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Home of 857 Friendly People and One Old Grump

Meet the 2018 Miss Readlyn Candidates!
ABBY SHEPPARD

Abby is the daughter of Doug and Amy 
Sheppard. She is sponsored by Readlyn 
Savings Bank. Abby has been active in vol-

leyball, Club vol-
leyball, basketball, 
golf, Vacation Bible 
School, and reading 
to kids during Lit-
eracy Week. 

Abby feels she 
will bring a pos-
itive attitude and 
hard-working skills 
to the environment. 

Her plans after graduation include babysit-
ting this summer, spending time with family 
and friends, and preparing to attend UNI.

In ten years Abby sees herself with a job 
in elementary education or special education, 
married with a family, and living in the area.

Her favorite thing about Readlyn is how 
caring, nice and supportive everyone is!

JULIA LARUE
Julia LaRue is the daughter of Scott and 

Susi LaRue. Her sponsor is Mane Event.
Julia has been involved in Kids in the 

Park events, FFA 
Omelet breakfasts/
food stands, helped 
clean the park for 
Community Ser-
vice Day, and is a 
6th grade religious 
education teacher. 
Her school activi-
ties include Nation-
al Honor Society, 

FFA Chapter secretary, PALS mentor, com-
petitive cheer, football cheerleading, wres-
tling manager, and track.

Julia feels her strengths include dedication, 
honesty, positivity, and a fun, outgoing per-

sonality. She is hardworking and enjoys help-
ing others. 

Her plans after graduating include babysit-
ting two small children, showing a steer and 
several laying hens at the Bremer County 
Fair, kayaking, spending time with family 
and volunteering at town celebrations and 
local fairs.

Julia has plans to attend UNI or Hawkeye 
Community College for general education 
and then transfer to Allen School of Nursing 
to get her Bachelor’s Degree in Science of 
Nursing.

In ten years, she hopes to have a stable ca-
reer in the nursing field as a pediatric nurse, 
living in Readlyn with her husband and start-
ing a family. She hopes to have a dog, too!

Julia’s favorite thing about Readlyn is that 
it’s a quiet, little, close-knit town where ev-
eryone is willing to help each other out. It’s a 
town she is glad to have grown up in and call 
her home.

CAITLIN MCELHOSE
Caitlin is the daughter of Mark and Jaime 

McElhose. She is sponsored by Quality Dis-
tributors, Inc.

Caitlin has been active in RAP Youth 
Group, Vacation Bible School, Competitive 
cheer, football and basketball cheerleading, 
band, color guard, choir, chamber choir, mu-

sicals, archery, and 
the best big sister 
ever!

She feels her 
character strengths 
include positivity, 
teamwork, honesty 
and creativity.

Caitlin’s summer 
plans include work-

ing at Dairy Queen, babysitting Haliey and 
Andrew Wehling, and hanging out with her 
little sister as much as possible. 

In ten years, Caitlin sees herself living in 
another state (somewhere warm), possibly 
starting a family, and pursuing her dreams.

She loves how everyone in Readlyn knows 
each other and the people come together to 
get things accomplished.

CASSIDY BRUNSCHEON
Cassidy is the daughter of Jeff and Laurie 

Brunscheon. She is sponsored by Farmer’s 
Co-Op. 

Cassidy has been active in choir, chamber 
choir, musicals, Na-
tional Honor Society, 
Individual Speech, 
Large Group Speech, 
Teacher’s Assistant, 
Cheerleading, TAG, 
and college classes.

She feels her stron-
gest assets include 
leadership skills, prob-

lem-solving, creativity and organizational 
skills. 

Cassidy’s plans following graduation in-
clude working at Precious Miracles, going 
to music camps, traveling with family and 
hanging out with friends. After graduation, 
she plans to attend University of Iowa for 

Marketing Analytics.
In ten years Cassidy expects to have a col-

lege degree and a successful career. 
She loves how Readlyn is such an easy 

place to call “home.” Everyone is friendly 
and supportive of one another!

EVIE ROBERTS
Evie Roberts is the daughter of Andrew 

and Jill Roberts. She 
is sponsored by Quar-
ter Ave. Storage.

Evie has been ac-
tive in speech, choir, 
school musicals and 
traveling with her 
family.

She feels her 
strengths include 
honesty, respect, pa-

tience, integrity and joy.
Her summer plans include going to Dorian 

Summer music camp at Luther College, trav-
eling to Europe for 2 weeks with a group 
called Travel for Teens.

Evie will be attending Wartburg College 
with a double major in music education and 
music therapy.

In ten years, Evie expects to be living in a 
bigger town and working as a music teacher 
for high school students.

Her favorite thing about Readlyn is the 
people. Evie says “everyone here makes you 
feel welcome by waving and having a friend-
ly smile. I love the community and whoever 
visits our small town is sure to have a lasting 
impression of the kind people that live here.”

MIKENNA JOERGER
Mikenna Joerger is the daughter of Chris 

and Angie Joerger. She is sponsored by Lar-
ry’s Skelly Service & Repair. 

Mikenna’s activity involvement includes 
volleyball, basketball, golf, playing piano, 
and volunteering at church.

She feels her strengths include positivity, 
kindness and self-con-
trol. Her summer plans 
include a babysitting 
job this summer, at-
tending several volley-
ball camps, and camp-
ing with her family. 
She will be attending 
Winona State Universi-
ty and will play volley-
ball there. 

Ten years from now Mikenna hopes to be 
finished with college and starting a family.

Her favorite thing about Readlyn would be 
the small town atmosphere and the opportu-
nity to know everyone in town.

See pages 8-9 for 
more about 

Readlyn Grump Days!

Women of 
LIFE to host 
Kids in the 
Park June 16

The Women of LIFE of St. Matthew 
and Zion Lutheran Churches are proud to 
host Kids in the Park again during Read-
lyn Grump Days!  Join us Saturday, June 
16 from 11:30am-2:00pm at Readlyn City 
Park for family friendly games!

