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Saturday, October 28  
Halloween UTV Poker Ride

Join us for the Second Annual Readlyn 
Community Club Halloween UTV Poker 
Ride. The money raised will be used for 
various projects around Readlyn. Last 
year the money was donated to build a 
new set of dugouts at the ball diamonds.

Poker Ride stops are still being con-
firmed, but the ride will take place in 
Readlyn, Denver, Tripoli, Sumner, West-
gate and Fairbank. Please watch the RCC 
Facebook for further details.

 Registration begins at 9:00 a.m., (first 
machine sent put at 10 a.m.) and ends 
at 11 a.m. at the Grumpy’s Bar in Read-
lyn, IA on Saturday, October 28. There is 
plenty of truck and trailer parking at the 
TruServe Insurance Group, Wittenburg 
Trucking, Wapsie Valley Elementary and 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran.

Poker Rules:
> Each poker hand is $20.
> Each player may buy as many hands 

as they would like.
> Players will collect stamps on their 

poker card at each stop.
> There will be a bonus playing card 

awarded if you wear a costume during our 
Halloween ride! 

> Players will return to Grumpy’s Bar 
by 5 p.m. to turn their cards in. Please plan 
accordingly!

> A minimum of 5 stops are required to 
play each poker hand.

> Prizes will be awarded to the top 3 
hands. In case of a tie, winners will be no-
tified, and cards will be redrawn to deter-
mine a winner.

Everyone should be back to Grumpy’s 
in Readlyn no later than 5 p.m. From 
there, we will play the poker hands, have 
various raffles and 50/50 drawing winner 
will be announced. 

Christmas Lighting Contest!
Prizes: First - $75   Second - $50   Third - $30

Judging of homes will take place December 3 – 9. Readlyn homes will 
automatically be judged unless they were winners last year. Pictures of the 
winning yards will appear in the December issue of the Readlyn Chronicle.

Readlyn Community Club’s Annual

Trick or Treat
in Readlyn
Sunday, Oct. 29

4-6 PM

Daylight Savings 
Time ends Sunday, 

Nov. 5, 2023

SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK AN HOUR

Sabrina Leistikow selected as royalty for 
2023 University of Iowa homecoming

Iowa City, IA — Sabrina Leistikow of 
Cedar Falls, Iowa was selected as royal-
ty for the 2023 University of Iowa home-
coming celebration.

Sabrina was one of two selected from an 
outstanding field of candidates based on 
community service, leadership,  academ-
ics, integrity and Hawkeye spirit.

Sabrina carries a 4.1 GPA while major-
ing in history and secondary education as 
well as minoring in sport and recreation 
management. She will graduate in the 
spring and plans to attend graduate school 
next fall. 

Royalty participated in the week-long 
homecoming events including the spirit 
rally, the annual homecoming parade and 
were recognized at the Iowa versus Pur-
due football game on Saturday, October 7. 
Royalty will also receive a small scholar-
ship for the spring semester.

Sabrina is a 2019 graduate of Cedar 
Falls High School and is the daughter of 
Kurt and Jenifer Leistikow and the grand-
daughter of Ronald and Judy Leistikow of 
Readlyn. Sabrina Leistikow

RCC decorates Main Street

The “Welcome to Readlyn” sign got 
decked out with fall decorations by 
members of the Readlyn Communi-
ty Club (photo at right).
Above: RCC members, left to right, 
Pat Wehr, Michelle Harrington, and 
Rod Wittenburg, and at right, the 
Hogans - top to bottom - Caleb, 
Ben, Jaci, Macie, and Duke.
Photo at left: Left to right, Michelle 
Harrington, Dustin Palmer, Roger 
and Marlys Deterding. Thank you, 
Jon Jaschen, for donating the corn-
stalks and Ron Leistikow and family 
for chopping them down.
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Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Lily Schwickerath

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Ron Hartman, 2023 Grump

Deadline for the Nov. 29 Readlyn Chronicle  
is Thurs., Nov. 16 at 5 PM

Send news to the Readlyn Chronicle  
at readlynchronicle@gmail.com

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner

207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly

319-352-9129
info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com

MEDICARE
QUESTIONS?

I CAN HELP!

119 E Main St. Fairbank, IA 

Call me, your LOCAL Expert!

319-635-2526 | amy@vandaeleins.com

VanDaele Insurance

Amy Rechkemmer

Call or E-mail me, I’ll help answer all your health 
insurance plan questions!

“Currently we represent 9 organizations which offer 29 products in your area. You can always contact Medicare.gov, 
1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Programs for help with plan choices.”

Review or change your plan from October 15th to December 7th

it’s almost . . . OPEN ENROLLMENT!

Hello Readlyn Community!
These past two months have been a 

whirlwind of activities. 
Starting with swimming, last month I 

had seven meets total, including senior 
night. Then finally, in November, I will 
have Districts on Nov. 4, followed by state 
on Nov 11. 

Next, I had a handful of FFA activities. 
On Oct. 5, I had the amazing opportuni-
ty to facilitate North-Central's District 
Greenhand Fire Up, which is a conference 
for new members to FFA. They are being 
taught the many skills you need to be a 

valuable member of their chapter, school, 
and community. Then our District Green-
hand Fire Up was held in Waverly, Iowa. 
I got the chance to meet with a lot of our 
district’s Greenhands, and got to know a 
lot of them. The last of the GFUs I will 
facilitate will be on the 16th in southeast 
Iowa. 

I am really enjoying my time as Miss 
Readlyn. My favorite event so far has 
probably been the golf cart ride on the 
bike trail. It was a great way for commu-
nity members to get together. I look for-
ward to the many fall and winter Readlyn 
events to come!

On the September 16, we went on the 
annual Esther Wittenburg golf cart ride 
on the bike trail. The guest of honor was 
Esther Poock. Royalty Emily, Kali and 
Matilda were in the cart behind us. They 
screamed through the tunnel under High-
way 63 and scared all the wildlife away. 
There were rumors of Big Foot sight-
ings in the area west of 63, but, with all 
the noise, no Big Foot was seen. It was a 
beautiful day for the 25 golf carts on a fun 
ride. Thank you to Esther Wittenburg’s 
family for sponsoring the carts, the Read-
lyn Gardeners for providing cookies and 
water, and to everyone participating.  

It was good to be back on the road with 
our trip to Montana.  I figured it would be 
a two-day trip, but my co-pilot said NO!! 
We didn’t do bad making it in 2 ½ days.  
Thanks to the Kuhlmann boys at Larry’s 
Skelly for replacing all the worn-out parts 
in my 2010 F-150 in 2019 and Jim Wolff 
servicing and checking my truck over. 
Shop and buy local when you can. We 
topped the Continental Divide at 47 mph 

pulling our camper. Louie did well with 
just a couple of whimpers and OMGs. 

My son retired from the Navy and 
bought 10 acres outside of Stevensville, 
MT. Wow, what a beautiful area. Their 
acreage is in the Bitterroot Valley with a 
pond and small creek. We spent a week 
helping clean up and clear brush and go-
ing to a couple of our grandson’s football 
games. One game was 2 hours north of 
Missoula and one by Darby, where “Yel-
lowstone” is filmed. The camper stayed 
in Montana, so the ride home was easier, 
quicker and cheaper. We arrived in Read-
lyn at 3:00 p.m., changed cars and headed 
to cross country at Fredericksburg. Two 
days later, a trip to soccer at Ames. It’s 
good to be home, but we are still driving.  
Not over-the-road though—I love retire-
ment.  

