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Joe and Julie Regenold built their home 
at 608 West View, Readlyn in 2007 and 
have enjoyed working on their patio, yard, 
landscaping, and flower gardens. Many of 
the items in the pictures are in memory of 
loved ones. 

Cardinals are a favorite theme in 

the front flower garden. They have 
bird feeders in the back garden, which 
have attracted many different types of 
birds. 

The Regenolds love the small town at-
mosphere in Readlyn and would like to 
thank Weeds on Fire for this award.

YARD of the MONTH

Julie and Joe Regenold, 608 West View, are July’s Yard 
of the Month winners. One of two flower beds in memory of loved ones.

Welcome to the Regenold home!

A second memorial garden honoring loved ones.

The attractive flower was a gift celebrating becoming grand-
parents. 

The view from their backyard patio.

The fire pit provides a great place to relax.

Hoping for a good crop!

Miss Readlyn candidates and their FFA escorts are, front row, left  to right: Kaliya Lampe, Liz Tiedt, Co-
rina Gray, Veronica Wittenburg, Lily Swickerath, Matilda Miller, Reagan Barnes; back row, Finn Schaefer, 
Jack Munk, Andrew Matthias, Gabe Matthias, Braden Strottman. See Grump Day results on page 10. 

Pat Wehr photos
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Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Sydney Matthias

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Larry Pavelec, 2022 Grump

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

Deadline for the July 26 Readlyn Chronicle  
is Thurs., July 13 at 5 PM

Send news to the Readlyn Chronicle  
at readlynchronicle@gmail.com

This last month has been very busy tak-
ing care of Vicki. She and I want to thank 
everybody for their thoughts and prayers. 
She is getting around well after breaking 
her leg. So glad to have her back on her 
feet.

I especially want to thank Vicki for this 
past year. She has helped me doing the 
Grump job. I write the articles, but she 
is the one who makes sure that the punc-
tuations, spellings, and capitalizations 
are right. Most the time I am speaking to 
my phone to write the articles. The spell-
checker does not always write down what 
I dictate. Thanks/love you, Vicki. 

Vicki and I visited the cemeteries this 
month before Memorial Day to put flow-
ers on the graves and remember our fami-
ly members who have served in the Armed 
Forces. This day of remembrance was ini-
tially known as Decoration Day. May we 
never forget, freedom isn’t free.

For the last of my duties as the 2022 
Readlyn Grump I have completed my 
own major study of Main Street Readlyn.  
The findings of the study confirm that nine 
in 10 locals are on red alert about the old 
road rebuild project. It has been project-
ed that once the new road is done, 10 of 
10 will just drive down the new road un-
concerned about being grateful to all who 
made the drive so smooth. However, life 
is known to have many bumps in the road. 
The friendly people of Readlyn just need 
to say thanks.

Vicki and I were at a restaurant this past 
month. Another couple and we were the 
only people in the place. When we got 
done with our meal before going out, I had 
to stop by their booth. Being the Grump 
that I am and liking to talk to people, I 
asked the gentleman what type of beer he 
was having. He replied brown ale, just like 
I had. We both commented on how it was 
something we liked, but he made a com-

ment that the previous brownie ale they 
used to serve was better. I agreed.  It really 
doesn’t surprise me that the conversations 
with people we are seeing show that we 
have so many things in common in today’s 
world. 

This commonality I do not see when I 
talk with latitudinarian younger people. 
Instead, I see differences between the gen-
erations. So many things have changed 
since COVID-19 happened. I think that the 
rate of sociology generation gap jumped a 
couple generations. I know this from what 
has been going out on the media. I hate the 
term WOKE. When I see things being put 
on the news, like videos from millions of 
phones, I see we have “Karens” now who 
are attacking people for the slightest little 
nothings. I think we need to return to “we 
should just let go.” Good grief, they are 
telling us we don’t know the difference 
between male and female. I wonder if the 
world is really lost.  I am so glad to be here 
in Readlyn, Iowa, where boys and girls are 
still boys and girls. They can play in the 
streets and not have “fences” separating 
them. We won’t see “Karens” coming up 
and chasing the children out of the street 
in Readlyn. In Readlyn, we watch out for 
people driving too fast on that street and 
want to make the streets safe. What will 
be, will be, just wave and say hello. 

So, people are people, kids are kids, and 
I was happy to be the Grump for a year. 
Thanks to everyone who has made my 
year as the Readlyn Grump a very special 
year.

Samuel Clemens once said; “I am quite 
sure that (bar one) I have no race preju-
dice, and I think I have no color prejudic-
es, nor caste prejudices. Indeed, I know it. 
I can stand any society. All I care to know 
is that a man is a human being — that is 
enough for me; he can’t be any worse.”  

The Big Old Grump

Farmers Cooperative Company
Readlyn: 319-279-3396

Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F

SHOP
LOCAL!

Stop in 
today!

We carry food for: 
Rabbits, Cats, Dogs, Chickens, Sheep, Horses & More

Softener Salt: 
Delivery in town to those needing assistance

Cedar & Pine Chips
Bird Seed • Grass Seed • Lawn Fertilizer

Bagged Shell Corn

This past year has gone by so fast it 
feels like. Before we know it, this summer 
will be over and yet it feels like it bare-
ly started. I am so excited for the group 
of girls that will be interviewing for 2023 
Miss Readlyn.  I've spent time with all of 
them over my high school career and I 
know each would be a great representa-
tive. The judges will have a hard decision 
to make. 

Softball is on the downhill slide. If you 
haven't made it to watch one of our games 
yet, you've missed some great softball.  

I'm so very proud of our team and what we 
have accomplished this year  It will be the 
first winning season for our program in 
many years. We've won two tournaments 
this year and beat three ranked teams.

Thank you to everyone for all of the 
support this past year. I've been lucky to 
have opportunities to give back to your 
beloved community. It is fun participating 
in the same events I enjoyed growing up 
on the opposite end. I hope Miss Readlyn 
2023 enjoys it all as much as I have. 
Sydney
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Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main Street - P.O. Box 40
Readlyn, IA 50668-0040
319-279-3321
Website: www.readlynsavingsbank.com
Email: info@readlynsavingsbank.com

American Savings Bank
a location of Readlyn Savings Bank

312 S. Main Street - P.O. Box 909
Tripoli, IA 50676-0909

319-882-4279 or
800-853-4294

RSB ~ Taking Good Care of You! ~ Since 1904 ASB ~ � e Spirit of American Banking ~ Since 1899

Readlyn Savings 
Bank/American 

Savings Bank wish 
our neighbors, 

friends & customers 
a safe & happy 

Independence Day.

Readlyn Community Happenings

Thank You
I want to thank everyone for all 
the love and support shown to my 
family and me at my cancer ben-
efit thrown by the awesome staff 
and students at Readlyn Elemen-
tary. Your generosity and sup-
port is so greatly appreciated and 
makes me so thankful to be part 
of this wonderful community. 