Cost is $5 per child.  There will be some 
of your favorite carnival games for all 
ages, treat walk, inflatable jumpers, laser 
tag, balloon man and two face painters! 

Every child will receive a goody bag of 
prizes! 

Thank you to our awesome community 
for providing our children a safe and fun 
celebration during Grump Days! 

We would also like to thank the follow-
ing organizations and businesses for your 
sponsorship and/or donations: Readlyn 
Community Library, Readlyn Area Youth 
Group, David C. Matthias - Farm Bureau 
Insurance, Jaci & Ben Hogan - TruServe 
Insurance, Inspired, Kwik Star, Thrivent 
Financial, Dairy Queen, Casey’s and 
Kwik Star.

Grump Days’ theme
Freedom Rocks — yes, that is the 

theme for this year’s Grump Days. It 
was voted on and decided on because 
this is the year the Freedom Rock, lo-
cated at the ball park next to Reed Ave, 
will be painted by Artist Ray “Bubba” 
Sorensen.

Please refer to the Grump Days 
schedule located in this issue on page 9.

Grump Days will kick off Thursday 
evening with a movie for the families of 
our community. It will be “The Greatest 
Showman.” This will take place on the 
south side of the Readlyn Elementary 
School, in case of rain it will be in the 
Elementary Gym.

Lots of activity for Friday beginning 
with the “Grumpsters” Readlyn Annu-
al Golf Tournament @ 8 a.m.. At 4:00, 
the beer tent opens, Readlyn Savings 
Bank serves Ice Cream Sundaes, The 
Balloon Man, Darrell Anderson will 
be busy, and the Pedal Pull will take 
place. Also, the 9th Annual Grump 
Cup Firemen’s Softball Tournament 
will begin. At 6:00 the crowning of the 
Little “Grumpsters,” the 2018 Readlyn 
Grump, the 2018 Miss Readlyn, and 
the Readlyn Volunteer of the Year. Re-
member to bring your lawn chairs and 
enjoy the evening. A Kids Street Dance 
will take place on the street to the south 
of the beer tent between 7:00 and 8:30 
p.m. The ever treasured “Pepper Tour-
nament” will take place following the 
crowning activities.

From 8:30 until 12:30, Mitchell Bo-
evers will be entertaining in the beer 
tent, come and enjoy and at 10:00 the 
Fireworks will take place which may be 
viewed from the lawn on the east side 
of Zion Lutheran Church. Those donat-

ing for the fireworks will be given fire-
works glasses. The beer tent will close 
at 1:00 a.m.

Saturday, June 16 begins with the Mat 
Pac sponsoring “Cow Chip Bingo.” Do 
your gambling early. The Grump Days 
Parade begins at 10:00 a.m., followed 
by the food stands and beer tent open-
ing. Kids in the Park begins at 11:30 
with carnival games, bouncy houses, 
laser tag, face painting and the Balloon 
Man. The very popular Readlyn Schaf-
skopt Card Tournament begins @ 1:00. 
The Readlyn Gardeners are sponsoring 
the Annual Turtle Races about 2:00, fol-
lowed by Bingo in the Gazebo @2:30 
for all ages. 2:30 brings on something 
new, “An Adventure Run” taking place 
in the ball park, sponsored by LeAnn 
Cushion. If you need a rest by now, the 
beer tent and food vendors are open all 
day to refresh you. Last year we had a 
very popular Karaoke/Talent Show and 
we are gong to continue that from 5:00 
to 7:00 this year near the stage at the 
beer tent. Saturday evening entertain-
ment is “Too Beaucoup” in the beer 
tent. They will be playing from 8:30 to 
12:30 a.m.

The Community Church Service will 
take place at 9:00 in the park with Pas-
tor Sean Rabary of the Readlyn Area 
Parish leading the service. Please bring 
your lawn chairs and enjoy worshiping 
with everyone from the community.

We (the committee) cannot make 
the “Thank Yous” big enough for all of 
those individuals and businesses that 
have donated funds to sponsor all of 
the events. When you see those folks, 
please tell them Thank You also.
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Mayor’s
Desk

By Dan Wedemeier

Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Erika Jeanes

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Louie Hartman

240-7150
Cellular Phones 
and Accessories

www.newyswireless.com
Authorized Agent

Jonathan
Smiley,
D.M.D

Dr. Jonathan 
Smiley 

and 
family

2024 2rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677 (319) 352-2270
SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Community 
Calendar

Mondays - Novel Knitters at the library 6 pm
Tuesday, June 5 -  Visiting Nurses Foot Clinic at the 
library call 319-235-6201 for an appointment.
V.F.W. Post #5661 meeting at Readlyn Telephone Co.
Wednesday, June 6 - Summer Reading Program with 
Dino O’Dell at the library 10 am
Tuesday, June 12 - V.F.W. Auxiliary at the library, 
7:30 pm
Wednesday, June 13 - Summer Reading Program 
with Bremer County Conservationists Heather and 
Sarah at the library 10 am
Thursday, June 14 - Deadline for June 27 Chronicle, 
5 pm
June 14 - 17 Readlyn Grump Days
Wednesday, June 20 - Summer Reading Pro-
gram,Grout Museum presents The Science of Sound 
at the library 10 am
Wednesday, June 20 - Senior Citizens lunch and 
cards at Inspired, 11:30 am
Thursday, June 21 - Deadline for the Chronicle 5 pm
Tuesday, June 26 - Coloring at the library 1-3 pm
Wednesday, June 27 - Merry Elders at Inspired 11:30 
am
Summer Reading Program, Aspen Black The Singing 
Cowgirls, at the library
Thursday, June 28 - Book Talk, 7 pm at the library

Please send me the Readlyn Chronicle each month.

Name ___________________________________
Address  ________________________________
________________________________________
Phone Number  ___________________________
The cost of this service is $18.00 for 2018.
Send check and this coupon to:

Ron Leistikow, 2218 Reed Ave.
Readlyn, IA 50668 • 319-279-3548

Hello June! Despite the weather, there have been many 
activities and projects moving forward. 

