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Immanuel-Klinger 150th 
Anniversary Sunday, Aug. 6!
Immanuel Lutheran will celebrate their 150th Anniversary on Sun-

day, August 6 with Rev. Lawrence Schmidt as guest speaker.
The theme is 'Rejoicing,' and celebration for where we are.  The 10 

a.m. service will include special music with a catered meal following.
Short video messages from former pastors will be shown and CLS 

classrooms will be open for confirmation reunions.
Please RSVP to the church secretary at ImmanuelStPaul@gmail.

com no later than July 25.
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Of all the blessings that God has given, there's one that stands alone,  
it's the Klinger Church in Bremer County, the one we call our own.
Immanuel is the given name that our forefathers did bestow,  
and it's the simple things that make our congregation glow.
Like the cross you can see for miles around, but no matter how far you roam, 
it's knowing that when you come back, there's a home away from home.
It's the bell that rings up in the tower proclaiming loud and clear,  
that our strength is in the Lord above, and that we worship here.
It's the beautiful stained glass windows and doors that open wide,  
to welcome each and everyone to come with us inside.
And with flowers on the altar, giving praise and glory above,  
because of a celebration or perhaps in memory of.
Yes, the beauty of our country church is told from far and near,
but it's the sheep of our little flock that the Shepherd leadeth here.
Like the baby in its mother's arms, that she holds so gentle and kind,  
or the stately widow in silent prayer, with her loved one on her mind.
It's the farmer with his family giving thanks for the sun that morn,  
or maybe for the rain last night that helped him grow his corn.
It's the studious eighth grade confirmands, in their robes of pearly white,  
each chosen with the honors of being our acolyte.
And as the organist plays our favorite hymns, the people's voices sing,  
of praise in perfect harmony to the Lord our God and King.
And to complete our worship service, and to answer his Master's call,  
is the Pastor in the pulpit who's there to lead us all.
But when this world is changing fast, and things seem troublesome, 
We remember: "O God Our Help in Ages Past, Our Hope for Years to Come."
And thank God for all our blessings, but especially for our Savior, 
and those who attend our Lutheran Church, our own Immanuel - Klinger.
Adopted from "135th Anniversary  Poem" by Tom Wolfrum, 1988. St. Stephen's Lutheran Church, 
Defiance, Ohio. Text included from lyricist Isaac Watts. Adaptations and editions made by Gabriel 
Matthias, March 26, 2023.

The attractive pond is maintained by Eric 
and decorated by Bonnie. They even have 
a resident toad (at left)!

Bonnie delights in sharing s’mores among other 
treats with family and neighbors at the fire pit.

Thirty varieties of hostas adorn different flower beds.

Many of you probably recognize Erickson’s attractive 
porch as you enter Readlyn. It’s always a big decision 
which flowers will be chosen for the hanging pots.

The berm on the side of the property.

Just one of the many bouquets 
Bonnie creates using flowers 
from her flower beds.

These massive trees border the north edge 
of the Erickson’s property. The walnut tree in 
the middle was 10” tall when they bought the 
property 53 years ago. 

Gardens include eleven different col-
ored irises. 

Bonnie and Eric Erickson relax on their 
backyard patio that was once the floor 
of a three-car garage. Since this area 
affords a place to enjoy the view of their 
yard, they prepare and consume many 
meals here.

150th Anniversary Poem
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Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Lily Schwickerath

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Ron Hartman, 2023 Grump

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

Deadline for the Aug. 30 Chronicle is 
Thurs., Aug. 17 at 5 PM

Send news to ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

Farmers Cooperative Company
Readlyn: 319-279-3396

Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F

SHOP
LOCAL!

Stop in 
today!

We carry food for: 
Rabbits, Cats, Dogs, Chickens, Sheep, Horses & More

Softener Salt: 
Delivery in town to those needing assistance

Cedar & Pine Chips
Bird Seed • Grass Seed • Lawn Fertilizer

Bagged Shell Corn

Jeffrey F. Arians, CPA
Quality Accounting Services 

1002 Broadway Street 
Waterloo, IA 50703

319-234-2813 
www.qasiowa.com

Trusted Accounting 
Services

for Individuals & Businesses

This is your 2023 Grump. Wow, I 
thought Grump Days were fantastic. Great 
candidate program, ball games, topped off 
with fireworks on Friday. On Saturday 
the parade was awesome, and we packed 
the park with lots of things for kids to do, 
good food choices, card games, and great 
entertainment at Grumpy’s. A round of ap-
plause for the Readlyn Community Club.  
Thank you to all those who pitched in.  
We can always use more new members 
and you are welcome anytime. New peo-
ple=new ideas.

We went on a trip to Hawaii in May to 
attend our son’s Navy retirement cere-
mony at the Oahu Pearl Harbor/Hickman 

Base. The Pearl Harbor Memorial is real-
ly touching when you are standing there 
and reading how everything happened.  
We also did some tourist things and had 
beach time, leaving early in the morning 
before the crowds hit. The 2017 Grump 
went with me. She didn’t enjoy the 8-hour 
flight AT ALL. 

After getting back from Hawaii, we 
went to Florida for 10 days. Came home 
and pitched right in with Grump Days on 
June 15. Now, we are just trying to rest up.  

To make this Grump happy, mow your 
lawn, trim your trees, and smile/wave 
when someone goes by.

Your 2023 Grump, Ron Hartman

Hello Readlyn Community,
My name is Lily Schwickerath and I am 

your 2023 Miss Readlyn. I am proud to 
call Dean Schwickerath and Jill Schwic-
kerath my parents. I am also fortunate 
to have grandparents, LaVerne and Judy 
Leistikow, and great-grandparents, De-
lores and former Grump Harold Meier, 
also call Readlyn home. 

I will be a senior at Wapsie Valley High 
School this coming fall. I am heavily in-
volved in FFA, Waterloo United Swim 
Team, Choir, Musicals, National Honor 
Society, and I also volunteer for Vacation 
Bible School at Zion. 

I truly enjoyed the experience of run-
ning for Miss Readlyn and wish to thank 
the Community Club for putting on such 
a memorable event. I look forward to 
the opportunity of representing Readlyn 
at this year's Bremer County Fair Queen 
Competition. 

Last, but certainly not least, I would also 
like to give a big thank you to my sponsor, 
Kevin and Deanne Leistikow of L & L Ag 
Repair, for their support throughout the 
competition. 

I look forward to being your Miss Read-
lyn this year!

Miss Readlyn Lily Schwickerath is shown 
with her sponsors, Kevin and Deanne 
Leistikow, from L & L Ag Repair. 
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Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main Street - P.O. Box 40
Readlyn, IA 50668-0040
319-279-3321
Website: www.readlynsavingsbank.com
Email: info@readlynsavingsbank.com

American Savings Bank
a location of Readlyn Savings Bank

312 S. Main Street - P.O. Box 909
Tripoli, IA 50676-0909

319-882-4279 or
800-853-4294

RSB ~ Taking Good Care of You! ~ Since 1904 ASB ~ � e Spirit of American Banking ~ Since 1899

Congratulations, 
Steve!

A� er a wonderful 35-year career in banking, including 23 years at 
American Savings Bank, Steve Edeker has announced he is retiring. 
� e Bank invites everyone to join us for refreshments at our 
Tripoli location on his � nal day to say thank you & farewell 
as Steve enters this next, well-earned phase of his life to 
spend more time with his family on the farm.