Connie Sauerbrei 

Readlyn Historical Society meets
A meeting was held on May 22 at 1:30 

p.m. with nine members in attendance. A 
new member, Therese Schumacher, was 

welcomed. 
There were several visitors to the muse-

um in May including Mrs. Lincoln’s 4th 
grade class. To schedule a visit, send a re-
quest via the Society’s Facebook page 

The 2024 calendar commemorating 
‘Then and Now’ of Readlyn’s 120 years 
of history will be sold at the 2023 Grump 
Days. Buy yours now for $10! The cal-
endar was to be sold in the tent after the 
crowning of the 2023 Grump until 8 p.m. 
on Friday evening and on Saturday from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. (also in the tent) then 4-6 
p.m. at Grumpy’s.   

The Annual Ice Cream Social is planned 
for Sunday, August 20 from 4-6 p.m.  
Please join us for a refreshing treat and 
tour of the museum.

Our next meeting is planned for Mon-
day, July 24 at 1:30 p.m. Consider being 
part of this group either as a member or 
helping with projects. Therese Schumacher

Readlyn City Council - June 12, 2023
The Readlyn City Council met in open ses-

sion on Monday, June 12, 2023 at 6:45 PM for 
the Finance Committee to review bills and at 
7:00PM for the regular meeting. Mayor Pro-Tem 
Barnes in the chair and the following named 
council members present: Nicole Barnes, Roc-
co Imbrogno, Keith Brunscheon, Joey Jones, 
Jason Franck (arrived at 7:10PM). Others in at-
tendance: Barney Wiersma, Steve Aiello, Miles 
Matthias, Stephanie Franzen.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Imbrogno to approve minutes from the May 8, 
2023 council meeting. All said yes. Motion car-
ried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by Jones 
to approve bills presented for payment. All said 
yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Jones to approve clerk and treasurer's reports. 
All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Jones to approve budget and library reports. All 
said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by Jones 
to approve police report. All said yes. Motion 
carried. Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Imbrogno to approve agenda as printed. All 
said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Franck 
to approve driveway width variance request for 
property located at 310 E 4th Street, Readlyn, IA 
owned by Miles Matthias & Stephanie Franzen. 
The six foot variance will allow for 40 foot drive-
way with a 2-foot flair (one foot on each side of 
the driveway. Roll call vote. AYES: Brunscheon, 
Jones, Imbrogno, Franck. NAYS: None. Ab-
stain: Barnes. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Franck to introduce Resolution No. 2023-05 en-
titled "RESOLUTION TO SET DATE AND TIME 
FOR PUBLIC HEARING TO SELL EASEMENT 
RIGHTS". Public hearing set for 7:00PM on July 
10, 2023. Roll call vote. AYES: Jones, Imbrog-
no, Barnes, Franck, Brunscheon. NAYS: None. 
Whereupon the Mayor Pro-Tern declared Reso-
lution No. 2023-05 duly adopted.

Council received an update on the Readlyn 
Main Street Reconstruction Project. Motion by 
Brunscheon and seconded by Jones to approve 
Pay Request #3 in the amount of $429,649.25 
to Dave Schmitt Construction. Roll call vote. 
AYES: Imbrogno, Barnes, Franck, Brunscheon, 
Jones. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Change order for Readlyn Main Street Re-
construction Project tabled.

Motion by Franck and seconded by Franck 
to approve water and wastewater license re-
newal for Bernard Wiersma and Austin Matthi-
as. AYES: Barnes Franck, Brunscheon, Jones, 
Imbrogno. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Imbrogno to introduce Resolution No 2023-06 
entitled "A RESOLUTION SETTING THE SAL-
ARIES FOR APPOINTED OFFICERS AND EM-
PLOYEES OF THE CITY OF READLYN FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR 2023/2024". Roll call vote. 
AYES: Franck, Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno, 
Barnes. NAYS: None. Whereupon the Mayor 
Pro-Tem declared Resolution No. 2023-06 duly 
adopted.

Motion by Franck and seconded by Brun-
scheon to introduce Resolution No. 2023-07 en-
titled "APPROVE BUDGETARY TRANSFERS 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2023". Roll call vote. 
AYES: Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno, Barnes, 
Franck. NAYS: None. Whereupon the Mayor 
Pro-Tem declared Resolution No. 2023-07 duly 
adopted.

Splash pad hours tabled until July council 
meeting.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by 
Jones to adjourn. All said yes. Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:43 PM.

Nicole Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem
ATTEST: Lois J Buhr, City Clerk

Grump Days 
Pepper Tournament

Sixteen players enjoyed participating 
in the pepper tournament on Friday night 
of Grump Days. The winners and their 
scores were:

1st - Charlie and Wilda Albrecht - 174
2nd - Therese Schumacher and Judy 

Henn - 173
3rd - Don Childs and Dave Schumach-

er - 161
4th - Ron and Judy Leistikow - 160
Thanks for playing!  Hope to see you all 

back next year!
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The Bremer County Health 
Department holds foot clinics at the 

Readlyn Library on the  
3rd Thursday of every month.

Remembering Immanuel’s 
Loved Ones

It was with fortitude that settlers came 
to this area from other countries, in the 
case of Immanuel, primarily Germany, 
to begin new lives, twenty-five years af-
ter Iowa became a state and twenty-one 

years before Readlyn was incorporated as 
a town. Typically, they journeyed to the 
United States in ships, then made their 
way to Iowa to begin a new life.  They had 
to build homes and businesses, mostly 
farms, and establish churches and schools 
for worship and education. Materials used 
were from the surrounding wilderness 
and buildings shaped with settler’s hands, 
hard work and a few tools. All of this was 
done with hard work and strong faith in 
God’s plan.

Church cemeteries are typically 
well-maintained and places of solitude to 
remember friends and family members 
who have passed on. Given the time peri-
od, little medicine was available for what 
are common maladies today. As a result, 
a cemetery had to be started in 1873, the 
same year Immanuel began as a church, 
to lay loved ones to rest. The first funeral 
at Immanuel was for a four-year-old child 
named Friedrich Widdel. As with many 
cemeteries, there is a ‘baby row’ with the 
remains of babies who died at birth or 
shortly after.  Many are not even named as 
infant mortality was high. 

Today, family and friends come to the 
cemetery to remember loved ones espe-
cially on Memorial Day. The cemetery is 
especially beautiful with American flags 
from the local VFW to commemorate in-
dividuals serving in wars along with flow-
ers on a majority of the tombstones.  It is 
not unusual to meet seekers of genealogy 
information stopping by Immanuel’s cem-
etery throughout the year. While informa-
tion is available at genealogy online sites, 
Immanuel’s congregation ensures records 
are maintained to respond to questions.  A 
full list, 1873 to present of funerals as well 
as other ministerial acts, will be available 
in Immanuel’s 150th Anniversary booklet 
which is available to purchase at the Au-
gust 6 celebration and after. 

Immanuel’s 150th Anniversary theme, 
“O God, Our help in ages past, our hope 
for years to come,” is also appropriate for 
the settlers’ courage who came to this area 
in 1873.  

The cemetery sign, meaning Evangelical Lutheran Immanuel’s God’s Acre, still stands 
tall against the prairie sky as it did when first erected. The first tombstone is located in 
the southeast corner.