We attended the second annual Bremer County Nature 
Alliance spring banquet. This organization’s mission is 
to help raise funds, coordinate volunteer efforts, support 
and advocate for environmental education programs with 
Bremer County Conservation to maintain our wildlife ar-
eas. Bremer County has 4,300 conservation acres which 
competes with much larger counties, ie. Linn, Polk and 
Woodbury for acres with a much smaller budget. And if 
you love snakes (and really, who doesn’t?), you will be 
happy to know that the local Wapsie River is a model of 
wetlands, prairie, and water hosting 12 species of snakes 
including the prized Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake. 
This rattlesnake is endangered and our area is lucky to 
have it and the balance it adds to the wildlife. Please don’t 
kill them and according to Google if you would get bit, 
you do not need to cut the bite area and suck out the ven-
om. Wash the wound, go to the hospital. Good to know. 

The Bremer County Conservation is hosting Bike the 
Grump Trail from Readlyn to Hwy 63 on Friday, June 22 
from 9:30 – 11:30 am. Participants must have completed 
3rd grade and up, and will need to provide their own bike 
and helmet. Meet at the Ball Diamond Park on Wilmont 
Avenue. Cost-$15.00 This program offers an opportunity 
to explore our world. Participants must bring their OWN 
snack and drinks, especially water in a string backpack. 
The Bremer County Naturalist(s) will lead the trip. A de-
tailed timeline and list of items to bring will be mailed out 
upon receipt of the registration form. Call 319-882-4742 
or email Heather Gamm at naturalist@co.bremer.ia.us for 
more information. Go online for the registration/liability 
form at http://www.co.bremer.ia.us/conservation-board/
environmental-education.aspx and click on Summer 2018 
Outdoor Explorer youth activities. 

The Grump Days’ Committee is meeting every week to 
fine tune your good time on June 15, 16 & 17. As usual, 
our local businesses are being generous sponsors of the 
various events. Please notice their names & logos on the 
events schedule and tell them thank you. This fun week-
end can’t happen without them or the hard working com-
mittee. 

The Freedom Rock painting has been moved from June 
16-20 because of my birthday. That is my birthday, but that 
just coincides with when Bubba Sorenson can get here. 

Our family attended the Special Olympics in Ames May 
17 & 18. I can’t properly describe how moving and re-
warding this experience was. Our two grandsons that were 
locked and hidden upon birth in an institution in Ukraine, 
were now celebrated, embraced and loved as they com-
peted in their 25 meter walk. God Bless America. This is a 
wonderful reminder of the goodness of people.

I’ll end this with an “Oh for Heaven’s Sake” moment. 
Upon finally getting to work in my garden on a beautiful, 
warm day, I liberally applied sun screen since we haven’t 
seen the sun in 6 months. Then I cut open a bag of rich 
cattle manure, resulting in a big cloud which immediately 
adhered very smoothly to all my sun screen. It was rich. 

See you at Grump Days,
Louie Hartman

Happy May to all! This month I am proud to say I’m a 
Wapsie Valley alumni! I graduated May 20 with the class 
of 2018. I don’t think it has truly hit me that I am done 
with high school, but I know it will very soon. My gradu-
ation day was filled with many laughs and tears, and I am 
so thankful that I could share this day with many of my 
friends and family. I wish all my classmates the best of 
luck in their future endeavors, and I cannot wait to start a 
new chapter in my life. Thank you to the Wapsie Valley 
community for all the special memories!

The month of May brings many graduation parties, and 
I can honestly say I am not even tired of eating party po-
tatoes yet. Preparing for my party has been a process, but, 
since I am the youngest of the family, my parents and I 
have a little experience party planning.

The Wapsie Valley track and golf season came to an 
end this month. Congratulations to all the athletes who 
made it down to the state track meet at Drake. I was for-
tunate to make it to a few track meets this season, and I 
also got to see the Wapsie Valley athletes run and throw 
at state!

Softball and baseball is underway, and I could not be 
more excited! Our coaches and players are all looking 
forward to a great season! This will be the last sport some 
of the seniors will play as a Warrior, so it will be bit-
tersweet for all of us. I can’t wait to take the field with 
all my teammates very shortly. Thursday, May 24 we 
played  against Union. Our first game was postponed due 
to weather and it will be rescheduled for a later date. For 
an up-to-date schedule of all the softball and baseball 
games and all activities at Wapsie Valley, you can visit 
the school website, wapsievalleyschools.com.

Enjoy the remainder of your spring and the warmer 
weather! 
Erika Jeanes, Miss Readlyn

Hi everyone.
It sure has been an interesting spring!! It sure makes 

the grass grow. Remember that the City of Readlyn has 
an ordinance that prohibits mowing or blowing grass 
into the street. If grass plugs or gets into storm water 
intake it creates problems for everyone. Also we have a 
non-mowing grass ordinance with a height requirement. 
This ordinance will be enforced and is there to make 
Readlyn great for everyone!

With summer months coming this gets a lot of campers 
and boat trailers parked on streets. Please be considerate 
of your neighbors and street safety along with following 
our rules on parking on the street. It really comes down 
to a safety issue.

Along with street safety please let’s not have our 
streets used as a playground. That really is a safety issue 
and is just too dangerous!

Barny and Austin are working hard to keep parks 
ready and looking good. We are planning on having the 
splash pad open on Memorial Day weekend.

As of this writing I have received word that Spahn and 
Rose Lumber Co. will be closing in Readlyn this June. I 
have visited with their company officials and also some 
possible replacements. This is very sad to hear but we 
will try and make the best of it. They have long been a 
part of the Readlyn community and employ several local 
citizens.

Congratulations to all the area seniors!!
Have a fun and safe summer.

Mayor Dan Wedemeier



Wednesday, May 30, 2018 Readlyn Chronicle Page 3

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY OF READLYN SINCE 1907

RTC Communications is a local shareholder owned company and proud to be 
one of the many independent telephone companies in Iowa.  We are here to 

serve our customers with the latest technology so they may take advantage of 
the endless opportunities-whether for work or leisure.