Steve Edeker’s 
Retirement Open House

American Savings Bank 
 Tripoli location of RSB

Friday, August 11, 2023 - 9 am-3 pm

Grump Days Schafkopf tourney results
The results for the Schafkopf tourna-

ment, held during Grump Days, are as 
follows:

1ST place- Deanne Leistikow $12.85

2ND place- Keith Brunscheon $9.10
Tie for 3RD & 4TH place- Danny Brun-

scheon $9.00; Austin Matthias $9.00

50th Anniversary
Lowell and Debra (Zander) Kuecker of 

Readlyn are celebrating their 50th wed-
ding anniversary Saturday, August 26, 
2023. The celebration is at Grumpy's Bar 
& Grill in Readlyn, Iowa.  Social hour is 
at 7 pm with a dance following at 8 pm.

They were married on September 1, 
1973, at Grace Lutheran Church in Trip-
oli, Iowa.

Lowell is retired from teaching but 
still substitutes. Debra is also retired. The 
couple have two children, Jessica (Peter) 
Grotjohn of Eagen, Minnesota and Zach 
(Karly) Kuecker  of Denver, Iowa. They 
also have four grandchildren, Riley and 
Carson Grotjohn, and Saylor and Ames 
Kuecker.

Their celebration is open to the public. 
The couple requests no gifts.

Lowell and Debra Kuecker

60th Anniversary
What started with a knock at the door 

and Wilda saying, “My brother's not 
home,” to a little  chit-chat, followed by 
Charlie responding with,  “Hey, how about 
I take you to a dance tomorrow night?” 
has led to 60 years of marriage. Their love 
continues to grow with a steady rhythm.   
Without missing a beat, they show what 
they mean to each other. This is something 
worth celebrating!

An afternoon gathering will be held at 
Grumpy’s Bar and Event Center in Read-
lyn, IA. 

When: Sunday, July 30 from 1:00-4:30 
p.m.

Why: So you can see where their jour-
ney  in their God-blessed life has taken 
them.

Refreshments of coffee, punch, and 
cake will be provided. The event will be 
hosted by their children and spouses: Brad 
& Mary Ellen (St. Mary’s, GA), Barb & 
Michael (Grundy Center, IA), Colleen 
& Doug (La Vernia, TX), Laura & John 
(Raleigh, NC), Adam & Lynae (Made-
lia, MN), and Amanda & Noel (Burbank, 
IL). Charlie and Wilda share their love 
with 6 children, 20 grandchildren, and 15 
great-grandchildren.

Please stop by.

Charles & Wilda Albrecht
Married Aug. 2, 1963

Readlyn’s Annual 
Golf Cart Ride

Mark your calendar!! The Annual Es-
ther Wittenburg Memorial Golf Cart Ride 
will be Saturday, September 16, 1:30 - 
4:00 pm with rain date Sunday, September 

17. As usual, 
golf carts 
only will 
ride round 
trip on the 
bike trail 
from Read-
lyn to Kill-
deer where a 
port-a-potty, 

water, and small treats will be available. 
Esther’s family has kindly donated mon-
ey to cover the cart rental from Rudy’s in 
Denver. 

To reserve a golf cart, please contact Pat 
Wehr: cell 319-415-2001 or email wehr@
rtc279.com by Saturday, September 9. 
Owners of private golf carts are invited to 
join us; no reservation necessary.

The day of the ride, please meet at the 
TruServe parking lot by 1:15 pm. to sign 
waivers. A good time will be had by all!

Readlyn now has a lending library! Said Shari Anderson, “I have wanted to set one of 
these up ever since I heard of them many years ago, but, living on an acreage before mov-
ing here, it wasn’t possible. I appreciate all the positive comments, compliments and en-
couragement from everyone!” The library and bench are located on the corner of Malone 
and 4th Street West. Shown above is the library (right) and Joe and Shari Anderson, left.
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Tripoli Nursing & Rehab is a non-profit  
28 licensed bed long-term care setting certified 
by Medicare and Medicaid.  We are committed 

to providing excellent care and support to 
residents, families, the community and our 

employees.  We provide skilled nursing, 
rehabilitative therapy services, continuous 

nursing care, social services and activity 
programs designed to meet various types  

of individual needs.  
Independently Owned & Operated

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd Street SW, Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-4269
trnuhome@butler-bremer.com

University of Iowa honors spring 
2023 graduates

The University of Iowa awarded more 
than 6,500 undergraduate, graduate, and 
professional degrees at the close of the 
spring 2023 semester. Students are listed 
by hometown, major, degree and academ-
ic distinction. Area students include:

READLYN: Cassidy Brunscheon, Busi-
ness Analytics and Information Systems, 
Bachelor of Business Administration, 
High Distinction; and Marketing, Bache-
lor of Business Administration, High Dis-
tinction

FAIRBANK: Emma Barnes, English 
and Creative Writing, Bachelor of Arts; 
Aubrey Stacey, Radiation Sciences, Bach-
elor of Science

College News
Erickson’s hybrid variegated fern.

Erickson’s path always includes sweet-smelling alyssum. 

August YARD of the MONTH
August Yard of the Month winners 

are Bonnie and Al (Eric) Erickson, 
421 Lobeck. When they moved into 
their house, there were no trees except 
for three large trees that are as old as 
Readlyn. The house has gone through 
many changes. It started as an apart-
ment building which has housed many 
different families including Werners, 
Berryhills, and Thurms. 

The yard, too, has gone through 
many transformations. Viewing their 
yard, it is easy to see that Bonnie is 
a talented florist who knows how to 
plant flowers and plants with different 
blooming seasons so that her yard is 
always adorned with a variety of color. 
Another one of her specialties is know-
ing when to prune flowers and even 

trees. Not only does she hone her skills 
creating her own amazing flower beds, 
she is the lady instrumental in design-
ing the gardens throughout town. She 
is often contacted by garden clubs in 
other towns who seek her advice. As 
an added bonus, Bonnie generously 
shares her skills with any member of 
the Readlyn Gardeners. Care to join 
Readlyn’s Gardeners to benefit from 
her expertise? Contact her @ 314-703-
1609.

Bonnie states, “It is a privilege to 
enjoy the beautiful yards in Readlyn as 
a part of being a Readlyn Gardener.” 
She would like to thank Mayor Dan 
Weidemeier, owner of Weeds on Fire, 
for his inspiration in creating the Yard 
of the Month project. 
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Readlyn, Long Ago
Compiled by Bob Thran Editor’s Note: Read the Chronicle, including “Readlyn, Long Ago,” online at: https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

THURSDAY, June 29, 1970– Don Fauser 
heard that there would be something big hap-
pening in Wadena. Out of curiosity, Don and 
Dorothy, Gerda and I drove to Wadena Thurs-
day and spent time at the Chaparral Supper 
Club. We got there at about 8:00 and ordered 
something to eat and drink. We hung around 
listening to the many rumors as to what might 
be happening. We learned that there would be 
a music program of some kind. Around 10:30 
the owner of the supper club received a phone 
call warning him that a group of Hell’s Angels 
on their motorcycles passed through Oelwein. 
They were headed for Wadena. INSTANT 
PANIC! Within 1 minute we were out of there, 
headed back to Elgin. The owner turned out the 
lights, locked the door and fled the scene. I saw 
no Hell’s Angel emblems at the rockfest. We 
were the victims of a cruel joke. Hilarious, now. 