I would like to thank the Community 
Club for decorating Main Street with the 
fall lights and decorations. It takes a lot of 
time and hard work.  

Readlyn Grump, Ron Hartman

Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

1004 E. Bremer Ave.
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial
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Readlyn Savings Bank 
invites YOU to Our 17th Annual 

           “A COMMUNITY Appreciation Party!” 
    October 26, 2023— 4:30-8:30 pm 
            @ The Grumpy’s Event Center 
 

• FREE Brats & Dogs Dinner 4:30-7:00 pm 
• Live Music, Raffle & Prizes, Oktoberfest Beer 
• MAIN EVENT: Costume Contest 6:30 pm sharp! 

    All Ages Welcome to Participate! 
 

 
Member FDIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readlyn Community Happenings
Happy 90th Birthday, Harold Wehling

Harold Wehling is celebrating his 90th 
birthday on November 18 with a card 
shower. 

Harold and his family lived in Readlyn 
where he was pretty famous for his Zenith 
TV shop and being a regular at the Center 
Inn.

Help his family wish him a Happy 90th 
Birthday by sending cards to:

 Harold Wehling
425 Allen St. Apt 305
Waterloo, IA  50701

Harold Wehling

Mary Matthias

Mary Matthias to note 80th Birthday
Mary Matthias will celebrate her 80th 

birthday with family members and a win-
ter trip to Arizona.

She was born Oct. 27, 1943, to Kenneth 
and Edythe Mills of Central City, IA. She 
graduated from Upper Iowa University with 
a B.A. in elementary education in 1965. She 
married Virgil Matthias on June 14, 1969.

Her family includes Greg (Kris) Mat-
thias of Readlyn, Julie (Greg) Froning of 
Dike, IA, Annette (Darin) Trimble of Ben-
nington, NE, Eric (Andrea) Matthias of 
Gilbert, AZ, and Brett (Justina) Matthias 

of Gardner, KS, along with 10 grandchil-
dren (two grandsons deceased) and six 
great-grandchildren.

Mary is a former elementary school 
teacher in the Denver school district.

Mary is an avid bird watcher and en-
joys identifying various species and their 
songs. She also enjoys classic movies, 
word and board games, interacting on 
Facebook, and especially spending time 
with family and friends.

Cards may be sent to P.O. Box 32, 
Readlyn, IA 50668.

Next Pepper Tournament Sat., Nov. 4
The first pepper tournament of the fall 

was held at Grumpy’s on Saturday, Oct. 7. 
The winners and their scores were:
1st - Roger and Connie Buhr - 194
2nd - Sean and Lorna Van Natta - 188
3rd - Joan Matthias and Judy Henn - 163

4th - Grace Kuethe and Shirley Kuker 
- 101

The next pepper tournament will be Sat-
urday, November 4 at Grumpy’s at 1:00 
p.m.  Entry fee is $3.00.  Everyone wel-
come!  Bring a partner!  

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab is a non-profit  
28 licensed bed long-term care setting certified 
by Medicare and Medicaid.  We are committed 

to providing excellent care and support to 
residents, families, the community and our 

employees.  We provide skilled nursing, 
rehabilitative therapy services, continuous 

nursing care, social services and activity 
programs designed to meet various types  

of individual needs.  
Independently Owned & Operated

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd Street SW, Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-4269
trnuhome@butler-bremer.com

Thank You! 
Thanks to all I received 

cards from. I really 
appreciate your comments 

on my writing for the 
Chronicle - so many cards 

from people I did not know. 
You gave me a big boost. I 
will attempt to write until 

my next birthday. A special 
thanks to my friends who  

honored me on my birthday 
at the Readlyn Library.  

Bob Thran
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Obituaries Wapsie Valley School 
Board Meetings  

Sept. 18 & Oct. 2, 2023
Wapsie Valley CSD Regular School Board Meeting, Septem-

ber 18, 2023
Pledge of Allegiance
1. President Wolfe called the Regular Meeting of the Board to 

order at 6:31 PM A. Directors: Wolfe, Sauerbrei, Aiello,Van Daele, 
Auel (virtual)

B. Administration: Chris Hoover, Principal Forsyth, Murphy, & 
Myers

C. Board Secretary: Kim Arndt, Others: Madyson Richards, 
Carmen Wille, Vaughn Gross, Mark Moine, Joshua Sieglaff, Jon-
athan LaCroix, Mae Wedemeier, Jackson Adair, and virtual partic-
ipants.

2. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello to approve the 
amended agenda eliminating discussion on the track project as 
presented. Motion carried 5-0

3. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello to approve fund-
raisers for FFA fruit and national convention trip to Indianapolis as 
presented. Motion carried 5-0

4. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Van Daele to approve 
KCL Engineering to put HVAC gymnasium upgrades out for bid as 
presented. Motion carried 4-0 Aiello-absent

5. Public Comment  - Robotics will be hosting a competition 
this year per Vaughn Gross.  Robotics is more expensive with new 
supplies.

6. Spotlight-Mae Wedemeier & Jackson Adair presented infor-
mation on outsourcing the schools lunch program. Feasibility study 
will be done to determine if it will be sustainable financially.

7. Consent Items - Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello 
to approve the consent items including the bills being reviewed by 
Wolfe and open enrollments: Mckinley Gage kindergarten daughter 
from Oelwein Augusta Ingersoll 5th grade son & 8th grade daughter 
from Oelwein, & Heidi Schultz’s 3rd, 4th, 12th grade sons & 9th 
grade from Sumner-FYI Nicole Reaves kindergarten and 5th grade 
sons to Oelwein, Gary & CJ Wilson 12th grade student to Oelwein, 
& Nicole Christopher kindergarten son to West Central as present-
ed. Motion carried 5-0

8. Board - Sauerbrei-have gotten great feedback regarding fa-
cility updates. Wolfe discussed Bill of Sale for Rural 3 prepared by 
Beecher Law Firm at no charge.

Superintendent - Report included outsourcing lunch program, 
thanks to all involved with homecoming, & activity dates.

PK-6 Principal Hurley/Forsyth: Homecoming, Professional De-
velopment, Back To School Night, School Ambassadors, Leader in 
Me, & Activity Report

9. Personnel - Resignations  - Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded 
by Aiello to approve the following resignations as presented:Zach 
Kuhlmann-JH Basketball Coach, & Shelby Hill - Special Education 
Associate and thank them for their service at WV. Motion carried 
5-0

Contracts: Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello to approve 
Mike Duffy-Part Time Custodian-$15.24 P/H Moved by Aiello, Sec-
onded by Sauerbrei to approve the following volunteers as present-
ed-Motion Carried 5-0

Tammy Erickson-PTO-Art, Debra Heineman, Laura LaMasters, 
Susan Frost, Marilyn Steggall-Elementary Classrooms

10. New Business-Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Sauerbrei to 
approve Joseph Little’s bid of $3,650 for the 2010 Chrysler Van as 
presented. Motion carried 5-0

Will bring early retirement options for fiscal year 2023 to the 
meeting in October

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Sauerbrei to approve the Wegn-
er quote of $10,035 for Choir risers as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello to approve the Coop-
erative Sponsorship agreement with Waverly CSD for Orchestra for 
the 23-24 school year as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Sauerbrei to table the SAVE/
PPEL/Management expenditures for FY24 as presented. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello to approve Martin 
Gardner HVAC gymnasium upgrades for professional services and 
architectural design phases ($58,600) as presented. Motion carried 
5-0

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Sauerbrei to approve the quote 
from Phillips Floors ($16,673.65) with $6,000 being donated by WV 
Archery Club for a multi-purpose netting system in the Multi-Pur-
pose room as presented. Motion carried 5-0.