121 Main Street, Readlyn, Iowa 50668 
(319) 279-3375 

Office Hours: M-F 8AM - 4:30PM 

www.readlyntelco.com

RTC Communications provides 

the Technology needed for 

YOUR lifestyle

*  100% Fiber - Gigabit Capable Community 
*  Unlimited high speed broadband to our whole exchange 
*  Digital Video Television 
*  Telephone and special option calling features 
*  Bundled services available for savings 
*  Great local customer service

We are a  proud supporter 

of our local organizations.

Senior citizens meet in Readlyn April 19 at Inspired
On April 19, 12 members attended the 

11:30 meal at Inspired for the Senior Citi-
zens' meeting.

President Ron Leistikow led everyone 
in prayer. We enjoyed a great meal for 
lunch.

President Ron Leistikow called the 
meeting to order. The Secretary's minutes 
from the March 21 meeting were read. A 
motion by Don Billhorn/Wilda Albrecht 
to accept the minutes as read. Motion car-
ried.

Charlie Albrecht reported a balance of 
$182.00 in the treasury. Motion by Judy 
Leistikow/Wilbert Huebner to accept the 
report. Motion carried.

We signed a birthday card for Jean 
Buenzow whose birthday is April 21. It 
will be sent to Allen Hospital as she is in 
the hospital.

We sang “Happy Birthday” to Wilbert 
Huebner, birthday April 17, Darlene Pe-
ters’ birthday, April 3 and Mary Lou Bill-
horn, birthday April 22. Wilbert is now the 
oldest man in Readlyn at 98 years old.

Old Business:
Grump statue is done but will wait un-

til it is dry and warmer to place it in the 
park. David Wittenberg power washed the 
Freedom Rock, machine donated by Car-
mi Flavors. The pea rock and trucking is 
donated by Kenny Bergmann. $2300 has 
been donated so far. Anyone who wishes 
to guess the weight along with a donation 
should give the money to Dani Sauerbrei 
at the bank. Motion by Don Billhorn/
GaryLee Thurm to give a donation of 

$150 to the Freedom Rock. Carried.
Vote for the Grump at the bank by May 

15. 
The Grump plaques are at the Historical 

Society building ready to be hung. The old 
plaques are for sale. Work day at the mu-
seum was Saturday, April 21.

The next meeting will be May 16 at 
11:30 AM at Inspired. Motion by GaryLee 
Thurm/Don Billhorn to adjourn. The 
meeting was followed by fellowship and 
card playing.

Mary Lou Billhorn, 
Secretary for Lois Thacher

Sends new of your club, organization or church to the Readlyn Chronicle at:

ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

Happy 75th Birthday, Joan Drewis
Come help Joan celebrate on June 17 1-5 pm at 

Backbone Beach Lodge, 1347 129th St., Dundee, IA. 
Hope to see you there!

Cards can be sent to Joan at 
PO Box 623, Strawberry Point, IA 52076 

Thank You
I would like to thank everyone that sent 
the beautiful cards to me on my birthday 
April 17.  It was so special to receive so 
many greetings helping me celebrate my 
98th birthday. � ank you all so much.

Wilbert Huebner

College News
Graduated

Hailey Broten from Readlyn graduat-
ed cum laude meritum with a bachelor's 
degree from Upper Iowa University in Fi-
nancial Management on May 5.

Schrader 
receives 
scholarship

VanDaele Insurance Agency of Fair-
bank, along with Grinnell Mutual of Grin-
nell, Iowa, has named Colin Schrader of 
Wapsie Valley High School in Fairbank as 
one of 60 recipients of a 2018 Road to Suc-

cess scholarship.
"We're happy to 

recognize Colin's 
academic accom-
plishments and 
safe driving record 
with a Road to 
Success Scholar-
ship, and we wish 
Colin the very best 
in future endeav-
ors," said Amber 
VanDaele of Van-

Daele Insurance Agency in Fairbank.
Schrader was selected from thousands 

of Grinnell Mutual policyholders based 
on excellence in the classroom and a safe 
driving record. Colin's parents are Day-
na Schoer and Joe Syharath. VanDaele 
Insurance Agency is an independent in-
surance agency serving Fairbank and the 
surrounding area. The agency provides 
several lines of insurance products and 
represents Grinnell Mutual.
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Memorial Cash Donations 

Barb Sowers 
Nancy Lockard 

New DVDs  

Paddingtion 2 
The Commuter 
Forever My Girl 

The Post 
Maze Runner—Death Cure 

Memorial Book Donations 
 
 

In Memory of Jean Buenzow 
“The Rabbit Listened” by Cori Doerrfeld  

from Dean & Lois Buhr 
“A Hat for Mrs. Goldman” by Michelle Edwards  

from Chris & Sharon Davis 
 

In Memory of Carol Corwin 
“Maybe Something Beautiful; How Art Transformed 
a Neighborhood” by F. Isabel Campoy & Theresa 

Howell from Ron & Judy Leistikow 
 

In Memory of John Herman  
“No Yeti Yet” by Mary Ann Fraser  

from Ron & Judy Leistikow 

Color Us Creative 
JOIN US  Tuesday, June 26th  

1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Re adlyn Reads 
 The selection for June is “Truly, Madly, Guilty “ by 
Liane Moriarty . “In Truly Madly Guilty, Liane Mori-
arty takes on the foundations of our lives: mar-
riage, sex, parenthood, and friendship. She shows 
how guilt can expose the fault lines in the most 
seemingly strong relationships, how what we don’t 
say can be more powerful than what we do, and 
how sometimes it is the most innocent of mo-
ments that can do the greatest harm.”  from Ama-
zon 
  Pick up a copy and come join us at the library for 
discussion on Thursday June 28th at 7:00 pm. 