 FRIDAY, June 30.—- The Wadena Rock 
Fest was underway. People began arriving by 
the thousands. Pastor Denny Brake, Elgin Lu-
theran Church called to discuss our attending 
the rockfest. People in Elgin wanted nothing 
to do with what was happening in Wadena. We 
decided to go. We had no fear of repercussions 
of our attending.

SATURDAY, July 1 —- Mrs. Brake dropped 
off Pastor Brake, Harold Halverson, his brother 
and me at the gate. We paid $15 each to enter. 
We were completely out of our element among 
the young hippies. We were walking along, in 
our long pants, carrying our coolers and sleep-
ing bags, when I heard one of the hippies yell. 
“Hey, you guys, you going fishing?” We obvi-
ously stood out in the crowd. We picked out a 
spot, left our coolers, rolled out our sleeping 
bags on the grass, then headed to an area closer 
to the stage. We sat on the grass, and for the next 
13 hours, listened to the music.

 SUNDAY, July 2—-It was prearranged that 
Mrs. Brake meet pastor Brake at the entrance at 
7:00 a.m. He conducted his usual Sunday ser-
vices and returned about 1:00 p.m. Around 5:00 

we were on our way back to Elgin.
MONDAY, July 3 —Leo Lehman and I spent 

time in the Wadena area. There were a few 
stragglers. We saw hundreds of garbage bags 
lying in the area. Those in attendance were re-
quested to clean their area, placing the refuse 
into the available garbage bags. People com-
plied with the request. Souvenir hunters came 
later, ripping the bags open, dumping the con-
tents, looking for souvenirs

 Observations As A Participant
 Thousands of young people had gathered 

at Wadena. They definitely followed Governor 
Robert Ray's advice to enjoy themselves. He 
withdrew all law enforcement. A wise decision. 
I saw no incidents, no fights, nothing stolen, 
only young people living in harmony, enjoying 
themselves. I had never been in a group, before 
or since where the participants were as kind, 
courteous and pleasant. We four were readily 
accepted. No hassling!

 Laws were not obeyed. Drugs were openly 
used. Some of those there were mellowed out 
from using drugs. Beer and wine were readily 
available. The alcohol of choice was Ripple, 
an inexpensive wine favored by young people. 
Drugs were available to purchase. Homemade 
signs on cardboard stated the price. The only 
drugs I recognized from the ten or more dis-

played were LSD and marijuana or pot, now 
mostly referred to as weed. 

 I saw no open sex. A few went skinny-dip-
ping in the Volga River. Attractive younger 
women who were proud of their bodies went 
into the water nude and also posed for pictures. 
No older or fat people sought the Volga River in 
the nude for relief from the 90 plus heat. I did 
not bring a camera. I feared that people might 
object violently. I knew that illegal behavior 
would be present and did want my photos to be 
used as evidence. 

 Some of the music was enjoyable, some was 
hard rock. All were loud. Many acts were well 
known. Buffie Sainte-Marie, a Canadian Cree 
Indian, was my favorite. The music could be 
heard miles away and affected chickens laying 
eggs and cows giving milk.

 Sitting on the grass next to us were two 
young girls from Monona. I visited with them. 
Pastor Brake visited with the girls at length. 
They appeared to be 12 to 14 years old. My 
thought was: Why would parents allow their 
children to attend the rockfest all alone? Later, 
Pastor Brake and I had our lives affected by one 
of these young girls. 

The rockfest was well organized bringing in 
the groups, many by helicopter from airports in 
the area. Buffy Sainte-Marie was flown to the 
Oelwein airport by private plane, then by heli-
copter to Wadena. The logistics were challenging, 
coordinating the arrival time of the many groups.

 We sat listening to the music. There was a 
few minute interval whenever acts changed. 
It was announced that the music would end at 
4:00 a.m. At four in the morning a glimmering 
light could be seen to the east. I was overjoyed 
that 4:00 a.m had arrived. Needless to say, I 
was tired. However, the crowd yelled MORE, 
MORE, and the music continued for a short 
time. We returned to our sleeping bags. It was 
daylight. I made a stupid blunder. I unrolled my 
sleeping bag. It was wet from the heavy dew. I 
crawled into my sleeping bag. Lying in the wet 
sleeping bag was uncomfortable. I was unable 
to sleep and soon got up. No sleep Saturday 
night. There were thousands of tents pitched. 
Those young people came prepared.

A doctor and a nurse were available near the 
stage to treat participants who overdosed. I did 

see some who were being treated. 
During daylight hours planes were flying 

overhead constantly, as many as a dozen planes. 
Chartered flights were arranged for those want-
ing to see the Wadena Rock Fest from above. 

I saw at least 15 Iowa Highway Patrol cars 
parked next to the Wadena Elementary School. 
Law enforcement established a post in the 
schoolhouse used during the rockfest. Later I 
saw, written on the blackboard by one of the 
troopers, the message, “ When in trouble, call 
a hippie.” 

Some Days After
I was informed by Avis Wenger that mem-

bers of our Lutheran Church did not approve of 
Pastor Brake having attended the Wadena Rock 
Fest. He would face harsh criticism at the next 
church board meeting. I was on the church board 
and feared I, too, would be rebuked. The evening 
of the church board came. Paster Brake opened 
the meeting with a prayer. He immediately said 
he had a letter he would like to share. The letter 
was from one of the young girls from Monona 
who sat next to us at the Wadena Rock Fest. 

 Summarizing her letter, it said, “Paster 
Brake, it was great talking with you at the 
Wadena Rock Fest. I wish more pastors were 
like you and would go out to places where there 
is sin and temptation and talk with young peo-
ple. Sincerely, Miss ?”

After the letter was read by Pastor Brake, 
we members of the church board sat there 
stunned-—a moment of silence—- absolutely 
no rockfest discussion. After the short pause 
we calmly proceeded with the business of Elgin 
Lutheran Church. I found this episode amusing. 
I laughed—--to myself. 

 My Dad, Oscar Thran, came to visit us in 
Elgin. He got out of his car and brought up the 
topic, the Wadena Rock Fest. I told him I was 
there and found the rockfest an interesting ex-
perience and enjoyed the harmony of the entire 
group. On hearing this, my Dad immediately 
jumped back into his car, and without saying 
one word, drove back to Readlyn. He left me 
standing there. 

 Looking back, I never, at any time, discussed 
the rockfest with any of my Elgin friends. No 
one broached the subject, and neither did I. This 
article is the first time I have shared my experi-
ences at the Wadena Rock Fest. 

Reflecting, the Wadena Rock Fest was in-
deed a novel and interesting experience. I am 
glad that I took part. I was 41 years old. Some 
of the groups played music I really enjoyed. I 
drank Pepsi and ate my sandwiches. Someone, 
who brought a crate of oranges to share, threw 
one my way.

Recently, I learned that some Readlyn citi-
zens attended the rockfest. Knowing who they 
were, I am certain they thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.

In summation, I wrote only what I saw. Oth-
ers who were there, I’m sure, viewed the rock-
fest from a different perspective..

