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Santa, s’mores, fireworks - wow!
The family-fun evening began at 3:30 

p.m., November 25, when Santa arrived at 
the Readlyn Fire Station. Rather than just 
listening to children’s wish lists, Santa 
chose to extend the visit by riding in the 
evening parade as well as enjoying the 
lighting of the Readlyn Christmas Tree 
and spectacular fireworks. 

After visiting with Santa, 150 children 
were awarded customary gift bags pre-
pared by this year’s Grump and former 
Grumps. Participants were also able to reg-
ister for a chance to win a ham purchased 
by the Readlyn Community Club. Also, 
folks were treated to hot chocolate served 
by the Rainbow Clovers and Readlyn Roy-
alty Lily Swickerath and Kaliya Lampe. 

But wait! There was more ~ the ev-
er-popular s’mores were prepared and 
served by Readlyn firemen; as a result of 
the many people attending, both venues 
ran out of their treats and offer their apol-
ogies.

At 6:00 p.m., the colorful evening pa-
rade began with Louie Hartman as the 
emcee. The parade was followed by the 
lighting of the amazing Readlyn Christ-
mas Tree donated by Laverne and Judy 
Leistikow. Next, Grump Ron Hartman, 
assisted by Louie Hartman, drew the fol-
lowing ham winners’ names: Aydan Pow-
ell, Sean Van Natta, Jeremy Ryherd, Mike 
Swisher, Mary Lou Billhorn, Denise 
Ritzman, Kason Van Natta, Janet Lad-
age, Scott Broten, Autum Ganske, Tracy 
Szurley, Savina Perez, Robert Helmer, 
Kyle Spowart, Ron Hartman, and Santa 
Claus. The festivities culminated with an 
impressive fireworks display by Flashing 
Thunder.

Readlyn Community Club would like to 
thank all of the many residents who donat-
ed their time and/or money to provide this 
entertaining venue; thank you, too, to all 
who attended Readlyn’s Christmas Com-
mencement.

Wow! Readlyn Community Club’s November 25 celebration was so successful that San-
ta took time to text us to say, “While riding in your parade, with the snow and music, it felt 
like I was in a Hallmark movie.” See more photos on page 11.

Lighting up Readlyn for the holidays

First place: Denise and Scott Schock, 123 Highland (above and below) Second Place: Ben and Jessica Anderson, 236 Fifth Street

Third place: Dave and Lisa Matthias, 511 Malone

Honorable Mention:
Holly and Darrin Carlson,
 402 6th Street
Ron and Louie Hartman, 248 Clark
Kevin and Stacie Price, 247 Clark
Jerry and Cindy Sauerbrei, 401 5th 
 Street Place
Kyle and Kelly Shores, 503 Malone
Rod and Bonnie Wittenburg,
 112 Malone
Scott and Connie Matthias, 
 223 West 4th Street
Jim and Tamara Wolff, 346 Briggs
Jim and Bev Collins, 240 Wolf
Ron and Nancy Kohagen,
 453 2nd Street
Eric and Aubrey Johnston, 
 308 Magil Avenue

First Place
With all of the light displays in 

Readlyn, Scott and Denise Schrock 
are extremely pleased and surprised 
to win this year’s Christmas lighting 
contest. These former winners contin-
ue to improve their display annually. 

Their passion of blow-ups is evi-
dent. The new blow-ups this year re-
flect their individual loves: Scott’s is 
their part husky and Denise’s is cof-
fee. It’s impressive how they deco-
rate the front, side, and back of their 
house. 

They thank the Readlyn Community 
Club for sponsoring this contest. 

Second Place
Ben and Jessica Anderson agree 

that it is important to recognize Mi-
chael Bergmann for using his talents, 
patience, and love of Christmas lights 
to put up all of their lights. They en-
courage others to utilize him next 
year to help bring Christmas to their 
homes.    

Decorating the Anderson home 
was a must this year since they live 
in what was once Elton  and Shirley 
Schutte’s home. Elton was the mas-
ter of Christmas lights and always 
had the house decked out in Santa 
Clauses and Disney characters. Jessi-

ca remembers going to Grandpa and 
Grandma’s Christmas Wonderland. 
Now their goal is to have that tradi-
tion continue since beloved Grandpa, 
Elton Schutte, departed this year. The 
decorations are not to Elton Schutte’s 
standards yet, but they hope to add 
additional lights and displays each 
year in honor of Elton.

The Andersons want to express how 
thankful they are to the Readlyn Com-
munity Club for recognizing their ef-
forts this year. 

Third Place
The Matthias household wishes ev-

eryone a Merry Christmas!
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Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Lily Schwickerath

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Ron Hartman, 2023 Grump

SEND NEWS 
to the Chronicle at:

 ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com
The deadline for the January 31 Chronicle is 

Thursday, January 18 at 5 p.m.
Owners

Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

1004 E. Bremer Ave.
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

Decorating the park went well with a 
lot of volunteers and pretty good weather. 
Santa Claus was coming to town, so the 
Grumps filled 150 bags with candy, fruit 
and peanuts. Remember that number.  

Santa’s visit was here, so we went to the 
Fire Station to decorate with quite a few 
volunteers. Volunteers are always wel-
come. At 3:30 pm, the kids started to come 
to see Santa. It was a lot of fun watching 
parents putting their screaming kids on 
Santa’s lap while laughing and taking pic-
tures. Luckily, it was my job to hand out 
the candy bags and make the kids smile. 
The firemen helped and made s’mores. 
The 4-H club served hot cocoa. 

As 5:30 pm and Santa’s departure got 
closer, the bags of goodies were getting 
low. At 5:29 pm, there were two bags left 
and two kids came through the door. It 
worked out just right with Santa delivered 
to the parade route on time. 

It was snowing for the parade, tree light-
ing, ham drawing and fireworks. It was 
just a great evening and Flashing Thunder 
put on one heck of a fireworks show. We 

cleaned up the Fire Station and were on to 
the next events.

The Milks family and Historical So-
ciety dedicated the Fire Department bell 
from years ago back to Readlyn. Yes, the 
Grump was there. Ron Steele was not.  

I had to take a couple of days off after 
calling my heart doctor due to having trou-
ble breathing. During a nuclear stress test, 
my heart stopped which caused a whole 
bunch of commotion. I was in heart sur-
gery two hours later with one artery 99% 
blocked and one at 75% blocked. There is 
still one 70% blocked, but my insurance 
won’t pay for it unless it is over 70%. 

The 2017 Grump talked me into going 
to the “W” in Waverly. I might as well do 
something! The membership fee includes 
the weightlifting equipment, treadmills, 
bikes, access to the indoor track, pool, hot 
tub and free entrance to Wartburg sports 
events. A trainer will show you how to use 
everything. It’s enjoyable and hopefully 
I’m on to better health.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,
Your 2023 Grump

Letters to Santa
Dear, Santa
How many elves are there at the North 

Pole? How many cookies do you eat in 
one year? For Christmas I want a brace-
let set, wireless headphones and socks.

In school I've been really really good. 
How are you doing Santa? Are you 
friends with the Easter Bunny and the 
Tooth Fairy? Last year I was in the hos-
pital for a long time. I got to go to the 
Iowa Hospital. I had to wake up in the 
middle of the night to take medicine . 
We also need a new house really bad.
Our house is falling apart and we have 
duct tape everywhere. Korvin and I have 
our birthdays close together. I'm start-
ing to play basketball and I really like 
it.Which reindeer is your favorite?

Love Eliana

Dear Santa,
I really miss you, when will you come 

back so you can have some  milk? Hope 
you have fun on your vacation to Amer-
ica. Also, what I want for Christmas this 
year is new shoes, a new phone,a new 
Xbox, a new computer, and a new VR 
headset. Oh, and also I'll ask my mom 
for some carrots for the reindeer, and 
I'll try to get a warm glass of milk, and 
some cookies for you. I

hope you have a great time at the 
North Pole. How have you been? I'm 
well, I've tried to be good. Hope you 
have some good cookies! Also, why do 
you put up wrapping paper on the door 
to my living room, just why?

Sincerely CJ,
 
Dear Santa,
How are you doing? Are you doing 

very well? Can I have an IPhone 15 Pro?
Can my dad buy me The forest?
Can I have a bigger room  before 

Christmas or on Christmas? Can I 
have a VR headset for Christmas?                                   
· Can I have a  PS5?

On Christmas Eve, can go to a restau-
rant in Waverly? I hope my Sister Will 
be a little better at the new house.

Love  Onyx

Dear Santa,
I hope you come back soon. I hope 

you get here safely. I want a drone. How 
are you doing? I'm doing really well. I 
hope you have a great Christmas.

From Holden

Dear Santa,
Can I have a new table cuz I need one 

because my mom doesn’t like the one 
we have.  I want a circle table. I always 
want to meet you.l always want to be 
with you and can I have a toy of you? 
So can I get a new table? I hope you 
have a great day.  I wanted a joke book. 
I always wanted one. I want a flashlight 
and I always wanted a Control monster 
truck. Can I have a VR?  Have a great 
day  bye

From, Randy

Hi Mr. Santa,
Santa can I please have a VR  and a 

PS5? How are you doing and how are 
your reindeers doing? I would like to 
surprise my mom with a puppy. I would 
like gift cards to use to buy games for 
my PS5 and 13 Vbucks.  It sure looks 
like a hard job but your job is really cool 
I think how

are you doing with it. It is good. San-
ta, my mom is doing really good and I 
really love her. I am doing really well. I 
would like something for my new step-
dad please and Santa if you know what 
he likes. Will you please get it for him?

Thank you, Adam

Hello Readlyn Community! 
This month has been filled with so much 

joy and laughter. 
In November, I had the amazing op-

portunity to help serve cookies, and hot 
chocolate with a couple of 4-H members. 
It was such a wonderful feeling seeing all 
of the young kids happy faces after their 
visit with Santa! 

For the month of December, I am very 
excited to see family and friends, eat 

amazing food, drive around and see differ-
ent Christmas lights displays around town 
during the break. 

A couple of my favorite things to do 
during Christmas time is to get the Christ-
mas tree right after Thanksgiving, bake 
and decorate cookies, build gingerbread 
houses,  and walk around in the snow, if 
there is any this year. 