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Sauerbrei to approve the District 
Developed Special Delivery Plan as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Sauerbrei Seconded by Aiello to approve the Co-
operative Sponsorship Agreement with Oelwein for Dance for the 
23-24 school year as presented.  Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello to approve FY23 
Special Education Allowable growth of -$317,277.71 as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0

11.   Board Talking Points - No comments
Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello to go into closed 

session at 8:13. Roll call-Sauerbrei-Aye, Aiello-Aye, Van Daele-
Aye, Auel-Aye, & Wolfe-Aye. Motion carried 5-0 Board will go into 
a “Closed Session to evaluate a licensed employee” as provided by 
Iowa Code  21.5(1)I To evaluate the professional competency of an 
individual whose appointment, hiring, performance, or discharge is 
being considered when necessary to prevent needless and irrepara-
ble injury to that individual’s reputation and that individual requests 
a closed session. Moved by Van Daele, Seconded by Aiello to come 
out of closed session at 8:40.  Roll call-Sauerbrei-Aye, Aiello-Aye, 
Van Daele-Aye, Auel-Aye, & Wolfe-Aye. Motion carried 5-0

12. Moved by Van Daele, Seconded by Sauerbrei to adjourn at 
8:40 PM. Motion carried 5-0  

Respectfully, Kim Arndt

Wapsie Valley Special Board Meeting 10/2/23
The special meeting of the Wapsie Valley School Board was 

called to order by President Wolfe at 5:30 p.m.
Members present were Brent Sauerbrei, Jeannie Wolfe, Angie 

Auel, and Steve Aiello. Van Daele-Absent
A motion was made by Steve Aiello to go into closed ses-

sion-Iowa Code  21.5(1) to evaluate the professional competency 
of an individual whose appointment, hiring, performance, or dis-
charge is being considered when necessary to prevent needless 
and irreparable injury to that individual’s reputation. The motion 
was seconded by Angie Auel. Roll call vote was taken: Brent Sau-
erbrai- Aye, Jeannie Wolfe- Aye, Steve Aiello- Aye, Angie Auel- Aye. 
Motion carried 4-0 The closed session was entered at 5:32 p.m.

The board came out of closed session at 5:33 p.m.
A motion was made by Angie Auel, seconded by Brent Sauer-

brei to terminate the employee’s contract.  Brent Sauerbrei -Aye, 
Angie Auel-Aye, Jeannie Wolfe-Aye, Steve Aiello-Abstain. Motion 
carried 3-0

Motion by Brent Sauerbrei to adjourn and seconded by Steve 
Aiello. Motion carried 4-0. Adjournment at 5:34 p.m. 

Submitted by Supt. Hoover

Obituary - Norma Edgeton
Norma Jean Edgeton age 77 of 

Sumner, IA died Mon-
day, September 18, 
2023 in Rapid City, 
SD.

Graveside service 
was held 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, Septem-
ber 27, 2023 at St. 
Michael's Cemetery 
in Nashua, IA. Huge-
back-Johnson Funeral 

Home & Crematory in Nashua were in 
charge of arrangements.

She was born on December 20, 1945, 
to Elvin and Meta (Bullen) Nordman in 
Charles City, Iowa. Norma was one of 
three children, and her early years were 
marked by a loving family and a zest for 
life that would define her for decades to 
come.

Norma's educational journey led her 
to Nashua High School and eventually 

to her graduation from Plainfield High 
School. Her early career saw her wait-
ressing, a role she took to naturally due 
to her warm and welcoming personality. 
Norma had an uncanny ability to strike 
up conversations with anyone she met, 
making friends easily and leaving lasting 
impressions on everyone she encoun-
tered.

Following her time in the restaurant in-
dustry, Norma found herself working at 
convenient stores, often in management 
roles. Her dedication to helping people 
and engaging in heartfelt conversations 
continued to shine through in her work, 
where she provided excellent service and 
made customers feel like family.

In a beautiful chapter of her life, Nor-
ma married the love of her life, Carl, on 
December 23, 1995, in Oran, Iowa. To-
gether, they embarked on a journey filled 
with love and adventure. Norma was a 
vital partner in managing their hardware 
store.

One of Norma and Carl's favorite 
pastimes was their annual winter get-
away to Texas and summers in South 
Dakota where they embraced their love 
for horseback riding, camping, and trail 
riding with their beloved mules. Their 
travels together were filled with joy and 
shared adventures, and the memories 
created during those trips will be trea-
sured by all who knew them.

Norma had a special place in her heart 
for her animals, especially her loyal 
companion, Teddy. Her love for animals 
was evident in the care and affection she 
showered upon them, making her home a 
haven for four-legged friends.

Norma is survived by her husband Carl 
of Sumner, IA; one son, Dana (Holly) 
Benning of Greene, IA; two daughters, 
Brenda (Ed) Noteboom of Reinbeck, IA, 
Annette (Troy) Sage of Waverly, IA; two 
step-children, Kevin (Pam) Edgeton of 
Fairbank, IA; Trisha Loob of Texas and 
many grandkids and great grandkids.
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Readlyn, Long Ago
Compiled by Bob Thran Editor’s Note: Read the Chronicle, including “Readlyn, Long Ago,” online at: https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor
Cell: (319) 269-5089

wendymohlis@gmail.com
300 S. State Street, Denver, IA

 
Born and raised in 

Bremer county!

Ready to find your new home?
 

 

Readlyn Area Housing
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

For More Information Contact
KarTay Apartment Management 319-334-7110

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider.

62 years of age or older, handicapped/disabled regardless of age
• Very Low or Low-Income Families • One or Two Bedrooms - Ground Level 

• Stove & Refrigerator Furnished • Laundry Facilities On Site
• All Electric Units with Thermostat in Each Room
• Ample Closet Space  • Rent Based on Income

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

Readlyn Boxing Matches 
Wayne and Dale Kuethe’s father, El-

mer, as well as Uncles Reinhart and Ervin 
Judas were involved in boxing. Boxing 
matches were held in the 1930s until some 
years thereafter. Wayne remembers travel-
ing to Clarksville with his family to attend 
a boxing event. His Uncle Erv feared his 
opponent. Elmer Kuethe took his place.

I assume the bouts were staged in Read-
lyn in the outdoor movie lot. I attended no 
boxing events. I did hear people say that 
Erv Judas and Edgar Albrecht were both 
skilled boxers.

Last Boxing Matches 
Held In Readlyn

Six young kids, 10 or 11 years old, 
dreamed up promoting some boxing 
matches among themselves. We got per-
mission to use Wolf's Hall, the upstairs 
of the building across Main Street from 
Readlyn Public Library. Wayne and I 
do not remember how we advertised the 
bouts. Maybe we talked Lou Sherman into 
printing some fliers for us or possibly we 
handprinted them ourselves.

The boxing card:
Ervin Fortsch vs Dale Keuthe
Allen Fortsch vs Reiny Frietag, Jr.
Wayne Kuethe vs Glenroy Fortsch 

(Norman Seeman was originally slated to 
compete, but Glenroy replaced him.)

We set up chairs in the hall. Boxing 
matches were set on the stage. I was older 
and served as business manager and col-
lected the money at the top of the stairs. 
Admission was 10 cents per person.