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab is a non-profit  
28 licensed bed long-term care setting certified 
by Medicare and Medicaid.  We are committed 

to providing excellent care and support to 
residents, families, the community and our 

employees.  We provide skilled nursing, 
rehabilitative therapy services, continuous 

nursing care, social services and activity 
programs designed to meet various types  

of individual needs.  
Independently Owned & Operated

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd Street SW, Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-4269
trnuhome@butler-bremer.com

Immanuel Lutheran - Klinger 
is planning its 150th Anniversary celebration on August 6, 

2023. To attend, please RSVP to immanuelstpaul@gmail.com 
no later than July 1. For details, visit our Facebook page at 

ImmanuelLutheranChurchofKlinger.
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Readlyn, Long Ago
Compiled by Bob Thran Editor’s Note: Read the Chronicle, including “Readlyn, Long Ago,” online at: https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

On One Fayette County Farm–A Murder and Three Fatalities 
Ashley Downing's unsolved murder oc-

curred on January 4, 1933 on his 240 acre farm 
southwest of Westgate. Three separate acci-
dents took place in the years Bernard Reinking 
owned that same farm. Since 2006, the farm 
has been one of the many properties of Top 
Deck Farms. Jason and Sharon Decker occupy 
the home on that farm.

All articles, with the exception of my “au-
thor’s notes,” are from the Oelwein Register.

***
Brenda Reinking dies in 

car crash
 Brenda, six-month-old daughter of Bernard 

and Irene Steinbronn Reinking, RR West-
gate, was announced dead upon arrival at the 
Sumner hospital Thursday evening (October 
13, 1960).

She was killed in a two car crash Thursday 
at 9:10 AM two miles southwest of Westgate 
on a gravel road.

According to the highway patrol, an auto 
driven by Mrs. Bernard (Irene) Reinking, 22, 
of RR Westgate, was traveling south when it 
struck a car head-on driven by Roger Decker, 
18, of RR Westgate.

Two other Reinking children, Jeffrey, 3, and 
Joan Marie, 2, received cuts, bruises and possi-
ble internal injuries in the crash.

Mrs. Reinking received cuts, bruises, possi-
ble internal injuries and suffered from shock. 
Decker had possible internal injuries, cuts, 
bump on the head and a possible leg injury.

Mrs. Reinking was traveling south on the 
county road toward the Burle Downing farm 
where she was reportedly going to turn in. 
Decker, coming from the south, apparently 
swerved to miss the Reinking car and the autos 
hit head-on.

Highway patrolmen at the scene reported 
that the Reinking auto apparently anticipated 
a turn to the right into the Downing farm and 
was edged close to the middle of the road at the 
time of the crash.

The Decker car ended up facing south on 
the road on the west side, with the Reinking 
vehicle on the east side, hanging in the ditch 
facing west.

No charges were filed, but investigation is 
pending. The autos were total losses.

***
Renae Reinking passes away 

after farm accident
Renae Robyn Reinking, 13-month-old 

daughter of Bernard and Mandy (Anfinson) 
Reinking of rural Oelwein, died Saturday af-
ternoon, Oct 24, 1987 at Mercy Hospital after 
an accident on her family’s farm.

Services will be at 1:30 PM Tuesday at Zion 
American Lutheran Church. Rev. LaVerne 
Streich will officiate. Burial will be at Wood-
lawn Cemetery.

Friends may call any time today (Monday) 
at the Brant-Kerns-Jamison Funeral Home in 
Oelwein. A memorial fund has been estab-
lished in her name.

[Author’s Note: I spoke with Mandy, Ber-
nard Reinking’s wife and the mother of Ranae. 
Mandy said Bernard was playing outside with 
Ranae. He left Ranae near the house without 
telling Mandy that Ranae was outside alone. 
Ranae toddled after Bernard. Bernard was not 
aware of Ranae following him. In backing the 
truck, the accident occurred.]

***
Bernard Reinking dies after

 fall at home
OELWEIN — Bernard 

W. Reinking, 71, of rural 
Oelwein, died Tuesday 
evening, July 25, 2006, at 
University of Iowa Hos-
pital and Clinics in Iowa 
City, of injuries he sus-
tained due to a fall at his 
home on Monday.

Funeral services will be 
at 10:30 AM Saturday, July 
29, at Zion Lutheran Church, 
Oelwein, with the Rev. Charis 
Combs-Lay officiating. Burial 
will be in Woodlawn Ceme-
tery, Oelwein, with military 
graveside rites by the Oelwein 
American Legion Ross Reid 
Post 9. 

Friends may call from 3 
until 9 PM Friday at the Jami-
son-Schmitz Funeral Home, 
Oelwein, and after 9:30 AM 
Saturday at the church.

Bernard William Reinking 
was born June 27, 1935, at 
Westgate, the son of Henry 
Frederick and Gertrude Ann 
(Gumm) Reinking. He was 
baptized July 7, 1935 and 
confirmed April 25, 1948, at St. Peter Lu-
theran Church in Westgate. Bernard graduat-
ed from Oran High School. He served in the 
Army during the Korean Conflict. Bernard 
married Irene Steinbronn in 1956 at Westgate 
and five children were born to this union, Jeff, 
Joan, Brenda, Kent and Quinton. They lat-
er divorced. Bernard married Madalene Kay 
Anfinson on June 2, 1984 at Oelwein and four 
children were born to this union, Renae, Cas-
sie, Tony and Ashley. Bernard was a lifelong 
farmer near Westgate. He also was a dealer for 
Cen-Pe-Co Oil for many years.

Bernard enjoyed racing go-carts, participat-
ing in tractor pulls, flying airplanes and mod-
el airplanes and racing stock cars. He was an 
avid NASCAR racing fan. In recent years, he 
enjoyed restoring antique tractors and building 
and stocking his ponds with fish on the farm. 
Bernard also enjoyed all the time he spent with 
family and friends camping at the pond. Ber-
nard was an active member of Zion Lutheran 
Church in Oelwein where he had served on the 
church council, as a deacon and as an usher.

Survivors include his wife, Mandy; his chil-
dren, Jeff (Lori) of Cresco, Joan (Richard) Ar-
thur of Nora Springs, Kent (Sheila) of Oelwein, 
Quinton (Mary) of Oelwein, Cassie, Tony and 
Ashley, all at home; 14 grandchildren; two sis-
ters, El Frieda Matthias of Fairbank and Lila 
Mae (Ron) Glass of Westgate; and many nieces 
and nephew.

He was preceded in death by his parents and 
two daughters, Brenda and Ranae.

A memorial fund has been established.
[Author’s Note: Mandy was backing their 

van, using the two side view mirrors,  omit-
ting use of the rear view mirror. She did not 
see Bernard who was directly behind the auto. 
Bernard was bumped and fell, his head hitting 
the concrete.  All efforts to save him failed.

In her attempts to overcome her grief from 
Bernard’s death, Mandy immersed herself into 
the planning and construction of the home she 
and Bernard were building. Her home is locat-
ed on Highway 3, a short distance east of West-
gate Fireman's Park.

Bernard was far from a typical farmer.  He 
was flamboyant, fun-loving, possessed a spirit 
of adventure and even owned an airplane. His 
obituary describes him well but does not in-
clude the many activities and boards on which 
he was an active member.

Mandy Anfinson was living and working 
in Waterloo at the time she met a divorced 
Bernard at a dance in Janesville.  They were 
married in Bernard’s home congregation, Zion 
Lutheran, in Oelwein  She describes her life 
with Bernard as a whirlwind of exciting, fun-
filled activities.

For years, Mandy  has driven the same 
school bus route for the West Central Maynard 
School District. Mandy very much enjoys her 
relationship with the students riding on her bus.

