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Advice to earn Yard of the Month 
honors from this month’s winner!

As you can see by the pic-
tures, “WELCOME” is the word 
you feel once you see all of the 
inviting areas and signs at the 
Matthias home. Miles and Steph 
have only lived in this house for 
three years, yet they have man-
aged to tastefully decorate the 
entire yard. Each area exudes 
their casual personalities. 

They truly appreciate Weeds 

on Fire for sponsoring this award.
Wishing you had a yard this 

amazing? Take Steph’s advice, 
“Visit Trinkets and Togs, ga-
rage sales, and be thrifty,” plus, 
be blessed with a husband who 
grew up in a home where yard 
aesthetics were valued. 

“I can’t wait to do so much 
more,” was Steph’s parting com-
ment.

The front deck is one of many  great places to relax.

The windmill’s a gift from a sister-in-law.

Fire decor recognizes Miles as a volunteer fire-
fighter.

A great place to get toasty around the firepit.

July’s Yard of the Month’s winners Miles Matthias and Steph Franzen, 
310 East 4th Street, are awarded this honor by Grump Bonnie Witten-
burg. See more photos on page 6.

Creameries will be the topic at Bremer County 
Historical Society event this Sunday in Tripoli

Ever wonder why Bremer County was called the 
“Dairy Spot” of Iowa at one time?

Find out at the Bremer County Historical Soci-
ety’s Ag Event that will be held at the IA 
State University Extension Bremer Coun-
ty Office in Tripoli, Iowa.

The event will be held this Sunday 
afternoon, June 29, starting at 1:30 p.m.  
Admission is $5 at the door. Each at-
tendee will receive a map of the Bremer 
County creamery buildings that are still 
standing today.

Larry Pavelec of Readlyn will present 
photos and information on the creamery 
research he has gathered from travel-
ing the county. Attendees are welcome 
to share their memories of creameries. 
Ice cream will be served by the Bremer 

County Dairy Promoters.
Questions can be directed to bremercountyhistor-

icalsociety@gmail.com.

Open house is open to 
all today at Readlyn Vet 
Clinic; enjoy lunch, malts

An open house will be held today, Wednesday, 
June 25, from 3-6 p.m. at the Readlyn Veterinary As-
sociates, 2636 230th St., Readlyn.

Everyone is welcome to stop by and tour the clin-
ic’s newly-remodeled location. Lunch and malts will 
be provided!
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Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Jaylin May

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Bonnie Wittenburg, 2024 Grump

Readlyn Area Housing
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

For More Information Contact
KarTay Apartment Management 319-334-7110

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider.

62 years of age or older, handicapped/disabled regardless of age
• Very Low or Low-Income Families • One or Two Bedrooms - Ground Level 

• Stove & Refrigerator Furnished • Laundry Facilities On Site
• All Electric Units with Thermostat in Each Room
• Ample Closet Space  • Rent Based on Income

Fettkether Fertilizer 
Co., LLC

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

Dunkerton, IA 
319-404-0064

Hello Readlyn,
This is my final Grump letter. 
I was thinking this month was full 

circle. We went to a family wedding, a 
family baby shower, had a new baby born 
to 'family,' a high school graduation and 
attended two family funerals. Full circle. 
Life goes on and has many beautiful paths 
along the way. 

Soon Grump Days will be here and 
enjoyed by all (we hope). It was a lot of 
planning, worrying, excitement and ac-
ceptance of what cannot be controlled. 
Seems like we talked a bunch, made calls 
and pulled it together with the family we 
built. I truly enjoy all the folks in the RCC. 

Readlyn Gardeners have been putting 
forth great effort to make our town pretty. 
Oh, and have you checked out the hanging 
baskets on the light poles? Again, I thank 
Brenda Wedeking for those. I have also 
been trying to make my yard look nice. 

I have tried many different things to get 
the pests to stay away from my flowers. I 
am still trying - you will see who wins as 
the summer progresses. They are getting 
some pretty and tasty snacks.

I know some say they would hate to 
have to write the article for the paper, 
but for me, I have kind of liked it. I don't 
travel much, and most of what I do is with 
family and close friends. I guess I feel that 
would bore some, but that is me. I bake for 
some and babysit for some and enjoy them 
all. This summer, I have two nephews 
racing in the AIRS group. Last weekend, 
they both took home a win, but I missed 
it. Been making some T-ball games. “Fun-
niest Home Videos” could get some good 
material there. So much fun.

See you at Grump Days and thank you 
for letting me do this.

I'm keeping the crown...
Bonnie

Happy Summer, Readlyn Community!!
I hope everyone is having a great start to their 

summer and spending time outdoors as we are hav-
ing some beautiful, warm days. Sadly, this will be 
my final Miss Readlyn article as my time reigning 
has come to an end. I want to thank the Readlyn 
Community Club for all that they've done this past 
year helping me through this wonderful experience, 
Nick Tobey for sponsoring me as Miss Readlyn, my 
family and friends for supporting me in everything 
that I do, and to my parents for allowing me to be 
involved in so much and encouraging me in every-
thing. Thank you to all of you in the community 
for making everything so great and memorable. I 
greatly enjoyed every experience I had during this 
past year and I met so many people and created 
so many memories. Everyone in the community is 
so kind and always spends quality time with one 
another. It puts a smile on my face every time we 
have an event going on in town and so many peo-
ple come out to enjoy a great experience together. 
As I'm writing this, the 2025 Miss Readlyn has not 
yet been crowned. But I know whoever takes over 
the position will do a fantastic job and accomplish 
so many great things. My advice to you is to enjoy 
every moment and do everything that you possibly 
can because senior year will fly by and you want to 
look back at all the great memories you made during 
your time in high school. 

Graduation was the perfect day as everything 
ran smoothly and we all received our diplomas. I 
was lucky enough to give a speech at graduation as 
one of the salutatorians which I was honored to have 
done. It's crazy to think that the 39 of us in the class 
of 2025 at WVHS will never be in the same room 
together ever again. We created so many memories 
as a class that I'll never forget, but it's time to go 
and live our lives to the fullest. Thank you, Wapsie 
Valley, for an unforgettable 7 years that I've been 
attending this school district. 

Track season ended in the best way possible 
which was down at the State meet. At districts, 
which took place in Ed-Co, the girls qualified in 8 
events and were runner-up in team scores. The boys 
had 13 events qualify as well as becoming district 
champions as a team!! Congrats to them on that ac-
complishment! During the weekend of May 22-24, 
many great things happened down at the Blue Oval. 
The girls ran six relays including their 4x1, 4x2, 
4x8, sprint medley, distance medley, and shuttle 
hurdle. For individual events, I ran the 100m dash 
and Adalynn Kane ran the mile. Everyone did so 
well in their events and made every second count 
when they were on that track. I qualified in 4 events 
including the 100m dash, 4x1, 4x2, and sprint med. 
I came in 7th in the 100m dash prelims with a time 
of 12.66 seconds which earned me a spot in the fi-

nals. In the finals, I finished 6th with a time of 12.53 
seconds which was an overall PR for me!! I've never 
qualified in the 100m finals before so it was a great 
way to run one last 100m dash. Our 4x2 ran a time 
of 1:47 and came in 6th overall. The 4x1 relay ran 
a 50.54 in the prelims which earned a spot in the fi-
nals. That time also broke the school record that was 
previously broken 2 years ago at state which was a 
time of 50.66. In the finals, we ran a 50.94 and got 
5th overall. It was such a mind-blowing experience 
and I was beyond proud of our team. Finally, the 
sprint medley relay ran a time of 1:54 and came in 
2nd in our heat and placed 13th overall. We PRed by 
about 2 whole seconds that day as well as our 4x2 
also PRing by about a second. The boys also accom-
plished many great things and had a very successful 
track season this year! 