I can’t wait to see what the new year 
brings for the Readlyn community, and 
myself. 
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Readlyn Community Happenings

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab is a non-profit  
28 licensed bed long-term care setting certified 
by Medicare and Medicaid.  We are committed 

to providing excellent care and support to 
residents, families, the community and our 

employees.  We provide skilled nursing, 
rehabilitative therapy services, continuous 

nursing care, social services and activity 
programs designed to meet various types  

of individual needs.  
Independently Owned & Operated

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd Street SW, Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-4269
trnuhome@butler-bremer.com

Best wishes to you and your loved ones for
peace, joy, health and abundance in the new year!

Thank you for making time for us in 2023. We really appreciate 
your business and look forward to seeing you again soon.

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main Street - P.O. Box 40
Readlyn, IA 50668-0040
319-279-3321
Website: www.readlynsavingsbank.com
Email: info@readlynsavingsbank.com

American Savings Bank
a location of Readlyn Savings Bank

312 S. Main Street - P.O. Box 909
Tripoli, IA 50676-0909

319-882-4279 or
800-853-4294

RSB ~ Taking Good Care of You! ~ Since 1904 ASB ~ � e Spirit of American Banking ~ Since 1899

Thank You!
Thank you to everyone that sent 

a card for my 90th birthday.  
It was so much fun to  

hear from people I haven’t  
seen in years and all the  
personal notes brought  
back a lot of good  
memories.
Harold Wehling

Next Pepper 
tournament  
is Jan. 6

The pepper tournament was held at 
Grumpy’s on December 2. Sixteen players 
participated. The winners and their scores 
were:

1st: Don Childs and Dave Schumacher 
- 209

2nd: Roger and Connie Buhr - 195
3rd: Sean and Lorna Van Natta - 194
4th: Doris Hagenow and Therese 

Schumacher - 175
The next pepper tournament will be 

January 6 at 1:00 p.m. at Grumpy’s.
Entry fee is $3.00. Bring a partner and 

join in the fun!
Wishing you a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year!
Shirley Kuker and Judy Henn

Readlyn Community Club (RCC) board members Louie Hartman and Tiffany Mc-
Cumber present Sheila Rosengarten with a bouquet from Love and Lace on behalf of 
RCC to celebrate the opening of balance, her massage therapy business at 136 Main 
Street Readlyn. Text 319-290-3392 to make a weekday late afternoon or Saturday morn-
ing appointment. 

CPR BLS classes offered in Readlyn
CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) 

BLS (basic life support) classes will be 
now offered every other month at the fire 
station in Readlyn. Dates and times will 
be announced on Facebook and in the 
Chronicle.

Classes will be approximately 4 hours 
and cost for class is $60 per student. 

First scheduled class will be:
January 20 - 8 a.m. at the fire station
Please arrive 10 minutes prior to sign in 

as class will start at 8 a.m. 
RSVP by calling or texting 319-939-

4699. You may also call with any ques-
tions. 

Denver/Readlyn blood drive is Jan. 5
The next Denver/Readlyn Community 

Blood Drive is planned for Friday, Jan. 5 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. The blood drive 
will be held at the Denver Community 
Center, 100 Washington St.

Text LifeServe at 999.777, call 800-
287-4903 or visit lifeserve.info/schedule 
to sign up.

Donate blood between Dec. 26 and Jan. 
6, 2024 and receive double points.

November Milestones

Seventeen registered donors donated at 
the Denver/Readlyn Blood Drive on Nov. 
3.

Of that number, 16 were eligible to do-
nate, two were first-time donors, and 17 
units were collected. Up to 51 lives were 
saved or sustained.

Milestones were noted by:
Barbara Buhr - 9 gallons
Charleen Bolte - 10 gallons
Donna Petersen - 3 gallons
Casey Widdel - 1 gallon
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Grumps meet to prepare bags
The Readlyn Grumps met November 

20 at the library to prepare 150 bags of 
goodies for Santa’s visit at the fire sta-
tion.

A short meeting followed with the elec-
tion of Ron Leistikow, president; Larry 
Sauerbrei, vice president; Louie Hartman, 
secretary.  Thank you to Charlie Albrecht 
for his time serving as vice president of 
the Readlyn Grumps. 

Recruiting of candidates for the 2024 

Grump was discussed. A Christmas dinner 
was planned at Grumpy’s on December 
14. 

Pictured above are: front row, left to 
right: Roger and Marlys Deterding, Louie 
Hartman, Ron Kohagen; back row: Ron 
Leistikow, Charlie Albrecht, Larry Sau-
erbrei, Larry Pavelec, Don Billhorn, La-
vern Brase, Ron Hartman; Not pictured: 
GaryLee Thurm, Verdeen Pavelec, Roland 
Schmidt.

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

Connie Rochford, Broker
215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA

563-578-8899
www.towncountryhome.com

Agents:

Serving the needs of our communities matters!

Louie Hartman
319-239-0533

 Gary Guether 319-415-9874
 Christopher Tibbott 319-404-9435

David R. Wheeler
8234 E. Marquis Rd., Fairbank, IA 

(319) 230-1029

Caring For Our Family, One Loving Heart at a Time.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Services:
Custom Welding

Power Equipment
Hydraulic Hoses

412 7th Street, Janesville
(319) 987-2801• Cell: (319) 230-7770

email: shop@stokeswelding.comwww.stokeswelding.com

340 S. State St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5691

denverdrugandphoto.com

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family
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Deadline for the Jan. 31 Readlyn Chronicle  
is Thurs., Jan. 18 at 5 PM

Entries welcomed for 2nd 
Annual Wapsie Writing Contest

 Fairbank, Iowa native and award-win-
ning author Betty Brandt Passick an-
nounces the Second Annual Wapsie Writ-
ing Contest. Submissions must be in MS 
Word format and will be accepted after 
January 1, 2024. The deadline for entry 
is March 15.

 The objective of the contest is to en-
courage children, in particular, and adults 
to write more and improve their skills. 
Adults (19 and older), youth (12-18 years), 
and children (11 years and younger) are 
invited to write about a subject matter of 
their choosing. Genres are non-fiction, fic-
tion, or poetry. The length must be 100 to 
1,500 words, and participants are limited 
to one entry. Send submissions by email 
to bbpassick@comcast.net.

 “What most people don’t realize is that 
I began writing – as a poet,” said Passick. 
“I was a young girl when I took the ini-
tiative to correspond with noted poet, 
Lillian Dirksen, whose works I found 
published in the Sumner Gazette. My ma-
ternal grandmother lived in Sumner and 
subscribed to the paper. I wrote to Lillian 
to ask for her feedback on my poems. To 
my surprise, she took the time to respond 
and offered a few kindly-worded sugges-

tions. Little did she know how much she 
encouraged me to continue to hone my 
writing skills. I’ve now published four 
books, two historical crime novels -- both 
winners of an Indie Book Award -- and 
two significant memoirs. A third novel 
will be available in early 2024. My short 
stories and poems have appeared in news-
papers, magazines, and books throughout 
the Midwest.”

 Winning a writing contest comes with 
perks, as Marcus Washington from Wa-
terloo found out. He won the 2023 Wap-
sie Writing Contest in the adult category 
for his short story, “Some truths are better 
left to dreams.” The story has been pub-
lished in the fall edition of WINK: Writ-
ers IN the Know magazine.

 Maria Streif from Maynard won the 
2023 writing contest in the youth catego-
ry for her poem “Snowflakes.” 

Arianna Minikus from Waterloo won 
in the children’s category for her short 
story “My Amazing Trip!”

The contest judges are authors, writ-
ers, or have taught writing in a variety of 
genres. The hope is to receive double the 
number of contest entries from the previ-
ous year.

Iowa’s First in the Nation Caucus 
is scheduled for January 15

On Monday, January 15 (MLK Day), 
citizens will have the opportunity to 
voice their opinion about issues con-
cerning the State of Iowa and the Nation 
at Iowa’s First in the Nation Caucus. In 
Readlyn, the Republican Caucus will be 
held at Readlyn Elementary, and will in-
clude residents of the City of Readlyn, 
Franklin Township and Maxfield Town-
ship.

So, what is a caucus? Caucus is a par-
ty-led meeting at the precinct level i.e. 
a small group, allowing voters to learn 
about state, local, and national candi-
dates, to vote on planks that will be ad-
opted by the state and national parties as 
their platform, and to become more in-
volved in the party organizations. Planks 
are like resolutions or legislative goals. 
For example: We, the so-named party, 
believe the United States, local, and state 
government should have a balanced bud-
get and live within their means.   

Both Democrat and Republican cau-
cuses will be held at 7:00 p.m., Monday, 
January 15. Caucus attendees need to 
check in at the site to be allowed entry. 
The caucus will be called to order and a 
chairperson and secretary will be elect-
ed for the evening. The group will vote 
for delegates to the County Convention, 
which is a larger gathering, to debate and 
refine their platform.  Each caucus goer 
will have the chance to sign nomination 
papers for various local, state, and feder-
al candidates.  The grassroots legislative 
process will begin by gathering resolu-
tions/planks and discussing them. These 
planks will be forwarded on to the Coun-
ty Conventions for their considerations.   

A difference this year is that only the 
Republican caucuses will be conducting 
a straw poll to measure the presidential 
strength for the candidates on caucus 
night. The results of the secret ballot will 
be reported to the precinct chairperson, 
whose committee will tally the votes.  

The state Democrat party will conduct 
their straw poll through the U.S. mail. 
The Democrat Party will start mailing 
out ballots on January 12, but you must 
request a ballot by February 19. To re-
quest a Democrat ballot visit: https://io-
wademocrats.org/2024-caucus-2/.

The Democrat Party will announce 
their results on March 5. This is a vote 
of confidence that the straw poll winner 
from each party will be the strongest 
candidate to go against the other for the 
Presidential election held in November. 

Caucus goers may not pick the eventu-
al winner, but Iowa is first to winnow the 
field so other states can pick the stron-
gest remaining candidate. 

WHY SHOULD YOU ATTEND 
THE CAUCUSES? The caucus is a 
grassroots process allowing your voice 
to be heard about what candidates you 
would like to see elected, and give input 
to the resolutions you want your political 
party and its voters to work towards. The 
caucuses are a great way to learn more 
about our political system for young and 
old.  