Behind Mandy’s spacious home lies a huge 
park-like area with several camping sites and a 
large pond stocked with fish.]

Ashley Downing brutally killed 
by a robber

Ashley Downing, aged about 78, was found 
murdered in his home about eight miles north-
west of Oelwein, about 4:15 yesterday after-
noon (January 4, 1933) evidently killed with a 
shotgun by a robber. Mr. Downing lived alone 
on a 240 acre farm and was somewhat feeble, 
although his health was good. For a number of 
years he has walked with the aid of a homemade 
cane, taken from a pitchfork handle. This was a 
short stick, and was probably used as much for a 
weapon of defense as an assistance in walking. 
His pocketbook is  the only thing missing so far 
as known.

Just what time the murder was committed 
is not known. He was talking with C. F. Plas-
ter between 1:00 and 1:30 yesterday afternoon. 
Mr. Plaster lives about a half mile south of the 
Downing home, and in driving past the Down-
ing home he stopped and talked with Mr. Down-
ing in the road in front of his home. He was the 
last person known to have seen him alive.

From all of the evidence at hand it would 
seem that Mr. Downing was stooping over the 
woodpile which he has in his kitchen or general 
living room. The charge was fired at close range, 
burning his neck, and the entire charge of shot 
from a shotgun going through his head, the shot 
lodging in the woodpile over which he was bend-
ing, tearing away the right side of his face. The 
pile of wood was in the southeast corner of the 
room, and the door from the east opening into 
it from the outside was north of this. The body 
when found was lying with the head against the 
east wall, just north of the outside door, and his 
feet toward the west, nearly to the heating stove, 
which was in the center of the room. The brains 
had been blown over the woodpile, with his 
head back of the door which was closed. At the 

northwest corner of this room was a little room 
used for storage and at the southwest corner of 
the room was a small room used as a bedroom. 
Whether the man who killed him was already 
in the house when he came in and he came 
out of one of these rooms and shot him in the 
back of the neck, or whether he came while Mr. 
Downing was there in the house and shot him 
afterwards, is not known. Whichever way it may 
have been, Mr. Downing was evidently stooping 
over this pile of wood to get some to put in the 
stove when he was shot.

The body was found by John Boiling and 
Harry Leiser, who had brought some chickens 
from Westgate to deliver to him. Mr. Downing 
had bought the chickens but had not yet paid for 
them, and these men were making the delivery. 
Looking around the place to locate Mr. Down-
ing and not finding him, they knocked at the east 
door of the house. Receiving no response, they 
pushed the door open and there they met the 
gruesome sight on the floor just back of the door. 
They immediately notified the sheriff’s office.

The sheriff and the coroner soon arrived as 
well as the county attorney. The house was full 
of people by that time so that it was difficult to 
locate anything that might lead to a clue. There 
was a large number of notes and mortgages 
in the house, for Mr. Downing never kept any 
money to speak of, he invested it as soon as he 
received it. Some of these notes were good and 
some of them never were. While he was most 
eccentric, he was also a sociable sort of man, 
and enjoyed company stopping and visiting with 
him. Living a hermit’s life seemed to be largely 
from choice. His wife left him about six years 
ago, since which time he has been entirely alone. 
The wife died at the home of her daughter in Or-
egon about a year ago. He has three sons, two 
of them, Roy and Arthur, living at Parkersburg, 
Minn., and one, Ralph, living in South Dakota. 
The daughter, Mrs. Ethel Quinn, lives in Ore-
gon.

Miss Ethel Gherken, teaching at the Galvin 
school, heard the shot, about three o’clock yes-
terday afternoon, but she said she thought it was 
someone hunting and gave it no further thought. 
Mr. Harold Glew, living a short distance north of 
the Downing home, saw a man going through the 
cornfield across the road east from the Downing 
home, going diagonally southeast from where 
he went into the field. Footsteps were followed 
through the field this morning and found to have 
gone southeasterly to another road.

Mr. Downing was not known to have had 
an enemy of any kind. While having his pecu-
liarities, he made no enemies. Being a man of 
considerable means, he had loaned a great many 
people money, but he had never sued on any of 
it. In fact, he was too easy with money matters 
when it came to loans of this kind. About a year 
and a half ago, he was held up at his home by 
two men and they secured something like $72 
from him then. This was a larger amount than 
usual as he had just been paid $30 a short time 
before. He was a member of no church and he 
seldom left his home. It is said that he has some-
times been in the habit of taking a nap right af-
ter his noon chores were done, and yesterday it 
seemed to have been no exception. He had taken 
off his shoes and they were on the floor near the 
chair, on which also were his gloves.

Mr. Downing has lived on this farm for the 
past 55 years. He owns about 800 acres in Fay-
ette County and about the same amount in Min-
nesota.

The body was brought to the Hintz funeral 
home in Oelwein last night. The coroner will 
hold a more extended inquest this afternoon. 
Sheriff Nehring is at work on the case but re-
ports no definite clues have been found.

Correction
Jason Auel, who manages Sweet Marsh, the 

subject of last month’s column, has  a doctor-
ate degree in wildlife management from Iowa 
State University. 

Top photo, the Downing farm. Above, Ash-
ley Downing.
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Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor
Cell: (319) 269-5089

wendymohlis@gmail.com
300 S. State Street, Denver, IA

 
Born and raised in 

Bremer county!

Ready to find your new home?
 

 

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner

207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly

319-352-9129
info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com

www.bankfidelity.bank  |  800.403.8333

Adam
Schaufenbuel
Vice President, Waverly

Megan
Niewoehner

Loan O�cer, Oelwein

#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*
Top 50 Ag Lender in the Nation*

* Source: Top 100 Farm Lenders Ranked by Dollar Volume, FDIC, Data as of 4Q 2021.

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

GINGERICH
Roofi ng Solutions

Metal • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings
Siding • Pole Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
319.505.3938

1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd.
Hazleton, IA 50641

Connie Rochford, Broker
215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA

563-578-8899
www.towncountryhome.com

Agents:

Serving the needs of our communities matters!

Louie Hartman
319-239-0533

 Gary Guether 319-415-9874
 Christopher Tibbott 319-404-9435

Deadline for the July 26 Readlyn 
Chronicle is Thurs., July 13 at 5 PM

Email news to: readlynchronicle@gmail.com

Head Start Co-Teacher
Full-Time Position in Waverly
Head Start Lead Teacher  

Full-Time Position in Waverly 
 

           
 
 
 
 
Target Qualifications: 
BA Degree in Early Childhood Education or related field 
$20.63/hour - $23.88/hour 
 
Minimum Qualifications: 
AA Degree in Early Childhood Education or related field 
$20.00/hour - $23.15/hour 
 
For more details & to apply, visit www.neicac.org/job-openings  
Must be able to pass pre-employment physical,  
criminal background checks, and drug screen. EOE. 

WE ARE HIRING!  

APPLY  
NOW! 

 Great Benefits Including IPERS 
 NO Nights or Weekends 
 Generous Time Off 
 $1,000 Hiring Bonus after 30-days 

Head Start Co-Teacher  
Full-Time Position in Waverly 

 
           

 
 
 
 
Qualifications include: High School Diploma (or equivalent) +  
experience in preschool setting; must obtain CDA within 2 years  
 
The pay range for this position is: $15.84/hour – $18.33/hour.  
40 hours/week during the school year.  
 