During the week of May 27-June 1, the music 
department traveled to New York City. It was one 
of the best weeks of my life as we got to experi-
ence an immense amount of things in just a short 
span of time. We got to experience “Hamilton” 
live on Broadway, a tour of NBC studios, see a 
great view of the city from the top of the Empire 
State Building, took a boat cruise to the Statue of 
Liberty, took a double-decker bus ride in the rain 
around Times Square, and much more. It was just 
like how it's shown in the movies - so many people, 
places, and things to see and do. I created so many 
memories with this amazing group that went. I was 
lucky enough to have my dad and brother, James, go 
along, too! Even though it was a ton of fun, it felt 
great to be back in Iowa after a 17 hour bus ride. 
Thank you to Mr. Fall, Ms. Menzel, and the Music 
Boosters for coordinating such an amazing trip that 
I'll remember for a lifetime.

Softball is going extremely well as we have a 
record of 12-1 as I'm writing this article. The only 
loss we have is to Class 3A Sumner-Fred-Tripoli. 
We had a very exciting game against #13 Cascade 
on June 10 at home. We were down in the top of 
the 7th inning 3-5, bases were loaded, 2 outs. I was 
on 3rd base where there was a hit allowing me to 
score a run making the score 4-5. Taylor Buhr was 
then up to bat and on the very first pitch, hits the 
ball way up and out of the park. She just hit a walk-
off grand slam winning us the game 8-5. It was one 
of the greatest softball moments of my life. Con-
grats to Taylor on the grand slam and winning us 
the game!!

I hope you all enjoyed reading my articles every 
month and I know the next Miss Readlyn will do a 
great job writing the next ones. Thank you so much 
again for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and I'm 
beyond grateful that I was crowned your 2024 Miss 
Readlyn. 

-Jaylin May 2024 Miss Readlyn

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Homes, Inc. 
of Waverly, Denver, Readlyn, and Shell 
Rock received the Iowa Award of Funer-
al Service Excellence this year, marking 
their 15th time being recognized by peers 
for their achievement. The Iowa Award 
of Funeral Service Excellence recogniz-
es a funeral home’s exemplary service 
to the community it serves.  Kaiser-Cor-
son Funeral Homes, Inc, was one of 10 
funeral homes from throughout the state 
to receive the award. To qualify, a funer-
al home must excel in four of five areas: 
presentation of public information, active 
membership in the state association, 
sponsorship of community events or ser-
vices, professional development, and per-
sonal development. Ryan Tucker (shown at right receiving the award), co-owner and 
funeral director at Kaiser-Corson, attributes the success to their staff and community 
trust: “A very small percentage of funeral homes in Iowa are recognized for this achieve-
ment. The fact that we have earned this for 15 years in a row is a real testament to our 
people, our approach to helping those in need, and our efforts to make our communities 
better.” IFDA represents over 600 Iowa licensed funeral directors and 290 funeral home 
establishments throughout the state. The mission of the Iowa Funeral Directors Associ-
ation is to promote and support funeral service excellence. To that end, IFDA promotes 
high standards within the field of funeral service through continuing education programs, 
legislative representation, and service to Iowa communities. For more information, visit 
www.iafda.org.  



Wednesday, June 25, 2025 Readlyn Chronicle Page 3

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

Sauerbreis to celebrate 50th anniversary
Readlyn- Larry and Deb Sauerbrei's 

50th wedding anniversary was Feb. 1, 
2025. They were married on Feb. 1, 1975 
at St. Peter's Lutheran Church in Oran.

An open house to celebrate is planned 
on Sat., July 26 at their  cabin at 16578 
Quarry  Ave., Clarksville, IA from  2-8:00 
p.m. Lunch will be provided from 4-6:00  
p.m. and live music from  4-8:00 p.m. All 
are welcome to attend.

They have four children: Brent and 
Denise Sauerbrei of Fairbank, Tara and 
Travis Bowers of Winthrop, Brandon and 
Katelin Sauerbrei of Denver and Dan-
ielle and Marc Miller of Palos Park, IL. 
They also have 15 grandchildren and 3 
great-grandchildren. Deb and Larry Sauerbrei

 Readlyn Historic Building
318 Main Street

4-bedroom apt. upper level
3,500 total sq. ft. $84,000

Connie Rochford, Broker
215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA

563-578-8899
www.towncountryhome.com

Agents:
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533
Gary Guether 319-415-9874
Christopher Tibbott 319-404-9435

We serve the needs of our communities!

Deadline for the July 30 Readlyn Chronicle 
is Thurs., July 17 at 5 PM. Send news items 

to: readlynchronicle@gmail.com

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main Street - P.O. Box 40
Readlyn, IA 50668-0040
319-279-3321
Website: www.readlynsavingsbank.com
Email: info@readlynsavingsbank.com

American Savings Bank
a location of Readlyn Savings Bank

312 S. Main Street - P.O. Box 909
Tripoli, IA 50676-0909

319-882-4279 or
800-853-4294

RSB ~ Taking Good Care of You! ~ Since 1904 ASB ~ The Spirit of American Banking ~ Since 1899

David R. Wheeler
8234 E. Marquis Rd., Fairbank, IA 

(319) 230-1029
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SERVICES
Fax/Print/Scan

Conference Room
Test Proctoring

Interlibrary Loans
Internet/WiFi/3D Printing

Basic Graphic Design
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Wasn't it Yesterday
Nothing More Than A Song

By J.D. Francis

I've held the hands of the lost and alone, 
the old and feeble, the disabled, and those 
with special needs. I've looked beyond the 
warm, sweet smiles and opened the pages 

of their "storybook" 
eyes, amber and 
clouded with age. 
Eyes that tell of the 
stories of life, but 
their voices "refus-
ing" and mostly un-
heard. I had never 
realized, or appreci-
ated the need, want, 
or desire, of those 
who remain in pris-
on, locked within 

their own bodies. Equally, I've never be-
fore experienced the inner most personal 
fulfillment in sharing my time with them. 
Simply sharing a small fragment of my 
time garners rewards paramount for such 
a small gesture on my part.

It's no secret, anyone that knows me 
knows, I have a strong passion for singing. 
If my shower could talk, it would recite 
every Neil Diamond song ever released, 
in the last 60 years. For me, singing a 
song, no matter the genre, be it pop, rock, 
or country, is often a heart-felt passion, or 
challenge to conquer the tune, as the radio 
plays on.  I'll be the first to admit, my day 
job remains unthreatened, as I don't con-
sider myself a worthy singer at all.  I don't 
know a thing about music, notes, or sing-
ing for that matter. It's just that denying 
the song in my heart is denying a friend.

Several years ago, I was asked to per-
form at a retirement center in Waterloo. 
After a couple days of rough waters and 
a couple of nights of wondering if I could 
swim, I decided to take the "enter at your 
own risk" approach, and agreed to sing. 

