made by Don Billhorn and sec-
onded by Judy Leistikow to approve the 
treasurer’s report.  Motion carried.

The secretary’s minutes were read 
by Lois Thacher for the February 15 
meeting. Motion was made by Wilda 
Albrecht and seconded by Roger De-
terding to approve the secretary’s report 
with the correction of the date and time, 
March 17 at 11:00 AM instead of being 
at 11:30 AM on March 15. Motion car-
ried.    

OLD BUSINESS:
The Annual Meeting/Membership 

drive for the Readlyn Community Club 
will be March 24 at Grumpy’s Bar and 
Event Center starting at 5:30 PM. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Readlyn Savings Bank and the Read-

lyn Telephone Company contributed 
additional ad money to the Readlyn 
Chronicle paper to help with additional 
expenses to help keep the paper pub-
lished  each month. Thank you to both 
of those businesses.

It was discussed to purchase a flag 
pole and flag to have on Highway 3 by 
the Readlyn welcome sign. Roger De-
terding will be checking into the cost 
and it will be discussed again at our next 
meeting April 19.

The Annual Readlyn Easter Egg Hunt 
will be April 8 at 10:00 AM. The Easter 

Egg Hunt will be held in the Readlyn 
City Park. 

The next Senior Citizen meeting will 
be held April 19 at 11:30 at the Tripo-
li Bowling Alley. Janet Ladage made 
a motion to have the Senior Citizens 
Meeting and Lunch there. Charlie Al-
brecht seconded it. Motion carried.

Wilda Albrecht made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting and Don Billhorn 
seconded it. Motion carried, meeting 
adjourned.

Lois Thacher Secretary
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News from Community Lutheran School

Community Lutheran School 
students enjoyed a variety of 
dress-up days! At left and above 
are students dressed up as their 
teachers; top right was camo 
day; and the three photos at 
right illustrate school spirit day.

Friday, March 3, we celebrated 
Grandparent’s Day with a short 
program, activities, and lunch at 
both our Readlyn and Klinger 
campuses. We thank God for 
our grandparents! 

On February 28, the kindergarten through sixth grade students trav-
eled to sing songs for the residents at Fairbank Assisted Living, Hill-
crest in Sumner, and Willow Winds in Denver. 

THANK YOU for supporting us on March 3 at our McDonald’s fund-
raiser! We had a fantastic turnout with so many families dining in 
and driving through! The kids had a blast promoting and playing 
together! The teachers had fun serving and promoting our school! 
We are thrilled to announce we raised $792.19! THANK YOU Soifer 
Family McDonald’s!!! What a blessing!
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Being prepared with the right
insurance for your
farm and crop matters.

Call us to talk to one of our experienced
AgriBusiness Advisors today at 319.483.4854 or
visit our website at acceladvantage.com.

You Played Basketball Outside in the Snow?!!
The response to the question asked in the ti-

tle is a ‘yes’ by most members of Immanuel’s 
Walther League and parochial school students. 
Immanuel parochial school students played 
sports at recess as, at least prior to 1960, there 
were not any organized sport leagues. Most of 
the memories noted in this article are from an 
Immanuel Lutheran School/Walther League 
perspective. Prior to Community Lutheran 
School, they played outside in the snow after 

shoveling the court off.  If you wanted any time 
left in recess or after school before going home, 
shoveling the court was also a team sport. 

The first basketball courts at Immanuel were 
two dirt ones on the north side of the church 
and west of the cemetery. Only two games per 
year were played against another team and 
those were usually held at the Readlyn High 
School gym. After adding more air in basket-
balls so they would bounce on a dirt court, they 

bounced really high on a court with a wood 
floor!

Most kids didn’t have access to a vehicle 
and most moms didn’t drive in those days so 
transportation was another issue. Gary Matthi-
as, a lifetime member of Immanuel, tells of Ar-
lin Poock driving his father’s one-ton flatbed 
truck, usually used to haul feed, LP gas and 
other product for Klinger Store, to games. Ev-
eryone would get in the back and Arlin drove 
them to the game. 