The day of the bouts came. To our great 
surprise, lots of people came. The gate 
was split among the six boxers. Maybe 
each got a couple dollars. Big money, at 
that time, to those young kids.

Wayne and I now laugh about the in-
dividual matches. Dale was much taller 
than Erv Fortch. Reiny Frietag was much 
bigger than Al Fortsch. The only two on 
the boxing card that were evenly matched 
in size were Wayne vs Glen Fortsch. Glen 
was two years older than Wayne. No one 
was hurt in any of the matches.

Wayne and I do not remember how we 
kept track of rounds. Wayne thinks Fat 
Meyer was the referee. It is difficult to re-
call for this happened more than 75 years 
ago. When Wayne and I look back we find 
it difficult to comprehend the success of 
our evening of boxing matches. Many 
people attended. One major measure of 
success–not one person asked for their 
dime back.

Note: The interesting poster was mailed 
to me by Wayne Kuethe's sister, Judy 
Henn. Bout bill was saved by Mrs. E. H. 
“Ernie” Gehrke, mother of Stan Gehrke.

Deadline for the November 29 
Readlyn Chronicle is Thurs., Nov. 16 

 Send news to ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

BLACK HAWK COUNTY 
SIMULCAST LAND AUCTION

ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE
Parcel 1: 34.23 acres m/l, Section 21, Lester Township

Parcel 2: 38 acres m/l, Section 21, Lester Township

November 9, 2023, at 10:00 am 
Location: Dunkerton Community Hall

115 W Main Street
Dunkerton, IA 50626
Matt, Tessa & Vince 

641-990-4016
https://iowalandsales.com
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Send news to:  
readlynchronicle@gmail.com

Create something that 
your future self will 
thank you for. 
Like prioritizing your 
financial goals. Putting 
together a financial plan 
and investment strategy 
today can help you achieve 
your dreams tomorrow. 
Let’s get started.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & 
Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des 
Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (8-21)

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

319-415-5989
davidmatthias.fbfsagents.com

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

www.bankfidelity.bank  |  800.403.8333

Adam
Schaufenbuel
Vice President, Waverly

Megan
Niewoehner

Loan O�cer, Oelwein

#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*
Top 50 Ag Lender in the Nation*

* Source: Top 100 Farm Lenders Ranked by Dollar Volume, FDIC, Data as of 4Q 2021.
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Send news to the 
Chronicle at:

 ReadlynChronicle@
gmail.com

Being prepared with the right
insurance for your
farm and crop matters.

Call us to talk to one of our experienced
AgriBusiness Advisors today at 319.483.4854 or
visit our website at acceladvantage.com.

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell  319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

Farmers Cooperative Company
Readlyn: 319-279-3396

Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F

SHOP
LOCAL!

Stop in 
today!

We carry food for: 
Rabbits, Cats, Dogs, Chickens, Sheep, Horses & More

Softener Salt: 
Delivery in town to those needing assistance

Cedar & Pine Chips
Bird Seed • Grass Seed • Lawn Fertilizer

Bagged Shell Corn

Readlyn Gardeners (left to right) Ruth Wittenburg, Bonnie Erickson, Bonnie Wittenburg, 
Ruth Happel with the help of sisters on either side of her, and Marlys Deterding remove 
flowers to make room for the 200+ tulip and daffodil bulbs they planted.

Readlyn City Council - October 9, 2023
The Readlyn City Council met in open session on 

Monday, October 9, 2023 at 6:45PM for the Finance 
Committee to review bills and at 7:00PM for the reg-
ular meeting. Mayor Wedemeier in the chair and the 
following named council members present: Keith Brun-
scheon Rocco Imbrogno Joey Jones, Jason Franck.  
Absent: Nicole Barnes. Others in attendance: Steve Ai-
ello, Barney Wiersma, Austin Matthias, Louie Hartman, 
Mark McElhose.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by Imbrog-
no to approve minutes from the September 11, 2023 
council meeting.  All said yes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by Jones to ap-
prove bills presented for payment. All said yes. Motion 
carried.

Clerk and treasurer's  reports tabled until Novem-
ber meeting.

Budget report and library reports tabled until No-
vember meeting.

Motion by Franck and seconded by Jones to ap-
prove police report.  All said yes.  Motion carried. Mo-
tion by Brunscheon and seconded by Imbrogno to ap-
prove agenda as printed. All said yes.  Motion carried.

Readlyn Community Club, representative Louie 
Hartman discussed plans for fireworks and Christmas 
decorations.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by Jones to ap-
prove driveway variance for property owned by Barry 
McElhose located at 324 Goodell Ave, Readlyn, IA.  
The request would allow a change from a sixteen foot 

to an eighteen foot driveway with a change in the flare 
from one foot to three foot to match both sides of the 
driveway. Roll call vote.  AYES:  Brunscheon, Jones, 
Imbrogno, Franck. NAYS: None.  Motion carried.

Council received an update on the Readlyn Main 
Street Reconstruction Project. No contractor pay re-
quest or change orders were presented for approval.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by Jones 
to approve new volunteer fire dept members Ben An-
derson and Joe Rundle. Roll call vote.  AYES: Jones, 
Imbrogno, Franck, Brunscheon.  NAYS: None.  Motion 
carried.

Council received an update on the starting of the 
water tower maintenance project.

Council reviewed materials costs for police car 
garage at 311 Main Street.  Motion by Imbrogno and 
seconded by Brunscheon to approve purchase of ma-
terials from Sumner Building Supply.  Roll call vote.  
AYES:  Imbrogno, Franck, Burscheon, Jones.  NAYS:  
None.  Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by Jones to 
approve Police Chief, Steve Aiello to attend Iowa IAI 
Conference.  AYES:  Franck, Burnscheon, Jones, Im-
brogno.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried.

 Motion by Franck and seconded by Brunscheon 
to adjourn. All said yes.  Motion carried.  Meeting ad-
journed at 7:55PM.

Dan Wedemeier, Mayor
ATTEST:  Lois J Buhr, City Clerk

Senior Citizens meet at Panther Lanes
On Sept. 27, 21 members attended the 

11:30 a.m. Senior Citizen’s lunch and 
meeting at Panther Lanes in Tripoli. 

The meeting was called to order by 
President Ron Leistikow and he also led 
us in prayer before our meal.

We sang “Happy Birthday” to Larry 
Ladage, Don Heineman and Millie Craw-
ford as they all had birthdays in Septem-
ber.

We sang “Happy Anniversary” to Ron 
and Judy Leistikow as they celebrated 59 
years together. Don and Joyce Heineman 
celebrated 61years together. Congratula-
tions to both couples.

The treasurer’s report was read by Char-
lie Albrecht and the balance in the account 
after expenses was $ 301.00. Motion was 
made by Alice Soldwisch and seconded 
by Marlys Deterding to approve the trea-
surer's report. Motion carried.

The secretary’s minutes were read by 
Lois Thacher for August 16, 2023. Motion 
was made by Janet Ladage and Larry Lad-
age seconded it to approve the secretary's 
report. Motion carried.

Lois Thacher read a thank you from 
the Readlyn EMS for our $50.00 dona-
tion. Lois also read a thank you from His 
Hands Food Pantry in Oran, Iowa for our 
$50.00 donation.

Old Business: The Annual Esther Wit-
tenburg Memorial Golf Cart Ride was on 
September 16, 2023 at 1:30. It was report-
ed that there were 25 that rode the trail 
that day with golf carts. Fun was had by 
all.