As I was setting up my equipment, I 
watched the residents being pulled in on 
carts and pushed, in their wheelchairs. 
Those that were able struggled in on 
crutches, and some came in with four-
wheeled walkers. I witnessed the diffi-
culties, and what each resident endured, 
to join together for a 2-hour escape from 
their own personal realities.

I introduced myself as the music be-
gan to play. I climbed aboard and began 
to sing my songs, "all in" and careful to 
make my rounds, and touch the hand of 
every person in attendance. I witnessed, 
and scarcely believed, how the music took 
them away, to the familiar places of their 
own past. As if through an opened door, 
the songs reached in and escorted them 
into a new light of day, when they had 
their someone to share their dreams with.

One by one, they followed me into yes-
terday, down the "long-gone" road into 
their better days, on the wings of a song.

There were smiles, hand gestures, tears 
down their cheeks, and the best kind of 
"air" guitar playing I'd ever seen. The mu-
sic became a shelter from the darkest of 
storms, and led them on, into the health 
and happiness of younger, brighter days, 
when the loves of life were true and easy. 
I could see childhoods, best friends, first 
loves, husbands, wives, children and 
grandchildren, all in one bouquet of yes-

terdays. I had seen it all, on the back side 
of a trembling smile. I witnessed "reach-
ing arms" as if Heaven was waiting there, 
just beyond their fingertips, as the music 
filled the space in between. I was able to 
take those people on a journey, if only for 
a little while. I gave them a new place to 
call home for a short 2 hours, with nothing 
more than a song.

jdfranpaint@msn.com

Blood Drive is this Friday at Denver
The Denver/Readlyn Communities 

Blood Drive will be held this Friday, June 
27, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. at Denver Commu-
nity Center, 100 Washington Street, Den-
ver.

Cancer Survivor Month is observed ev-
ery June to celebrate survivors, honor care-
givers, and raise awareness about the chal-
lenges surrounding cancer survivorship. 
According to the American Association for 
Cancer Research (AACR), more than 18 
million people in the United States are can-
cer survivors who are living with, through, 

and beyond their disease.
A single hospital patient can require a 

large amount of blood in a single situation. 
Cancer patients can use up to eight platelet 
units per week. 

LifeServe Blood Center is asking indi-
viduals to think of those people they know 
who have been impacted by cancer and are 
encouraging them to host a blood drive in 
their honor or memory. Or, you can simply 
schedule your lifesaving blood donation by 
visiting lifeserve.info/schedule or by call-
ing 800.287.4903.

Page 6 from the 
‘Campaign Issue’
Pages from the 1936 Readlyn Chronicle, 
entitled the “Campaign Issue,” were found 
in a time capsule at the Bremer County 
Courthouse. Page 6 is shown at right. To 
see past pages published in the Chronicle, 
go to: https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us. The 
Chronicle will continue to publish the next 
two pages in upcoming months.
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Day or night, this Yard of the Month glows! continued from page 1
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Tripoli Nursing & Rehab is a non-profit  
28 licensed bed long-term care setting certified 
by Medicare and Medicaid.  We are committed 

to providing excellent care and support to 
residents, families, the community and our 

employees.  We provide skilled nursing, 
rehabilitative therapy services, continuous 

nursing care, social services and activity 
programs designed to meet various types  

of individual needs.  
Independently Owned & Operated

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd Street SW, Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-4269
trnuhome@butler-bremer.com

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC

GINGERICH
Roofi ng Solutions

Metal • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings
Siding • Pole Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
319.505.3938

1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd.
Hazleton, IA 50641

Services:
Custom Welding

Power Equipment
Hydraulic Hoses

412 7th Street, Janesville
(319) 987-2801• Cell: (319) 230-7770

email: shop@stokeswelding.comwww.stokeswelding.com

READLYN COMMUNITY CLUB

MEMBERSHIP
JOIN US TODAY!

Only$30
per year

VENMO 
CODE OR

MAIL TO:
READLYN COMMUNITY CLUB
P.O. BOX 34
READLYN, IA 50668How to get involved:

   • Sponsor an event 
   • Volunteer to help at events
   • Attend meetings (Announced in the minutes in the Chronicle.)

REMINDER: You received a letter; have you responded?
Membership fees go a long way to sponsor the many RCC 
events throughout the year. Have you joined for just $30 
per member?

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

Senior Citizens meet at Panther Lanes
On May 21, 2025, 15 members attend-

ed the 11:30 a.m. Senior Citizens’ lunch 
and meeting at the Tripoli Panther Lanes 
in Tripoli, IA. The meeting was called 
to order by President Ron Leistikow and 
he led us in prayer before our wonderful 
meal.

The birthday celebrated for the month 
of May was Luann Happel. We all sang 
“Happy Birthday” to her. There were no 
anniversaries celebrated for the month of 
May.

The secretary’s minutes for April 16, 
2025, were read by Marylou Billhorn. 
Roger Deterding made a motion to ap-
prove the secretary's minutes as read and 
Larry Ladage seconded it. Motion carried.

The treasurer’s report was read by 
Charlie Albrecht. The balance in the ac-
count after expenses was $114.00. Don 
Bilhorn made a motion to approve the 
treasurer's report and Marlys Deterding 
seconded it. Motion carried. 

OLD BUSINESS: Grump Days 2025 
was discussed. Pastor Jean Rabary at Zion 
Lutheran and St. Matthew’s will be doing 
the service in the park on June 15 at 9:00 
a.m.

NEW BUSINESS: On June 4, there 
will be no electricity in Readlyn for may-
be 8 hrs per the City of Readlyn. Rain date 
will be June 5.

 The new 2025 Readlyn Old Grump 

is Mary Lou Ungs. The crowning will be 
held Friday, June 13 at 6 p.m., along with 
the Miss Readlyn crowning and the Little 
Mr. and Miss Grumpsters and the volun-
teer of the year award.

The previous Grumps will be riding to-
gether on a wagon in the parade.

Bingo for all ages in the Gazebo will be 
from 2:30 until 4:00 p.m. Bingo has been 
extended for half an hour.

 The Bremer County Fair will be 150 
years old this year. Come join the fun from 
July 27-August 2, 2025.

The next Senior Citizens’ meeting will 
be June 18, 2025 at 11:30 a.m. at the Pan-
ther Lanes in Tripoli, IA. Wilda Albrecht 
made a motion to adjourn and Judy Leisti-
kow seconded it. Motion carried. Meeting 
adjourned.

We played bingo after our meal and 
meeting. The winners of the traditional 
bingo were Charlie Albrecht who won 
a dozen eggs donated by Ron and Judy 
Leistikow; Don Billhorn won a home-
made loaf of bread; and Larry Ladage 
also won a loaf of homemade bread. The 
homemade bread was donated by Charlie 
Albrecht. The winner of blackout bingo 
was Marlys Deterding and she won a 
gift card to Kwik Star. The gift card was 
donated by Marylou and Don Billhorn. 
Come join the fun!

Marylou Billhorn, Secretary
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We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

www.kaisercorson.com
205 Highland Avenue, Readlyn, Iowa 50668 

(319) 279-3551

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

Obituary
Brian Douglas Wolff

Brian Douglas Wolff, 65, passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, June 3, 2025, sur-

rounded by his loved 
ones at EveryStep 
Kavanagh House in 
Des Moines, Iowa.