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE? Any-
one who will be 18 year of age or older 
on the General Election, which is No-
vember 5, 2024 (i.e. born on or before 
11/5/2006). You must be a registered 
Democrat or Republican and may reg-
ister or change your registration at the 
caucus site. To register you need proof 
of identity and proof of residency; bring 
your government ID with your current 
address or bring an additional source, 
such as a utility bill, with your new ad-
dress. Note: Iowa law prohibits partici-
pating in more than one political party’s 
caucus.

Remember, the caucuses are run by lo-
cal volunteers, some doing it for the first 
time. Come early to register and spend 
the time discussing issues with your 
neighbors.

Bremer County Corn Growers 
meet to discuss county priorities

JOHNSTON, Iowa – The Iowa Corn 
Growers Association® (ICGA) Bremer 
County group met November 15 at the 
Sumner Family Restaurant to discuss their 
future county promotions and local events. 
Those in attendance included Iowa Corn 
District 3 Field Manager, Nolan Lyness, as 
well as county board members Ron Leis-
tikow, Dean Buhr, Mark Mueller, Mark 
Lenius, Cody Meister and Jeff Reynolds.

During the meeting, it was decided to 
provide three of their own Bremer County 
Corn Grower scholarships for $500, in ad-
dition to the Iowa Corn Growers Associa-
tion and National Corn Growers scholar-
ships, which are eligible for ICGA student 
member, or students whose parents are 
members of ICGA. In addition, the county 
board approved sponsoring six Iowa Corn 
student memberships per FFA Chapter at 
the schools in their district, which includes 
Waverly, Wapsie Valley, Sumner-Fred-
ericksburg, Denver-Tripoli and Nashua 
Plainfield.

Cody Meister was selected as the Pre-

mier County Achievement Program 
(PCAP) representative for the county 
and will be eligible to attend Commodity 
Classic in San Antonio in 2024. Counties 
that show strong local grassroots efforts 
are rewarded through PCAP to show the 
value local corn organizations have on 
the industry. Also discussed was the local 
Bremer County nitrate testing research 
that Iowa Corn sponsored, which was 
conducted by Ron Lenth at Bremer Coun-
ty Extension.

The Bremer County Corn Growers 
are always seeking new members. If you 
are a corn farmer within the county or a 
supporter of corn farmers, we encourage 
you to sign-up to get more involved at Io-
wacorn.org/join.

The Iowa Corn Growers Association (ICGA) 
is a 7,000-member strong grassroots-driv-
en organization, headquartered in Johnston, 
Iowa, serving members across the state, and 
lobbying on agricultural issues on behalf of 
its farmer members to create opportunities for 
long-term Iowa corn grower profitability. For 
more information, visit iowacorn.org.

Bremer Co. Conservation making plans 
to build a cabin at Cedar Bend Park

Bremer County Conservation has some 
exciting news. We have been hard at 
work upgrading our parks to keep them 
enjoyable for all users. Playscapes have 
been installed, campgrounds have been 
improved, and other features were up-
graded. BCC is always looking for ways 
to enhance the experience for visitors to 
our parks. This is your chance to be part 
of that vision.

Now we would like to take another step 
and build a cabin at Cedar Bend Park. 
This cabin could be used for weekend 
getaways, family events, or other uses. 
We have been working on a design that 
incorporates 2 bedrooms, a bath, kitchen, 
a great-room, and porch overlooking the 
Cedar River. This cabin will be available 
for rent during the camping season.

We are asking for your support. A gift 
of $1,000-$2,500 would go a long way in 
helping us bring this idea to life. Our time-
frame is to take down the existing shelter 
that is past its useful condition, and then 
start construction immediately on the new 
cabin. We are currently applying for com-
munity grants and would appreciate any 
support that you can give.

If you have any questions or would like 
to meet with us to discuss the project, 
please contact:

Mike Stevens, (319) 429-4893, mss.

mike55@gmail.com or
Larry Pavelec, (319) 939-4968, larpav-

ic@rtc279.com 
For more information about Bremer 

County Conservation, visit: County Parks 
in Bremer County, Iowa (mycountyparks.
com).

Mission: “Bremer County Conservation Board 
has the mission “to provide both citizens of and visi-
tors to Bremer County with quality recreation oppor-
tunities, interpretation and education of the environ-
ment, and history of Bremer County, and longer term 
maintenance and protection of the county’s natural 
resources.”

Cabin exterior rendering

View of the Cedar River
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Readlyn Community Library
We put the READ in Readlyn

Phone and Fax: 319-279-3432   Email: readlynlib@gmail.com   Website: www.readlyn.lib.ia.us     Text: 319-253-6802

Kimberly Hollon, Director            Beth Kingdon, Librarian

Services
Fax / Print / Scan
Conference Room

Test Proctoring
Interlibrary Loans
Internet/WiFi/3D

Printing/
Notary Public/Basic

Graphic Design 

Services
Fax / Print / Scan
Conference Room

Test Proctoring
Interlibrary Loans
Internet/WiFi/3D

Printing/
Notary Public/Basic

Graphic Design 

Hours
Mon - 10am - 7pm
Tue - 10am - 5pm
Wed - 10am - 5pm
Thurs - 10am - 7pm

Fri - 10am-5pm
Sat - 9am - 12pm

Sun - Closed

Memorial Donations

Watch us on Facebook for more information about upcoming
events and programming and holiday hours/closures.  Also,
winter weather means that sometimes it’s not safe for our staff
or patrons to get to the library. We try to post notices of any
emergency closures on Facebook.  If you’re unsure, please call
before making a drive to the library in bad weather!  Stay safe
and have a wonderful holiday season! 

In Memory of Roger Zars

Barb Meyer

In Memory of Elton Schutte

The Bremer County Health
Department holds Foot

Clinics on the 3rd Thursday
of every month.  Call

319.352.0082 to make
an appointment

Wish List
F O R  T H E  L I B R A R Y

Do you want to help support the library this coming
holiday season?  We can always use items like paper
plates and cups, disposable utensils, paper towels,

disinfecting wipes, disposable tablecloths for
art projects and Keurig coffee pods.  

Want to make a monetary donation? All donations are
tax-deductible and go to library programming. If

you wish to sponsor a specific program or event, visit
with us for more information. 

Sherri & Doug Koschmeder

Thank You!
We’d like to take a moment to thank everyone who
donated baked goods for our Cookie Walk this year.
Everything was so delicious; we know the work that
went into all of those homemade goodies.  And we
sold every last crumb, too.  It was a record year - we
brought in $1,068!  We depend on our fundraisers and
donations - it allows us to offer programming for the
community that we would not otherwise be able to
afford.  Heartfelt thanks to all who participated - from
the Library Board and Staff.  What a great community
we have here in Readlyn.  
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Readlyn, Long Ago
Compiled by Bob Thran Editor’s Note: Read the Chronicle, including “Readlyn, Long Ago,” online at: https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

Early Shell Rock: First Doctor Remembers the Early Days
These experiences, written by Dr. John 

Scobey M.D. 1883, gives an insight into the 
conditions the early settlers of Readlyn and 
Denver faced. Taken from Wayne Kuethe’s 
copy of The History of Shell Rock.

***
By the solicitation of friends and for-

mer neighbors I visited Shell Rock in the 
spring of 1856. The village then numbered 
between fifteen to twenty families. There 
were two clergymen and a justice of the 
peace.

There was one small dry goods store, one 
saw mill and a flouring mill being erected. 
I visited the Shell Rock River at this place, 
and thought then as I do now, that it was 
the finest stream of water I had ever seen. 
Its hydraulic power at this point was suffice 
to drive a great amount of machinery. Wa-
ters were stored in vast numbers, fine fish, 
its banks crowned with fine timber and 
tremendously skirted with waving groves 
of small timber. After viewing the local 
advantages here, I harnessed my trusty 
mare Fanny, and headed southwest to take 
a view of the prairie. Fanny ferried me 
over the Shell Rock, there being no bridg-
es. It was the last of May, the undulating 
plains were dressed in nature’s gay attire 
of living green. There was but few if any 
laid out or worked roads or bridges in the 
county. I traveled as best I could, avoiding 
the sloughs which were very mirey. Log 
cabins were occasionally to be seen, gener-
ally near the groves or timberland, where a 
few acres were plowed, and a few domestic 
animals were to be seen. 

After meandering over the county view-
ing the different localities where home-
steads were being started, I returned to 
Shell Rock and located here as a physician, 
purchased several town lots which, most of 
the other lots were in their condition, cov-
ered with hazel Bush, limbs of trees, de-

caying logs and mud holes. The next sum-
mer I erected present cottage house which I 
enclosed with 2 inch plank spiked into sills 
8 inches square. This Cottage stands test of 
moving time with but few signs of decay. 

My family arrived here from Ohio in 
September 1856. They had never seen 
wild, uncultivated prairies before. Why 
were they brought to such an awful look-
ing place? There was not a well-worked 
street, the town was full of stumps, logs, 
underbrush, and mud holes, the school-
house was but a rude log shanty, and the 
meetinghouse but little better. Soon they 
discovered squads of Indians rambling up 
and down the river. Their fears were excit-
ed. The torch fire, the war club, the hatchet 
and scalping knife were raised. They would 
return to friends in Ohio. They would not 
stay here to be murdered by savages or to 
be torn to pieces by wild beasts. The prairie 
country was fitted only for Indians, bears, 
wolves and ferocious wild beasts. The In-
dians were peaceful and friendly and our 
family's fears subsided into friendly dona-
tions.

One of the winter rides I experienced 
in my first seven years of practice before 
the roads were worked and much land was 
cultivated. I briefly present: On the 4th of 
January I started this morning as usual to 
visit some patients up the river some fif-
teen miles away. The northwest wind was 
blowing very hard and cold and the snow 
flying. The first call to be made was to a 
Mr. Martin’s, east of Turkey Grove, five 
miles away and east from the Clarksville 
Road. No track was to be seen after leaving 
the main road. Fanny plunged ahead until 
we came to the slough, some twenty rods 
from the house. She could go no further. I 
tightened the reins and covered her with a 
robe and blanket. I wallowed through the 

slough, found the house and prescribed for 
the patients. Mr. Martin asked me to step to 
his yard where I think I saw six dead hogs 
which were chilled and frozen when they 
came out of their pens to eat corn. Then he 
showed me a pair of oxen that were chill-
ing badly in their stall. The wind was veer-
ing and the air was full of snow. I could not 
see six feet in any direction. I crossed the 
slough. My sleigh was not there. I traveled, 
as I supposed, was up the slough, up and 
down the slough a number of times. The 
snow was up to my waist. Fanny was not to 
be found. I stopped, kicked the snow away 
and stomped my cold feet. Where was 
Martin’s house, I could not see it. In what 
direction did I just come? My hopes were 
gone. A cold snowdrift would be my winter 
tomb. The prowling hungry wolves would 
feed on my physical form. Good-bye to my 
family and friends. 