Wadena Rock Festival 1970 – My Experience

Wadena Rock Fest - Were you there?
The excitement began when the rock-

fest, which was scheduled for Galena,  
was blocked by an Illinois court. The pro-
moters had to quickly find a site in Iowa. 
The 240-acre Schmitt farm near Wadena 
was purchased. 

The organizers had only two days be-
fore the rockfest was to open. Iowa au-
thorities also tried to block the rockfest. 
The court allowed the rockfest to proceed 
if sanitation and parking conditions were 
met. One hundred porta-potties were 
quickly ordered. Land was leased for 
parking from local farmers. The biggest 
party ever held in Iowa began. The Wade-
na Rock Fest was the story of the year in 
Iowa.

After the rockfest was over, the promot-
ers left, taking anything of value. Taxes 
were not paid on the farm. The property 
was sold for back taxes. 

Among the thirty groups that appeared 
at the Wadena Rock Fest were: Guess 
Who, The Fuse, Illinois Speed Press, Ro-
tary Connection, Chicken Shack, Mason 
Proffit, Buffie Sainte-Marie, Little Rich-
ard, REO Speedwagon, The Flying Burrito 
Brothers, Everly Brothers, Poco and more. 

More information on the Wadena Rock 
Fest is available on the Internet. The arti-
cles contain many pictures. A book enti-
tled, “From Courtrooms to Cornfields,” is 
found in many libraries in the area and can 
also be purchased from Amazon. 
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www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner

207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly

319-352-9129
info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com

www.bankfidelity.bank  |  800.403.8333

Adam
Schaufenbuel
Vice President, Waverly

Megan
Niewoehner

Loan O�cer, Oelwein

#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*
Top 50 Ag Lender in the Nation*

* Source: Top 100 Farm Lenders Ranked by Dollar Volume, FDIC, Data as of 4Q 2021.

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

Connie Rochford, Broker
215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA

563-578-8899
www.towncountryhome.com

Serving the needs of our communities matters!

 

      Connie Rochford, Broker 

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA 

563-578-8899 

www.towncountryhome.co

Serving the needs of our communities matters! 

$134,500 

3 bdrm, .45 acre 

 319�239�0533 

1926 Tahoe Avenue, Sumner 

806—1st Street SE, Tripoli 

$297,000 

5 bdrm, 3.68 acres 

319�231�9004 

 

      Connie Rochford, Broker 

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA 

563-578-8899 

www.towncountryhome.co

Serving the needs of our communities matters! 

$134,500 

3 bdrm, .45 acre 

 319�239�0533 

1926 Tahoe Avenue, Sumner 

806—1st Street SE, Tripoli 

$297,000 

5 bdrm, 3.68 acres 

319�231�9004 

$297,000
5 bedroom
3.68 acres

319-231-9004

$134,500
3 bedroom

.45 acre

319-239-0533

1926 Tahoe Ave., Sumner

806 1st St. SE, Tripoli

WE ARE GROWING!
Exciting things are happening at CLS and we need to hire more 
staff  for the 2023-2024 school year! We are looking to fi ll the three 
positions listed below.
1. Full-time 3rd-6th elementary teacher (Reading, Language Arts,    
    & Writing)
2. Full-time kindergarten teacher

3. Volunteer Music Teacher (Wednesdays from 12:30-3:00 pm)
Come join our awesome team of teachers!

Resumes and questions can be emailed to: 
offi  ce@communitylutheranschool.com

Readlyn Historical 
Society Museum

Sunday, August 20
4:00-6:00 PM

Ice Cream Sundaes

25¢ Donation
requested per serving.

Annual

Readlyn Area Housing
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

For More Information Contact
KarTay Apartment Management 319-334-7110

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider.

62 years of age or older, handicapped/disabled regardless of age
• Very Low or Low-Income Families • One or Two Bedrooms - Ground Level 

• Stove & Refrigerator Furnished • Laundry Facilities On Site
• All Electric Units with Thermostat in Each Room
• Ample Closet Space  • Rent Based on Income

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.

VANDAELE 
INSURANCE, INC.

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467
Fairbank, IA 50629

319-635-2526
Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.
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Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor
Cell: (319) 269-5089

wendymohlis@gmail.com
300 S. State Street, Denver, IA

 
Born and raised in 

Bremer county!

Ready to find your new home?
 

 

GINGERICH
Roofi ng Solutions

Metal • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings
Siding • Pole Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
319.505.3938

1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd.
Hazleton, IA 50641

Fundraising begins for new RESB
Have you heard all the buzz? Readlyn 

Emergency Services is funding for a new 
Emergency Service Building (RESB). 
Who: Readlyn Fire and Readlyn 

EMS
What: Readlyn Emergency 
Services Building (RESB)

Where: 1st Street and Goodell 
Ave. 

(Currently Leistikow grain bins)
Why: Space is our number one con-

straint. Currently we have to buy used or 
specifically ordered equipment to fit the 
space that ends up costing more. We are 
also limited on the number of volunteers 
we can have join our crew because of the 
limited space. 

Some fliers were handed out during the 
Grump Days Parade. There was awesome 
splashing going on at the dunk tank at the 
city park and a 50/50 raffle donation were 
just a few ways to help spread the word 
and raise funds during Grump Days. 

Now that Grump Days is over, we still 
need help with funding. 

Be a “Life Saver,” “Chief,” or “Cap-
tain” and we will get your name, busi-
ness, or memory plaque posted in the new 
building to forever be remembered. You 
can also join the donation service and be-
come a Lieutenant, Cadet, or Jr. Cadet. 

This is a big project so any amount 
large or small would be helpful in meeting 
our goal. 

Donation Levels
Life Saver*......................... $10,000 & up 
Chief*................................ $5,000-$9,999 
Captain*............................ $1,000-$4,999 
Lieutenant............................... $500-$999 
Cadet ...................................... $100-$499 
Jr. Cadet......................................... $1-$99

Donation to RESB
There are 3 payment options: Make checks payable to: RESB

1) Mail to : RESB PO Box 276, Readlyn, IA 50668 
2) Venmo: @ReadlynFire 
3) Drop off donations at Readlyn Savings Bank 

Please print the name or names that you wish to have listed on the plaque. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Name:_____________________________________________________________

Phone:_____________________________________________________________

E-Mail:_ ___________________________________________________________
All donation tiers are tax deductible 

Send your 
tax-deductible 

donation 
today!

Donations are currently being accepted for a new Readlyn Emergency Service Building (RESB), to be constructed at 1st Street and 
Goodell Ave.

David R. Wheeler
8234 E. Marquis Rd., Fairbank, IA 

(319) 230-1029

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage
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Connect Four is a family affair enjoyed by 
daughter Morgan Downs, JoDee Downs 
and granddaughter Rylee Tempel.

Back by popular demand is the ever popular “cake or treat” walk!

GRUMP DAYS 2023!

SPIKE BALL Photos by Pat Wehr

Kim Brown, Lydia Imbrogno, and Lynn Ott serve nutritional drinks.

New competition, spike ball was introduced by Kevin Browning, Grant Pautsch, and 
Bruce Piehl.

High school spike ball tournament winners 
Garet Shannon and Briggs Boehme.

Elementary spike ball winners Eli Alibegic 
and Jackson Brunscheon. Jackson said, 
"Thanks for the fun opportunity."