Walther League was important to most stu-
dents as it was one of a few social outlets.  
This group met every Thursday evening and 
Pastor Reddel, Immanuel’s pastor from 1949-
1957, attended, too. Every other meeting was 
to conduct business and the alternating ones 
were choir practice. Until 1947, there wasn’t 
much room for youth to gather until the con-
gregation dug a basement out from under the 
church. They lifted the church on jacks and put 
in 16” wood beams while the dirt was dug out 
underneath. Tractors drove in and backed out 
with loads of dirt on the east side of the church, 
always using the same tracks to avoid issues 
with mud.  And, there were enough issues with 
mud as it rained most of the summer. Thankful-
ly, the rain stopped before harvest so a church 
basement could be completed and crops har-
vested. The basement floor, still in place today, 
also featured a shuffleboard court. An extension 
of the nave provided a new location for the or-
gan’s pipes, altar and, in the basement level, 
furnace room, kitchen and restrooms.  There 
were no restrooms in the church prior to 1947. 

In 1954-55, Dennis Klug, principal at Im-

manuel’s school, organized a drive to provide a 
cement basketball court. Church members used 
cement mixers on the back of their farm trucks 
to pour the court. And electric lights were add-
ed so basketball could be played after dark! 
The new court expanded the boundaries of 
play and, because the Magee and Happel chil-
dren at Immanuel knew kids at the Bennington 
country school located on Gresham Road, a 
game of basketball between the two teams was 
played one day after school. Not sure who won 
but lots of fun was enjoyed by all.

By the late 1970s and early 1980s, the Iowa 
East District of the LCMS was organizing ad-
vanced play including tournaments for teams 
who qualified. The Iowa East District includ-
ed churches with parochial schools located in 
Klinger-Readlyn, Newhall, Cedar Rapids, Van 
Horne, Cedar Rapids and Williamsburg. Ac-
cording to Jeff Schmidt, another lifetime mem-
ber of Immanuel, the mixed volleyball team 
from Immanuel qualified for district play at 
Van Horne and won it in 1981. This volleyball 
team included Gina Matthias, Deb Lohmann, 
Kendra Schweer, Pam Schmidt, Rick Bellile, 
Jon Rathe, Joel Rathe, and Pam Zars. Soft-
ball games were played with local teams from 
Westgate, Artesian and Readlyn.

Immanuel’s youth attended the first LCMS 
Youth Gathering in 1980 at Fort Collins, Col-
orado. They brought back two pine tree sap-
lings that were planted on the west side of the 
cemetery as part of the ‘plant the seed’ mes-
sage. One of the two trees remains today as 
remembrance of this event. The Youth Gath-
erings were held every three years in a variety 
of locations throughout the U.S. and regularly 
attended by Immanuel’s Youth.  

Bringing home the Championship trophy.
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814 S. Frederick, Oelwein  •  283-2242  •  REALTOR.COM

Lori Beierschmitt
Broker/Owner
Cell: 
319-238-1700

Bonnie Schulz Bender
Broker/Assoc.

319-269-9591

ADVANCED, REALTORS®, LLC
DON’T WAIT... CALL US TODAY

we’re looking for
NEW LISTINGS FOR SPRING MARKET

www.kaisercorson.com
205 Highland Avenue, Readlyn, Iowa 50668 

(319) 279-3551
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Services:
Custom Welding

Power Equipment
Hydraulic Hoses

412 7th Street, Janesville
(319) 987-2801• Cell: (319) 230-7770

email: shop@stokeswelding.comwww.stokeswelding.com

David R. Wheeler
8234 E. Marquis Rd., Fairbank, IA 

(319) 230-1029

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

Jeffrey F. Arians, CPA
Quality Accounting Services 

1002 Broadway Street | Waterloo, IA 50703
319-234-2813 | www.qasiowa.com

Trusted Accounting 
Services

for Individuals & Businesses
• We electronically file all eligible returns
• We are accepting new individual and business tax clients
• Individual return preparation starting at $175 

Hours: 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM, 
Monday – Friday

Email: info@qasiowa.com

Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor
Cell: (319) 269-5089

wendymohlis@gmail.com
300 S. State Street, Denver, IA

 
Born and raised in 

Bremer county!

Ready to find your new home?
 

 

Sr. Citizens meet
FEBRUARY 15, 2023— 13 Senior Cit-

izens members met at Grumpy's in Read-
lyn for a meeting and lunch at 11:30. Ron 
Leistikow led everyone in prayer before 
the lunch and the meeting was called to 
order.