 Brian was born 
on May 16, 1960, in 
Waterloo, Iowa, to 
Ronald and Janette 
(Otto) Wolff. He was 
raised in Readlyn, 

Iowa, and graduated from Wapsie Valley 
High School in 1978. Shortly after gradu-
ation, he enlisted in the United States Air 
Force, where he proudly served two terms 
at several bases, including San Antonio, 
Texas; Las Vegas, Nevada; and Berlin, 
Germany, until his honorable discharge in 
1992. During his time in the service, Brian 
met the love of his life, U-Dom (Seymu-
ong) Wolff. Brian and U-Dom married on 
January 30, 1988, in Las Vegas and spent 
the next 37 years side-by-side, supporting 
and cherishing one another.

 Above all, Brian was a family man. 
His greatest pride was his role as a hus-
band, father and grandfather. He had a 
steadfast and loving presence; always 
quick to share a laugh, lend a hand, or turn 
up his favorite blues and classic rock mu-
sic at full volume. Brian had a deep and 

abiding faith in God, a soft spot for ani-
mals, and a love for true crime shows, golf 
and basketball.

 Brian is survived by his beloved wife, 
U-Dom of Marshalltown, IA; his son, 
Matthew (Piper) Wolff of Clive, IA; his 
daughter, Amanda Wolff of Pleasant Hill, 
IA; and his grandchildren, Brody Ryan, 
Josie Lynn, and Ian Douglas Wolff. He is 
also survived by his brothers, Greg (Melo-
dy) Wolff of Crown Point, IN and Thomas 
(Lori) Wolff Peoria, IL; three nieces and 
many cousins who will remember his 
warmth, humor, unwavering loyalty and 
faith.

 He is preceded in death by his parents, 
Ronald and Janette Wolff.

 Brian will be remembered for his kind 
heart, his deep love for family, and the joy 
he brought to those around him. His leg-
acy will continue to live on in the lives of 
all who loved him.

 There was a visitation from 11:00 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 12, 2025, 
at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Readlyn 
and a private burial followed in St. Paul 
Lutheran Cemetery in Readlyn. In lieu of 
flowers, the family requests donations be 
made to St. Paul Lutheran Church, Read-
lyn in Brian’s honor.

 Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in Read-
lyn assisted the family with arrangements. 
319-279-3551

150 years! Can you believe it? 
The Bremer County Fair Association is 

so excited to share our NEW fairgrounds 
with you at 300 39th St. NE, Waverly. Join 
us and celebrate this milestone from July 
27-August 2, 2025! 

Starting off with the first day of the  
2025 Bremer County Fair at 12 p.m. will 
be the Farmers and Truck Pull, offering 
19 different classes of roaring engines 
and diesel smoke. Also, we welcome the 
Prairie Tractor Pullers garden tractor and 
mini-rods. Lots of fun for all ages. Admis-
sion is $10.

Our Kick-off Party and Ribbon Cutting 
will start at 5:30 p.m. in front of the Leisti-
kow Family Event Center (4-H Building) 
with games for the youth and adults such 
as a pallet maze, kiddie train, inflatables, 
craft beer tasting, music bingo and a small 
surprise at the end of the evening! 150 
Years — Come Join the Fun!

Camp at the 
2025 Bremer County Fair!

Purchase a $25.00 ticket to be entered 
into a drawing. Winners of the drawing 
will be awarded the chance to purchase a 
$400 campsite for the 2025 Bremer Coun-
ty Fair.

Camp dates are July 26-Aug. 3, 2025. 
All campsites are grass pads and have wa-
ter and electric hook-up. 

Tickets can be purchased online by us-
ing the link below or send a check to P.O. 
Box 142, Waverly, IA 50677 made out 
to “Bremer County Fair” with the memo 
Camp Site Raffle. Make sure to include 
your name and phone number.  

Purchase as many tickets as you would 
like. Once a name has been drawn, it is no 
longer eligible to be drawn again. Approx. 
15 spots available. 

Drawing to be held at 7 p.m. on Mon-
day, July 21 at the Fair Administration Of-
fice. 300 39th Street NE, Waverly. All are 
welcome to attend the drawing! Need not 
be present to win. 

E-mail: Info@bremercountyfair.com 
with any questions or for more informa-
tion.

Fair Board Members
Adam and Nicole Thimmesch are 

proud members of the Bremer County 
Fair Board, dedicated to supporting local 
youth and agriculture through their in-
volvement in the fair. 

Nicole is a Bremer County 4-H alum 
and current 4-H leader, with a deep-rooted 
passion for youth development. She pre-
viously served as the County Youth Coor-
dinator for ISU Extension and Outreach 
in Bremer County, and loves to continue 
to serve the community in a new capacity 
through the fair board. 

Adam has been involved in agriculture 
his entire life and currently manages a 
Sukup dealership, where he supports area 
farmers with their grain handling needs. 
Adam has enjoyed being more involved 
with fair through livestock and events for 
all community members. 

Together, Adam and Nicole are raising 
three children who are active 4-H mem-
bers and love participating in the county 
fair each summer. As fair board members, 
they are proud to be part of a team that 
is helping the Bremer County Fair grow 
and thrive—especially during this excit-
ing time as the new fairgrounds are being 
built. The Thimmesches believe in the 
lasting impact the fair has on youth, fam-
ilies, and the future of agriculture in the 
county, and are honored to be part of its 
next chapter. 

“The fair has always been a highlight 
for our family and a cornerstone of our 
community. It’s an honor to help shape 
its future and ensure it continues to be a 
place where people learn, grow, and cre-
ate lifelong memories.” – Adam & Nicole 
Thimmesch

The Thimmesch Family
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Create something that 
your future self will 
thank you for. 
Like prioritizing your 
financial goals. Putting 
together a financial plan 
and investment strategy 
today can help you achieve 
your dreams tomorrow. 
Let’s get started.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & 
Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des 
Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (8-21)

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

319-415-5989
davidmatthias.fbfsagents.com

Thank You!
Readlyn Community Club has countless people to 

thank for making “Good Vibes in 2025” Grump Days 
a success. We couldn’t have done it without you.

A special thank you to these contributors:
Balance/Sheila Rosengarten
David Matthias/Farm Bureau
Del’s Auto Repair
Even Events Tent    
   Rental
Farmers Co-op
First Bank, 
   Waverly
Heine, Dustin
Jaschen, Jon 
   & Jennifer
Kaiser-Corson
Kwik Star
L and L Ag/Kevin Leistikow
Larry’s Service & Repair
LaVerne & Judy Leistikow
Ron & Judy Leistikow
Ott, Lynn

Pavelec, Larry & Vicki
Prime Ag/Rathe
Readlyn Savings Bank
Readlyn Telephone 

Readlyn Veterinary Clinic
Restored/Kim Brown
Schuldt Repair
Security Mutual Insurance
Sumner Building Supply
Town & Country Real Estate

Tru-Serve
Wapsie Partnership
Weeds on Fire
Wehling, Jim
Wittenburg Truck Line

Please thank these businesses by 
patronizing them. Without them 
there would be no Grump Days!

Send news to:  
readlynchronicle@gmail.com

2025 Readlyn Royalty: Below, 
left to right: Claire O’Donnell, 
Runner-up; Gwen Forsyth, Miss 
Congeniality, Kylie Strottmann, 
Miss  Readlyn.