Enjoying a few minutes with the Grump 
statue in the park is Marge Quigley of New 
Hampton, sister of Bonnie Wittenburg.

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell  319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380
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DUNK TANK
Sponsored by
Readlyn EMS

LITTLE GRUMPSTERS 2023

PEDAL PULL
Photos by Ed Harrington

Our Little Grumpster Candidates are our young Read-
lyn kindergartners that will be going into first grade in the 
fall. We pick the winner by putting the names in a hat and 
pull a name out. So it is all in the luck of the drawl. We 
would like to thank the Thrivent Action Team for making 
this year possible!
2023 Little Miss Grumpster Candidates

Avery Adams is the daughter of Danny and Alicia Ad-
ams. She is a goofy, fun-loving girl who is always up for 
an adventure. In the summer Avery loves playing T-ball, 
playing at the park, swimming, tubing, and riding the jet 
ski. Her favorite baseball team is the Cubs, but she is 
an even bigger Iowa Hawkeye fan. She especially loves 
cheering for Caitlyn Clark and the women’s basketball 
team. Avery looks up to her two older brothers and wants 
to be able to do everything they do. She finds joy in every 
situation and can always make her family smile.

Violet Jaschen is the daughter of Jonathan and Jennifer 
Jaschen. Violet is a sweet girl who brings joy to others. 
She loves to play school, visit the park, read books, trav-
el, and spend time with family and friends. Her stuffed 
animal collection is never ending. In the summer you will 
likely find her swimming, eating ice cream, or playing 
with her new puppy. When Violet grows up, she plans to 
be a police officer, teacher, flight attendant, mommy, and 
clean her house.

Korrin O’Brien is the daughter of Connor and Ken-
zie O’Brien. Korrin is very outgoing and loves making 
new friends. She loves to create crafts and read books as 
well as write her own stories. Korrin loves the colors pink 
and purple. You can find her in the kitchen making baked 
goods and helping with her little brother.

Taya Powell is the daughter of Brian and Megan Pow-
ell. Taya enjoys being outside riding her bike and roll-
erblades. She enjoys playing at the park, splash pad and 
going swimming. Jumping on the trampoline, singing, 
dancing and doing gymnastics are a few more things she 
enjoys doing. She really enjoys going on vacations, her 
favorites are amusement parks and water parks. Taya is 
also a big helper and likes doing chores with her Papa. 
Visiting Grammy and Papa is so much fun!!!

2023 Little Mr. Gumpster Candidates
Owen Davis is the son of Jessica Cassell and Tyler Da-

vis. Owen loves to be outside!! Most days you can find 
him riding his bike or playing golf. He loves to collect 
shells of all kinds and of course being a boy, he loves col-
lecting rocks as well. Owen is always a goof, constantly 
making others smile!

Knox Hesse is the son of Kurt and Alicia Hesse. Knox 
is a 6-year-old and the youngest of four. He is creative, 
fun, loving, and full of adventure! Knox enjoys cuddling 
with his mama, playing sports with his dad, fishing and 
being outdoors with his brother, Korvin, singing and 

playing video games with his other brother, Kennett. He 
also likes to swim and do art with his sister, Eliana. This 
summer, you can find Knox living his best life, swim-
ming, running wild outside, finding toads on the farm, 
and doing what he loves most; spending lots of time with 
his family and cousins.

Theodore Mason is the son of Gregory and Toni Ma-
son. If it has a ball, Theo wants to play with it. If there is 
work to be done, Theo wants to help with it. If someone 
is feeling down, Theo has a hug for that. Theo is our ener-
getic goofball that loves trying all things new and insists 
on making any situation fun. He is sometimes shy, but 
never shying away from all the good life has to offer. His 
giggly laugh and heart of gold never fails to brighten up 
a day!

Westen Michael is the son of Blake and Destiny Mi-
chael. Weston is the oldest of four and is the best big 
brother to his little brother and sisters. He is always will-
ing to help out around the house or with entertaining his 
siblings. Weston has such an adventurous soul and an 
imaginative mind. He loves to be outdoors. Fishing with 
his dad, hunting for bugs, or helping with our wood busi-
ness. Weston participates in T-ball during the summer 
and wrestling in the winter. He always tries his best in 
everything he does and is always determined to succeed 
when trying new things. Weston gives the best hugs!

Quinn Szurley is the son of Dave and Tracey Szur-
ley. Quinn is a fun, determined boy. He does his best to 
keep up with his 6 older siblings and helps his 2 younger 
brothers the best he can. He loves to play outside and is 
excited to play T-ball for the first time. Camping, hiking, 
and adventuring with the family is always one of Quinn’s 
favorite things to do. Quinn is such a Quinn-spiration to 
our family.

Little Grumpster Candidates 2023

Treasure Island sandbox, full of hidden goodies, was sponsored by 
Readlyn Savings Bank.

Layton Wendling gives it his all at the pedal tractor pull. He is the 
grandson of Bonnie Wittenburg.

Congratulations to the 2023 Little Grumpsters,  
Owen Davis (left) and Avery Adams. 
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Services:
Custom Welding

Power Equipment
Hydraulic Hoses

412 7th Street, Janesville
(319) 987-2801• Cell: (319) 230-7770

email: shop@stokeswelding.comwww.stokeswelding.com

Create something that 
your future self will 
thank you for. 
Like prioritizing your 
financial goals. Putting 
together a financial plan 
and investment strategy 
today can help you achieve 
your dreams tomorrow. 
Let’s get started.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & 
Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des 
Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (8-21)

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

319-415-5989
davidmatthias.fbfsagents.com

Three levels of care that are:
 –all on the same campus, under the same roof
 –adjacent to Community Memorial Hospital (UnityPoint Health)

Pavelec shows how to pan for gold at Readlyn Library summer program
The Readlyn Library hosted Larry Pavelec, 

the chair of the Bremer County Conservation 
Board, for a summer reading program talk. 
He had a lot of useful tips on how to go about 
locating Iowa gold. 

Pavelec talked to a couple of dozen kids 
and some adults who were in attendance. His 
main advice was to always ask permission 
before looking for gold in Iowa streams and 
to respect the landowner. It would be best, to 
stay on your own land. If on public property 
when you’re on Iowa streams, stay between 
the high water points of a flood. Do not dig 
into the stream bank. 

Gold in Iowa was moved here by giant gla-
cial ice masses. The glaciers came from Can-
ada and Michigan. They could have traveled 
from as far away as Greenland. These same 
glaciers that pushed the gold here also ground 
it up quite fine. The majority of Iowa gold is 
as fine as pepper. But it is still heavy, yellow 
gold, and it sticks to the bottom of the pan. 

Larry demonstrated how to pan the gold. 
First, he put some gold-bearing material into 
a pan. Then he liquefied the material in the 
gold pan by shaking it. When panning for 
gold he only needs about a quarter pan of wa-
ter. This will stratify the material. The heav-

ies such as gold go to the bottom of the pan. 
The blonde sand will be on top. When you 
stop the liquefication, the sand will lock up 
in the pan. He then swirled the water and the 
light sand came off first. Then he sluffed off 
the blonde quartz sand into the panning tub. 
Then the material is liquefied and stratified 
again. As always, the gold will go to the bot-
tom of the pan. The specific gravity of gold 
is 19.3, so you know it’s going to be right 
at the bottom. Your black sand, made up of 
hematite and magnetite, are anywhere from 
3.75 to 5.3 on specific gravity. The black sand 
material covers the gold. This can be swirled 
off. Then with a light tapping on the side of 
the pan, you will bounce the gold over to the 
clear space at the bottom edge, so that you 
can see the gold. Remember, if it shines, it 
is not gold. Yellow gold sticks to the bottom 
of the pan.