We sang “Happy Birthday” to Janet 
Ladage and Marlys Deterding. We sang 
“Happy Anniversary” to Janet and Larry 
Ladage and Rick and Lois Thacher.

The treasurer's report  was read by 
Charlie Albrecht and the balance in the 
account after expenses was $423. Motion 
was made by Janet Ladage and seconded 
by Judy Leistikow to approve the treasur-
er's report. Motion carried.

The secretary's minutes were read by 
Lois Thacher for the January 18 meeting. 
Motion was made by Marlys Deterding 
and seconded by Judy Leistikow to ap-
prove the secretary's report. Motion car-
ried.

Lois read a thank-you note from the 
Wapsie Valley Education Foundation 
thanking the Senior Citizens Group for 
our donation to their annual fundraiser. 
The final numbers were much higher than 
the $22,000 they first thought they had 
raised.

Old Business: The $200 anonymous 
donation  to the Readlyn Senior Citizens:  
We voted to give to the Chronicle $100,  
Library $50, and the Food Bank $50 with 
this money. We also gave memorial mon-
ey in the amount of $50 to Mike and Sa-
mantha Keeran as Samantha's father had 
passed away recently. (They are owners of 
Grumpy's Bar and Event Center.)

New Business: The Annual Meet-
ing/membership drive for the Readlyn 
Community  Club will be March 24 at 
Grumpy's Bar and Event Center. Social 
hour will begin at 5:30 PM and the meal 
will be at 6:00 PM. This year the Read-
lyn Community  Club is doing something 
new and opening the Volunteer of the Year 
award to anyone in town. The community 
can all vote. The nomination form has to 
be returned by February 28 to RCC P.O. 
Box 34, Readlyn lA 50668. The winner 
will be recognized at the Readlyn Com-
munity Club annual meeting on March 24, 
2023.

The next meeting will be at 11:30 AM 
at Grumpy's on March 15. Lois Thacher 
made a motion  to adjourn and Janet Lad-
age seconded it. Motion carried.

Lois Thacher, Secretary
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Readlyn City Council Meeting 
March 13, 2023

The Readlyn City Council met in open 
session on Monday, March 13, 2023 at 
6:45PM for the Finance Committee to review 
bills and at 7:00PM for the regular meeting. 
Mayor Wedemeier in the chair and the follow-
ing named council members present: Rocco 
Imbrogno, Joey Jones, Keith Brunscheon, 
Jason Franck arrived 7:10PM, Nicole Barnes 
arrived 7:40PM. Others in attendance: Bar-
ney Wiersma, Steve Aiello, Austin Matthias, 
Ron Hartman, Louie Hartman, Kyle Shores.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Jones to approve minutes from the February 
13, 2023 council meeting. All said yes. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by 
Brunscheon to approve bills presented for 
payment. All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Jones to approve clerk and treasurer's 
rep01ts. All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Im-
brogno to approve budget report. Library 
report was unavailable. All said yes. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Jones to approve police report. All said yes. 
Motion carried. Motion by Brunscheon and 
seconded by Jones to approve agenda as 
printed. All said yes. Motion carried.

Due to changes in valuations for the 
FY23/24 Budget since the February meet-
ing by the Iowa Legislature, motion by Brun-
scheon and seconded by Jones to reset the 
public hearing. Public hearing to be April 10, 
2023 at 7:00PM on the adoption of the pro-
posed FY23/24 Budget. Roll call vote. AYES: 
Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno. NAYS: None. 
Motion carried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by 
Brunscheon to introduce Resolution No. 
2023-02 entitled "RESOLUTION GIVING AU-
THORITY TO ADOPT THE ELECTRIC RELI-
ABILITY PLAN OF THE CITY OF READLYN 
MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY". Roll call 
vote. AYES: Jones, Imbrogno, Brunscheon. 
NAYS: None. Whereupon the Mayor declared 
Resolution No. 2023-02 duly adopted.