The Readlyn Historical Society hosted 
their Annual Ice Cream Social on Sunday, 
August 20 from 4-6 PM. It was reported 
that 155 people were served ice cream by 
the Grump Ron Hartman and the Miss 

Readlyn Lily Schwickerath.
New Business: Octoberfest Celebration 

at the Poor Farm will be on October 19: 
5:30 Social time; 6:00 Soup Served; 6:25 
PM German Octoberfest Welcome-Pub-
lic Comments; 6:30 PM Buffet; 7:30 PM 
Live Entertainment by the Cedar Val-
ley Blue Grass; 8:30PM Building Tours. 
Carry outs available/7:15 PM. The price 
is $20.00 per person. Contact Ron Leisti-
kow at 319-279-3548 or Charlie Albrecht 
at 319-279-3228 for tickets.

 The Zion Lutheran Church Fall Dinner 
will be Sunday, October 22 from 11 AM 
to 1 PM. Dine-In and Drive-Thru. Free-
will donation and Quilt Raffle tickets 
available.

The St. Matthew Church Fall Dinner 
will be Sunday, November 5, 3-6 PM. 
Dine-In and Carry out.

A Birthday Party open to the Public 
was held at the Readlyn Public Library on 
September 20, 2023 honoring Bob Thran 
on his 94th Birthday. He received many 
compliments and thank yous for his ar-
ticles that he puts in the Chronicle each 
month. Pretty great at 94 years young to 
still have such a writing and composing 
ability to get the articles in the Chronicle 
that we all enjoy!

The next Senior Citizen meeting will 
be held October 18, 2023 at the Tripoli 
Bowling Alley. Marlys Deterding made 
a motion to adjourn and Millie Crawford 
seconded it. Motion carried. 

Lois Thacher, Secretary
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MEAL & CEREMONY

Wapsie Valley
Veterans Day 

In Honor of our Veterans

Wapsie Valley students in
kindergarten through 12th

grade will be in attendance at
the ceremony to honor our local

veterans and their families.

Veterans Day ceremony will begin at 12:30pm.

All veterans are invited to join us at Wapsie Valley Jr/Sr
High School for a meal at 11:30am.   RSVP required.

TO CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE, PLEASE RSVP WITH JENNI GROSS BY
NOVEMBER 1ST WITH THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING.

JGROSS@WAPSIEVALLEYSCHOOLS.ORG

Friday, November 10th

It is hard to believe that the month of 
October is half over and the cooler weath-
er has definitely arrived. A big congratu-
lations to all of our fall activities and the 
success that each of our teams has had this 
year. The strong traditions continue in the 
valley!

Over the next few months I am going 
to be sharing information in regards to 
school finance in Iowa. I feel this is an 
important topic for all patrons to have 
a basic understanding of so that you are 
knowledgeable about what schools can 
and cannot do with funds. It will also help 
you understand how staffing and facilities 
decisions are made.

Iowa School Finance
Iowa school finance can be difficult to 

navigate. Below are a few basic concepts 
that will start you on your way to a gener-
al understanding of where school funding 
comes from and how it can be spent.

Iowa school finance is based on the 
number of students in the district. The to-
tal amount of money a district has is de-
termined primarily by the number of chil-
dren enrolled. The Iowa Legislation sets 
the amount that school districts receive 
per child. That amount currently is $7424. 
Except for a few specific tax levies ded-
icated to specific purposes, the state pro-
hibits districts from levying as much local 
money as they might otherwise want to 
fund the school district. Therefore, when 

the number of students enrolled in the 
district increases, the amount of money 
for the district increases. On the contrary, 
when the number of students decreases, 
so does the amount of money available 
to the district. Schools are a labor-inten-
sive business, with about 80 percent of a 
district’s General Fund made up of staff 
salary and benefit costs.

People often wonder how the district’s 
tax rate is figured. The district’s tax rate 
is set by the school foundation formu-
la. There are only limited steps a school 
board can take to increase or decrease the 
property tax rate. Each tax levy has a lim-
ited purpose and the General Fund is for 
everything else. Property valuation has a 
big impact on the overall tax rate.

Certain funds have to be spent on cer-
tain things. Although it may not make 
sense that the district has enough money 
to pave a parking lot, remodel a building, 
or buy computers but not enough money 
to hire teachers (or vice versa), that’s how 
the state law works. These are different 
pots of money that can be used only for 
specific, legal purposes.

Next month I will discuss the different 
types of funds in the district budget and 
what those funds can be spent on. Please 
let me know if you have any questions. 
Thank you for your continued support and 
Go Warriors!

Chris Hoover, Superintendent

FALL DINNER  
& AUCTION

5:30-7:00 pm, Dinner
Menu: BBQ pork sandwiches, cheesy potatoes,  
baked beans & dessert
Live entertainment during dinner featuring alum

Emily (Erhardt) Bauer ’15
 

7:00 pm, Live Auction
Follow us on Facebook for auction item details:  

 Wapsie Valley Education Foundation

FALL DINNER & AUCTION
Wapsie Valley Education Foundation 

20th Annual

5:30-7:00 pm Dinner 

   7:00 pm Live Auction   •   50/50 Raffle

Over $500,000 raised in 19 years for 
teacher grants & scholarships

Visit our website or contact a board member to 
make a donation. All gifts are tax deductible.

We are a 501(c)3 organization. 100% of the money  
donated goes to student programs & scholarships.

Friday, Nov. 18th • Grumpy’s Event Center

Menu Includes Hot Sanwiches - Roast Beef & Pull Chicken, 
Cheesy Potatoes, Salads & Dessert

Current Board Members:  
Marilyn Steggall      Jill Krall 
Joey Rigdon            Lisa Oberle 
Tanya Hagenow      Tina Kaufman 
Annette Hyde          Mischa Matthias 
Sylvia Casterton      Doug Sheppard 
Tom Risse

(Need not be present to win.)

Readlyn, Iowa

NEW THIS YEAR: A freewill babysitting service 5-10 PM during the event for pre-school thru 6th grade 
at the highschool. All freewill donations used towards new sewing machines for FCS class. 

Sign-up at www.wapsievalleyschools.com/198355_2

(Visit our website for auction items.)

www.wapsievalleyschools.com/198355_2

Current Board Members:
Nichole Griese
Joey Rigdon
Tanya Hagenow
Doug Sheppard
Lisa Oberle
Alex Schmitz
Mischa Matthias

Jill Krall
Annette Hyde
Darren O’Donnell
Mitch Coffin

MAKE A DONATION
Visit our website, contact a board 
member or scan the QR code to go 
to PayPal to support our schools.  
All gifts are tax deductible.

~ 21st Annual ~
WAPSIE VALLEY EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

FALL DINNER  
& AUCTION

We are a 501(c)3 organization. 100% of the money 
donated goes to student programs & scholarship.

Friday, November 17  
American Legion, Fairbank, IA

Join us to support Wapsie Valley Community School District. We’ve raised 
over $500,000 in 20 years for school programs, teacher grants & scholarships, 
and we invite you to continue to build on the tradition of excellence!

www.wapsievalleyschools.com/198355_2

Send news to:  
readlynchronicle@gmail.com
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We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

Jeffrey F. Arians, CPA
Quality Accounting Services 

1002 Broadway Street 
Waterloo, IA 50703

319-234-2813 
www.qasiowa.com

Trusted Accounting 
Services

for Individuals & Businesses

Sixth grade students teach building-wide expectations to the elementary students 
during Leader Academy (photos below).

Homecoming Week!