I straightened up and tried to look 
around. Naught could I see but flying snow. 
In those eternal moments of dark despair, 
had I owned the globe and revolving world 
in the solar system, I would have given 
them all for the privilege of stepping into 
my sleigh behind Fanny. 

As I was lifting my foot to the first step, 
Fanny whinnied not more than a rod from 
where I was standing. It was a melodious 
sound that burst upon my ear through the 
whirling snow. My flagging energy re-

vived, I skipped to the sleigh, helped Fanny 
turn it round and I stepped in. Fanny would 
soon reach the Clarksville road in the tim-
ber. I was now monarch of all I could see. 
There were none to dispute my right but old 
boreaus. He may rage with all his power in 
11 hydrophobic whirls and drive his silo 
minions into fits of desperation, but Fanny 
and I will win the race without my giving 
a world or a dime. The road being found I 
passed up the river to Clarksville, and went 
several miles to see the sick. In the evening 
I returned safely home. I enjoyed a quiet 
rest and started on another pilgrimage the 
next morning.
Taken from the Forum and 
History of Butler County

Bob’s comment—From Wayne’s book, 
History of Shell Rock, I found this almost 
unbelievable piece of information. The Ce-
dar River was navigable by steamboat from 
the Mississippi the entire distance to the 
merger of the Shell Rock River and the Ce-
dar River. The Shell Rock River runs into 
the Cedar a few miles south of Janesville 
near the Cedar-Wapsi Road. 

In 1835, lieutenant Albert Lea visited the 
area, finding that steamboats could nav-
igate the Cedar to the mouth of the Shell 
Rock River. His military march furthered 
the opening of the territory for white set-
tlers. A city in Minnesota is named for 
Lieutenant Albert Lea.

Early travels relied on oxen, wagons
Bob’s comments: Shell Rock has a his-

tory that predates Readlyn history. Wayne 
Kuethe, a resident of Shell Rock, lent me 
an interesting book on the history of Shell 
Rock from which I gained much informa-
tion from the era while Iowa was being 
settled.

Before there were railroads in Iowa, the 
state was covered with a network of stage-
coach lines. The closest route to Shell 
Rock Township was from Cedar Rapids 
to Cedar Falls. Stages were operated with 
regularity and merchandise was trans-

The Mill was built 
in the mid-1800s

 In 1853, George Washington Adair 
dammed the Shell Rock River and built a 
sawmill. George and his brother, William, 
built the flouring grist mill in 1855-57 that 
still stands today.

After the mill ceased operation it fell 
into disrepair. The Shell Rock communi-
ty came to its rescue. In 2007, Shell Rock 
celebrated its 150 years of existence. 

The Mill is now owned by the Pals fam-
ily who converted the mill into a unique 
Bed and Breakfast. The B&B consists 
of two elaborate units on separate floors 
overlooking the Shell Rock River. B&B 
information is readily available on the In-
ternet.

Corrections to the Thran article in Nov.
The photos above should have been 

included in the article I wrote about area 
implement dealers. The Chronicle apolo-
gizes for the error.

Denver did indeed have an implement 
dealership. Butch Milius informed me that 

his dad farmed with Minneapolis-Moline 
machinery purchased from Lahman Chev-
rolet in Denver. Keith Oltrogge told me 
that  Red Lahman handled the Minneapo-
lis-Moline machinery and Ted Lahman the 
Chevrolet dealership.

Les Becker - Case Mike Schmitz - John Deere

Art Miller - McCormick–Deering Farmall Dick Lehmkuhl - Oliver

Continued on Page 16
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Send news to:  
readlynchronicle@gmail.com

Create something that 
your future self will 
thank you for. 
Like prioritizing your 
financial goals. Putting 
together a financial plan 
and investment strategy 
today can help you achieve 
your dreams tomorrow. 
Let’s get started.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & 
Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des 
Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (8-21)

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

319-415-5989
davidmatthias.fbfsagents.com

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

www.bankfidelity.bank  |  800.403.8333

Adam
Schaufenbuel
Vice President, Waverly

Megan
Niewoehner

Loan O�cer, Oelwein

#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*#3 Ag Lender in Iowa*
Top 50 Ag Lender in the Nation*

* Source: Top 100 Farm Lenders Ranked by Dollar Volume, FDIC, Data as of 4Q 2021.



Wednesday, December 27, 2023 Readlyn Chronicle Page 9

Obituary

Being prepared with the right
insurance for your
farm and crop matters.

Call us to talk to one of our experienced
AgriBusiness Advisors today at 319.483.4854 or
visit our website at acceladvantage.com.

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell  319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

Farmers Cooperative Company
Readlyn: 319-279-3396

Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F

SHOP
LOCAL!

Stop in 
today!

We carry food for: 
Rabbits, Cats, Dogs, Chickens, Sheep, Horses & More

Softener Salt: 
Delivery in town to those needing assistance

Cedar & Pine Chips
Bird Seed • Grass Seed • Lawn Fertilizer

Bagged Shell Corn

Roger Allen Zars
Roger Allen Zars, 79, of Readlyn, 

passed away Saturday, November 25, 
2023, at the Tripoli Nursing Home. 

 Roger was born April 30, 1944, the son 
of Reinhardt and Grace (Leisinger) Zars. 
He was a lifetime member of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Klinger where he was 
baptized and confirmed. He attended Im-
manuel Lutheran Parochial School through 

the 8th 
grade and 
graduat-
ed from 
Wapsie 
Valley 
High 
School 
in 1962. 
On April 
10, 1966, 
Rog-
er was 
united in 
marriage 
to Bonnie 
Sue Wit-
tenburg 

at Immanuel Lutheran Church-Klinger.   
Roger worked for a short time at John 

Deere until he realized his passion for 
farming. Together Roger and Bonnie op-
erated a dairy farm where they also raised 
hogs and crops.  He enjoyed playing cards 
with family and friends for many years. 
He was well known in the area for grow-
ing sweet corn, tomatoes, and his famous 
beef jerky. His children and grandchil-
dren will always remember him for being 
quick-witted and a smart aleck. Roger was 
an avid sports fan of Wapsie Valley sports 

and enjoyed attending his grandchildren’s 
high school and college sporting events.  

 Roger is survived by his two daugh-
ters, Pam (Dave) Shinstine of Tripoli and 
Angie (Chris) Joerger of Readlyn, one 
son, Todd (Shae) Zars of Shawnee, Kan-
sas, nine grandchildren, Marissa (Nathan) 
Pech, Nick (Keely) Shinstine, Lakin Jo-
erger, Mikenna (fiancé, Bryce Kleitsch) 
Joerger, Cannon Joerger, Keegan Zars, 
Evan Zars, Elle Zars and Emree Zars; 
four great-grandchildren, Livia and Hoyt 
Pech and Clara and Everleigh Shinstine; 
his two sisters, Barb Buhr of Readlyn 
and Sherry (John) Tiedt of Readlyn; two 
brothers, Larry (Ida) Zars of Denver; and 
Steve (Jackie) Zars of Bremer; one sister-
in-law, Kathy Zars; one brother-in-law, 
Jerry (Bonnie) Wittenburg and numerous 
nieces, nephews and cousins.  

 Roger is preceded in death by his par-
ents, wife, Bonnie, his father and moth-
er-in-law, Delbert and Elda Wittenburg; 
a brother, Ron Zars; brother-in-law, Gary 
Buhr; and a nephew, Troy Zars. 

 Funeral services were held at 10:30 
a.m. on Wednesday, November 29, 2023, 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church-Klinger, 
with Rev. Miguel Gonzalez-Feliciano of-
ficiating. Burial followed in the church 
cemetery. Visitation was held from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Tuesday at the Kaiser-Corson 
Funeral Home in Readlyn and for an hour 
prior to services at the church on Wednes-
day. Memorials may be directed to Im-
manuel Lutheran Church or to the Tripoli 
Nursing Home. Online condolences may 
be left at www.kaisercorson.com. 

 Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in Read-
lyn assisted the family with arrangements. 
319-279-3551 

Roger Zars

Readlyn Area Housing
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

For More Information Contact
KarTay Apartment Management 319-334-7110

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider.

62 years of age or older, handicapped/disabled regardless of age
• Very Low or Low-Income Families • One or Two Bedrooms - Ground Level 

• Stove & Refrigerator Furnished • Laundry Facilities On Site
• All Electric Units with Thermostat in Each Room
• Ample Closet Space  • Rent Based on Income

Jeffrey F. Arians, CPA
Quality Accounting Services 

1002 Broadway Street 
Waterloo, IA 50703

319-234-2813 
www.qasiowa.com

Trusted Accounting 
Services

for Individuals & Businesses

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA
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News from Wapsie Valley Schools

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC

WVEF fall dinner, auction a success
The Wapsie Valley Education Founda-

tion (WVEF) had a great turnout at the 
Legion on November 17 for their annual 
fall dinner and auction. Following is a list 
of the people/businesses that gave a cash 
donation:

Costello Diesel Service, Myers Polar-
is, Dels Auto Repair, Northeast Security 
Bank, Don’s Truck, Oelwein Dental As-
sociates, Edgeton Hardware, Oran Tele-
phone Company, Elsamiller Electric, Pat 
Wehr, First Bank of Waverly, Readlyn 
Community Club, Glenda Brandt, Read-
lyn Senior Citizens, Grace Kuethe, Re-
stored Nutrition, Kaiser Corson Funer-
al Homes, Robert & Jean Bellis, Kathy 
Shook, Security Mutual, Larry's Skelly, 
Sue & Ed Schumacher, Laurie Phelan, Ta-
troe Electric, Mane Event - Becky South, 
The Accel Group -Mark Lenius, Marilyn 
Steggall, TruServ Insurance Group, Mary 
Lou & Don Billhorn, Van Daele Insur-
ance, Mike Heineman- Precision Ag, Wit-
tenburg Truck Line.