Council member Franck arrived.
Motion by Barnes and seconded by 

Jones to approve City Clerk, Lois Buhr to 
attend spring IMFOA conference. Roll call 
vote. AYES: Jones, Imbrogno, Franck, Brun-
scheon. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Brun-
scheon to approve Spring Leaf Burning from 
April 1 to June 1, 2023. Roll call vote. AYES: 
Imbrogno, Franck, Brunscheon, Jones. 
NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Jones to approve contracting Dust Bust-
er Dust Control for two dust application @ 
$980.00 per application for magnesium 
chloride. Roll call vote. AYES: Franck, Brun-
scheon, Jones, Imbrogno. NAYS: None. Mo-
tion carried.

Non-Residential Commercial Property Or-
dinance to be studied further.

 Council received an update on the recent 
pre-construction meeting for the Readlyn 
Main Street Reconstruction Project. Discus-
sion on moving emergency equipment tem-
porarily during construction. Motion by Jones 
and seconded by Imbrogno to share expense 
for door openers with property owner at 128 
W 1st Street. Roll call vote. AYES: Brun-
scheon, Jones, Imbrogno, Franck. NAYS: 
None. Motion carried.

Council member Barnes arrived.
Motion by Jones and seconded by Brun-

scheon to approve bid from D & N Fence 
Co. for fence project at the city ball park. Roll 
call vote. AYES: Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes, 
Franck. Brunscheon. NAYS: None. Motion 
carried.

Discussion on ball diamond dugouts. To 
be studied further.

Louie Hartman gave an update on activi-
ties for this years Readlyn Grump Days.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Franck to approve new Readlyn First Re-
sponder, Kim Browning. Roll call vote. AYES: 
Imbrogno, Barnes, Franck, Brunscheon, 
Jones. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Franck and seconded by Im-
brogno to adjourn. All said yes. Motion car-
ried. Meeting adjourned at 8:15PM.

Dan Wedemeier, Mayor
ATTEST: Lois J Buhr, City Clerk

Dunkerton Community Schools 
URGENT NEED– 

NOW HIRING!
 BUS DRIVERS

FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME ROUTES & ACTIVITIES 
Starting wage: $24.78/ROUTE or 

$15.00 HOUR FOR ACTIVITIES
Applicants must hold valid CDL-B

with passenger/airbrake endorsements
For job specifications & letters of interest, please contact 

 KORY KELCHEN, Associate Superintendent 
at 319-822-4295 x104 OR 

Email at kkelchen@dunkertonschools.org 
EOE/AA

PO Box B, 103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301

or 1-800-428-5808

Send news to: readlynchronicle@gmail.com
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Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

1004 E. Bremer Ave.
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

SEND NEWS to ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family

Tripoli Tax Service
“We’ve Got Your Back”

Daniel Woods
Taxes,  Accounting, Notary Services

102 N. Main
Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-3595
dan@tripolitaxservice.com
www.tripolitaxservice.com

Fettkether
Fertilizer Co., LLC

Dunkerton, IA
319-404-0064

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

340 S. State St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5691

denverdrugandphoto.com

319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

Fish Fry is March 31 at IC in Fairbank
A fish fry is planned for Friday, March 

31, from 4:30-7:30 PM at Immaculate 
Conception Parish Center, Fairbank. 

The menu will include cod, baked po-
tato, baked beans, coleslaw, roll and des-

sert. 
Cost is $15 for adults, $7 for children 

ages 6-10, and free for those five and un-
der. Dine-in or take-out orders are avail-
able. All are welcome to attend.
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ReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlyn
OutdoorsOutdoorsOutdoors

By: Eric Johnston

Jennifer Jaschen, Attorney at Law
4817 University Avenue, Suite D

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
jaschenlaw@outlook.com319-553-3400

“High Water”
Here in Iowa, for the most part, we’ve 

had a fairly easy winter season with 
not a lot of snow and reasonable winter 
temps. However, our neighbors to the 
north in Minnesota have had an above 
average season of heavy snow. As I look 
towards my 2023 bass tournament sea-
son, I can't help but think that snow is 
going to create high water on the Mis-
sissippi River this spring. 

As I look back through my notes, 
I'm reminded of a high water season a 
few years back that I'll touch on in this 
column. To most, the thought of fishing 
in high water is a bad thought and, in 
my early tournament career, I felt over-
whelmed fishing high water. Everything 
looked the same to me back then, wa-
ter and flooded trees made the process 
of finding where the bass were feel like 
finding a needle in a haystack. Recent-
ly, I’ve come to love fishing high wa-
ter especially on the Mississippi River. 
This month, I’ll break down finding and 
catching fish in high water, and these 
tactics can even help locally on the 
Wapsi and Cedar. 