Firemen visit during Fire Prevention Week.

Connie Rochford, Broker
215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA

563-578-8899
www.towncountryhome.com

Agents:

Serving the needs of our communities matters!

Louie Hartman
319-239-0533

 Gary Guether 319-415-9874
 Christopher Tibbott 319-404-9435
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INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.

VANDAELE 
INSURANCE, INC.

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467
Fairbank, IA 50629

319-635-2526
Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family

Wapsie Valley High 
School Class of 
1973 reunion
Wapsie Valley High School Class of 1973 
attended their reunion Sept. 9 at Grumpy’s 
in Readlyn. In the photo at left, way in the 
back, left to right, are: Terry Bush, Kevin 
Niebuhr, Tim Curley, Keith Brandt; back 
row: Jeff Milks, Dennis Sprague, Stephen 
Rourke, Larry Pavelec, Duane Schmidtke, 
John Friedrich, Judy Poock Chase, Lucy 
Schmitt Wiebbecke, Pati Frost Thompson, 
Diane Kohagen Rourke. In the center: Jan 
Schmitz Straley. Front row: Cheryl White-
hill, Bev Plaster Bushaw, Susan Wedemei-
er Hulbert, Jane Mock Pagel, Trish Meier 
Pint, Lynn Gill Plaster, Jane Kerns Heine-
man. Not in the photo: Rachel Brandt 
Skvor, Becky Hesse Lindsay.

Crane Creek Firefighters take the trophy for tabs at annual convention
Iowa’s Annual Firefighters Association 

Convention was September 6-10, 2023 
hosted by Iowa Falls.  

One of the competitions that takes 
place during the convention is collect-
ing of can tabs. Crane Creek recorded 
536 pounds of tabs and were this year’s 
champions. It takes approximately 1,300 
tabs to make a pound. This equates to ap-
proximately 696,800 tabs for the champs. 
These tabs can be pulled from beverage 
cans, soup cans, cat food cans, or any 
miscellaneous aluminum can tabs. Plain-
field, Sumner, Waucoma and Westgate 
have joined forces for tab collections and 
are bound and determined to dethrone 
Crane Creek.

Jen Happel of Denver has been the 
leader in getting the communities focused 
to save tabs. That desire has also been 
spread on to Nancy Kleitsch, Readlyn, 

and Ann Harms, Tripoli. These gals report 
that they have several people from across 
the state gathering tabs and getting them 
for the annual competition. They even re-
port folks from other states bringing them 
tabs.

The 2023 results were (in pounds):  
Crane Creek – 536, Atlantic – 451, Plain-
field and friends – 203, Stacyville – 167, 
Key West – 50,  Latimer – 47, Little Rock 
– 28, Lineville -  2.  This means 1,484 to-
tal pounds were collected this year which 
is approximately 1,929,200 tabs. 

The price for aluminum when melt-
ed down ranges from $.85 to $1.00 per 
lb. Bremer County alone donated over 
$650.00 - just from taking a tab off and 
saving it! Everyone involved in saving 
says, “Just make it a habit! It doesn’t cost 
you any extra time!”

At convention, the tabs are collected by 

the Can Tabulous crew. They work with a 
man by the name of Jeff Jefferson. He has 
been sorting and cleaning these tabs for 53 
years. After meticulously doing this, the 
tabs are turned in to a cash donation to the 
Shriners Hospital for the children's burn 
unit to help families pay for their medi-

cal expenses. In Jefferson’s years of doing 
this he calculates over $86,500 going to 
help burn victims.

Thanks everyone for your help! This 
is an ongoing effort where the tabs are 
turned in every September at convention.  
Keep tabbing!

Crane Creek Firefighters and Friends include, front row, left to right: John Kleitsch, 
Galen Nuss, Nancy Kleitsch, Cory Hesse, Larry Piehl; standing: Tyler Kroese, Rachel 
Dezarn, Derek Dezarn, Deb Kroese, Courtney Hesse, Randy Kleitsch, Ron Oltrogge, 
Glenda Kleitsch, Tim Cappel, Scott Kroese, Scott Broten, Ann Harms, Vern Joerger, An-
gie Joerger, Jen Happel, Tom Thurm, Hailey Broten. Photo and article contributed by Ann Harms
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GINGERICH
Roofi ng Solutions

Metal • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings
Siding • Pole Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
319.505.3938

1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd.
Hazleton, IA 50641

319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

Fettkether
Fertilizer Co., LLC

Dunkerton, IA
319-404-0064

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

340 S. State St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5691

denverdrugandphoto.com

David R. Wheeler
8234 E. Marquis Rd., Fairbank, IA 

(319) 230-1029

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC

www.kaisercorson.com
205 Highland Avenue, Readlyn, Iowa 50668 

(319) 279-3551

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

131 Tower Street, Denver • 319-984-6191
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule your appointment in Denver today!

“OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS”
Robert R. Pipho, D.D.S. • Brendon T. Boerm, D.D.S.

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!BOO!

Trick-or-Treat in Readlyn 
Sunday, October 29 • 4-6 PM
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Send news to 
ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

Deadline for the Nov. 29 Chronicle is 
Thurs., Nov. 16 at 5 PM

Send news to 
ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

Caring For Our Family, One Loving Heart at a Time.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Services:
Custom Welding

Power Equipment
Hydraulic Hoses

412 7th Street, Janesville
(319) 987-2801• Cell: (319) 230-7770

email: shop@stokeswelding.comwww.stokeswelding.com

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

St. Matthew’s

Dine-In:  Church Basement
Carryout:  Church Parsonage Garage

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5
3:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Turkey,  Roast Beef,  Mashed
Potatoes and Gravy,  Stuff ing,

Corn,  Sauerkraut,  Rolls ,  Orange
Salad,  Cranberry Salad,  Pie

Fall
Dinner

Jennifer Jaschen
Attorney At Law

4817 University Avenue, Suite D
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

jaschenlaw@outlook.com 
Phone: 319-553-3400

Specializing in: Real Estate, Estate 
Planning, Wills, Trusts, Estates, 

& Business Administration.
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ReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlyn
OutdoorsOutdoorsOutdoors

By: Eric Johnston

“It’s Not A Passion,
It’s an Obsession” Part Three

Ejohnston@mossyoakprostaff.com 
When I last left you in this story of my Mossy 

Oak Journey, I had given you a background on 
my start, and we had made our way through los-
ing Tim, and the impact of that loss. This month, 
I will take you through my first trip to headquar-
ters in West Point, Mississippi. 

After losing Tim, our prostaff family was in 
times of, “What do we do now?” Not only had 
Tim started and built the Mossy Oak prostaff, he 
was our go-to person and the man with all the 
answers. To use the term “void” was an under-
statement. Folks within Mossy Oak scrambled 
to fill his role until a more permanent solution 
was found. For a year, the “Leadership Board” 
was formed comprised of five regional managers 
across the country each holding a specific duty 
that Tim had taken care of. This worked well 
to help keep things going and good friend that 
I’ve written on quite a bit through this journey, 
Perry Peterson, was one of the board members. 
I was quite happy with this as I was well-versed 
in working with Perry. Throughout the time of 
the leadership board, two others that were on it, 
DJ Randolph and Perry Cremeans, also became 
good friends through email and Zoom meetings. 
This rolled along well and, in late 2022, Jason 
Hart was named our new National Manager to 
fill Tim’s role. Jason had quite a task ahead tak-
ing over Tim’s role. Luckily, Jason was well-
versed in Mossy Oak and was a friend of Tim, 
so he knew the role he would fill. 