For more details & to apply, visit www.neicac.org/job-openings  
 
Must be able to pass pre-employment physical,  
criminal background checks, and drug screen. EOE. 

WE ARE HIRING!  

APPLY  
NOW! 

 Great Benefits Including IPERS 
 NO Nights or Weekends 
 Generous Time Off 
 $1,000 Hiring Bonus after 30-days 

Community Memorial Hospital, Sumner, is accepting applications for a full-time

RN, LPN or Certified Medical 
Assistant (CMA)

in the CMH Medical Clinic. Apply on-line under UnityPoint’s job application at 
www.unitypoint.org, go under careers, click I agree to terms and conditions, 

click search for job openings, and look under location of Sumner, 
Position Code 2023-131749.  

The Hospital is also accepting applications for a

Full-time RN Position
This position is from 7pm-7am, 3-12 hour shifts and weekend rotation or will 
look at weekend package option. Offer full competitive benefit package and 
sign-on bonus.  Apply on-line at www.unitypoint.org and use position 

code 2023-131498.
CMH offers Big City Care, with Small Town Comfort. 
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News from Community Lutheran School

WE ARE GROWING!
Exciting things are happening at CLS and we need to hire more 
staff  for the 2023-2024 school year! We are looking to fi ll the three 
positions listed below.
1. Full-time 3rd-6th elementary teacher (Reading, Language Arts,    
    & Writing)
2. Full-time kindergarten teacher

3. Volunteer Music Teacher (Wednesdays from 12:30-3:00 pm)
Come join our awesome team of teachers!

Resumes and questions can be emailed to: 
offi  ce@communitylutheranschool.com

Readlyn Historical 
Society Museum

Sunday, August 20
4:00-6:00 PM

Ice Cream Sundaes

25¢ Donation
requested per serving.

Annual

Kindergarten through sixth grade celebrated the last Wildcat Wednesday for the year with Field Day activities! 
Thank you homeschool families for joining our CLS family and learning with us each week on Wildcat Wednesdays!

Kindergarten through sixth grade students celebrated the last 
day of school by swimming at the Tripoli swimming pool and 
a picnic at the park! Have a safe and fantastic summer break! 

We celebrated the 2022-2023 school year at our Fruit of the Spirit Awards Night! God 
bless our students, staff, and families! Have a blessed summer!

Mrs. Foster’s father-in-law, Wesley Foster, made this beautiful wooden walnut cross. 
The boys in the fourth through sixth grade stained and finished it. It will be proudly 
displayed in the Klinger campus hallway! Wesley Foster is 92 years old and attends 
St. Paul's Artesian church. Thank you for sharing your time and talents! We are truly 
blessed!

Together we worship our Lord Jesus Christ at our weekly 
chapel services! Thank you Pastor Ellingworth from St. John in 
Waverly for your leading us and teaching us God’s Word! 
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Jennifer Jaschen
Attorney At Law

4817 University Avenue, Suite D
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

jaschenlaw@outlook.com 
Phone: 319-553-3400

Specializing in: Real Estate, Estate 
Planning, Wills, Trusts, Estates, 

& Business Administration.

Readlyn Historical Society
Corner of Magill & Main Street

For tours, call:
319-279-3548 Ron or Judy

319-961-8379 Janet
641-330-8978 Judy

Attention: Coming in June - 2024 Calendar 
featuring Readlyn pictures - 120 years

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC

Three levels of care that are:
 –all on the same campus, under the same roof
 –adjacent to Community Memorial Hospital (UnityPoint Health)

Jeffrey F. Arians, CPA
Quality Accounting Services 

1002 Broadway Street 
Waterloo, IA 50703

319-234-2813 
www.qasiowa.com

Trusted Accounting 
Services

for Individuals & Businesses

www.kaisercorson.com
205 Highland Avenue, Readlyn, Iowa 50668 

(319) 279-3551

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA
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News from Wapsie Valley Elementary

131 Tower Street, Denver • 319-984-6191
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule your appointment in Denver today!

“OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS”
Robert R. Pipho, D.D.S. • Brendon T. Boerm, D.D.S.

Leader Night in the Valley. Thank you to 
all of the families and community members 
who came to support this event! 

Congratulations to our school librarian 
Leslie May! Leslie applied for a grant for 
our school library and was chosen to re-
ceive the grant. We are excited to see the 
changes and updates happening in our 
library! 

Sixth graders enjoyed a field trip to Tots Lake near Sweet 
Marsh outside of Tripoli.

Step 7 of The 7 Habit Tree is entitled “Sharpen the Saw.” Students used this step, subti-
tled “Balance Feels Best” to remember to take care of themselves.



Page 10 Readlyn Chronicle Wednesday, June 28, 2023

Create something that 
your future self will 
thank you for. 
Like prioritizing your 
financial goals. Putting 
together a financial plan 
and investment strategy 
today can help you achieve 
your dreams tomorrow. 
Let’s get started.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & 
Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des 
Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (8-21)

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

319-415-5989
davidmatthias.fbfsagents.com

Miss Readlyn 2023 Lily Swickerath is shown 
with her Leistikow grandparents.

Ron Hartman accepts 
the role of 2023 Grump!

Wapsie Valley 50th class reunion plans
The 50th reunion of the Wapsie Valley 

High School Class of 1973 will be held 
Saturday, September 9, 2023 from 4-6 
PM. Beer will be provided. You may dine 
before or after, or you may come for a beer 
and the conversation. 

Dinner is off the menu at Grumpy's Bar 
& Event Center (www.grumpysbaran-
deventcenter.com).You will be on your 
own for all other libations or beverages. 

It is an Iowa vs. Iowa State football day. 
Grumpy’s has lots of TVs. 

Please RSVP. We have no charge, but will 
need good numbers, so let me know, yay 
or nay, if you are attending: Larry Pavelec 
contact information: On Facebook: Wapsie 
Valley Class of 1973; Larry on Facebook 
Messenger, https://www.facebook.com/
larry.pavelec; Larry Text: 319-939-4968 or 
Larry’s email: pavpavelec@gmail.com.

See next month’s Chronicle for MORE Grump Days highlights!

Parade winners were, above left, first place float - Readlyn Gardeners; above right, second place 
float, Immanuel Church, Klinger; below left, third place float, Rainbow 4-H; below right, best golf cart, 
Poor Farm.

Readlyn Royalty — left to right: 2023 runner-up, Kaliya Lampe; 2022 Miss 
Readlyn, Sydney Matthias; 2023 Miss Congeniality, Matilda Miller; 2023 
Miss Readlyn, Lily Swickerath.

A new addition at this year’s Grump Days 
was the foam machine — a big hit!

There were long lines for face painting. Left to right: 
Jacqueline Faust, Landon Adams, Cheyenne Hayes, 
Maleena Sander.

Zion Lutherans offered walking tacos. Left to right: Ruth Wittenburg. Brenda Buenzow, 
Esther Bast, MaryLou Billhorn, Melanie and Karen Tiedt.

The world is so 
much better 
with you. If 
you’re having 
problems,  
let’s talk.