Let’s start that high water season in 
early June. My good friend and great 
tournament bass fisherman Jason Swan-
son and I were preparing for the Hot 
Rod Bass Series Open out of Harpers 
Ferry, Iowa. We had just recently had 
a lot of rain and the river was at near 
historic levels. Everywhere you looked 
was water and trees along the river bot-
tom. We had ideas in our heads of where 
to begin looking. 

The bass were just coming out of their 

spawning rituals, so we figured they 
would still be shallow. The big key to 
finding high water bass, or any river 
fish species, is to follow the bank. What 
I mean by that is, as the river spreads, 
you need to find where the water final-
ly meets dry land. Fish, especially bass, 
will follow the bank as the water rises 
and falls. This typically applies to river 
system fish as opposed to lakes. 

The next step of putting the puzzle to-
gether is to think about where the fish 
are at normal river levels. This can give 
you a general idea of where to start fol-
lowing the bank. Jason and I have quite 
a few years of experience in the spring 
on the Mississippi of where to start fol-
lowing the bank. A good general rule on 
the Mississippi is to get to the other side 
of railroad bridges on each side of the 
river. To each side of the river behind 
these bridges in high water, becomes big 
backwater systems and literal lakes. The 
bass will school to these areas to get out 
of heavy flooding current and they are 
following all the smaller bait fish they 
feed on as they, too, look for easier wa-
ter to live in. 

Jason and I started practice on Fri-
day and began searching these areas. 
We spent twelve hours on the water that 
Friday and looked for every back cut or 
feeder creek we could think of that had 
good bank and cover for the bass to get 
against. We had at least a half dozen ar-
eas by the day’s end and felt like we put 
together a pretty good plan. We added 
to our plan with a short practice day on 
Saturday. As the tournament started on 
Sunday, we were beyond excited to have 

the area we wanted to start mostly all to 
ourselves. 

On Friday, we had found an area that 
was a feeder creek coming into the main 
river with a bridge that back flooded a 
large expanse of ground. Nearly every 
flooded tree had a bass on it and we im-
mediately had our five bass limit and be-
gan upgrading. We fished the entire area 
most of the day and ended the tourna-
ment with our best five weighing 14.68 
lbs. and walked away with a fifth place 
finish and a check for our efforts. 

As spring transitioned into summer, 
the river continued to run high. Spring 
high water and summer high water fish-
ing can be a bit different. Instead of 
looking for calm backwater type areas, 
the water is now very warm and the fish 
need current for good oxygen in the wa-
ter. So the areas you should look for will 
be different, but following the bank rule 
still applies. 

You will now look for main river 
rocky points and wing dams. On July 
13, my dad, Doug Johnston, and I fished 
the Ken Thompson Memorial tourna-
ment out of Prairie du Chien. The wa-
ter was again quite high and this time 
we both had to work leading up to the 
tournament and didn’t have any practice 
time. Our game plan was to run to a lot 

of different spots like we would in prac-
tice and try to put together a good limit 
for the day. 

Our first area we started was along 
rocks and current in the main river near 
a backwater area where the fish had 
been just a month before. Our hunch 
was correct that the fish had pulled out 
of the backwater into the current and 
we quickly put together a good limit 
of about eleven pounds. We both knew 
this wouldn’t get us a check so we kept 
searching for bigger fish throughout the 
day. 

Around noon, we pulled into an area 
with heavy current and flooded trees. A 
few casts in and Dad hooked up with a 
fish. I hadn’t even looked and Dad yelled 
for the net. I knew it must be the fish we 
needed and I was right as I netted a three 
and a half pound bass for Dad. High 
fives, a bit of hooting and hollering and 
that moment made the whole weekend. 
We finished the day with 12.18 lbs. with 
our best five and again good enough for 
fifth and a check. 

My hope is to not have high water and 
a rainy 2023, but, if we do, put these 
tactics of following the bank to use and, 
hopefully, it will put more fish in the 
boat! 