We went through the winter into 2023 and I 
became quite 
excited as Ja-
son announced 
we would have 
the manag-
ers’ meeting 
in West Point 
in June 2023. 
I was finally 
going to head-
quarters! With 
the announce-
ment came 
time to book 
flights and my-
self, Perry Pe-

terson and Ryan Recker would be traveling to-
gether and meet up with DJ Randolph and Perry 
Cremeans on our way to Mississippi. DJ would 
fly from North Dakota and meet us in Minne-
apolis and Perry would fly from California and 
meet the four of us in Memphis, Tennessee. 
As you might imagine, the days leading up to 
that early June trip were exciting for me, to say 
the least, but I also felt a little nervousness and 
anxiety as I would be meeting not only my new 
manager, but my colleagues that, other than Per-
ry and Ryan, I had only known through email, 
Zoom, and occasional phone calls. 

The Thursday morning we were to leave fi-
nally came and I was to meet Perry and Ryan at 
the Cedar Rapids airport early in the morning. 
My nervousness quickly went away as I walked 
up the stairs at the airport and soon saw Perry 
and he immediately made a joke and greeted 
me with a handshake. I realized right then that, 

while this was a business trip, it was going to 
be a lot of fun. In Perry’s friendly way he joked 
we were waiting on Ryan as usual, as Ryan was 
checking a bag. 

Once Ryan met up with us and we were 
through security, the trip truly began. We board-
ed the plane and conversations of deer, turkey, 
fishing, and land all ensued. The flight to Min-
neapolis seemed to pass in a snap with the three 
of us just hanging out talking. Once in Minne-
apolis, we met up with DJ  Randolph. I had met 
DJ in person one other time out of the blue in 
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin at Cabelas as he 
was passing through. We all four decided to pass 
the time waiting for our flight to Memphis in the 
airport lounge with a few beverages to knock the 
nerves off. Once again, with DJ, we talked out-
doors and what to expect on the trip. The flight 
from Minneapolis to Memphis went smooth and 
we began our search for Perry. Perry was to be 
renting a van for all five of us to ride to West 
Point, roughly a two-hour drive. We waited out-
side and, when we spotted Perry, he rolled up in 
a Toyota Tacoma. Yes, five guys with luggage, 
small truck…. Luckily it was an “extended” cab 
and myself, DJ, and Ryan aren’t big guys and we 
rode in the “extended” cab. We made our way to 
Plymouth Bluff Environmental Center where we 
would spend the next few days. 

Upon arrival, we all stretched out as our 
knees were locked in our chests. Plymouth 
Bluff is a beautiful setting for a conference like 
we had if you can picture a large lodge building 
and newly remodeled cabins for each of us to 
stay in dotted throughout the park-like Missis-
sippi woods setting. Once settled in our cabins, 
we all made our way to the lodge. There we met 
Jason Hart, our new National Manager. I was 
excited to finally meet him and the usual talk 
of outdoors and getting to know each other be-
gan. Jason rolled out the red carpet for us with 
catered meals, and all the snacks and drinks you 
could think of. Soon, one-by-one, managers 
from across the country began to arrive and it 
was so fun to meet and get to know each of them 
besides email or seeing them on a screen. The 
first evening we had a great meal and socialized 
and got to know each other better. Jason gave 
us a rundown of what to expect on the week-
end. Friday and Saturday would be meetings in 
a classroom-type setting with multiple partner 
company representatives across the outdoor in-
dustry showcasing their products to us and how 
we can help promote them. And Friday evening 
would be a trip to the Mossy Oak Store in West 
Point followed by a fish fry at the Mossy Oak 
cabin with Toxey Haas and others within Mossy 
Oak. “Wait, Jason back up… Did you say a 
fish fry with Toxey?” “Yes, I did, Eric!” Jason 
smiled. Just then, Ryan grabbed my shoulder 
smiling and said, “Settle buddy” with a smile. 

If you remember at the beginning of this jour-
ney I said remember the name Toxey Haas. My 
longtime readers probably know I get a little 
star-struck, like my article spending a day with 
Kevin VanDam. This was no different. There are 
a handful of people in this world I looked up to 
as a younger person and modeled my life after, 
so to speak. To no surprise, KVD is certainly one 
of those with names like Dale Earnhardt, John 
Wayne, and a few others. Well, Toxey is very 
high on that list as well. Mossy Oak was found-

ed by Toxey in 1986 by starting with handfuls of 
dirt, leaves, and sticks at the fabric store to better 
match nature with camo. I, being born in 1981, 
was a very obsessed-with-the-outdoors young boy 
when Mossy Oak really took off and made hunt-
ing videos and TV shows through the ‘90s. From 
the begin-
ning, with 
no ties to 
the com-
pany, I had 
to wear 
Mossy 
Oak for 
not only 
the great 
patterns of 
camo, but 
what the 
company 
stood for 
with land 
steward-
ship, family, and passing it on. I could hardly 
contain myself as I was about to meet another one 
of my childhood heroes. It was honestly hard to 
sleep that night knowing what lay ahead. 

I was up early and to breakfast at the lodge 
Friday morning and met with Perry to eat. Short-
ly after, our meeting started and Toxey walked 
into the room. Once again, Ryan grabbed me 
and I looked over to see him and Perry with 
grins at me and I relaxed. Toxey spoke to all 
of us, telling how important we all are to the 
brand and how much he appreciates the work 
we do. Shortly after, he left and the day began 
with companies showcasing products. It was so 
cool to not just get an email with a picture of a 
product that hadn’t been introduced yet, but ac-
tually hold it, look it over and, with some prod-
ucts, try it. The day on Friday was informative 
and Jason kept it fun as to not make it a total 
classroom event. 

When 
the meet-
ings fin-
ished up 
for Friday, 
tour bus-
es rolled 
up and we 
were on 
our way to 
the Mossy 
Oak Store, 
a huge 
building 
with 
wall-to-
wall camo and hunting and fishing products. Ja-
son gave us all gift cards and the shopping spree 
was on! I was in heaven and quickly realized 
I needed to get all this on a plane to go home! 
Problem solved with a Mossy Oak duffel bag! 

Once done at the store, it was time to head to 
the Haas Cabin. This cabin is in all the pictures 
of the Mossy Oak ads and commercials you see 
on television and has been in the Haas family 
for generations on the Haas farm. As we drove 
down the long lane into the property, a lake was 
to our right and I could see fish swimming and 
breaking the surface everywhere. Oak trees lined 
the property everywhere and we pulled into the 
circle drive and saw the cabin. Picture old hand-
worked wood with square nails and beautiful 
craftsmanship throughout. It truly was a sight to 
see. We were greeted by Cuz Strickland, another 
man I look up to that’s prominent within Mossy 
Oak. We started hanging out on the porch that 
overlooked the lake, just relaxing. Miss Mag-

gie, the social media coordinator for Mossy 
Oak, took a few of us on a tour of the cabin and 
when we made our way to the back porch there 
sat Toxey, catfish cooking and relaxing with an 
ice cold beverage. He offered me one and we sat 
and talked about the outdoors, prostaff, and fam-
ily. Cuz joined us and Bobby Cole joined in as 
well. Bobby is with Mossy Oak GameKeepers 
and BioLogic and is also an author. I told Bob-
by, “My wife, Aubrey, would like to thank you.” 
Bobby says, “What for?” Eric, “Yours are the 
only series of books I’ve read cover-to-cover.” 
Toxey and the group laughed. 