At right, left to right: Claire 
O’Donnell, Tate Wilkinson, Kylie 
Strottmann, Cole Munk, Maren 
Jones, Jack Munk, Eric Bryan, 
Austin Franck, Gwen Forsyth, 
Andrew Matthias, 2024 Miss 
Readlyn Jaylin May.

Parade winners
First place: Readlyn Gardeners (above)
Best Golf Cart: St. Matthew and Zion 
Churches (at left)
Second place: Readlyn Savings Bank 
(below)
Third place: Readlyn Elementary (be-
low, left)

See more photos from 2025 
Grump Days in the July 30 issue 

of the Readlyn Chronicle!
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Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Being prepared with the right
insurance for your
farm and crop matters.

Call us to talk to one of our experienced
AgriBusiness Advisors today at 319.483.4854 or
visit our website at acceladvantage.com.

Jeffrey F. Arians, CPA
Quality Accounting Services 

1002 Broadway Street 
Waterloo, IA 50703

319-234-2813 
www.qasiowa.com

Trusted Accounting 
Services

for Individuals & Businesses

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.
VANDAELE INSURANCE, INC.

greatrates@vandaeleins.com

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467 • Fairbank, IA 50629
319-635-2526 • Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

Owner
Jon Elsamiller

“Family owned and operated since 1983”

101 39th St. NE
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

www.elsamillerelectric.com



Wednesday, June 25, 2025 Readlyn Chronicle Page 11

Caring For Our Family, One Loving Heart at a Time.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

News from Community Lutheran School
We celebrated all of our stu-
dents at our Fruit of the Spirit 
Awards Night on May 21 (at 
left)! God has big plans for 
each of you! 

Congratulations to our eighth 
grade graduates (below), 
Amara Bolin, Daisy Jelsma, 
and Amy Schutte! God bless 
you as you enter your high 
school journey.

4-year-old preschool students 

Kindergarten students 
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“Have no single point of failure. Have no single path to success.”
                        - James Clear

Discipline is hard any day of the year but especially in the summertime and weekends when there are so many FUN things
pulling at us. When you get to retirement, summertime and weekends are seven days a week so you also want to be able to 
fund your fun when the time comes.

Clients might be entry-level investors, or saving for/entering retirement,
or considering legacy/estate planning for the next generations.
They might be very conservative, or they might be a 15 on a risk scale of 
10. They might have a net worth of $100 or a net worth of $100,000,000.

Each client comes with their own unique ambitions but there is one 
commonality amongst everyone we visit with: they wonder if they are 
doing enough to reach their potential.

There is definitely no one-size-fits-all approach to helping people reach 
their financial ambitions. However, for the most part, just getting assets 
saved in the first place is the biggest component of getting to where 
you hope to be. Sometimes we see people get hung up on exactly which 
type of account to open or what type of investment(s) to back. Generally, 
saving a balance amongst a few different allocations is the best start. 
From there you can modify or get more tactical based on your needs.

Brokerage Account: Closest relation to a savings account. Most freedom. 
No limitations on what/when you put in or what/when you take out. 
Pay taxes on growth once realized or deduct against taxes on losses. 
Typically inherited at a stepped-up basis on the date of dependent’s 
passing.

Roth IRA: Grows TAX FREE (upon decumulation after 59 ½ years old. 
Anything prior is 10% penalized). After the account has been open for 5 
years it can pass to beneficiaries TAX FREE. Contribute a max of $7,000/
year (or $8,000 @ 50 years or older) Income limitations apply to new contributions but tax-deferred assets can be converted at 
whatever amount you’re willing to pay taxes on, regardless of income. (ROTH 401k contributions fall under 401k rules and do not 
apply towards the IRA max.)

Traditional IRA: Grows tax DEFERRED. 100% taxable at decumulation. Anything taken before 59 ½ is penalized 10%.
Start as soon as you have an earned income of as much as you contribute. Contribute a max of $7,000/year (or
$8,000 at 50 years or older) Income limitations apply to new contributions. (401k contributions fall under 401k rules
and do not apply towards the IRA max.)

Within each of these options, you might be invested in mutual funds, ETF’s, individual stocks, crypto, private funds,
venture capital holdings… and there are a myriad of options within each of those asset classes. This is where an advisor can
really help narrow down which path or combination of paths can expedite your chance of success.

“Be disciplined in your goals but flexible in your approach.” Having discipline and staying flexible probably sounds contradictory. 
But in many ways, it can be the perfect balance to success. When we can dial in this balance and keep an eye out for necessary 
pivots on behalf of our clients, we can literally change lives and create legacies.

You can come from a whole lot of nothing and have a whole lot of something with a little guidance, focus, and intention. We 
know it because we’ve seen it and, in many cases, have been blessed to be involved in it. It can feel intimidating to expose your 
statements and goals. But if you wonder if there is more out there, it is worth taking the leap and having a fresh set of eyes on 
your ambitions. 

The best part of what we do is getting our people to feel good about how far they’ve come and open to how far they can go. We 

Advisory products and services offered by Investment Adviser Representatives through Prime Capital Investment Advisors, LLC (“PCIA”), a federally registered investment adviser. PCIA: 6201 College Blvd., Suite#150, Overland 
Park, KS 66211. PCIA doing business as Prime Capital Financial | Wealth | Retirement | Wellness.

“Financial Fitness”
WITH ASHLEA (KLEITSCH) JONES

 
Ashlea (Kleitsch) Jones

Financial Advisor
Prime Capital Financial
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
pciacedarrapids.com
(319) 269-7143

Scan Here to Learn 
More About Me!
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ReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlyn
OutdoorsOutdoorsOutdoors

By: Eric Johnston

Farmers Cooperative Company
Readlyn: 319-279-3396

Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F

SHOP
LOCAL!

Stop in 
today!

We carry food for: 
Rabbits, Cats, Dogs, Chickens, Sheep, Horses & More

Softener Salt: 
Delivery in town to those needing assistance

Cedar & Pine Chips
Bird Seed • Grass Seed • Lawn Fertilizer

Bagged Shell Corn

QUALITY DISTRIBUTORS
Crop Protection

Custom Application
Third Party Agronomy

Chemical & Fertilizer Sales
& Trucking

Seth Walker
CELL 319-352-1619

Tyler Hemer
CELL 319-269-7675

1508 190th Street 
Waverly, IA

“Grump Days 2025  
Minnow Races!”

By Eric Johnston 
Ejohnston@mossyoakprostaff.com 

Happy June, nearly July, everyone!! 
This month I’ll give you the rundown 
of an event I hosted for Readlyn Grump 
Days 2025, the Readlyn Outdoors Min-
now Races! 

Thirty-eight competitors started the 
Readlyn Outdoors 2025 Minnow Races 
Saturday, June 14 at 2:30 p.m. The play-
ing field consisted of two water-filled 
lanes four-feet long with a finish line at 
the end. 

Each participant had some simple 
rules. Do what you can to get your min-
now to the finish line first without touch-
ing the water. Each racer picked out their 
minnow from a cooler and, on the count 
of three, they each dropped their minnow 
into their lane. 

Racing was conducted bracket-style, 
single elimination. The competition was 
tough and the races were close with many 
different strategies being implemented 
from blowing on the water, waving hands 
over the water, to casting a shadow on the 
water. At the end of the day, two contes-
tants came out on top! 