Until next time, GET OUTDOORS!!

Eric Johnston (right) with his dad, Doug Johnston

Jason Swanson (left) and Eric Johnston fishing the high water.

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner

207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly

319-352-9129
info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com
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Send news of your hometown to: readlynchronicle@gmail.com
Deadline for April 26, 2023 Chronicle is Thurs., April 13, 5 PM

A move to Willow Winds is more 
than a change of address. It’s a 
Community that ensures peace 
of mind. 

Amenities included for all tenants:
~Three home cooked meals a day                   
~Medication reminders
~Housekeeping and Laundry                             
~Emergency call pendants
~Activities                                                             
~Resident Assistant on site 24/7
~Cable & Utilities                                                 
~Nurse on call 24/7
~Wi-Fi access

www.WillowWindsDenver.com

121 Bremer Avenue
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5867

Come home to
Willow Winds

Assisted Living

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

www.bankfidelity.bank  |  800.403.8333

Adam
Schaufenbuel
Vice President, Waverly

Megan
Niewoehner

Loan O�cer, Oelwein

#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*
Top 50 Ag Lender in the Nation*

* Source: Top 100 Farm Lenders Ranked by Dollar Volume, FDIC, Data as of 4Q 2021.

Readlyn Area Housing
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

For More Information Contact
KarTay Apartment Management 319-334-7110

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider.

62 years of age or older, handicapped/disabled regardless of age
• Very Low or Low-Income Families • One or Two Bedrooms - Ground Level 

• Stove & Refrigerator Furnished • Laundry Facilities On Site
• All Electric Units with Thermostat in Each Room
• Ample Closet Space  • Rent Based on Income

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Farmers Cooperative Company
Readlyn: 319-279-3396

Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F

SHOP
LOCAL!

Stop in 
today!

We carry food for: 
Rabbits, Cats, Dogs, Chickens, Sheep, Horses & More

Softener Salt: 
Delivery in town to those needing assistance

Cedar & Pine Chips
Bird Seed • Grass Seed • Lawn Fertilizer

Bagged Shell Corn

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC

131 Tower Street, Denver • 319-984-6191
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule your appointment in Denver today!

“OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS”
Robert R. Pipho, D.D.S. • Brendon T. Boerm, D.D.S.
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Ag Resources
Bayer Crop Science 

David R. Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Farmers Co-op 
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Advanced Realtors®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Jennifer Jaschen - Attorneys at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
jaschenlaw@outlook.com

(319) 553-3400

Fischels Residential Group
Joe Leehey, Residential Broker

(319) 415-7349
 joe@� schelsgroup.com
www.� schelsgroup.com

3510 Kimball Ave. Ste. H, Waterloo, IA 
50702 • Tel: (319) 234-5000 

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

hartmanlouie@gmail.com
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

O�  ce 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

K.C. Auto Body, L.T.D.
1701 East Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0881 • kcautobody@aol.com

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319.352.3917

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Denver Family Dental
131 Tower St., Denver

319-984-6191

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

Fidelity Bank & Trust
Adam Schaufenbuel  Waverly 

319-483-1001
Megan Niewoehner   Oelwein 

319-283-2524

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340

www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

American Savings Bank-Tripoli
312 S. Main St. • (319) 882-4279

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Security State Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Willow Winds Assisted Living
121Bremer Ave., Denver • (319) 984-5867

Food and
Restaurants
Grumpy’s Bar & Event Center

Main Street, Readlyn, IA

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plain� eld 

(319) 275-4528

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
O�  ce: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery

Tiedt Nursery
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave. 
(319) 279-3363

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. 
 (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses
CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC

Owner:  Darrin Siefken 
107 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-9129

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft

Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219

Kwik Star
County Road 49, 410 E. 6th St., Readlyn

319-279-3319

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA 

(319) 635-2311 (888) 282-9992 
www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

CHRONICLE
 Sponsorship
DIRECTORY

Friends of the Chronicle
Mike & Sue Kircho� 

DA Acres - Leistikow Family
Wapsie Farm Partnership

Randy Abbas
Readlyn Senior Citizens

You can become a 
Friend of the Chronicle! 