We had the most wonderful catfish dinner 
on the porch and joked and socialized. I was 
in heaven, I couldn’t believe I was hanging out 
with a group that had quite an impact on my 
life and they probably didn’t even realize it. As 
Toxey was headed out for home, I shook his 
hand and thanked him for the opportunity. He 
thanked me for being there and working for his 
company. We took some group photos and got 
back on the bus to Plymouth Bluff. 

On the way back that night, I was sitting next 
to Perry and I thanked him for every opportuni-
ty he presented me with. As you might remem-
ber from part one, this all started for me because 
of him and what he saw in me. He fist bumped 
me and we made our way back. 

On Saturday, we met with a few more com-
panies and Jason gave us a breakdown of where 
he sees the prostaff heading, keeping Tim’s 
legacy intact and incorporating his ideas along 
with it. I feel great about the direction the pros-
taff is headed with Jason at the wheel. Saturday 
evening was more socializing and hanging out 
at the lodge and saying goodbyes as most were 
leaving early in the morning on Sunday. I’ll 
spare you all the breakdown of our trip home, as 
this was when flight delays were prevalent and, 
needless to say, it took us a minute to get home. 

First off, I want to say to all my brothers 
of prostaff managers, I had a fantastic time 
meeting you all and, although I don’t have the 
space in my column to name you all, it truly is 
a brotherhood and I feel I’ve made some life-
long friends. Jason, Toxey, and everyone at 
Mossy Oak, thank you so much for the great 
hospitality and making it feel like a true fami-
ly atmosphere! It’s a blessing to be part of this. 
Ryan Recker, thanks for keeping my feet on the 
ground throughout the weekend and being a 
great friend from the beginning of my time with 
Mossy Oak. 

And last, but definitely not least, Perry Pe-
terson, as I wrote a few paragraphs up, none of 
this would be possible without you believing 
in me enough to urge Tim to promote me and 

you helping 
me along the 
way. I know 
I don’t call 
and hang 
out enough, 
but you truly 
mean a lot to 
me and after 
this trip I re-
ally feel our 
friendship 
was strength-
ened. BUT! 
Please, still 

bust my butt if 
I make a mistake or could be doing something 
better as I still feel like I’m learning and I look 
up to you! This is truly a trip I’ll never forget 
and, God willing, will see all these folks again 
soon. Thanks to all the readers for following 
along, and until next time, GET OUTDOORS!

Eric Johnston (left) and 
Ryan Recker

The Mossy Oak Store

Eric Johnston (left) with 
Toxey Haas

Perry Peterson

The Haas Cabin - over 100 years old!

The Mossy Oak Gang
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Give a call for those who matter to you.

News from Community Lutheran School

Three-year-old preschool picked apples from Jason and Krissy 
Franck’s apple tree during their apple unit. 

The three-year-old preschool enjoys their monthly story time with 
Ms. Beth at the Readlyn Library! 

Staying low to avoid the smoke. 

Preschool and kindergarten classes during Fire Safety Week

First through eighth grade during Fire Safety Week

Thank you for the fire helmets! 

The 5th-8th graders took a field trip to Millstar Farm in Oelwein to visit 
their flower garden, pumpkin patch, and look for Monarch butterflies in 
September. Our students had fun spreading milkweed seed for butterflies! 
They learned a lot about their habitats, but had even more fun picking and 
cutting flowers to make our own arrangements! Thanks to Rachel Mills 
and family for the flowers and fellowship!
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Ag Resources
Bayer Crop Science 

David R. Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Farmers Co-op 
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Advanced Realtors®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Jennifer Jaschen - Attorneys at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
jaschenlaw@outlook.com

(319) 553-3400

Fischels Residential Group
Joe Leehey, Residential Broker

(319) 415-7349
 joe@� schelsgroup.com
www.� schelsgroup.com

3510 Kimball Ave. Ste. H, Waterloo, IA 
50702 • Tel: (319) 234-5000 

Re/Max Alliance
Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor

319-269-5089
300 S. State St., Denver
wendymohlis@gmail.com

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

hartmanlouie@gmail.com
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

O�  ce 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319.352.3917

Gingerich Roofi ng Solutions
1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton 

319-505-3938

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Denver Family Dental
131 Tower St., Denver

319-984-6191

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

Fidelity Bank & Trust
Adam Schaufenbuel  Waverly 

319-483-1001
Megan Niewoehner   Oelwein 

319-283-2524

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340

www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Quality Accounting Services
1002 Broadway St., Waterloo

(319) 234-2813 www.qasiowa.com

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

American Savings Bank-Tripoli
312 S. Main St. • (319) 882-4279

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Security State Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Food and
Restaurants
Grumpy’s Bar & Event Center

Main Street, Readlyn, IA

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plain� eld 

(319) 275-4528

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
O�  ce: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090
VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery

Tiedt Nursery 
(319) 404-9133

Ask for Zach Kuhlmann or Matt Wells
www.wellshollowlandscaping.com

Wells Hollow Landscaping
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave. 
(319) 279-3363

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. 
 (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses
CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC

Owner:  Darrin Siefken 
107 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-9129

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft

Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA 

(319) 635-2311 (888) 282-9992 
www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

CHRONICLE
 Sponsorship
DIRECTORY

Friends of the 
Chronicle

Community Lutheran School
Mike & Sue Kircho� 

DA Acres - Leistikow Family
Wapsie Farm Partnership

Randy Abbas
Readlyn Senior Citizens

You can become a 
Friend of the Chronicle! 

Call RON LEISTIKOW for details!
 (319) 279-3548
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Lori Beierschmitt, Broker/Owner
Cell: 319-238-1700

ADVANCED, REALTORS®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

REALTOR.COM       REALTOR.COM       REALTOR.COM

KUENNEN’S  HOUSE OF  POWERCALL FOR THE PRICE OF THE BUILDING SITE!! 
Endless Possibilities. Business or building only

KUENNEN’S  HOUSE OF  POWER

2 BEDRM, 1BATH, 2 CAR DET.
NICELY UPDATED & READY FOR
NEW OWNERS.  ONLY  $140,000

CALL TODAY TO SEE IT!

117 – 6TH AVE S.E., OELWEIN

N
NNEW

LISTING!

Upated 2 –story, 3 bedrms, 1.5  baths, 
NEW Kitchen &  APPLIANCES,  

SOLAR PANELS,
 Large Rooms, fenced yard, &

Full bath up w/Laundry up!  
CALL TODAY!

208 – 4TH ST S.E., INDE.

NEW  

FAIRBANK  

LISTING!!

3-4 BEDRM,   2 BATHS, 
OPEN FLOOR PLAN,
LAMINATE FLOORS, 

NEW CARPETS ON ORDER,
FULL BASEMENT 

w / WALK-OUT TO PATIO / DECK,
CORNER LOCATION IN SE 

FAIRBANK.

402 BUCHANAN ST S., FAIRBANK

510  - 1ST ST W, INDE.
2 story, 3 bedrm, 1 bath, Wood
Floors, Open Floor Plan, Newer

Amenities, Oak Kitchen w/ Appliances.pp

NEW LISTING 

PRICED TO SELL!
$90,000

Deadline for the November 29 Readlyn Chronicle  
is Thurs., November 16 at 5 PM

Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s  
Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Sunday services 8:00 AM

Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street, Readlyn 

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 8:30 a.m.

Mary-Martha Circle 
1st Wednesday 7 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Sunday Services 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:05 - 9:45 a.m.
Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday

Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.