Here is a list of the auction items and 
the donors:
Auction Item Donor
Detail Kit, $20 to Costas & Homemade Soap.............

Jerrys Auto, Costas, Jaqueline Faust
Lantern & Stacked Present Decoration ......................

Teresa Shephard - Rivers Edge Hair Studio
Patriot 20 qt Heavy Duty Insulated Cooler .................

Security Mutual Insurance
WV Spirit Throw Blanket & Class of 2029 Pillow ........

Jenni Gross, WV FCS Class
Cat Package ........................................... Readlyn Vet
Silver Bangle Bracelet ............. Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
3 Tier Wheeled Serving Cart, 12x12 Santa Wall Hang-
ing, Homemade Bread........ Fairbank Floor Covering, 

Floral Image, WV FCS
6 Bottles of Wine .....................................Bob Moulds
12 Bags of Asgrow Soybeans ..................Bayer Crop  

Science- Dave Wheeler
Crochet Critter & Soap Bundle ...................................

Jenni Gross &  Jaqueline Faust
Canning Basket ................................ Marty McKowen
Gallon of Radiate, Shirt & Hat .... Nutrien Ag Solutions, 

Joel Sieck
WV Wreath, $50 Booster Bucks, 2 Shirts, WV Flag ...

WV Athletic Boosters & Deb Sauerbrei
Painted Saw Blade Set ........................L&L Ag Repair
Fareway Meat Grilling Bundle & Pork/Beef Bundle ....  

Readlyn Savings Bank
2 Coleman Camp Chairs & Weeds on Fire $50 Gift 

Certificate KBK Kreations - Tim & Elaine Zimmerman,  

Weeds on Fire
Porch Pot & $50 Gift Card .................. Schuldt Repair
King Size Green & Maroon Quilt ........Darlene Peters

4 tickets and a VIP table for 4 to their Jimmy Buffet 
tribute of Parrothead in Paradise  - Feb 16 at 8pm ....  

Grumpy’s - Mike & Samantha Keeran
Women’s XL Leather Jacket  ...............L&L Ag Repair
Yeti Cooler .........................................Legacy Roofing
Christmas Basket & Homemade Bread ......................

WV Special Education, WV FCS
Dog Package .......................................... Readlyn Vet
12 Bags of Pioneer Soybeans  ......... Pioneer Seeds - 

Dean Buhr 
Fareway Meat Variety Bundle & $50 Gift Card ...........

Readlyn Savings Bank
6 Pints Canned Beef & Homemade Bread .................

Charlie & Wilda Albrecht & WV FCS
$100 Gift Certificate .................Steege’s Meat Market
6 Bottles of Wine .....................................Bob Moulds
2 Tickets to “The Happy Elf,” $75 to Whiskey Road, & 

Overnight Stay at Blackhawk Hotel ............................  
Readlyn Telephone Communication

Wooden Fireman American Flag ............Tyler Woods
Music for an event/party (2 hours) .......... Emily Bauer
Homemade Soap Bundle & $50 Weeds on Fire Gift 
Certificate ..............Jaqueline Faust & Weeds on Fire
12 Bags on NK Soybeans . NK seeds - Brett Flaharty 
$200 Gift Certificate ..... Little Wapsie Communication
WV gnome, Pillow Trees, $20 Costas & Crocheted Co-
zies .................... Laurie Phelan, Costas, Jenni Gross
Outdoor Solar Flower Décor  w Shepherds Hook & $50 
Weeds on Fire Gift Certificate ...............Ruth & David 

Wittenburg, Deana Messerschmidt & Weeds on Fire
45 Minutes Single Family Outdoor Photo Session, 
Homemade Soaps ....... Pieces of Life Photography & 

Jacqueline Faust
12 bags of Channel Seed Corn ................... Prime Ag 

Services - Brian Pottebaum
Turkey Fryer, 5 Gallons of Brine, & Gift Certificate to 
Fairbank Food Center...........................Little Property 

Management - Jay & Emily Little
12 Bags of NK Corn........... NK seeds - Brett Flaharty 
2 Tickets to Big Bad VooDoo Daddy & $75 to Whiskey 
Road .................. Readlyn Telephone Communication
Bed Head Waver for Beachy Waves & WV Sweatshirt 
.................................... Visions Salon & AJS Boutique
Cardinal Holiday Quilt ......................Carol Strottmann
6 Pints Canned Beef & Homemade Bread .................

Charlie & Wilda Albrecht & WV FCS
Rechargeable Power Station ........ David C Matthias - 

Farm Bureau Financial Services
Porch Pot & Wreath ......Wiersma, Leistikow, Davis, &  

Casterton
$100 Gift Certificate .................Steege’s Meat Market
Homemade Soap Bundle & $50 Weeds on Fire .........  

Jaqueline Faust & Weeds on Fire
20 Bags of Stine Beans ............................. Mick Kane
EUHOMY Commercial Ice Maker ......... Gavin Marine
$300 Gift Certificate ..................... Readlyn Telephone  

Communication
EdZone Ribs & Margaritas and Cooler .....Ed & Kathy  

Traeger, Doug & Amy Sheppard
Queen Size Black/Gold Quilt ..............Leslie Matthias
65” Phillips 4K Google TV ................ Oran Telephone
Weber Gas Grill ................... Woods Family -Randy & 
 Jodi Woods, Ron & Carol Woods, Rick & Cindy Woods

Jennifer Jaschen
Attorney At Law

4817 University Avenue, Suite D
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

jaschenlaw@outlook.com 
Phone: 319-553-3400

Specializing in: Real Estate, Estate 
Planning, Wills, Trusts, Estates, 

& Business Administration.
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Jeffrey F. Arians, CPA
Quality Accounting Services 

1002 Broadway Street | Waterloo, IA 50703
319-234-2813 | www.qasiowa.com

Trusted Accounting 
Services

for Individuals & Businesses
• We electronically file all eligible returns
• We are accepting new individual and business tax clients
• Individual return preparation starting at $175 

Hours: 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM, 
Monday – Friday

Email: info@qasiowa.com

CHRISTMAS IN READLYN!
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Poker ride planned for April 27
As the Readlyn Emergency Services 

Building committee continues with our 
efforts to raise funds for a future station, 
we would like to thank the donors in the 
last month: In Memory of Gail Deterding, 
and In Memory of Evelyn Strottmann by  
Marty and Kristi Marticoff. 

Donations can be made any time by 
mail, venmo, or Readlyn Savings Bank. 

We are happy to announce an all-vehi-
cle poker ride APRIL 27, 2024. Make sure 
to put this on your calendars. There is a 
committee working on great prizes and 
auction items. You won’t want to miss it!

Be a “Life Saver,” “Chief,” or “Captain” 

and we will get your name, business, or 
memory plaque posted in the new build-
ing to forever be remembered. You can 
also join the donation service and become 
a Lieutenant, Cadet, or Jr. Cadet. This is a 
big project so any amount large or small 
would be helpful in meeting our goal. 
Life Saver ..................... $10,000 & up 
Chief ........................... $5,000-$9,999 
Captain ....................... $1,000-$4,999 
Lieutenant ......................... $500-$999 
Cadet  ............................... $100-$499 
Jr. Cadet ................................. $1-$99

If you are interested in donating you 
may do so by filling out the info at left:

Donation to RESB
There are 3 payment options: Make checks payable to: RESB

1) Mail to : RESB PO Box 276, Readlyn, IA 50668 
2) Venmo: @ReadlynFire 
3) Drop off donations at Readlyn Savings Bank 

Please print the name or names that you wish to have listed on the plaque. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________________________

E-Mail: ___________________________________________________________
All donation tiers are tax deductible 

Special thanks from the fire department
The Readlyn Volunteer Firefighters As-

sociation would like to thank the commu-
nity - residents and businesses - for your 
continued support. In early November, we 
hosted our annual community fundraiser 
event which consists of a mailed piece 
containing raffle tickets for a drawing as 
well as an invite to the community event 
which was hosted the first Saturday of 
November at Grumpy's Bar. While the 
in-person attendance of the event was 
lighter this year than years past, we still 
had a great time with those who were able 
to join us. The mailed or handed in dona-
tions continued to have a tremendous re-
sponse. So supporters of Readlyn Fire, we 
say thank you for your continued support!

The funds raised from this event are 
used to help provide our volunteer de-
partment with equipment and gear that we 
need to be able to serve the residents of 
Readlyn and surrounding communities. 
The past couple of years we've used the 
raised money to accelerate our air pack 
system (SCBA) upgrade efforts. Every 
dollar helps as costs for these essential 
pieces of equipment continue to rise. As 
a point of reference, each SCBA unit cost 
about $8,600 in 2022 and are now up to 
over $9,200 with another increase expect-
ed in 2024.

A special thank you to those who helped 
us with our event and made donations for 
drawing prizes. Without the community 
partnerships, we wouldn't be able to put 
on such a successful event. Thank you 
Grumpy's Bar for letting us overtake the 
bar and lining up the great music from 
Unpolished Jams for us. It was an extra 
treat having Gucci the Cow as a guest too! 
Thank you Klinger Acres for donating the 
hog that we raffle and Oran Locker for 
your donation towards the hog process-
ing. Behind the scenes, the crews at Read-
lyn Savings Bank and Readlyn Telephone 
Company also provide us such important 
assistance with this event, and many of 
the other events we do too! We had many 
businesses provide door prizes for our 
raffle this year too - too many to list. But 
thank you to all of you as well.

Readlyn Volunteer Firefighters As-
sociation is a 501(c)3 organization that 
provides support to the Readlyn Fire 
Department. We're always looking for 
fundraising opportunities to help with our 
equipment needs as well as advancing our 
fundraising efforts for our fire station up-
grade. If you have an idea or would like to 
make a donation please reach out to us on 
Facebook or to our email at readlynfire@
gmail.com.  

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner

207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly

319-352-9129
info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor
Cell: (319) 269-5089

wendymohlis@gmail.com
300 S. State Street, Denver, IA

 
Born and raised in 

Bremer county!

Ready to find your new home?
 

 

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

www.kaisercorson.com
205 Highland Avenue, Readlyn, Iowa 50668 

(319) 279-3551
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Send news for the Chronicle to 
readlynchronicle@gmail.com

GINGERICH
Roofi ng Solutions

Metal • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings
Siding • Pole Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
319.505.3938

1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd.
Hazleton, IA 50641

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.