309 Main St. 
P.O. Box 249 

Readlyn, IA   50668 

 

In Memory of Ernest Poock  

Doug & Sherri Koschmeder $10.00 

Larry & Sue Boerschel $10.00 

Andrew and Christine Sexton $20.00 
Rex & Barb Blaylock $20.00 

Grace Kuethe $10.00 

In Memory of Sue Clark  

Grace Kuethe $10.00 

In Memory of Jean Buenzow  
Rick & Brenda Corcoran  
Kevin & Cathy Kuhrt  $40.00 

Rock this summer by reading, listening and  
participating at the  

Readlyn Community Library’s 2018  
Summer Reading Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All programs take place on Wednesdays in June  
and are free of charge.  

We welcome Adults and  
Children of all ages to our programs! 

 

June 6 10:00 am 
Dino O’Dell 

Music is all around us: birds singing in the trees, 
 the clickety clack or a train rolling down the track, and 

the beating of our hearts. 
Join Dino as we sing about monsters under our beds, 

swim in a pond full of peanut butter,  
and learn about the four categories of instruments: per-

cussion, wind, string, and electronic.  
It’s an interactive and educational musical adventure.  

 

June 13 10:00 am 
Bremer County Conservationists 

Heather and Sarah 
Nature’s Sounds 

Learn about animal sounds and who makes them. 
 

June 20 10:00 am 
Grout Museum presents 
The Science of Sound 

See the amazing science of sound as we demonstrate 
vibration, frequency  

and the Doppler effect with singing rods, singing pipes 
and spouting bowls. 

 

June 27 3:00 pm 
Aspen Black 

The Singing Cowgirls 
 

You may register for the reading program at the  
library any time after the last day of school 

for children who have completed Kindergarten 
through 5th grade. 

Chuggington Train Table 
Includes trains  

and accessories 

Vintage look 
 Table top 
Popcorn  
Popper 

   The Readlyn City Council has approved 
Dalton Meyer to the Readlyn Library 
Board. We appreciate his willingness to 
serve on our board and look forward to 
working together. 
   Other board members are Susi LaRue, 
A.Jay Behnke, Carolyn Mohlis, and Lauri 
Phelan. I thank these trustees for volun-
teering to serve in these unpaid positions. 
All Board meetings are generally held on 
the 1st Monday of each month at 6:00 pm, 
with occasional exceptions.  
   The Library Board is responsible for the 
governance, policy development and  
financial oversight of the library. Board 
members are the vital link between the 
library and its community.  

We’re cleaning out! The items below are 
available for bids. Stop by and make an 
offer. Bids will be reviewed and awarded at 
our July Library Board Meeting. 
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Readlyn, Long Ago
Compiled by Bob Thran

 THE ACCEL GROUP
PERSONAL & BUSINESS INSURANCE
WAVERLY  | CEDAR FALLS | DENVER

Front row: Ed Traeger, Judy Gruber Leistikow, Harold Meier, Jeanette Maurer Brase 
Back Row: David Schumacher, Roland Schmidt

German family names
In the last issue of the Readlyn Chroni-

cle I stated that around 1950 Readlyn and 
surrounding community was composed of 
more than 97% German ancestry. How did 
Germans acquire their family names?

In the Bible people were identified by 
location as Jesus of Nazareth, by duties 
as John the Baptist, or lineage as Joseph, 
son of Jacob. Sometime between the birth 
of Christ and the Reformation (1600s) 
people acquired family names. Do you 
ever wonder why in America we have an 
overwhelming number of Smith families? 
Every village in England had one or more 
blacksmiths who earlier were identified 
as, for example, John the Smith or Henry 
the Smith. The family dropped the and as-
sumed the name of the occupation.

The Norwegians simply took the name 
of the father and put a son behind it. Ole to 
Olson, Lars to Larson, Swen to Swenson, 
Torkel to Torkelson, Erick to Erickson, 
Nels to Nelson, etc.

In this period of history there were no 
factories mass producing goods on an as-
sembly line. People lived in mostly small 
villages and goods were produced by lo-
cal craftsmen. Each village had possibly 
one or two blacksmiths, a tailor, a baker, a 
butcher, etc. Families often acquired their 
family names from their occupations. Ger-
man occupations translated into English 
are: Schmidt---blacksmith

Schaeffer--shepherd
Becker--baker
Decker--roofer (probably thatched 

roofs) Schneider--tailor
Meier--stewards of animals belonging 

to owners of the land
Traeger--carrier, transporter Schumach-

er--shoemaker Metzger--butcher
Gruber--digger or miner
Maurer--builder of walls-- cities built 

huge walls for protection
President Eisenhower--iron chopper
Schultz--village official (mayor, consta-

ble, etc.) Zimmermann--carpenter
Koch--cook
Mueller--miller, often changed to Miller 

on Ellis Island due to similar pronuncia-
tion

Bauer--farmer Seeman—seaman
Ackerman=land tiller
Buchholz=book wood, maker of wood-

en book bindings.
Messerschmidt--knife smith, was name 

of a famous WWII German fighter plane

Names ending in -ow and -tz as Leis-
tikow, Buenzow, Hagenow and Schlewitz 
came out of eastern Germany or Poland 
area and are slavish names I listened to 
Kirk Ferentz identify his name as slavish 
We Thrans came from Buechow, --ow, the 
Jaschens from Zirkwitz --tz, villages 1 
mile apart in eastern Germany. Kremnitz 
--tz is a neighboring village. At one time 
this area in eastern Germany and Poland 
was inhabited by slavs. Many villages 
have --ow or-  tz endings.

Names ending with berg indicate moun-
tain or hill, as in Bergman, Wittenberg, 
Lutherstadt. Names ending with burg 
suggest fort or castle. The Wittenburgs 
probably came from Wittenburg, a city 
northeast of Berlin. Wartburg is a castle 
but built like a fortress.

The Thurm family lived near and iden-
tified with a tower as Thurm is a tower. 
Reiny Freitag's family possibly had some-
thing important happen on a Friday as Fre-
itag is German for Friday. The Steinbronn 
(stone fountain) family identified with a 
stone fountain. Sauerbrei in German is 
sour mash, the family having something 
to do with producing sour mash, maybe in 
a brewery.