Bennett Strottmann took home first 
place, winning a Zebco 33 fishing pack-
age complete with tackle! Second place 
went to Brylee Robinson who won a Yum 
Bass Fishing Tackle pack! Each partici-
pant took home a prize of a fishing lure 
and bobber! 

Smiles, and laughter filled the air on a 
beautiful weather day for Readlyn Grump 
Days 2025. This was an event I’ll look 
forward to hosting again in the future! 
Until next month… GET OUTDOORS!
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131 Tower Street, Denver • 319-984-6191
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule your appointment in Denver today!

“OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS”
Robert R. Pipho, D.D.S. • Brendon T. Boerm, D.D.S.

340 S. State St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5691

denverdrugandphoto.com

PO Box B, 103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301

or 1-800-428-5808

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

Wapsie Valley School Board Meetings - May 19 & 23, 2025
Wapsie Valley CSD

 Regular Meeting Minutes & Bills
May 19, 2025

Pledge of Allegiance 
1. President Wolfe called the Regular Meeting of 

the Board to order at 6:41 PM
A. Directors: Auel, Sauerbrei, & Wolfe. Aiello, & 

Kaufman (excused) Declared a quorum
B. Supt. Hoover, Secretary Arndt, & Principals For-

syth, & Murphy. Myers (excused)
C. Others Present: Mae Wedemeier, Gwen For-

syth, Bella Farley, Claire O’Donnell, & Vaughn Gross 
2. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to ap-

prove the agenda as presented. Motion carried 3-0
3. Public Comment: Vaughn Gross - Discussed 

four day work week and cell phone policy.
4. Spotlight on Education-Mae, Gwen, Bella, & 

Claire discussed the valuable information they re-
ceived from attending the two Student Improvement 
Advisory Committee meetings. 

5. Consent Items: Moved by Auel, Seconded by 
Sauerbrei to approve the consent items including the 
bills being reviewed by Kaufman including MacKenzie 
& Rachel Klendworth request to open enroll their 6th 
and 8th-grade sons into WV from Sumner-Fredericks-
burg after a family move. Melanie Billington request 
to open enroll her 3rd grade son to Dunkerton after a 
family move effective June 2025 as presented. Motion 
carried 3-0

6. Communication & Reports: Board: Great job 
with commencement. Thanks to the great team we all 
work with.

7. Superintendent Hoover: It’s School Board Rec-
ognition month!! Thanks to all board members for your 
support and dedication to WV! Report includes HVAC, 
Football/Track project, Retirement Awards, & Events, & 
Personal Electronic Devices.

District & PK Principals: 6th grade JH orientation, 
Student Engagement Leadership, Concerts, Awards 
night, Professional Development, Graduation, Suc-
cessful Academic Model Implementation, Retirees, & 
Activities.

 8. Personnel-Resignation: Moved by Auel, Sec-
onded by Sauerbrei to approve the resignations of Liz 
Bergman-JH Girls Basketball, Beth Dixon-Part-time 
custodial, & Casey O’Donnell-JH Football as present-
ed and thank them for their service to the students and 
staff at WV as presented. Motion carried 3-0

 9. Contracts: Moved by Sauerbrei, seconded by 
Auel to approve 25-26 Teaching contracts with an in-
crease of $2,500 for all teachers that are brought up 
to the state minimum from $47,500 to $50,000 and 
$2,000 increase from $60,000 to $62,000. All other 
teachers will receive a flat increase of $2,000 plus 
an educational-longevity increase based on each 
employee's indexed percentage from the 25-26 sala-
ry schedule, the total package is 3.16%, a 3.00% in-
crease for 25-26 support staff contracts, Logan Flack 
- JH Baseball Coach-$1,805, Chris Hoover-25-26 
Superintendent $165,280.89 (Contract) + $300 (cell 
annually) $165,580.89, Kim Arndt - 25-26 School Busi-
ness Official $104,385.81 + $13,333.80 (difference 
family/single insurance) + $300 (Cell) = $118,019.61, 
Tina Kaufman-25-26 Human Resource Director/Cen-
tral Office Employee $58,656 + $300 (Cell annually) 
= $58,956.00, Holly Myers-25-26 Fairbank Principal 
85,416.48 (Contract) +$13,333.80 (difference, family/
single insurance) + $300 (cell annually) $99,050.28, 
Alyson Forsyth-25-26 Readlyn/PK–6 Rural Principal 
$88,619.60 (Contract) +$13,333.80 (difference family/
single insurance) + $300 (cell annually) $102,253.40, 

Timothy (TJ) Murphy-25-26 7-12 Principal $91,822.72 
(Contract) +$13,333.80 (difference family/single insur-
ance) + $300 (cell annually) $105,456.52 as present-
ed. Motion carried 3-0

 10. New Business: Moved by Auel, Seconded by 
Sauerbrei to approve the 25-26 Facility Operations & 
Maintenance Manager Agreement with Janesville as 
presented. Motion carried 3-0

 Moved by Sauerbrei Seconded by Auel to approve 
the Sharing Agreements with Central Rivers for 25-26 
Curriculum Director, $26,949 (39 days), & Special Ed-
ucation Director, $45,600 (76 days), Technology Ser-
vices, $77,250 (3 days a week), Work Based Learn-
ing Coordinator, $13,129 (19 days), Work Experience 
Coordinator, $13,129 (19 days) as presented. Motion 
carried 3-0. 

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to approve 
the epoxy floor quote from Lifetime Coatings, $11,200 
for the JH/HS locker rooms as presented. Motion car-
ried 3-0

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Sauerbrei to approve 
the 2026 early graduate for Sam Platte pending all re-
quirements are made as presented. Motion carried 3-0

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Sauerbrei to approve 
increasing Teacher Substitute pay from $120 to $130 
per day effective the 25-26 school year and approving 
a Teaching Substitute contract for 25-26 school year 
for Jason Helgens at $130 per day as presented. Mo-
tion carried 3-0

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Sauerbrei to approve 
the 25-26 28E CAPS Agreement with Tripoli as pre-
sented. Motion carried 3-0

 11. Board Talking Points: None
 12. Moved Auel, Seconded by Sauerbrei to ad-

journ at 7:05 as presented. Motion carried 3-0
BILLS: ACCESS SYSTEMS $222.43 AGVAN-