A couple of tips from the session were to 
look at the start of a sand or gravel bar on 
the upstream side. Then to find the pay streak, 
you’re looking from inside bend of the river 
to inside bend. Gold always wants to travel in 
a straight line. It is very lazy and will always 
take the shortest route. 

The best way to confirm if you have gold in 

a spot on a stream is to do test pans. You take 
a little bit of the material in the pan and work 
it down to see if you can find some gold. You 
will do several test pans across the direction 
of the water flow on the sand or gravel bar. 
You are test panning to see where the most 
gold is. The pay streak is only about a foot 
wide.

At the end of his presentation, the kids did 
some panning for gold. Larry brought in con-
centrates from the Wapsipinicon River. Five 
of the children found some gold. One girl 
even found two pieces. Larry put the gold 
into .5-ounce vials for them to take home. 
If they did not get some gold, he handed out 
some fool’s gold (iron pyrite) to everyone. 
After most of the participants had left, Larry 
gave the librarian a teaspoon of the concen-
trates to pan. Wouldn’t you know who found 
the biggest spec of gold! She probably has 
caught gold fever now. 

This quote from The Spell of the Yukon by 
Robert Service sums it up for Pavelec on why 
he has gold fever.
There’s gold, and it’s haunting and haunting;
It’s luring me on as of old;
Yet it isn’t the gold that I’m wanting
So much as just finding the gold.

Who knew there was gold to be found in Iowa? Larry Pavelec, that’s who. And he gave 
these participants pointers on how to find it at the Readlyn Library’s summer program.
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Jennifer Jaschen
Attorney At Law

4817 University Avenue, Suite D
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

jaschenlaw@outlook.com 
Phone: 319-553-3400

Specializing in: Real Estate, Estate 
Planning, Wills, Trusts, Estates, 

& Business Administration.

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC

www.kaisercorson.com
205 Highland Avenue, Readlyn, Iowa 50668 

(319) 279-3551

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

131 Tower Street, Denver • 319-984-6191
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule your appointment in Denver today!

“OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS”
Robert R. Pipho, D.D.S. • Brendon T. Boerm, D.D.S.

Give a call for those who matter to you.
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Caring For Our Family, One Loving Heart at a Time.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

News from Community Lutheran School

A group of our students proudly walked in the Grump Days Parade with some of our 
staff! 

The Can Crew for Com-
munity Lutheran School 
can drive are on the sec-
ond livestock trailer load! 
Good work crew. Thank 
you all for the empty can 
donations! 
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Being prepared with the right
insurance for your
farm and crop matters.

Call us to talk to one of our experienced
AgriBusiness Advisors today at 319.483.4854 or
visit our website at acceladvantage.com.

ReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlyn
OutdoorsOutdoorsOutdoors

By: Eric Johnston

“It’s Not A Passion, It’s An 
Obsession” Part One

“It’s not a passion, it’s an obsession.” 
That indeed is one way to describe my in-
fatuation with the outdoors and all it has to 
offer. But, it’s also the slogan for the com-
pany I’m beyond blessed to work for. 

I’ve heard the description said of my-
self before as the busiest man on earth. 
Now while I’m not by any stretch of the 
imagination the busiest, I will say time 
management is crucial in my world. After 
all, I am a cnc machinist by trade for 50 
hours a week, I own No Nonsense Prai-
rie Bass Series L.L.C., I tournament fish, 
write for two newspapers, coach archery 
through the winter months, have many 
sponsor obligations and seminars to give, 
and, “Aubrey, what am I forgetting?” I 
couldn’t make any of this work without 
my beautiful, understanding wife by my 
side, and, oh, yes, my job with a compa-
ny I’ve been passionate about nearly my 
entire life, Mossy Oak brand camo. In this 
month’s article, I’ll explain why it’s not a 
passion, it’s an obsession.

Many of you reading this are passionate 
about the outdoors in one way or another. 
So many of you are probably familiar with 
Mossy Oak camouflage. Founded in 1986 
by Toxey Haas (remember this name for 
later), Mossy Oak has become the leader in 
the camouflage industry. As a young hunt-
er in the ‘90s, I became drawn to Mossy 
Oak. With many brands on the market to 
choose from, even early on, it had to be 
Mossy Oak for me. I loved the patterns, 
but, even more so, I loved the lifestyle and 
values they represented. 

All through my hunting career, I’ve been 
loyal to the brand and, in 2016, lifelong 
friend Michael Gearhart came to me with 
an opportunity. He relayed to me, with my 
passion and loyalty to the brand and my 
experience working with companies in the 
fishing industry, I should join the Mossy 
Oak Prostaff as he had a connection with 

a regional manager. This was a dream for 
me and, after an interview and some pa-
perwork, I was part of what I now consider 
a family. Those that know me, know any-
thing I do is 100% and, with this opportu-
nity, I ran with it, attending as many events 
and opportunities to help as possible. As 
time went on, Mossy Oak started to enter 
the fishing industry with water patterns 
and rain gear, etc. My manager at the time, 
Perry Peterson, took notice of my fishing 
knowledge and, on a snowy day in ear-
ly 2019, I received a call from him. Per-
ry is always straight to the point and the 
conversation went something like this ... 
“Eric, what ya doing?” “Tinkering with 
the boat in the garage. What’s up?” “We 
are starting new prostaff teams with fish-
ing — how would you like to be a manager 
over the Midwest?” 

As you might imagine, I was a little 
stunned for a second. When I snapped out 
of it, I believe I said in a crackling voice. 
“Sure, that would be great.” Perry then 
said “Great, I’ll talk to Tim and get the 
ball rolling. I’ll talk to ya soon, bye.” Tim 
was the National Prostaff Manager and 
someone I looked up to greatly (more on 
this in a bit). I was ecstatic, as you might 
imagine, as I would now be fully involved 
with a company I’d loved my entire life! I 
relayed to Aub what had just happened and 
she couldn’t believe it! Then time went by 
and days turned to weeks, and then even 
months, not knowing what the decision 
was on this deal. I had nearly written it off 
until, one hot July day, I received a phone 
call from Tim Anderson. “Is this Eric John-
ston?” “Yes, I believe I’m talking to Tim 
right?” “Yes, you are, I’ve been meaning 
to call you for quite some time and I apol-
ogize for the delay. Perry showed me your 
resume and told me all about you and I’m 
impressed and I’d like to make this deal 
official if you’re OK with it?” I was again 
excited, but also a little confused. You see, 
apparently I was the only one that knew 

at this moment in 
time, that I grew up 
in Delhi, Iowa, a 
mere 6 blocks from 
where Tim resided 
and was in the same 
graduating class at 
Maquoketa Valley 
High School as his 
son, Justin. Tim was 
a local legend to me 
as he had always 
been employed 
in the outdoor in-
dustry, and I often 
spoke with him as 
I was his family’s 
paper boy from 7th 
grade to my senior 
year in high school. 
I didn’t say a word 
of it as we spoke on 
logistics and duties 
of the job and all the 
responsibilities that 
go with starting and 
building a team all 
across the Midwest. 
As we hung up, I 
was still confused 
but looked at Aub 
and said I got the 
job, and I’m certain 
it’s purely on merit as Tim didn’t seem to 
have my name click with him. I do need to 
explain here it wasn’t as if it was just yes-
terday Tim saw me. I graduated in 1999 
weighing a solid 96 pounds and standing a 
towering 5’0” tall. This was twenty years 
later and I had changed quite a bit, LOL. 