OK, Wes?
The official language of Germany is 

High German adopted in part because Lu-
ther's writings were in that dialect. Lan-
guages need a literature. Low German 
dialects have no literature. There were 
five or six Low German dialects. Many 
of the families that settled in the Readlyn 
vicinity came from the province of Hessen 
where Low German was spoken. Family 
names have meanings in Low German 
but the translation is lost. I would love to 
know what a strott is for.

Strottman or what the verb moellen 
means for Moeller, or what hueben means 
for Huebner or what a boeve is for Bo-
evers or what heine is for Heinemann or 
what a diek is for Diekmann, my mother's 
maiden name.

Kuhl is cool in German. What did the 
Kuhlmanns cool? A klinger is a bell, 
Klingman, a bell ringer. The apostle who 
took the place of Judas, the betrayer of Je-
sus, was named Matthias. A connection? 
Seedorff--village by the sea. Schimmel-
-white horse. Reiter--rider of an animal. 
Westendorf--west village. The first name 
of a family father was sometimes chosen 

as a family name. The Otto name could be 
an example.

Names were created from colors 
as Schwartz=black, Braun=brown, 
Weiss=white or from size, Gross=large or 
Klein=small. Some names come from per-
sonal characteristics as General Schwartz-
kopf (blackhead) must have had coal 
black hair. An interesting name in Readlyn 
is the name Rosengarten (rose garden). It 
is doubtful that their ancestors possessed a 
rose garden.

In those times people were referred to as 
serfs, who were subjects of whoever ruled. 
They probably lived near a rose garden or 

else tended the roses of the owner.
My name, Thran, is a Danish name. 

There is a lake and a stream named Thran 
in Denmark. My ancestors in the 1600s 
were part of an entourage that accompa-
nied a Danish princess who wed a prince 
living in what is now eastern Germany.

In writing about German names I at-
tempted to include family names found 
in the Readlyn phone book. I hope you 
found this of interest. When it comes to 
the subject of German names you should 
no longer be a complete Dummkopf!  
(dumbhead)

How Grump Days was born
(This story was originally published in 

1990)
So Grump Days is a wonderful combi-

nation of tradition and innovation, with 
quirky events in between; 
but what are the origins of 

Grump Days? This is 
a question shrouded 
in mystery. Though 
this is the 20th year 
of The Grump, the 

story goes back 
much further than 
1990. There's an 

old saying in Read-
lyn Town - and indeed it’s part of the 
Readlyn Chronicle Journalist’s Credo: "I 
don't know what the truth may be; I tell 
the tale as told to me." That said there is a 
tale, sometimes told in hushed tones in the 
dim nooks of the Center Inn. It is a story 
that goes back to the younger days of our 
nation and to the birth of Readlyn Town, 
circa 1904.

An old-timer - a "rider of the rails" 
they called his kind — was wandering his 
country. Some say he was a soldier of the 

Civil War, originally from Ohio perhaps, 
who was on Sherman's March to the Sea 
(1864). Others say he was but a simple 
vagabond from who-knows-where. Any-
way, the story goes The Old Grump was 
but a young man then when he jumped 
his first train. “He rode them rails for 40 
years,'' goes one telling. From California 
to the New York Island, from the redwood 
forest to the gulf stream waters, our weary 
traveler saw nearly every inch of America.

Just about the time the railroad came to 
Readlyn this mysterious soul arrived in 
town; by now the young man had grown 
old and grumpy. He walked the town with 
his hickory cane, his tired spirit impervi-
ous to  the happy greetings and smiles of 
the 857 Friendly People who never did be-
grudge him his grumpiness. 

“Too bad for the reason," they'd say, 
“but he’s our neighbor now,” and so they 
were all the friendlier to him. Nobody 
knew his name, nor did he tell it, so they 
just called him The Old Grump. 

“Good morning, Old Grump!" they'd 
say happily and sincerely. “How's The Old 
Grump this afternoon?”

Also what the people didn't know is 
why The Old Grump got off the train that 
day and decided to stay. The simple reason 
is that he loved Readlyn. Never before in 
his old life and in all the places he visited 
had people been so friendly to him. His 
face was frozen in a frown but inside he 
was happier than he had ever been.

It took him a whole year, but then one 
fine morning in mid-June a miraculous 
thing happened: the Old Grump smiled! 
And laughed! They say his sudden smile 
lit up the town like fireworks and his 
laughter burst like a marching band in 
a parade. Some say that he smiled and 
laughed at his first sight of a child riding 
a bicycle: a curious sight at the time. But 
others said it was just that it took a whole 
year of Friendliness for his heart to finally 
thaw out. And he lived in Readlyn happily 
ever after. 

The End.
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INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.
VANDAELE INSURANCE, INC.

greatrates@vandaeleins.com

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467 • Fairbank, IA 50629
319-635-2526 • Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.

Please consider donating your favorite treats for the:

Kids In The Park
Treat Walk

Kids In The Park is graciously accepting pre-packaged and/or 
individually wrapped treats, such as cookies, granola bars, 
brownies, donuts, cupcakes, etc. Donations can be given 

to Teresa Imbrogno at 213 Wilmont Ave. before Saturday, 
June 16 or you can drop them off under the treat walk 
tents on 5th St. by 11:30 AM on Saturday, June 16. We 

appreciate your efforts in helping make this an entertaining and 
memorable event for our community families and children!

DONATIONS NEEDED!
Readlyn Grump Days

Kids In The Park

Kids In The Park is graciously accepting pre-packaged and/or 

Kids In The Park

Kids In The Park is graciously accepting pre-packaged and/or 

Farmer’s Coop in Shell Rock is taking applications 
for a full time general laborer, maintenance, and 
truck driver. Will train the right person. Benefi t 

package along with retirement.
Stop in the Shell Rock offi ce 
or call Eldo at 319-231-8163

Help Wanted

Friday, April 6, 2018 the first and second 
grades met their farmer pen pals they have 
been corresponding with all year! This was 
a year-long Ag in the Classroom Grant 
project used to introduce the students to 
seven farming units: bees, corn, pigs, soy-
beans, dairy, beef and eggs. Thank you to 
our 13 area farmers who made this such 
a meaningful and memorable learning ex-
perience!