We are here for you 24/7.

yourlifeiowa.org
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Services:
Custom Welding

Power Equipment
Hydraulic Hoses

412 7th Street, Janesville
(319) 987-2801• Cell: (319) 230-7770

email: shop@stokeswelding.comwww.stokeswelding.com

David R. Wheeler
8234 E. Marquis Rd., Fairbank, IA 

(319) 230-1029

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage
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Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

1004 E. Bremer Ave.
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family

Fettkether
Fertilizer Co., LLC

Dunkerton, IA
319-404-0064

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

340 S. State St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5691

denverdrugandphoto.com

Caring For Our Family, One Loving Heart at a Time.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

Head Start Lead Teacher
Full-Time Position in Waverly

Head Start Lead Teacher  
Full-Time Position in Waverly 

 
           

 
 
 
 
Target Qualifications: 
BA Degree in Early Childhood Education or related field 
$20.63/hour - $23.88/hour 
 
Minimum Qualifications: 
AA Degree in Early Childhood Education or related field 
$20.00/hour - $23.15/hour 
 
For more details & to apply, visit www.neicac.org/job-openings  
Must be able to pass pre-employment physical,  
criminal background checks, and drug screen. EOE. 

WE ARE HIRING!  

APPLY  
NOW! 

 Great Benefits Including IPERS 
 NO Nights or Weekends 
 Generous Time Off 
 $1,000 Hiring Bonus after 30-days 

Head Start Lead Teacher  
Full-Time Position in Waverly 

 
           

 
 
 
 
Target Qualifications: 
BA Degree in Early Childhood Education or related field 
$20.63/hour - $23.88/hour 
 
Minimum Qualifications: 
AA Degree in Early Childhood Education or related field 
$20.00/hour - $23.15/hour 
 
For more details & to apply, visit www.neicac.org/job-openings  
Must be able to pass pre-employment physical,  
criminal background checks, and drug screen. EOE. 

WE ARE HIRING!  

APPLY  
NOW! 

 Great Benefits Including IPERS 
 NO Nights or Weekends 
 Generous Time Off 
 $1,000 Hiring Bonus after 30-days 

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.

VANDAELE 
INSURANCE, INC.

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467
Fairbank, IA 50629

319-635-2526
Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.
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"Catfishing"
ejohnston@mossyoakprostaff.com

As many of you know through the years 
of my articles, I love bass fishing and tour-
naments. And yes, that part of the sport of 
fishing makes my world go round through 
the open water season. But what many 
don’t know is I love to catch anything 
that swims, I absolutely love fishing for 
all species! One of my favorite species to 
fish growing up is catfishing. And it just 
so happens we have some great catfishing 
opportunities right in our backyard. This 
month, I'm going to talk about a fun, inex-
pensive species to fish 
for the catfish.

I still remember fol-
lowing my dad down 
an old dirt path along 
the Cedar River, the 
hot sun beating down 
and the grasshoppers 
jumping out of the dry 
grass as we made the 
long trek to our favor-
ite catfishing hole. It 
was always so excit-
ing for me, back then I 
only got to see my dad 
on the weekends and 
I would wait all week 
in excitement to get to 
go to Dad’s as I knew 
we would be catfishing all weekend. I was 
probably only nine or ten years old at the 
time and back then I'm sure Dad was just 
using this as a way to inexpensively get 
some fishing in when my family didn’t 
have a lot of money.  But what he probably 
didn’t realize at the time is he was creat-
ing some of my favorite memories fishing 
growing up. It was always so cool to me to 
ride to the local bait shop for catfish bait, 
I was always in awe at the large bait tanks 
full of all the different sizes of minnows, 
chubs, and crawdads. I loved the smell, 
and the sounds of the tank pumps as we 
visited the store for our bait of choice for 
day. It was my wildest dream to one day 
be involved with that shop. That shop is 
Hanks Live Bait and Tackle and now cur-
rently one of my biggest sponsors on the 
tournament scene. It’s funny how things 
work out sometimes. Anyway, back to fol-
lowing dad down that path, as I said, it was 
usually hot and it was all my little arms 
could handle carrying the bucket of chubs 

and our gear down the path. Dad and I had 
kind of “built" our favorite fishing hole. 
There was naturally a rocky  point that 
had created a current break, but we add-
ed to it. We carried rocks and piled them 
further out into the water creating an even 
bigger current break and a deep hole in the 
water  where catfish like to live. On the 
bank, we found a bunch of bricks and built 
a makeshift fireplace. A lot of our fishing 
would go well into the night and a small 
fire was a neccesity as we would usually 
bring some hotdogs or a can of beans for 
a snack while fishing.  If I recall correctly, 

that’s even where I 
got share a sip or two 
of dads Old Milwau-
kee "when I ran out 
of pop" sitting side 
by side on the river-
bank. Insert winking 
emoji face here. We 
would sit there for 
hours with two poles 
each propped up on 
sticks with a different 
bait on each rod. Dad 
taught me at the time 
how to target the two 
different catfish spe-
cies in the Cedar. If 
you targeted channel catfish we general-
ly used dead chubs or stinkbait and if we 
were after flathead catfish we needed to 
use live chubs, as flatheads would only 
bite live bait. We both became obsessed 
with catching a big flathead. Our goal was 
always to break that twenty pound mark, 

and I still remember the night we did. We 
were in our usual spot and it had been a 
slow evening with only a few fish caught. 

Dad had decided that he 
wanted to try some bigger 
bait and had thrown a night-
crawler out on the bottom to 
try to catch a sucker or carp 
to have that bigger bait. 
He had casted out a small 
spinning rod to do this and 
propped it up. We put some 
hot dogs on the fire and 
heard the drag on that little 
rod take off! Dad grabbed 
the rod and the fight was 
on. What had been put out 
to catch bait was now the 
tool to get our elusive twen-
ty pounder in! The drag on 
that little reel was scream-
ing and we both feared it 

would run out of line, dad expertly took 
his time and the fight lasted at least twen-
ty minutes. As the giant flathead started to 
tire out, Dad handed me the rod and wad-
ed into the water and grabbed the fish and 
threw it up on the bank! We high-fived and 
hugged over that fish. We had achieved a 

goal and as long ago as that was, I still re-
member every detail. 

It’s very easy to get into catfishing, and 
as I said earlier our local Wapsi River and 
Cedar are absolutely full of them. To get 
started I recommend a rod at least 6' 6" 
and no lighter than medium heavy action. 
I prefer heavy as catfish fight hard! I like 
to use no lighter than 20 lb. test line and 
you can use either spinning or casting 
reels, whichever you prefer. For a bait set-
up use a heavy barrel sinker with a split-
shot behind it as a sinker stop. Stop the 
sinker at least a foot and a half above the 
hook to let the bait  float up off the bottom. 
Baits of choice are chubs, nightcrawlers, 
crawdads, chicken liver, or stinkbait. 
Stinkbait can be purchased in jars and 
use a sponge or stinkbait holder on a tre-
ble hook. If you use chicken liver, I like 
a treble hook for that as well, as it holds 
the liver better than a standard hook. For 

all the other baits I like to use a 
1/0 widegap hook. Cast your  baits 
along current breaks that create 
slack water behind them. I like to 
cast right where the current meets 
the slack water. Dead trees in the 
water are great places for catfish to 
hide as they create current breaks 
and deeper water. There are many 
great accesses nearby to start find-
ing these type of areas for catfish. 
A good place to start is with an 
Iowa sportsman’s atlas and gener-
ally wherever there’s a public area 
along the river, you will find good 
catfishing. Or simply take a family 
drive along the river and you can 
find great areas to start. When cat-

fishing, bring the kids along as it’s a very 
relaxing way to fish throwing your bait out 
on the bottom and relaxing along the river. 
Bring snacks and you'll more than likely 
make some great memories just as I did 
all those years ago. Until next time, GET 
OUTDOORS!