Call RON LEISTIKOW for details!
 (319) 279-3548
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Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Wapsie Valley School Board - Feb. 20, 2023 Readlyn City Council Meeting 
Feb. 13, 2023

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Philip Giradin

Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s  
Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Sunday services 10:00 AM

Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Philip Giradin

Divine Service 8:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Study, Sun., 7 p.m.

Mary-Martha Circle 
1st Wednesday 7 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Sunday Services 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:05 - 9:45 a.m.
Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday

Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell  319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.

Wapsie Valley CSD Regular Meeting Minutes Feb-
ruary 20, 2023

1. President Wolfe called the Regular Meeting of the 
Board to order at 6:30.

A. Directors: Sauerbrei, Van Daele, Aiello, Auel, Wolfe. 
Declare a quorum.

B. Administrators: Supt. Hoover, Principals Murphy, 
Hurley, & Forsyth & Board Secretary: Arndt

C. Others: Tracy Kalenske, Kim Kalenske, Vaughn 
Gross, Jenni Gross, Elle Voy, Jayden Wagner,

Danny Adams Maesi Wahl, Kallie Franzen, Jenna 
Hammitt, Reese Peine, Madison Freitag, Macy Ott, Ash-
lyn Hyde, Brielle Parkes, Logan Rochette, and Courtney 
Rochette

2. No changes to the agenda
3. Moved by Auel, Seconded by Sauerbrei to approve 

the agenda as presented. Motion carried 5-0
4. Public comment: - Emma Benoit will speak on Thurs-

day, March 16th at 9:00 am. The presentation will be based 
on her documentary and mental illness. Jenni Gross’s 
Family Consumer Science, sewing, baking, and Warrior 
Cafe students presented projects they have completed in 
classes and also spoke of their favorite things they have 
done in class. Vaughn Gross would like to see flexibility for 
new Business Teacher, and Career Technical Education. 
Danny Adams - Spoke to Mr. Murphy’s leadership. He is 
visible, positive, and has students' best interests. He does 
a great job!

5. Consent Items: Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by 
Auel to approve the consent items including the financials 
& bills that were reviewed by Steve Aiello as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0 Open enrollments were informational 
only: In - Courtney Ball requests her KIndergarten daughter 
into WV from Tripoli, Out - 23-24- Shania Kumbier requests 
kindergarten daughter to Waverly CSD

6. Communication & Reports: Board: Discussed stu-
dent behavioral issues within the schools and received 
feedback from Principals on their policies and procedures.

Superintendent: Report included supplemental state 
aid scenarios, rural buildings, legislative updates, and 23-
24 staffing budget scenarios.

District- Report included professional development 
updates, WVEF grants, & professional goal conversations 
Principal Hurley: Report included professional learning 
community, MAP growth testing, Valentine’s Day, Leader 
In Me, & fundraising.

Principal Forsyth: Report included lighthouse team, 

service projects, & PTO/Gallagher Bluedorn
Principal Murphy: Report included professional learn-

ing community, Leader In Me, Counseling updates, Game 
of Life, & Activity updates.

7. Personnel-Resignation: Moved by Sauerbrei, Sec-
onded by Auel to approve the resignations of Laura Gib-
erson- Readlyn Library Associate-effective March 3, 2023, 
Haley Tiedt - Business Education Teacher, CAPS Instruc-
tor, Yearbook Coordinator, Leader In Me action team mem-
ber, JH Cross Country Coach, and HS Golf Coach (Spring

2024)-effective the end of the school year, Leslie 
May-Instructional Associate effective March 6, 2023, and 
thank them for their service to the students and staff of WV 
as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Contracts: Moved by Auel, Seconded by Sauerbrei to 
approve contracts for Tiffany Beyer-Summer 2023 JH Soft-
ball Coach-Base 1/0-$1,805, & Leslie May - Library Associ-
ate-$13.04 P/H as presented. Motion carried 5-0

8. Old Business - Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by 
Aiello to approve the bid from Hackman ($15,150) to paint 
the multi-purpose gym as presented. Motion carried 5-0

9. New Business: - Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Sau-
erbrei to increase Preschool Tuition from $350 to $375 per 
month effective the 23-24 school year as presented. Motion 
carried 5-0

Moved by Van Daele, Seconded by Auel to approve 
Wellness Policy 507.9 & 507.9R1 with updated language 
change to 507.9R1 as presented. Motion carried.