TAGE FS $6,370.16 AHLERS & COONEY $556.00 AL-
LIANT ENERGY $327.24 Amazon $464.72 BEST BUY 
$695.93 BLACK HILLS ENERGY $233.18 BUTLER 
COUNTY REC $3,270.36 CASEY'S $48.39 CEDAR 
FALLS CSD $9,450.35 CHEMSEARCH $221.65 CITY 
LAUNDRy $1,360.60 CITY OF FAIRBANK $6,261.22 
CITY OF READLYN $2,697.95 COLUMN SOFT-
WARE $234.40 CONTINENTAL RESEARCH $353.66 
COURIER COMM $221.40 EAST-CENTRAL IA REC 
$1,070.86 ELITE SPORTS $364.00 Employee Benefit 
Systems $80,396.78 EMS DETERGENT $17.35 FER-
GUSON $109.89 Flinn Scientific $117.77 FREDERIKA 
LOCKER $1,160.00 hand2mind $2,759.97 HAWK-
EYE COMM CLGE $718.12 HERSHBERGER, MARY 
BETH $53.13 HILLYARD $926.80 Home Science Tools 
$274.17 IA REGIONAL UTILITIES $462.23 JOANN 
FABRICS $60.00 JOSTENS INC $261.90 KLUESNER 
SANITATION $640.00 LITTLE WAPSIE COMM 
$175.08 LOCKSPERTS $134.83 MARCY PRO $51.24 
Menards $67.34 MENZEL, EMMA $148.68 MICHAEL, 
BLAKE $625.00 MILLER, CATHERINE $85.00 MOD-
ERN BUILDING $79.94 MURPHY, TJ $100.00 MYS-
TERY SCIENCE $1,695.00 NORTHWESTERN CLGE 
$2,270.00 ORAN MUTUAL TELEPHONE $161.00 
Prairie Meadows $338.24 RABER, EDNA $53.13 
RAISA A HALLELUJAH $1,400.00 READLYN TELE-
PHONE $187.99 RENAISSANCE $1,512.20 RIV-
ERSIDE INSIGHTS $453.60 SCHOOL BUS SALES 
$462.73 SCRIBNER, RACHEL $761.60 SUPERIOR 
WELDING $2,875.59 TAYLOR PHYSICAL THERAPY 
$375.00 TIMBERLINE $285.66 U.S. POST OFFICE 
$2.19 Walmart $185.47 WV Archery $300.00 WAVER-
LY CSD $29,172.15 WEEDS ON FIRE $2,292.00 Z'S 
PIZZA $52.50 General Total $168,685.77 Employ-
ee Benefit Systems $5,431.20 Management Total 

$5,431.20 BLUUM OF MINNESOTA $2,629.50 MAR-
TIN GARDNER ARCHITECTURE $2,793.12 SAVE To-
tal $5,422.62 ACCESS SYSTEMS $1,663.30 Amazon 
$508.29 BIRDY BOUTIQUE $575.00 BSN SPORTS 
$18,498.00 CEDAR FALLS CSD $1,488.20 Central 
Rivers AEA $657.14 DKW TREE SRVC $1,600.00 
FERGUSON $979.96 Krall, Jill $295.00 ORAN MU-
TUAL TELEPHONE $100.00 STICKFORT ELECTRIC 
$447.39 YOUNG PLMBG & HTNG $1,353.15 PPEL 
Total $28,165.43 Amazon $637.41 BLUUM OF MIN-
NESOTA $1,687.74 BRAIN POP $275.00 CORAL 
RIDGE ICE RINK $48.00 Dollar Tree $58.75 MISSIS-
SIPPI RIVER MUSEUM $945.40 Teacher Synergy 
$16.25 Teachers Pay Teachers $46.24 Thrift Books 
$77.71 WVEF Total $3,792.50 WEST MUSIC $649.00 
Gallup Trust Total $649.00 4 SEASONS FUND RAIS-
ING $1,940.30 ALLISON, GAIL $210.00 Amazon 
$583.68 APLINGTON-PARKERSBURG $550.00 
BOUND $120.00 BSN SPORTS $1,221.00 Buzyns-
ki, Melaine $200.00 Central Rivers AEA $112.50 
CHICK-FIL-A $10.11 COLUMBUS CATHOLIC HS 
$145.00 CZECHMIX'S COOL TUNES $275.00 DEN-
VER CSD $365.00 DIKE-NEW HARTFORD CSD 
$350.00 DOESE PHOTOGRAPHY $24.00 EASTERN 
IA LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP $882.00 EDGEWOOD 
LOCKER $10,515.00 ELITE SPORTS $1,013.13 
Endene, Massoma $350.00 Fairfield Inn & Suites 
$423.36 FRANCK, JASON $70.00 GOLF WATERLOO 
$120.00 Greenhouse Megastore $215.45 GRUN-
DY CENTER CSD $350.00 Hampton Inn $5,342.40 
HIGHLAND PARK $90.00 HONORS GRADUATION 
$54.00 HUDSON CSD $325.00 INDEPENDENCE 
CSD $225.00 IA FCCLA $372.00 IGHAAU $15.00 
IA SPORTS SUPPLY $914.00 JESUP CSD $220.00 
JOSTENS INC $1,047.35 KAUFMAN, WALLACE 
$32.16 LISBON CSD $100.00 MAY, JAMES $50.00 
MICHELL'S $104.65 MISSISSIPPI RIVER MUSEUM 
$652.65 NASHUA-PLAINFIELD HS $110.00 NEW 
HAMPTON CSD $100.00 PEYTON, JAYDEN $350.00 
Pheasant Ridge Golf Course $80.00 PIZZA RANCH 
$452.38 Prairie Links Golf & Event Center $480.00 
PRIES PROMO $85.00 SHANNON, HEIDI $58.90 
SKILLS USA $80.00 SOUTH WINN COUNTRY CLUB 
$60.00 SOUTH WINNESHIEK CSD $90.00 Subway 
$234.00 TAYLOR PHYSICAL THERAPY $127.50 Wa-
terloo Community Playhouse $590.00 WAVERLY CSD 
$75.00 WEEPIE, ELLA $500.00 WV FFA ALUMNI 
$2,100.00 X-GRAIN SPORTSWEAR $919.00 Activity 
Total $36,081.52 COCA-COLA $453.02 EMS DETER-
GENT $376.65 KWIK TRIP $13.92 MARTIN BROS. 
$16,312.17 PRAIRIE FARMS $2,699.98 WILSON 
RESTAURANT $849.36 YOUNG PLMBG & HTNG 
$229.50 Lunch Total $20,934.60

Wapsie Valley CSD
Special Board Meeting Minutes-VIA Phone

May 23, 2025
1. President Wolfe called the Special Meeting of 

the Board to order at 7:32 AM.
A. Directors: Auel, Aiello, Kaufman, Sauerbrei, & 

Wolfe. Declared a quorum
B. Supt. Hoover 
2. Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Sauerbrei to ap-

prove the agenda as presented. Motion carried 5-0
3. Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Auel to approve 

the 5-12 Band Teacher for 25-26 school year,
Jaylyn Gibbs - $38,339 (Base Contract) + $11,661 

(TSS) = $50,000 as presented. Motion carried 5-0
4. Moved by Kaufman, Seconded by Sauerbrei to 

adjourn at 7:32 AM. Motion carried 5-0

Homestead Tax Credit, Homestead Tax Exemption, 65+ & Military Tax Exemption Notice 
The Bremer County Assessor’s Office 

would like to remind property owners to 
sign up for the Homestead Tax Credit if they 
have purchased or built a new home within 
the last 12 months or have not yet signed up. 
This credit directly reduces the amount of 

property tax you pay.
In addition to the Homestead Tax Credit, 

claimants 65 or older on or before January 
1 of the assessment year are eligible for a 
Homestead Tax Exemption. An exemption is 
a reduction in the taxable value rather than a 

direct reduction in the property tax you pay.
Eligibility for the Homestead Credit & 

the Homestead Exemption: You must own 
and occupy the property as your primary 
homestead on July 1 of each year, declare 
residency in Iowa for income tax purpos-

es, and occupy the property for at least six 
months each year. Once a property owner 
qualifies for the credit and/or exemption, 
the credit and exemption continue until the 
property is sold or until the owner no longer 
qualifies. Please refer to Iowa Code, Chapter 
425. 