Being prepared with the right
insurance for your
farm and crop matters.

Call us to talk to one of our experienced
AgriBusiness Advisors today at 319.483.4854 or
visit our website at acceladvantage.com.

ReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlyn
OutdoorsOutdoorsOutdoors

By: Eric Johnston
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Readlyn Area Housing
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

For More Information Contact
KarTay Apartment Management 319-334-7110

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider.

62 years of age or older, handicapped/disabled regardless of age
• Very Low or Low-Income Families • One or Two Bedrooms - Ground Level 

• Stove & Refrigerator Furnished • Laundry Facilities On Site
• All Electric Units with Thermostat in Each Room
• Ample Closet Space  • Rent Based on Income

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell  319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

Wapsie Valley School Board Meetings - May 9 and May 15, 2023
May 9, 2023 Special School Board Meeting

Pledge of Allegiance
1. President Wolfe called the Special Meeting of the 

Board to order at 5:36 PM. No changes to the agenda
A. Directors: Auel, Sauerbrei, Wolfe, & Van Daele - Aiel-

lo (excused) B. Superintendent Hoover
C. Others: None
2. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Van Daele to ap-

prove the agenda as presented. Motion carried 4-0
3. No public comment
4. Contracts: Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel 

to approve the 23-24 Teaching & Support Staff contracts as 
presented Motion carried 4-0

5. Board Talking Points - Jeannie asked Mr. Hoover to 
explain the change in the law for TLC monies and to investi-
gate how some could be utilized differently.

6. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Van Daele to go 
into closed session at 5:46 PM Roll Call-Auel, Sauerbrei, 
Wolfe,

& Van Daele - All AYES Closed session 21.5(e) To dis-
cuss whether to conduct a hearing or to conduct hearings to 
suspend or expel a student, unless an open session is re-
quested by the student or a parent or guardian of the student 
if the student is a minor. Exited closed session at 5:53 PM

7. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Van Daele to ad-
journ at 5:54 PM. Motion carried 4-0 

Submitted by Superintendent Chris Hoover
Regular Meeting

May 15, 2023
 1. President Wolfe called the Regular Meeting of the 

Board to order at 6:30 PM
A. Directors: Aiello, Auel, Sauerbrei, Wolfe, & Van 

Daele. Declare a quorum.
B. Superintendent Hoover, Board Secretary Arndt, Prin-

cipals: Murphy, Hurley, & Forsyth
C. Others Present: Alicia Hesse, Brenda, Matt, Jake, & 

Silas Coffin, Vaughn Gross, & Kaleah Belinsky
2. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello to approve 

the agenda as presented. Motion carried 5-0
3. Public Comment: Vaughn Gross - The Behavioral 

room will help out at the JH/HS. Robotics had good feed-
back with Sharpen the Saw activities.

4. Spotlight on Education: Jake, Silas, & Kaleah pre-
sented their favorite activity stations at Sharpen the Saw ac-
tivity day. Everyone had a great time. Alicia Hesse presented 
a slideshow on Sharpen the Saw activities.

5. Consent Items: Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by 
Auel to approve the consent items including the bills being 
reviewed by Van Daele with no open enrollments as pre-
sented. Motion carried 5-0

6. Communication & Reports: Board: Logan Rochette 
had an impressive showing at archery State and Nationals.

The assassin game should not be coming into the 
school buildings. Graduation went well. Any students should 
be in good standing academically in order to participate in 
field trips. Students that have behavioral issues are not al-
lowed to participate.

7. Superintendent Hoover: Report included Board Ap-
preciation, boiler inspection, Readlyn geothermal, Rural #3, 
Legislative updates, General obligation & Sales Tax bond 
elections, PERL, Budget & Levy certification date, & New 
budget process.

District: Report included Professional Development 
updates

Principal Hurley: Report included Leader In Me, FB-
PTO, PK-6th grade spring concert, 6th-grade guided tour 
at the HS, Kindergarten round-up, 3rd-6th grade ISASP 
testing, JH/HS service learning project at FB,scussed PD, 
Leader In Me, Report Cards, ISASP & Spring Maps testing, 
& activities within the building.

Principal Forsyth: Report included EWALU trip, great 
music concert, 6th-grade tour at HS, Kindergarten round-
up, Earth Day activities, Ms May received a $500 grant from 
KWWL, & ISASP testing.

Principal Murphy: Report included Professional goal 
conversations, Mental Health month, 8th-grade and JH 
Band trip to Adventureland, Run, Hide, Fight, Final day with 
Seniors, & Activity Updates

8. Personnel-Resignation: Moved by Sauerbrei, 
Seconded by Aiello to approve the resignations of Cole 

Mather-JH/Baseball Coach, Kristen Dvorak-Special Educa-
tion Associate, & Jayme Hurley-Fairbank Principal effective 
6-30-2023 and thank them for their service to the students 
and staff at WV as presented. Motion carried 5-0.

9. Contracts: Moved by Sauerbrei, seconded by Aiel-
lo to approve the 23-24 Sponsorship/Coaching Contracts, 
Bockholt, Amanda-Fairbank/Readlyn Facebook & Website 
Sponsor Base 2/Year 5 $1,348.00, Foster, Duane Strength 
& Conditioning Coach Base 1/Year 3 $2,105.50, Fyfe, Ab-
igail 7-12 Vocal Sponsorship Base 1/Year 4 $2,857.00, & 
Musical Director Sponsorship Base 1/Year 4 $1,504.00, 
Gross, Jennifer Co-Prom Sponsor Base 1/Year 2 $977.50 
Gross, Vaughn Website Base 2/Year 5 $674.00, & Robotics 
Coach Base 3/Year 12 $3,298.00, Harter, Jennifer Co-Stu-
dent Council Base 1/Year 1 $977.50, & Harter, Jennifer Fall 
Cheerleading Sponsor Base 1/Year 1 $1,504.00, Merdinger, 
Jennifer JH Student Council Base 1/Year 3 $602.00, Nitz, 
Katelyn Honor Society Sponsor Base 1/Year 3 $752.00, & 
Co-Prom Sponsor Base 1/Year 2 $977.50, Redden, Emily 
HS Marching Band Sponsor Base 1/ Year 4 $3,068.00, Sit-
tig, Zane Co-Student Council Base 1/Year 1 $977.50, We-
ber, Chase Strength & Conditioning Coach Base 1/Year 2 
$2,105.50, Weepie, Kim Play/Musical Sponsor Base 1/Year 
1 $1,504.00, Wiersma, Gina Silver Cord Sponsor Base 3/
Year 13 $1,042.00, and Tom Joecken-JH Baseball - Base 4/
Year 11 - $2,240 as presented. Motion carried. 5-0

10. New Business: Moved by Van Daele, Seconded by 
Aiello to approve a 4% increase for the Business Manager, 
Director of Maintenance, and Human Resources Director ef-
fective July 1, 2023 as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to approve the 
23-24, 50% WV, 50% Dunkerton Sharing Agreement with 
Dunkerton for the Elementary Counselor ($40,773) and 
Teacher/Librarian ($13,238)- 20% WV, 20% West Central, 
and 40% Dunkerton as presented. Motion carried 5-0 WV 
will receive approximately $14,848 in operational sharing 
dollars for each of these positions to offset these costs.