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to approve 
the 23-24 Work Experience Instructional Services Contract 
with Central Rivers AEA as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello to approve 
the 23-24 agreement for technology services between

Central Rivers AEA and Wapsie Valley($75,000) as 
presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Aiello, seconded by Sauerbrei to approve the 
two-year Shared English Teacher agreement effective

July 1, 2023, between Cedar Falls, Jesup, Denver, & 
Wapsie Valley as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Van Daele to table 
the batting cage bids as presented. Motion carried 5-0

10. Board Talking Points - Kathy Risse is retiring, can 
classes be incorporated with the Islander to help keep it 
open? Jerry-let's schedule a work session to work on board 
policies.

11. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by VanDaele to ad-
journ at 8:15PM. Motion carried 5-0

The Readlyn City Council met in open ses-
sion on Monday, February 13, 2023 at 6:45PM 
for the Finance Committee to review bills and 
at 7:00PM for the public hearing followed by 
the regular meeting. Mayor Wedemeier in the 
chair and the following named council mem-
bers present: Nicole Barnes, Rocco Imbrog-
no, Joey Jones, Jason Franck. Absent: Keith 
Brunscheon. Others in attendance: Bamey 
Wiersma, Steve Aiello, Austin Matthias.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by 
Barnes to approve minutes from the January 
19 and 23, 2023 council meetings. All said yes. 
Motion carried.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Imbrog-
no to approve bills presented for payment. All 
said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Franck 
to approve clerk and treasurer's reports. All 
said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Franck and seconded by Barnes 
to approve budget report and two months li-
brary reports. All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Franck and seconded by Jones 
to approve police report. All said yes. Motion 
carried. Motion by Barnes and seconded by 
Imbrogno to approve agenda as printed. All 
said yes. Motion carried.

Mayor Wedemeier opened the Public 
Hearing on the Max Tax for the FY23/24 Bud-
get. Notice of time and place had been pub-
lished in the Waverly Newspapers on January 
31, 2023. No written or oral objections were 
received. After all desiring to be heard motion 
by Jones and seconded by Barnes to close the 
Public Hearing. Roll call vote. AYES: Jones, 
Imbrogno, Barnes, Franck. NAYS: None. Mo-
tion carried.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Franck 
to introduce Resolution No. 2023-01 entitled 
"RESOLUTION APPROVING THE MAXIMUM 

TAX DOLLARS FROM CERTAIN LEVIES 
FOR THE CITY'S PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 
2023-2024 BUDGET". Roll call vote. AYES: 
Imbrogno, Barnes, Franck, Jones. NAYS: 
None. Whereupon the Mayor declared Reso-
lution No. 2023-01 duly adopted.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Barnes 
to set March 13, 2023 at 7:00PM for the pub-
lic hearing on the adoption of the proposed 
FY23/24 City Budget. Roll call vote. AYES: 
Barnes, Franck, Jones, Imbrogno. NAYS: 
None. Motion carried.

Motion by Bmnes and seconded by Jones 
to approve Police Chief Steve Aiello as Read-
lyn's representative on the Bremer County 
E-911 Board. Roll call vote. AYES: Franck, 
Jones, Imborgno, Barnes. NAYS: None. Mo-
tion carried.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Jones 
to approve Police Chief Steve Aiello as Read-
lyn's representative on the Black Hawk County 
E-911 Board. Roll call vote. AYES: Jones, Im-
brogno, Barnes, Franck. Motion carried.

Motion by Franck and seconded by Jones 
to approve beer license and Sunday sales re-
newal for the Kwik Trip, dba Kwik Star. Roll call 
vote. AYES: Imbrogno, Barnes, Jones, Franck. 
NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Council received and update on recent 
Tripoli-Readlyn Sanitation board meeting 
and EBRRA meeting. Motion by Barnes and 
seconded by Franck to approve Bernard Wi-
ersma to attend Region I AWWA meeting in 
Manchester. AYES: Barnes, Franck, Jones, 
Imbrogno. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Jones 
to adjourn. All said yes. Motion carried. Meet-
ing adjourned at 7:36PM.

Dan Wedemeier, Mayor
ATTEST: Lois J Buhr, City Clerk