Two weeks later the phone rang and it 
was Tim “Eric?” “Yes, Tim.” “Question, 
how in the world do I know you? I found 
you on Facebook and you’re friends with 
most of my family.” I laughed a bit, “Tim, 
I wasn’t gonna say it before because I 
wanted no strings to the job offer, but I’m 
Eric Johnston, your paper boy through the 
‘90s and I graduated with Justin.” “OH 
MY GOSH, I cant believe it! I didn’t catch 
that, you look so different and what a fine 
paper boy you were!” We both laughed a 
bit and formally caught up on life and my 
title as Mossy Oak Fishing Prostaff Re-
gional Manager Midwest was born! 

I now run a 36-member, and growing, 
team of guys and gals across Iowa, Okla-

homa, Nebraska, South Dakota, North 
Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Missouri, and Kentucky. Now you proba-
bly ask, “Eric, what does that mean?” I am 
blessed to recruit outdoor-minded folks, 
especially on the fishing side, to help pro-
mote our brand by social media, store pro-
motions, sports shows, banquets, fishing 
tournaments, the list goes on. I speak with 
my team and send them to events they 
have locally and also help them in setting 
up events to promote the brand in their 
respective areas. Also, I answer any ques-
tions they may have along the way. 

It’s a job I love and I have met so many 
great people while in this role. I love 
talking hunting and fishing, and, in this 
role, I get to do that a lot. This is simply 
part one of my Mossy Oak story covering 
my background. In part two, I will take 
you through all the way up to my first time 
at headquarters and the fantastic adventure 
it was. See you right back here next time 
for part two! 

Until then, GET OUTDOORS!
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Deadline for the August 30 Chronicle  
is Thurs., Aug. 17 at 5 PM

Send items to: readlynchronicle@gmail.com

319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

Obituary

Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

1004 E. Bremer Ave.
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family

Fettkether
Fertilizer Co., LLC

Dunkerton, IA
319-404-0064

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

340 S. State St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5691

denverdrugandphoto.com

Kerry Lynn Wegner passed away after a 
2 year battle with cancer at North Kansas 
City Hospital on July 5, 2023.

He was born November 21, 1961 to 
Ralph and Bernice Wegner. He lived at 
and enjoyed working on the family farm 
near Fairbank.  He was a member of St. 
John's Lutheran Church. Kerry graduated 
from Wapsie Valley High School with the 
Class of 1980. He met and married Renee 
Perez Hanson and had 5 children.

Kerry took pride and enjoyed his work 
as an electrician and at problem solving 
to get large machines to work again. In 
his spare time, he loved hiking, camping, 
kayaking and playing disc golf. He loved 
music and sports and playing his guitar.

Several years ago, Kerry moved to 
Kansas City, MO, to be near his youngest 
daughter. He loved to spend time with his 
family and especially his grandchildren.

He is preceded in death by his parents, 
his brothers, Rick and Rande, and niece, 
Rachelle. Kerry is greatly missed by 
brothers, Dennis and Doyle, and his sister, 
Linda, and children Justin, Joshua, Jamie, 
Jeremy, Jessica and 16 special grandchil-
dren.

A Celebration of Kerry's Life will be 
held at the Main Shelter in Fontana Park, 
Hazelton, on September 23, noon to 3. 
This is to honor his love of all outdoor ac-
tivities as is evidenced by his huge collec-
tion of hiking equipment.

Senior Citizens’ meetings held
On May 17, 22 members attended the 

11:30 Senior Citizen's lunch and meeting at 
the Tripoli Bowling Alley in Tripoli.

The meeting  was called to order by Pres-
ident Ron Leistikow. We had our monthly 
meeting first and then enjoyed a great lunch. 
Ron Leistikow led us in prayer before our 
meal.

We sang “Happy Birthday” to Joyce 
Heineman and LuAnn Happel as they both 
celebrated  birthdays in May.

The Treasurer's report was read by Charlie 
Albrecht and the balance in the account af-
ter expenses was $230.00. Roger Deterding 
made a motion to approve the Treasurer's re-
port and it was seconded by Judy Leistikow. 
Motion carried.

The Secretary's minutes were read by Lois 
Thacher for the month of April 19, 2023. 
Motion was made by Judy Leistikow and 
seconded by Roland Schmidt to approve the 
Secretary's report. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS: It was discussed at the 
previous meeting to purchase a flag pole, 
light and flag to have on Highway 3 by the 
Readlyn Welcome Sign. Roger Deterding 
checked into the cost of a 20 foot  flagpole, 
light and installation. Roger found out it 
would cost from $600.00 to $620.00.There 
was discussion as to attaching the flagpole 
to the Welcome Sign but that  was voted 
down. The cost to maintain and the cost of 
new flags were also discussed. It was decid-
ed it would be very costly. Marlys Deterding 
made a motion to table the flagpole project 
for now and Larry Ladage seconded it. Mo-
tion carried.

NEW BUSINESS: We discussed where 
we would hold our 11:30 Wednesday meet-
ings each month. Marlys Deterding made a 
motion to continue for now to meet at the 
Tripoli Bowling Alley each month. Roland 
Schmidt seconded it. Motion carried.

Wayne Kuethe was in attendance at our 
meeting and he thanked the group for the 
sympathy card we had sent him because of 
the death of his sister, Jane Meier. He very 
much appreciated it that we thought of him 
during this time.

Bob Thran was in attendance at our meet-
ing and spoke about the Sweets Marsh article 
he will have in the Chronicle in the future.

We went over the schedule of the Grump 
Days events on June 16-18. Ron Leistikow 
is going to provide a wagon for the float with 
all the Grumps to ride on, the day of the pa-
rade on June 17.

The next Senior Citizen meeting will be 
held June 21st at 11:30 at the Tripoli Bowl-
ing Alley.

Don Heineman made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting and Don Billhorn seconded it. 
Motion carried.

Lois Thacher, Secretary

On June 21, 2023 at 11:30, 10 members 
attended the 11:30 Senior Citizen’s lunch 
and meeting at the Tripoli Bowling Alley in 
Tripoli.

The meeting was called to order by Pres-
ident Ron Leistikow. The monthly meeting 
was first and then all that attended enjoyed a 
great lunch. Ron Leistikow led us in prayer 
before our meal.

We sang “Happy Birthday” to Roger De-
terding as his birthday was June 11.

We sang “Happy Anniversary” to two 
couples: Roger and Marlys Deterding as 
they celebrated their anniversary on June 25 
and Marylou and Don Billhorn celebrated 
their anniversary on June 27.

It was reported GaryLee Thurm is doing 
better.