Friday, April 20, 2018 State Representative Sandy Salmon visited our school. Preschool 
through second grades sang her a song after she toured our school. She talked with the 
students about her job in Des Moines at our State Capitol. They discussed rights and what 
makes living in Iowa great!  She also discussed all of the symbols on the Iowa State flag. 
The students were prepared with questions to learn more about our state government.

The kindergarten, first and second graders 
learning all about dairy farming today at 
the David and Justine Liddle dairy farm in 
Tripoli.  Thank you for the ice cream treat 
and for showing us what cows eat, how 
cows are milked, the calves and all of the 
other cows!

Above: April 25 the kindergarten through 
8th grades performed the musical "The 
Rock Slayer and His Greatest Hit," which 
retells the story of David and Goliath.

News from Community Lutheran School

April 25 the three-year-old and four-year-
old preschool classes sang praises to God 
on stage! They sang “The Butterfly Song,” 
“God is Great!,” “Pearly White Gates,” and 
“The Doxology.”

The 5-8 grade science students use the 
law of motion to make the cars go the far-
thest down the hall. 

The Readlyn Valentine Ball would like to 
congratulate the 2018 Readlyn Involve-
ment Scholarship recipients!  Peyton 
Brown received $500, Brandi Marticoff re-
ceived $300 and Jacob Joerger received 
$200.  Your future is so bright and your 
Readlyn community is wishing you the 
best in your future college experience!

The kindergarten, first and second grades 
explored Sweets Marsh with Bremer Coun-
ty Naturalists Ms. Sarah and Ms. Heather!  
They used nets to catch critters!  On their 
adventure they observed leaches, dragon-
flies, a scud, a snail, frog eggs, duck weed, 
and damselflies.
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Terrace Assisted Living • Hillcrest Skilled Care Nursing
Southview Apartments

915 W. First St., Sumner •563-578-8591 • www.hillcrestsumner.com

 - all on the same campus, 
  under the same roof
 - adjacent to Community Memorial 
  Hospital (Unity Point Health)

  We not only provide great 
care and attend to your 
medical needs, we create a 
fulfi lling lifestyle. Off ering 
exercise programs, choice 
menu dining, social out-
lets, creative enrichment 
opportunities, and spa-
cious apartments/rooms. 
We care about life and 
YOU living it to the fullest!

Hillcrest Living
Friendly. Trusted. Proven.

Th ree levels of care that are: 

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

KT SHRIMP FARM
101 1st St., Tripoli, IA

(behind the Welcome Center)
Offering fresh, locally raised

Pacific White Shrimp
$1800 lb.

Open Saturdays 10 AM-12 Noon
or by appointment

Like us on Facebook or check out our website on Google!

BRING IN THIS AD FOR
$1.00 OFF a pound of shrimp!

residential • commercial • industrial • farm
RANDY ETRINGER CELL • 319-239-7063
SHOP • 319-822-7794 FAX • 319-822-7337

 Kristi Demuth, Agent 
 Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc. 
 408 W Bremer Ave Ste A
Waverly, IA 50677 
 Bus: (319) 352-5530 
 kdemuth@amfam.com   

 American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I., American Family Insurance Company, 
 Midvale Indemnity Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
 007388 – Rev. 2/15 ©2015 – 7860427  

more than your farm,
your american dream.

We offer coverage that includes coverage for buildings, equipment and liability—
all at competitive rates. call today to get a quote to protect you and your farm.

Clip And Save!

TRIPOLI-READLYN 
SANITATION AGENCY 

will observe the following holidays in 2018.
There will be no garbage pick up on the following days:

Memorial Day Monday May 28, 2018

Labor Day Monday September 3, 2018

Thanksgiving Day Thursday November 22, 2018

Day after Thanksgiving Friday November 23, 2018

Christmas Eve Monday December 24, 2018

Christmas Tuesday December 25, 2018

If garbage is not picked up due to holiday, the next garbage pickup 
day, each household is allowed to put out 1 (one) extra bag 

without a tag. This bag may not be larger than 32 gallon and must 
not weigh over 50 pounds.

Please remember that all lids must be snapped down and 
attached or garbage will not be picked up.

127 E. Main Street, Denver, IA • 319-984-6396

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner

207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly

319-352-9129
info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com
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Little Grumpster candidates
The Readlyn Community Club would like to thank 2017 Little Miss Grumpster Elise 

Benhke and 2017 Little Mr. Grumpster Marshal Tiedt for doing such a great job this 
last year. Grump Days is soon approaching and we again get to pull a name out of a hat 
for one Mr. and one Miss Little Grumpsters. Little Grumpsters are any child that goes 
to CLS or Wapsie Valley school finishing kindergarten and starting 1st grade in the fall.

We have four beautiful candidates for 2018 Little Miss Grumpsters.
Makenna Boevers is the daughter of Andy and Sheila Boevers. She is a ball of en-

ergetic personality. She has one sister, Juliann, and one brother, Zachary. Makenna and 
her sister are best buddies. She is an awesome big sister and very proud of her role. This 
summer Makenna is doing swim team, t-ball, Girls Scouts, and plays guitar. Makenna 
would like to be Little Miss Grumpster so she can visit and talk to everyone. She is a 
talker! 

Makayla McCabe is the daughter of Amanda McCabe. She has red hair and a person-
ality that at times is sweet and at times not so much... Perhaps “grumpy” expressive eyes 
and a talent for drama help her express her plethora of emotions. She is very talented at 
drawing and coloring, very creative in imaginary play, independent in her opinions yet a 
bit shy at times. Makayla loves Frozen, singing every word of the theme song. She has a 
twin brother, Alexander, and one older brother, Jayden.