VANDAELE 
INSURANCE, INC.

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467
Fairbank, IA 50629

319-635-2526
Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.

131 Tower Street, Denver • 319-984-6191
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule your appointment in Denver today!

“OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS”
Robert R. Pipho, D.D.S. • Brendon T. Boerm, D.D.S.

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.

Fettkether
Fertilizer Co., LLC

Dunkerton, IA
319-404-0064

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

Congratulations
SHERRI KOSCHMEDER

Please help us in congratulating 
Sherri as she is retiring after 

35 years of service.  
We will be holding an 

open house on 
Thursday December 28th from 

1 to 4 in the Readlyn office.
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What’s Cooking?
A recipe to share can be sent to billhorn@rtc279.com

“Sometimes the background 
is even more appetizing.”

By Betty Brandt Passick, bbpassick@
comcast.net

 A lot of good ‘stuff’ gets left on the 
cutting room floor during the book ed-
iting process. That was certainly true 
in the weeks leading up to the publica-
tion of the novel Gangster in Our Midst 
(2017). A lot of material was—in a 
word—unnecessary (in telling the sto-
ry)—and had to be cut.

 It’s the reason I offer a book talk, 
“Gangster(s) in Our Midst: The Untold 
Story.”

 At my presentation at the Readlyn 
library on November 2, I read the book 
description (from the back cover):

 Oxbow, Iowa was similar to most 
small railroad towns in the Midwest 
in the 1920s. Populated with Germans, 
Scandinavians and Irish. Where Roman 
Catholics and Protestants lived clus-
tered lives, separated by the Wapsipini-
con River. A hamlet known for its Island 
Park, the site of baptisms, picnics—and 
amateur boxing matches. Unique for 
its Wiltse Hotel, one of the better class 
of smaller hostelries of the state. And a 
flagpole set dead center in Main Street, 
a concrete reminder to follow the rules. 
Prohibition overnight threw the whole 
nation into a tailspin, Chicago quickly 
gaining the reputation for its under-
world jungle. Oxbow too grew its own 
crop of bootleggers. One day a “mys-
tery man” showed up on Main Street, 
and clinging to his arm was an area 
girl, Josephine. The phlegmatic town 

marshal 
Sweeney 
Delaney; Walter Bierkoff, a farmer and 
man of keen curiosity; and the perspi-
cacious Father John Halpin, priest at 
the I. C. Catholic Church—all soon 
suspect him of being a gangster for Al 
Capone. 

 The novel tells the factually in-
spired story of Louie La Cava, an Ital-
ian-American man who came to a small 
Iowa town in the early 1920s—where 
he lived off and on for the next sixty 
years.

 I reminded those in attendance I 
hadn’t come to talk about the book. My 
presentation that evening was to share 
the backstory of Louie La Cava and his 
mafia family. The depth of information 
available is significant; one could write 
a book on this subject matter alone.

 A few days later, one attendee sent 
me this note: “I just loved hearing the 
background of Louie La Cava! Some-
times, I enjoy background is even more 
appetizing.” (Music to my ears.)

 The final bullet point of my agenda 
was to lead a discussion about other 
notorious gangsters who roamed the 
Midwest during the 1920s-30s. Sever-
al individuals shared their stories, each 
full of secrecy and intrigue.

 Thank you to Kimberly Hollon, 
Readlyn library director, for the invi-
tation to share this story. I appreciated 
everyone who came to listen and learn 
about a piece of northeast Iowa history. 
Iowa celebrated its 175th year of state-
hood in 2022. 

Betty Brandt Passick

Texas Cowboy Stew
Submitted by High School Principal Mr. Murphy
Here’s a Texas Cowboy Soup recipe we like at the 
Mr. Murphy House

Prep Time 20 minutes
Cook Time1 hour
Total Time 1 hour 20 minutes

Ingredients
12 ounces of beef smoked sausage cut into ¼-inch 

       thick slices (Hillshire Farms brand)
1 pound lean ground beef
1½ cups diced yellow onion

1 tablespoon minced garlic
3 cups diced russet potato 1-inch pieces from 
     2 large peeled potatoes
2 cups beef broth
1½ cups frozen sweet yellow corn
1½ cups frozen peas & carrots medley blend
31 ounces (2 15.5-ounce) cans of pinto beans 
     with the liquids
14.5 ounces can of stewed tomatoes
10 ounces can of original Rotel diced tomatoes 
     & green chilies
2 tablespoons chili powder
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1 teaspoon smoked paprika
1 teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon black pepper

Instructions
1. Add the sliced beef smoked sausage to a stock pot (7-8 quarts) on medi-

um-high heat. Cook the sausage for 5-6 minutes or until the edges start to crisp 
and the fat renders. Transfer the cooked sausage pieces to a paper towel-lined 
plate to allow all the excess fat to drain, and set aside.

2. Add the lean ground beef, diced yellow onion, and minced garlic to the hot 
stock pot. Cook and brown the ground beef for 5-6 minutes or until no pink re-
mains and the onions are tender. Drain any excess fat from the pot.

3. Add the cooked beef smoked sausage back to the pot, with the ground beef, 
along with the diced russet potatoes, beef broth, frozen sweet corn, frozen peas & 
carrots, pinto beans, stewed tomatoes, original Rotel diced tomatoes, chili pow-
der, ground cumin, smoked paprika, salt, and black pepper. Stir to combine.

4. Bring the Texas cowboy stew to a boil, then cover and reduce the heat to low. 
Simmer for 1 hour or until the potatoes are fork-tender. Keep the lid just barely 
cracked open to allow the excess steam to escape the pot.

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

Readlyn Grumps met for an annual get together at Grumpys in Readlyn Thursday, De-
ceuber 14. Everyone enjoyed a great meal and sharing activities of the past year.  Even 
the Grumpy can wish a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.
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Ag Resources
Bayer Crop Science 

David R. Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Farmers Co-op 
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Advanced Realtors®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Jennifer Jaschen - Attorneys at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
jaschenlaw@outlook.com

(319) 553-3400

Fischels Residential Group
Joe Leehey, Residential Broker

(319) 415-7349
 joe@� schelsgroup.com
www.� schelsgroup.com

3510 Kimball Ave. Ste. H, Waterloo, IA 
50702 • Tel: (319) 234-5000 

Re/Max Alliance
Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor

319-269-5089
300 S. State St., Denver
wendymohlis@gmail.com

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

hartmanlouie@gmail.com
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

O�  ce 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319.352.3917

Gingerich Roofi ng Solutions
1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton 

319-505-3938

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Denver Family Dental
131 Tower St., Denver

319-984-6191

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

Fidelity Bank & Trust
Adam Schaufenbuel  Waverly 

319-483-1001
Megan Niewoehner   Oelwein 

319-283-2524

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340

www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Quality Accounting Services
1002 Broadway St., Waterloo

(319) 234-2813 www.qasiowa.com

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

American Savings Bank-Tripoli
312 S. Main St. • (319) 882-4279

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Security State Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Food and
Restaurants
Grumpy’s Bar & Event Center

Main Street, Readlyn, IA

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plain� eld 

(319) 275-4528

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
O�  ce: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery

Tiedt Nursery 
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0418

Wells Hollow Landscaping
(319) 404-9133

Ask for Zach Kuhlmann or Matt Wells
www.wellshollowlandscaping.com

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave. 
(319) 279-3363

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. 
 (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses
CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC

Owner:  Darrin Siefken 
107 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

(319) 352-9129

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft

Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA 

(319) 635-2311 (888) 282-9992 
www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

CHRONICLE
 Sponsorship
DIRECTORY

Friends of the 
Chronicle

Community Lutheran School
Mike & Sue Kircho� 

DA Acres - Leistikow Family
Wapsie Farm Partnership

Randy Abbas
Readlyn Senior Citizens

You can become a 
Friend of the Chronicle! 

Call RON LEISTIKOW for details!
 (319) 279-3548
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Have you heard about the  
"What Is Up" Podcast?

By Bubba Seemann - My wife and I moved 
to Fairbank in 2005. We have 4 kids that 
are in or graduated from Wapsie School 
District. One of my sons is currently 
visiting Zion Church on some Sundays. 
We have no personal ties to Readlyn other 
than some family and people who already 
listen to the podcast. My second guest on 
the podcast was Scott Broten who is a very 
active member of the Readlyn community. 
This is not a money-making venture for 
me. The main goal of the “What Is Up” 
podcast is to encourage people in the 
crazy times we live in. 

I’ve always thought that anyone could 
write a book about their life and there 
would be people who find it interesting. 

Or if a camera 
crew had followed 
me and my family 
around during deer 
season the last 20 
years, we would 
have had a hit real-
ity show.

But why? We are 
not special, we are 

just regular guys. So why would anyone 
be interested in our lives or our stories? 

Then it hit me…everyone is special (Gen. 
1:27).  We all have a story to tell or an ex-
perience to share. People find other peo-
ple’s lives interesting if you let them share 
their experiences!

So I started the "What Is Up" podcast 
where I and a guest discuss everything: 
culture, current issues, politics, faith, fam-
ily, parenting, sports, comedy, movies, 
music, entertainment and the outdoors. 
There is something for everyone!

The first half of the show is the guest's 
story/history.  So far we have had some 
captivating, emotional and personal testi-
monies of struggle and overcoming hard-
ships. The second half of each episode 
consists of our fun segments with guaran-
teed laughs! We conclude with the “What 
Is Up” segment where we discuss in depth 
a more serious issue that has us all asking 
"What is up with..." fill in the blank. And 
there are plenty of those out there right 
now!

So please give us a listen on Spotify, 
Apple Podcast or YouTube. Check out our 
social media on Facebook and Instagram 
for more information and a chance to win 
some sweet merch!  If you like what you 
hear, please share it as much as possible.  

Wapsie Valley School Board Meeting 
November 20, 2023

Wapsie Valley CSD Regular School Board 
Mtg November 20, 2023

Pledge of Allegiance
1. President Wolfe called the Regular Meet-

ing of the board to order at 6:30 PM
A. Directors: Auel, Sauerbrei, Wolfe, and Van 

Daele. Aiello (excused) Declare a quorum.
B. Administration: Supt. Hoover, Board Sec. 