The Secretary’s minutes were read by 
Janet Ladage for the month  of May 17, 2023 
as Lois Thacher was absent from the meet-
ing. Motion was made by Marlys Deterding 
and seconded by Larry Ladage to accept the 
Secretary’s report. Motion carried.

The Treasurer’s report was read by Mary 
Lou Billhorn as Charlie Albrecht was absent 
from the meeting. The ending balance in the 
account after expenses last month in May 
was $230.00 so $10.00 will be added from 
the June meeting with an ending balance of 
$240.00. Motion was made by Judy Leisti-
kow and seconded by Roland Schmidt to ap-
prove the Treasurer’s report. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS: There were good and 
negative comments on the Grump Days Cel-
ebration June 16-18, 2023 but there were 
more positive than negative. There is a lot of 
work that goes into the celebration each year 
for all the volunteers. The fireworks for the 
Grump Days Celebration were started earlier 
than 10:00 PM as announced and next year 
they will be started at the time announced.

Judy Leistikow  reported there  were 
82 calendars sold by the Historical Society 
during Grump Days. There are still calen-
dars available and for sale at the Readlyn 
Library and the Readlyn Telephone Office.

It was reported that 12 Grumps rode in 
the parade on Saturday June l7, 2023 for 
Grump Days.

NEW BUSINESS: The Readlyn Histor-
ical Society will be having their Ice Cream 
Social in August this year,instead of July be-
cause of Main Street being redone.

The next Senior Citizen meeting will be 
held July 19 at 11:30 at the Tripoli Bowling 
Alley. Motion was made by Larry Ladage 
and seconded by Judy Leistikow to keep 
the meeting for July at the Bowling Alley in 
Tripoli. Motion carried.

Roland Schmidt made a motion to ad-
journ the meeting and Judy Leistikow sec-
onded it. Motion carried.

Janet Ladage, Secretary

Pavelec Reunion held June 18
The Ed and Louisa Pavelec’s 28th fam-

ily reunion was held on Sunday, June 18, 
2023 at the Readlyn City Park with a noon 
potluck. Twenty family members attended 
from Waterloo, Denver, Readlyn, Janes-
ville, New Hartford, Cedar Falls, Wil-
liamsburg and Tripoli.  

Scott and Robin Williams of Williams-

burg traveled the longest distance to at-
tend. The youngest family member was 
7-year-old Roman Pavelec, son of Ed and 
Bridget Pavelec of Denver. The oldest 
family member was 88-year-old Verdeen 
Pavelec of Denver.

Hosts were Verdeen Pavelec and Kathy 
and Bob Thiele of Waterloo.
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Ag Resources
Bayer Crop Science 

David R. Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Farmers Co-op 
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Advanced Realtors®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Jennifer Jaschen - Attorneys at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
jaschenlaw@outlook.com

(319) 553-3400

Fischels Residential Group
Joe Leehey, Residential Broker

(319) 415-7349
 joe@� schelsgroup.com
www.� schelsgroup.com

3510 Kimball Ave. Ste. H, Waterloo, IA 
50702 • Tel: (319) 234-5000 

Re/Max Alliance
Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor

319-269-5089
300 S. State St., Denver
wendymohlis@gmail.com

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

hartmanlouie@gmail.com
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

O�  ce 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319.352.3917

Gingerich Roofi ng Solutions
1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton 

319-505-3938

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Denver Family Dental
131 Tower St., Denver

319-984-6191

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

Fidelity Bank & Trust
Adam Schaufenbuel  Waverly 

319-483-1001
Megan Niewoehner   Oelwein 

319-283-2524

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340

www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Quality Accounting Services
1002 Broadway St., Waterloo

(319) 234-2813 www.qasiowa.com

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

American Savings Bank-Tripoli
312 S. Main St. • (319) 882-4279

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Security State Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Food and
Restaurants
Grumpy’s Bar & Event Center

Main Street, Readlyn, IA

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plain� eld 

(319) 275-4528

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
O�  ce: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035
The Accel Group

Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver
(800) 369-3525

www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090
VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery

Tiedt Nursery 
(319) 404-9133

Ask for Zach Kuhlmann or Matt Wells
www.wellshollowlandscaping.com

Wells Hollow Landscaping
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave. 
(319) 279-3363

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. 
 (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses
CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC

Owner:  Darrin Siefken 
107 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-9129

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft

Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA 

(319) 635-2311 (888) 282-9992 
www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

CHRONICLE
 Sponsorship
DIRECTORY

Friends of the 
Chronicle

Community Lutheran School
Mike & Sue Kircho� 

DA Acres - Leistikow Family
Wapsie Farm Partnership

Randy Abbas
Readlyn Senior Citizens

You can become a 
Friend of the Chronicle! 

Call RON LEISTIKOW for details!
 (319) 279-3548
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Lori Beierschmitt
Broker/Owner

Cell: 319-238-1700

ADVANCED, REALTORS®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Bonnie Schulz Bender
Broker/Assoc.

319-269-9591

REALTOR.COM       REALTOR.COM       REALTOR.COM

900 5th St. S.E., Oelwein  

19998 180th St., Sumner  
4 bedroom, 2 baths, main fl oor laundry, wood fl oors, 

wood burner, 2+ det. gar. (24’x36’), metal bldg. (18’x30’ 
blt 2011), Country Living on .64/acre m/l.

HUGE PRICE DROP!
DON’T MISS IT  

$130,000!!

NEW KITCHEN & MAIN FLOOR BATH, Main 
fl oor laundry, 4 bedrms, Machine Shed, long 

lane, Selling “AS IS”.Call for more 
information or your private showing.

QUASKY 
ACREAGE 

2745 270th St., Winthrop
(by Quasqueton)

NOW ONLY 
$248,000!!

402 1st Ave. N.E., 
Oelwein  
TRI-PLEX, 
GREAT RENTAL POSSIBILITIES!
2 Bed/1 bath Unit on Main level, 
Upstairs Has Two  1 bedrm apts. , 
One unit is Re-Finished Like NEW.  
Some improvements Needed. 

PENDING!

311 E. 2nd St., Sumner
Dutch Colonial 1 1/2 story offers

 larger rooms, 3 large bedrooms & 1 full 
bath up, 3/4 bath & laundry on main fl oor, 

wood fl oors, elec. f/p, full basement, 
1+ det. garage.

INVESTMENT

117 – 6th Ave. S.E., Oelwein
Updated 2-story, 1 ½ baths, 2nd fl r laundry,
NEW KITCHEN & APPLIANCES, Very 
Open LargeRooms, Fenced Yard for 
Kids & Pets, g/s doors toDeck, Solar 

Panels to help your utilities.NEW  LISTING

726 – 8th Ave. N.E., Oelwein  

PENDING!

514 – 7th St. S.W., Oelwein  S W Oelwein
PENDING!

1  det. garage.
Priced to Sell! $145,000

Some improvements Neede
PRICED TO SELL 
ONLY  $58,000!!

Deadline for the August 30 Readlyn Chronicle  
is Thurs., August 17 at 5 PM

Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Philip Giradin

Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s  
Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Sunday services 10:00 AM

Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Philip Giradin

Divine Service 8:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Study, Sun., 7 p.m.

Mary-Martha Circle 
1st Wednesday 7 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Sunday Services 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:05 - 9:45 a.m.
Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday

Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.