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Aiello to approve the 
Sharing Agreements with Central Rivers for FY24 Curric-
ulum Director, $25,216 (20%) Special Education Direc-
tor, $48,009.60 (50%) Work Based Learning Coordinator, 

$22,031.20 (20%) & Multi-Occupations Coordinator (MOC) 
$22,668.80 (20%) as presented. Motion carried 5-0 WV will 
receive approximately $59,392 of operational sharing funds 
to offset these costs.

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Auel to approve the 23-
24 transportation agreement as presented. Motion carried. 
5-0

Rural 3-Would like to wait a year to make any decisions 
on the rural 3 building as we are hoping the enrollment will 
increase in coming years.

11. Board Talking Points - Jerry-let’s not lose sight of a 
six lane track

12. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello to go into 
closed session at 7:34 PM Roll call-ALL AYES Principal in-
crease- Closed session 21.5 (i) To evaluate the professional 
competency of an individual whose appointment, hiring, per-
formance, or discharge is being considered when necessary 
to prevent needless and irreparable injury to that individual’s 
reputation and that individual requests a closed session. Out 
of closed session at 8:04

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello to into closed 
session at 8:05 PM Roll call-ALL AYES Principal increase- 
Closed session 21.5 (i) To evaluate the professional com-
petency of an individual whose appointment, hiring, perfor-
mance, or discharge is being considered when necessary to 
prevent needless and irreparable injury to that individual’s 
reputation and that individual requests a closed session. Out 
of closed session at 8:21

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Sauserbrei to into closed 
session at 8:22 PM Roll call-ALL AYES Superintendent eval-
uation- Closed session 21.5 (i) To evaluate the professional 
competency of an individual whose appointment, hiring, per-
formance, or discharge is being considered when necessary 
to prevent needless and irreparable injury to that individual’s 
reputation and that individual requests a closed session. Out 
of closed session at 9:00.

13. Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Sauerbrei to table 
Principals and Superintendent increases as presented. Mo-
tion carried 5-0

14. Moved Van Daele, Seconded by Sauerbrei to ad-
journ at 9:21 as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Struggling?
Call, text, or chat with us. 

We’re here to talk 24/7.

CALL (855) 581-8111 
TEXT (855) 895-8398 
CHAT yourlifeiowa.org
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Ag Resources
Bayer Crop Science 

David R. Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Farmers Co-op 
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Advanced Realtors®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Jennifer Jaschen - Attorneys at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
jaschenlaw@outlook.com

(319) 553-3400

Fischels Residential Group
Joe Leehey, Residential Broker

(319) 415-7349
 joe@� schelsgroup.com
www.� schelsgroup.com

3510 Kimball Ave. Ste. H, Waterloo, IA 
50702 • Tel: (319) 234-5000 

Re/Max Alliance
Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor

319-269-5089
300 S. State St., Denver
wendymohlis@gmail.com

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

hartmanlouie@gmail.com
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

O�  ce 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319.352.3917

Gingerich Roofi ng Solutions
1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton 

319-505-3938

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Denver Family Dental
131 Tower St., Denver

319-984-6191

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

Fidelity Bank & Trust
Adam Schaufenbuel  Waverly 

319-483-1001
Megan Niewoehner   Oelwein 

319-283-2524

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340

www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Quality Accounting Services
1002 Broadway St., Waterloo

(319) 234-2813 www.qasiowa.com

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

American Savings Bank-Tripoli
312 S. Main St. • (319) 882-4279

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Security State Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Food and
Restaurants
Grumpy’s Bar & Event Center

Main Street, Readlyn, IA

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plain� eld 

(319) 275-4528

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
O�  ce: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035
The Accel Group

Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver
(800) 369-3525

www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090
VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery

Tiedt Nursery 
(319) 404-9133

Ask for Zach Kuhlmann or Matt Wells
www.wellshollowlandscaping.com

Wells Hollow Landscaping
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave. 
(319) 279-3363

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. 
 (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses
CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC

Owner:  Darrin Siefken 
107 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-9129

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft

Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA 

(319) 635-2311 (888) 282-9992 
www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

CHRONICLE
 Sponsorship
DIRECTORY

Friends of the 
Chronicle

Community Lutheran School
Mike & Sue Kircho� 

DA Acres - Leistikow Family
Wapsie Farm Partnership

Randy Abbas
Readlyn Senior Citizens

You can become a 
Friend of the Chronicle! 

Call RON LEISTIKOW for details!
 (319) 279-3548
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Lori Beierschmitt
Broker/Owner

Cell: 319-238-1700

ADVANCED, REALTORS®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Bonnie Schulz Bender
Broker/Assoc.

319-269-9591

REALTOR.COM       REALTOR.COM       REALTOR.COM 

213 5th Ave. S.W., Oelwein  
Updated 1 ½ Story, 2 Bdrm, 1.5 bath,Main-

flr laundry, Newer Furnace, c/air,
Newer Windows,  1 ½ car det gar.

$89,500!

NEW
PRICE!

NEW KITCHEN & MAIN FLOOR BATH, 
Main floor laundry, 4 bedrms, Machine Shed, 

long lane, Selling “AS IS”.Call for more 
information or your private showing.

NEW 
ACREAGE 
LISTING

2745 270th St., Winthrop
(by Quasqueton)

726 8th Ave. N.E., Oelwein  
Immaculate and loved ranch, 3-4 bed-
rooms, 2.5 baths, walk-out basement, 

2 car att. garage, gas F/P, LL family room, 
neutral colors, edge of town.

Just
Listed!

900 5th St. S.E., Oelwein  
Updated larger 2 story, 4 bedrooms, 

2.5 baths, huge main floor family room,
 2 car gar., sun room addition, 

fenced in landscaped corner lot

Just
Listed!

311 E. 2nd St., Sumner  
Dutch Colonial 1 1/2 story offers larger rooms, 
3 large bedrooms & 1 full bath up, 3/4 bath & 

laundry on main floor, wood 
floors, elec. f/p, full base-

ment, 1+ det. garage.
Priced to Sell!

$145,000

19998 180th St., Sumner  
4 bedroom, 2 baths, main floor laundry, wood floors, 

wood burner, 2+ det. gar. (24’x36’), metal bldg. 
(18’x30’ blt 2011), Country Living on .64/acre m/l.

OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, June 27 • 5 - 7 PM

New Price 
$145,000

New Price 
$275,000!!

Deadline for the July 26 Readlyn Chronicle  
is Thurs., July 13 at 5 PM

Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Philip Giradin

Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s  
Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Sunday services 10:00 AM

Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Philip Giradin

Divine Service 8:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Study, Sun., 7 p.m.

Mary-Martha Circle 
1st Wednesday 7 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Sunday Services 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:05 - 9:45 a.m.
Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday

Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.