Arndt & Principals: Murphy, Myers, & Forsyth
C. Others: Vaughn Gross, Readlyn elemen-

tary students, Tony Russell, Bill Soesbe, Brian 
Stark, Lynn Van Daele, and virtual participants.

2. Moved by Sauerbrei, seconded by Auel to 
approve the agenda moving of Spotlight in Ed-
ucation prior to public comment as presented. 
Motion carried 4-0

3. Spotlight in Education-Readlyn students 
presented their portfolios which teaches the stu-
dents organization, goal setting, grit, coachability, 
celebrations, and many other valuable life skills

Public comment - Vaughn Gross discussed 
robotics, course description handbook & past 
students that come back to mentor. Tom Russell 
would like to start a trap shooting club for 7-12 
grade students and use the WV logo. This club 
will be very organized and controlled.

4. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel 
to approve the consent items including the bills 
being reviewed by Brent Sauerbrei with OE FYI 
- Duane Wilcox requests to open enroll his 10th-
grade daughter to Waverly, & Joshua Tucker re-
quest to open enroll his 5th-grade son to Water-
loo after moving into the Wapsie District. Motion 
carried 4-0

5. Board-The WVEF auction on Friday night 
had good participation.

Superintendent-Hoover: Report included 
Enrollment, Iowa School Performance Profile, 
Thank you to WVEF dinner and auction, & Ac-
tivities. Bills Soesbe discussed Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA) process overview.

District: Report includes Leader In Me up-
dates, WVEF banquet, Professional Develop-
ment, & Veteran’s Day Program

District/Principals: report includes Parent/
Teacher conferences, Run Hide Fight presenta-
tion, Leader In Me, Professional Development, 
1-1 meetings with teacher/elementary principal 
meetings, Field Trips, Career Fair, Blood Drive, 
Infinite Campus Scheduler Training, & Activity 
updates.

6. Personnel - Resignations - Moved by Sau-
erbrei, Seconded by Auel to approve the resigna-
tion of Lyn Howerzyl- Elementary Music Teacher, 
& Gina Wiersma-Instructional Coach-Early Re-
tirement and thank them for their service to Wap-
sie Valley. Motion carried 4-0

Contracts: Moved by Auel, Seconded by Sau-

erbrei to approve a contract to Malena Rumel-
hart - Elementary Music Teacher-BA/0 - $25,059 
+ $2,867 = $27,926 - 95 days effective January 
3, 2023 as presented. Motion carried 4-0

7. New Business-Moved by Sauerbrei, Sec-
onded by Auel to approve Notice of Public Hear-
ing-December 18, 2023 and Letting of bids for 
Wapsie Valley CSD Softball Field Light project. 
Motion carried 4-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to ap-
prove sharing girls wrestling with Sumner-Fred-
ericksburg for the 23-24 school year as present-
ed. Motion carried 4-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to 
approve sharing Boys Soccer with Waverly for 
the 23-24 school year as presented. Motion car-
ried 4-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to 
approve the SBRC request for Modified Supple-
mental Amount Open Enrollment Out not in Fall 
2022 ($54,395) as presented. Motion carried 4-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to 
approve the SBRC request for Modified Supple-
mental Amount for ELL Beyond 5 Years ($6,422) 
as presented. Motion carried 4-0

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Sauerbrei to 
approve the SBRC Special Education Admin-
istrative Costs ($5,929.83) associated with the 
LIED Center Consortium Program for the 24-25 
school year as presented. Motion carried 4-0

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Sauerbrei to 
approve the 23-24 Dance agreement with Oel-
wein as presented. Motion carried 4-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Van Daele 
to approve the 23-24 Course Description Hand-
book as presented. Motion carried 4-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel 
to approve the use of the WV logo by the Trap 
Shooting Team/Club as presented. Motion car-
ried 4-0

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Van Daele to 
approve increasing reimbursement of DOT phys-
icals Board Policy 403.01 from $100 to a maxi-
mum of $130 as presented. Motion carried 4-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to 
approve Board Policy 505.08-Parent & Family 
Engagement Districtwide Policy, 505.08Rl-Par-
ent & Family Engagement Building Level Regu-
lation with updated language as presented. Mo-
tion carried 4-0

9. Board Talking Points-Proposals for track & 
other infrastructure for all buildings will be ready 
in January.

Discussed lunch outsourcing
10. Moved by VanDaele, Seconded by Sau-

erbrei to adjourn at 7:44PM. Motion carried 4-0 
Respectfully, 

Kim Arndt

ported over the same roads.
Oxen and horse-drawn wagons were the 

most reliable source in the settlement era. 
During the Civil War, growth and immi-
gration was slowed, but the postwar peri-
od was witness to the expansion of stage-
coach and wagon roads, railway lines and 
bridges. Angling territorial roads followed 
Indian trails or connected towns and farms 
to mills. However, increasing numbers 
of section lines were laid out according 
to the legal township and range patterns 
superimposed in Iowa by government’s 
land surveys. This grid pattern strongly in-
fluenced farm location and field manage-
ment. With road access, new farms could 
be located well out in the prairie along 
section lines. Churches and school could 
be located in convenient places.

Before bridges were built, settlers 
crossed streams at a ford or on ferries. 
Some of the bridges were toll bridges 
where a traveler paid to cross. Bridges 

built from taxes were free to all. In sum-
mer when roads were good, stage fares 
were lower than winter. In general, it cost 
from five to seven cents a mile to travel by 
stage. Often travelers had to get out and 
walk up a hill or get out in the mud when 
the stagecoach got stuck. Meals were 
available at the taverns where the stage-
coach stopped. Although the stage coach-
es attempted to run on time, bad weather 
and mud made them late. In the spring, it 
was not uncommon for the stage to carry 
equipment to pry the stage out of the mud. 
Three to four miles an hour was consid-
ered a good speed. 

Most of the roads in the last half of the 
1800s were created by township trustees 
who graded a ditch and by dragging the 
roadway bed to form a primitive grade. 
All rural miles were dirt. Twenty miles 
was a long journey for a team and wagon. 
The development of the road and highway 
system followed with the evolution of the 
motor vehicle.

Early travels relied on oxen, wagons
Continued from Page 7

Readlyn City Council Meeting Nov. 20, 2023
The Readlyn City Council met in open ses-

sion on Monday, November 20, 2023 at 6:45 
PM for the Finance Committee to review bills 
and at 7:00PM for the regular meeting. Mayor 
Wedemeier in the chair and the following named 
council members present: Keith Brunscheon 
Rocco Imbrogno Joey Jones, Jason Franck. 
Absent: Nicole Barnes. Others in attendance: 
Barney Wiersma, Austin Matthias.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Franck 
to approve minutes from the October 9, 2023 
council meeting. All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by Brun-
scheon to approve bills presented for payment. 
All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Imbrog-
no to approve clerk and treasurer's 1-epo1is for 
September and

October. All said yes. Motion carried.
Motion by Franck and seconded by Brun-

scheon to approve budget report and library 
reports. All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Franck and seconded by Imbrog-
no to approve police report. All said yes. Motion 
carried. Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by 
Imbrogno to approve agenda as printed. All said 
yes. Motion carried.

Council received an update on the Main 
Street Project Motion by Imbrogno and sec-
onded by Jones to approve Pay Request #6 
to Dave Schmitt Construction in the amount 

of$318,288.87 for the Main Street Project. Roll 
call vote. AYES: Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno, 
Franck. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Franck and seconded by Imbrog-
no to approve Pay Request #7 to Dave Schmitt 
Construction in the amount of $28,020.97 for 
the Main Street Project. Roll call vote. AYES: 
Jones, Imbrogno, Franck, Brunscheon. NAYS: 
None. Motion carried.

Change orders for Main Street Project un-
available.

Council received an update on the Octo-
ber Tripoli-Readlyn Sanitation board meeting. 
Council received an update on the October 
EBRRA meeting.

Discussion on need dump truck repairs. Dis-
cussion on grain bin site cleanup.

Employee health insurance was reviewed 
for the renewal effective January 1, 2024. Mo-
tion by Brunscheon and seconded by Imbrog-
no to approve Wellmark Blue Access Plan 
HG000008/RG000299. This represents a pre-
mium decrease of 17.33% for the renewal year 
2024. Roll call vote. AYES: Imbrogno, Franck, 
Brunscheon, Jones. NAYS: None. Motion car-
ried.

Motion by Franck and seconded by Im-
brogno to adjourn. All said yes. Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40PM.

Dan Wedemeier, Mayor
ATTEST: Lois J Buhr, City Clerk

Shell Rock and Railroads
Shell Rock had, at one time, two rail-

roads serving the town. The Chicago 
Great Western, east and west, the same 
line that served Readlyn.  The CGW went 
bankrupt, Its tracks were removed, circa 
1968. The Iowa Northern Railroad (for-
merly a part of the Rock Island Line) is an 
active rail line that runs north and south 
from Manly to Cedar Rapids through 
Shell Rock.

Located west of Shell Rock, three ma-
jor industries are utilizing the rail line to 
receive and deliver their product. Wayne 
Kuethe, RHS graduate and resident of 
Shell Rock, assembled this  interesting 
information.

POET ETHANOL PLANT–produc-
es  on average 360,000 gallons of  etha-
nol each day– needs 875 corn truck loads 
each  week to keep the plant running–380 
rail cars of ethanol are shipped out each 
month–ships its product to 31 countries–
employs approximately 60 workers in its 
Shell Rock facility– grinds on average 
125,000 bushels of corn each day–  Shell 
Rock POET has 16 days of plant opera-
tion storage  on site, not including the corn 
pile.

SHELL ROCK SOY PROCESSING–
Sits on approximately 130 acres–receives 
soybeans by  rail and by truck–receives 
approximately 700 truckloads of beans 
each week –has the capacity to unload 30 
truckloads of beans per hour– ships out 8 
to 10 tank cars of oil each day–processes 

70 million bushel of soybeans per year–
employs approximately 60.

TRINITY RAIL MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES — is a 230 acre rail car main-
tenance, retro-fitting and remanufacturing 
facility–8 miles of track  on site– more 
than 200 rail cars are on sight at all times–
more than 200 employees.

For an interesting self-guided tour 
proceed past Shell Rock on Highway 3 
heading west.  Cross the Iowa Northern 
rail line, turn left and be amazed at what 
Butler County has attracted to its indus-
trial park.