Property owners may be eligible for a 
Military Tax Exemption. Again, an exemp-
tion is a reduction in the taxable value rather 
than a direct reduction in the property tax 
you pay.

Eligibility for the Military Tax Exemp-
tion: You must be a resident of Iowa, have 
been involved in full-time active duty during 
a war or conflict, be a veteran defined by 
Iowa Code 35.1*, or have served 18 months 
active duty and have been honorably dis-
charged. (The original or a certified copy of 
the DD214 must be recorded in the Bremer 
County Recorder’s Office by July 1 of the 
year the exemption is first claimed. Your DD 
214 needs to show release from active duty 
during a qualified time for other than train-
ing.) Once a property owner qualifies for the 
exemption, the exemption will continue un-
til the property is sold or until the owner no 
longer qualifies. Surviving spouses remain 
eligible for the exemption as long as they 
do not remarry, and the exemption continues 
until the property owner is no longer eligi-
ble. Please refer to Iowa Code, Chapter 427. 

Disabled Veteran Homestead Tax 
Credit: Refer to Code of Iowa, Chapter 
425.15. For more detailed information on 
this credit, please see the assessor’s page on 
the Bremer County website under Credits & 
Exemptions, call the Bremer County Veter-
ans Affairs Office at 319-352-4209, or con-
tact the Bremer County Assessor’s Office.

Filing deadline for these credits & ex-
emptions for the 2025 valuation is July 1, 
2025. 

(After July 1, all applications would be 
considered for the following year.) Please 
note: The same application is used for the 
Homestead Tax Credit and the Homestead 
Tax Exemption. 

Application forms may be found online 
at the Bremer County Assessor’s section 
on Bremer County’s website https://www.
bremercounty.iowa.gov/government/as-
sessor/assessor.php or the Department of 
Revenue’s website at https://tax.iowa.gov/
tax-credits-and-exemptions. You may also 
go directly to https://beacon.schneidercorp.
com or visit the Bremer County Assessor’s 
Office. If you have any questions, contact 
the Assessor’s Office at 319-352-0145, 
Monday-Friday, 8:00-4:30 p.m. 
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Ag Resources
Bayer Crop Science 

David R. Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Farmers Co-op 
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors-Fairview Ag
1508 190th St., Waverly

Seth Walker (319) 352-1619 
Tyler Hemer (319) 269-7675

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler

Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Advanced Realtors®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Fischels Residential Group
Joe Leehey, Residential Broker

(319) 415-7349
 joe@� schelsgroup.com
www.� schelsgroup.com

3510 Kimball Ave. Ste. H, Waterloo, IA 
50702 • Tel: (319) 234-5000 

Re/Max Alliance
Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor

319-269-5089
300 S. State St., Denver
wendymohlis@gmail.com

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

hartmanlouie@gmail.com
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

O�  ce 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
101 39th St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3917

Gingerich Roofi ng Solutions
1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton 

319-505-3938

Ken’s Electric Inc.
Electric • HVAC • Solar

319.283.4221 • kenselectric.com

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 
or: (319) 231-9022

 
Smith Excavating, Inc.

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family 
Needs

Denver Drug and Photo
340 S. State St., Denver

(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Denver Family Dental
131 Tower St., Denver

319-984-6191

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

Fidelity Bank & Trust
Adam Schaufenbuel  Waverly 

319-483-1001
Megan Niewoehner   Oelwein 

319-283-2524

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340 www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Prime Capital Investment Advisors
Ashlea (Kleitsch) Jones, Financial Advisor
Cedar Rapids, pciacedarrapids.com

(319) 269-7143 

Quality Accounting Services
1002 Broadway St., Waterloo

(319) 234-2813 www.qasiowa.com

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

American Savings Bank-Tripoli
312 S. Main St. • (319) 882-4279

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Security State Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
123 2nd St. SW, Waverly

319-352-2270
SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Food and
Restaurants

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plain� eld 

(319) 275-4528

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
239 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
O�  ce: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery

C&K Garden Solutions LLC
2508 Viking Ave., Fairbank

(319) 939-4112 

Tiedt Nursery 
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair

2220 Reed Ave. (319) 279-3363

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave.   (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA 

(319) 635-2311 (888) 282-9992 
www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

319-352-4112

CHRONICLE
 Sponsorship
DIRECTORY

2025 FRIENDS OF THE CHRONICLE:
Corlyn Freitag

DA Acres - Leistikow Family
Bonnie Erickson

Readlyn Senior Citizens
Jennifer Jaschen

YOU, TOO, CAN BECOME A 

Friend of the Chronicle! 
Call Ron Leistikow for details! 

(319) 279-3548

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE IN THE
READLYN CHRONICLE!

Call Ron Leistikow for details! (319) 279-3548
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Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 

10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s  
Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Wednesday services 7:00 PM

Martha Circle, 
1st Wednesday of month

Women of Life, 
3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street, Readlyn 

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 

8:30 a.m.
Mary-Martha Circle 

1st Wednesday 7 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Sunday Services 9:00 a.m. 

Communion 
1st and 3rd Sunday

Ruth Circle 
1st Thursday 1:00 p.m.

  Deadline for the July 30 Chronicle is Thurs., July 17 at 5 p.m.

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D

NEW LOCATION:
123 2nd St. SW

Waverly, IA 50677
319-352-2270

 SmileyFamilyDentistry.com
New patients welcome!

Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s  
tradition of excellent dental care.

1115 2ND ST. SE, OELWEIN 
$190,000
3 Bedrms, 1.5 Baths, 

2 Car Garage

730 PROSPECT ST., LAMONT
$219,900

107 WASHINGTON ST., WEST UNION
$28,000

16283 50TH ST., OELWEIN
$275,000

Bigger than it looks Ranch, 2 Car Tuck 
Under Garages, 3 L Bedrms, 2 baths 
up, ¾ bath LL, Lg Family Rm, Extra 

Gar/Hobby Shop.

816 2ND AVE. NE, OELWEIN
$149,000

   2.5-3 Bedrms, 1.25 Baths, Heated 
Gar. Appliances Included.

REALTOR.COM     REALTOR.COM      REALTOR.COM

125 EASTLINE ST N, WESTGATE 

 $130,000 NEW FAIRBANK  LISTING - 
VIEW OF RIVER

306 WISCONSIN ST, FAIRBANK   
4-5 Bedrm Ranch (1,288 Sq Ft Main) 1 & 
3/4 Baths, Large Lot, 2 Car Gar, Updated 
Oak Kitchen, Main fl r Laundry, Sunroom

NEW  FAIRBANK LISTING - 
AMAZING VIEW OF RIVER/PARK

301  W. MAIN ST,  FAIRBANK   
CLOSE TO 1 ACRE  

UPDATED  3-4 Bdrm 2-story, 1 & 3/4 
baths, Character Woodwork, 1 car att + 2 

car det. garage w/ Hobby space

PENDING

 $130,000 $130,000
PENDING

24878 PLEASANT ST, ORAN
f/k/a  Oran School Bldg

Has rental income already, with some 
updates; each classroom can be used 
as effi ciency apartments or small busi-
ness rental space. So many updates 

done by current owners. Call for details!! 

Corner Lot to Build on Corner 
of 2nd St NW/8th Ave NW 

$10,000

NEW RIVER VIEW LISTINGS!

 I  Need  
Listings!!  
Call Me!  

319-238-1700