Differences
Shell Rock is an older town. Traveling 

through Shell Rock, there are differences 
between Readlyn and Denver. In the old-
er parts of Readlyn and Denver the streets 
were plotted north-south and east-west. 
Shell Rock was plotted with the Shell 
Rock River as its base, streets proceeding 
in a southerly direction. Several blocks to 
the south, the streets veer either southeast 
or southwest creating some interesting 
shaped lots.

Another difference is that older homes 
in Readlyn and Denver were basically 
two story square or oblong homes having 
few frills.  Shell Rock has several homes 
throughout the town whose architecture is 
unique, and obviously more costly to con-
struct. Drive through Shell Rock and ob-
serve the differences between Shell Rock 
and Readlyn or Denver.
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ReadlynReadlynReadlyn
Outdoors

By: Eric Johnston

“Chapters” Part 2
Ejohnston@mossyoakprostaff.com 

As we left off last month, Eric Johnston 
had just spotted “The Big 10!” Would the 
hunt be a success? Read this and find out!

This was the first time I’d actually seen 
him with my eyes and not in a trail cam 
picture. He looked even bigger than an-
ticipated. He came out behind her, walked 
over to some tall grass and bedded down 
on the edge of the clover and intently 
watched his girlfriend feed. He bedded 
there for 45 minutes watching until he 
finally got up and started feeding on the 
radish plot to the west. He fed there for a 
bit and the doe went back into the thicket. 
He quickly followed and I had a wide win-
dow for a shot on him…… BUT!! It was 
a 40-yard shot.. While I’m quite proficient 
at 40 yards with my PSE bow, I wasn’t 
comfortable taking a shot at him at that 
range as too many bad things can happen 
on a longer shot like that. I elected to pass 
for the moment as it was only October 29 
and I had all of November in the wind-
shield ahead. 

During deer season, my boss allows me 
to set my own hours, so to speak, to be 
able to hunt every day I choose to. So, on 
Monday, October 30, I headed right back 
to the food plot stand and, after an eventful 
evening of numerous deer, that same doe 
once again came out of the thicket, this 
time the west thicket. This is the thicket 
I did all the work in back in March. As 
she fed, I once again heard a deep grunt, 
but this time only caught a quick glimpse 
of “The Big 10.” Two encounters in two 
days and I was feeling pretty good about 
my chances of getting him. 

Halloween came and surprisingly was 
a poor hunt as far as deer sightings and 
November 1 was the same. I studied my 
trail cams and noticed a lot of doe activity 
on the south end of the farm. I decided the 
evening of November 2 to hunt “The South 
Stand,” an area on a pinch point where 
deer travel with a clover and turnip plot 
adjacent to it. It just felt like an afternoon 
that something special was going to hap-
pen. Cloud cover, light wind, and Novem-
ber 2 ... I was giddy to say the least. I was 
in the stand a total of three minutes when 
I spotted a deer to the east. A doe and her 
yearling, then quickly things started going 
crazy to the northeast of me. I could catch 
flashes of deer amongst the trees, sounds 
of leaves thrashing and sticks breaking. It 
was total chaos in the timber and I knew 
it could only mean one thing. The first doe 
in the area was coming into estrus and the 
bucks had found her. 

It was a circus for what seemed like 
an hour, (was really about 15 minutes) 
as they chased and thrashed their way 
slowly closer to me, the whole group of 
deer, which to my best count was eight 
bucks and the hot doe and her yearling. 
The bucks had now chased her and had 
her sort of corralled in a willow thicket 
to the southwest of me. At this moment, I 
could see one of the bucks was large, but I 
wasn’t sure what buck he was. I also knew 
at this moment that I was probably going 
to get a chance as the doe had two options, 
run out in the wide open field to the west 
or come back into the timber. I decided it 
was too early for her to just head out into 
the field and she proved me right as she 
headed back into the woods. 

Once in the woods she walked right up 
near where I was 15 feet up the tree and 
behind her it was him, “The Big 10.” I 
readied my bow as the doe and her year-
ling passed by at a mere 20 yards. They 
got slightly ahead of him and as he made 
his way he sped up to catch them. I went 
to full draw and had to stop him by mak-
ing a grunt sound with my mouth. When I 
did adrenaline must have made me loud-
er than needed and he went on red alert. 
I settled my sight pin right behind his 
front shoulder and touched off the shot. 
“Thwack!!!!” rang out through the woods 
as my arrow only appeared to penetrate a 
little ways four inches higher than I aimed 
for ... He was so alerted from me stopping 
him that when I shot, he “ducked” the ar-
row and it hit him very high. 

I was immediately sick, “I just screwed 
this up!!!” terror went through my mind. 
All the work, all the practice, and I choked 
at crunch time. I develop such a relation-
ship with these deer I hunt that I wanted 
to cry as, in my mind, I just wounded 
this animal and he would suffer. I intent-
ly watched the buck as he went 60 yards 
and laid down. “Could I have just gotten 
lucky?” I thought watching him. Then, af-
ter about five minutes, he got up and very 
slowly walked towards the river. 

I immediately called my dad and re-
layed to him what had happened as we 

had trailed many deer together. He told 
me great advice and said be patient, it 
may be better than you think. I got down, 
looked at the spot where the buck had laid 
down and found my arrow. It looked like 
it had gotten in there a little further than 
I had thought, but still didn’t look great. 
I wasn’t going to go any further and wait 
until morning to pick up the trail, but anx-
iousness got the best of me. I slowly made 
my way to the river without finding any 
blood trail. I stood at the riverbank look-
ing up and down stream. Nothing sighted 
and dejected, I headed home with plans 
to give it time and look in the morning as 
lows were forecast in the upper 20s so the 
meat would be fine. 

Once at home, I spoke with my boss 
that I wouldn’t be into work as I had a deer 
to find. He suggested his son, Justin, come 
help me. Justin’s a great friend and a fan-
tastic deer tracker. He agreed to meet me 
at 7:30 the following morning. That night, 
Aubrey and Delana witnessed a sick indi-
vidual in myself, I couldn’t eat, sleep and 
just wanted morning to come.

After what seemed like three days, Jus-
tin arrived at my house and we made our 
way to the hunting grounds. I showed Jus-
tin where I shot the deer and he immedi-
ately found blood. “I didn’t see that last 
night,” I said to Justin as he picked up a 
decent bubbly blood trail which typical-
ly indicates a lung hit. “This looks really 
good, Eric,” Justin relayed all the while 
I’m pessimistic. 

We followed the trail to where the buck 
had laid down and that was it, we circled 
the area and no blood. I showed Justin 
where I’d last seen the deer and I decided 
to have him circle south through some tall 
grass and meet me at the river’s edge. I 
slowly made my way to the riverbank a 
little north of where I stood the evening 

before. I looked up river, down river and 
since the bank was a sharp six foot drop 
I looked straight down. And nearly unbe-
lievably there “The Big 10” laid!!!!! He 
hadn’t made it a total of 90 yards and, 
upon further review, was already expired 
when I stood on the bank the night before. 

I called out to Justin, “He’s right here, 
I found him!” Justin came on a run and 
tackled me with a giant hug! “Let’s go!” 
Justin called out in his younger generation 
way. We celebrated along the bank and got 
him out of the woods. A traditional send-
ing of pics to the landowners and we got 
the deer home. 

I was so relieved that animal hadn’t 
suffered under my shot and had expired 
quickly. Upon review, when he ducked 
my shot, the arrow made contact with the 
backbone and deflected into the boiler 
room. “Lucky indeed,” I thought to my-
self. 

As I started this column, life is all about 
chapters and, in this story, I closed the 
chapter on “The Big 10” and, like every 
good story, it definitely had its ups and 
downs throughout. I can’t close this chap-
ter without thanking the wonderful land-
owners with whom I’ve become such good 
friends. I’m hopeful they love following 
along mine and Delana’s adventures as 
much as we love making these memo-
ries;  my wife and daughter for keeping 
me up in the down time of this story; my 
dad for the same, and Justin Schmadeke 
for aiding me in the recovery! And thank 
you, readers, for following along each 
month. Speaking of following along, you 
can catch this hunt, and all our hunts on 
YouTube by going to our channel, EJ Out-
doors. I cant wait to start my next hunting 
chapter, or has it already begun?! Until 
next time…  GET OUTDOORS!!!
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News from Community Lutheran School
The CLS preschool 
through eighth grade 
students led worship at 
Immanuel Klinger on 
December 13 with the 
program entitled “He Is 
God!”  Thank you to our 
directors Megan Schutte 
and Jaci Hogan. Thank 
you to Valerie Wilkening 
and Kat Moyer for the 
musical direction and 
accompaniment. A spe-
cial thank you to Deanna 
Armbrecht for stepping 
in last minute to accom-
pany on the piano. O 
Come Emmanuel! 

CLS 
Christmas 
Program 

“He is God!”

Congrats to all of our 5th through 8th grade 
students who presented at the Lutheran 
District Science Fair in Williamsburg! 

Results: 
Sadie Hogan won first place in the 8th 

grade division against 8 other students! 
Brooke Schutte received first place in 

the 5th grade against 11 other competitors.  
Cash Kaufman received 2nd place 

against 12 competitors! 
All 12 students received participation 

ribbons for their projects, and many had 
very high scores,  missing the top 2 by a 
few points. 

Congratulations to all the CLS students 
for a great job representing our school! 
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Give a call for those who matter to you.

Community Santas — Readlyn Community Club (RCC) members deliver 
the plethora of toys collected by RCC and  donated by Readlyn residents. Pictured are, 
at back, current Readlyn Grump Ron Hartman; front row, left to right, Louie Hartman, 
Michelle Harrington and Bonnie Wittenburg. Shown below are a variety of gifts and bags 
delivered to the children. 

We collected food items the beginning of November and built an ark with them at our 
November Family Fellowship Night. The 7th and 8th grade students delivered 380 lbs of 
food to His Hands Food Pantry in Oran on November 17! Connected in Christ!

Lutheran District Science Fair participants
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Deadline for the Jan. 31 Chronicle is Thurs., Jan. 18 at 5 PM 
Send news items to: readlynchronicle@gmail.com

Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s  
Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Sunday services 8:00 AM

Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street, Readlyn 

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 8:30 a.m.

Mary-Martha Circle 
1st Wednesday 7 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Sunday Services 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:05 - 9:45 a.m.
Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday

Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.