Andrea Miller is the daughter of Brent and Tami Miller. Her favorite colors are pink 
and purple. She loves make-up and The Descendants. She enjoys singing. She is actively 
involved in dance, and t-ball. Andrea has 3 siblings, her twin sister, Alexia, little sister, 
Ella, and little brother, Ethan. Andrea is especially proud of her daddy who she loves and 
misses very much. Her daddy is actively deployed overseas. Andrea is a very sweet girl 
that loves to help her mom any chance she gets.

Alexia Miller is the daughter of Brent and Tami Miller. Alexia is the oldest of four 
kids. She has 3 siblings, her twin sister, Andrea, her sister, Ella, and a brother, Ethan. 
Alexia’s favorite colors are pink and purple. She is involved in dance and t-ball. Alexia’s 
daddy is actively deployed overseas; she misses him so very much and can’t wait for 
him to come home. Alexia really enjoys going camping with her family and cousins. She 
enjoys music and singing.

We have eleven handsome candidates for Little Mr. Grumpster. 
Dustin Adams is the son of Danny and Alicia Adams. Dustin loves camping and fish-

ing with his family. He really enjoys playing t-ball and wrestling. He also likes learning 
about animals and visiting the different zoos. His favorite baseball team is the Cubs and 
he can’t wait to go to another game. He spends a lot of his time building with LEGOs, 
playing with race cars, and swinging on monkey bars. Dustin likes school and is excited 
for 1st grade.

Jackson Brunscheon is the son of Keith and Tanya Brunscheon. Jackson’s hobbies 
include fishing, golfing, riding his bike, and wrestling. Jackson enjoys reading and math 
at school. He really enjoys playing with his friends and cousins. Jackson likes spending 
time with his family. He has an older sister, Lexi, who he loves a lot. Jackson is a friend 
to all and enjoys talking to everyone; he always has a great story to tell.

Drew Phillip Destival is the son of Aaron and Bridget Destival. Drew is the middle 
child; he has an older sister, Whitney, and a younger brother, Davis. He has a black lab 
named Diesel. He loves to be outside farming alongside his dad. Drew is very helpful 
and enjoys helping. His favorite sport would be wrestling. He also enjoys baseball. His 
favorite thing to eat would be walking tacos. Drew’s favorite color is blue.

Easton Diers is the son of Justin and Jamie Diers. Easton likes to play t-ball, ride his 
bike, and ride the 4-wheeler. He spends most of his time outside on the farm riding in the 
tractors, having gator rides, and tending to his cows and chickens. Easton has one sister, 
Lily, who will be a 4th grader next year. Easton looks forward to spending his time at 
swimming lessons and camping this summer. If selected as Little Mr. Grumpster, Easton 
will enjoy meeting new people and making new friends.

Asher Giberson is the son of Nick and Laura Giberson. Asher has one brother and one 
sister. A dog named Maggie is also part of the family. He loves to be outside riding dirt 
bikes and four-wheelers. He has participated in wrestling for the last 2 years and loves 
it. He also enjoys playing t-ball. He loves to go camping, swimming and snowmobiling.

Kennett Hesse is the son of Kurt and Alicia Hesse. Kennett has two brothers and one 
sister. He enjoys swimming, riding his bike, and going for ranger rides on the farm. He 
loves nachos, Pokémon, and playing video games. Kennett also likes to spend time with 
his family and go fishing with his grandpa. He has a thirst for knowledge, is witty, and 
has a knack for sharing joy and laughter with others. Kennett is an all-around fun kid!

Ian Jones is the son of Joey and Andrea Jones. Ian enjoys wrestling, baseball, and 
football. He likes to watch the Chicago Bears, Chicago Cubs, Iowa Hawkeyes, and Wap-
sie Valley Warriors. When not on the wrestling mat or playing baseball or football, Ian 
can be found watching his sisters play volleyball or causing trouble with his friend. Ian’s 
favorite food is Basgehettie (pronounced with a B).

Jace Klendworth is the son of Mac and Rachael Klendworth. Jace enjoys spending 
time at the river tubing, fishing, and most of all getting wet. He likes to play outside with 
his little brother, Jax. You can find Jace out on the wrestling mat, or playing basketball on 
the court. He enjoys going for dirt bike rides whenever possible. Jace also likes the quiet 
down time in the park playing with his friends.

Dylan Matthias is the son of Vince and Wendy Matthias. Dylan has one older brother, 
Daniel. He has two dogs that are his best friends named Trusty and Mocha. Dylan likes 
to build with LEGOs; the creations he comes up with are very creative. This summer he 
is excited to be playing t-ball. He enjoys going camping with family, where he can climb 
and run. 

Alexander McCabe is the son of Amanda McCabe. A walking tornado with a perpet-
ual smile is the best way to describe him. He not only loves video games and electronics, 
he is truly quite a master of them and is able to help adults understand. Alexander loves 
to tumble and do flips on the trampoline. He has the softest most loving heart. He would 
be a great little grumpster because he would be called legendary. He has a twin sister, 
Makayla, and an older brother, Jayden.

Gabriel Joseph Meyer is the son of Dalton and Brooke Meyer. Gabe has two sisters, 
one older, Ava, and one younger, Silvi. He was one happy big brother when his younger 
brother, Barrett, joined the family. Gabe loves to be outside riding his bike. He enjoys 
going up to Prairie Du Chien to go camp out by the Mississippi River. He enjoys boating 
and fishing with his family. Gabe is a very sweet and fun kid to be around. 

Parade route:
The starting point and first half of parade are unchanged, but this year the parade will not 
be going down Main Street.

The Readlyn Grump Days Committee
Invites You To Participate in the

2018 Readlyn Grump Days Parade
Saturday, June 16 @ 10 A.M.

Prizes for parade entries will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place.
Entries wanting to participate in the judging will need to be in line by 9:15 A.M. 

Entries who have received compensation for appearing in the parade are not eligible 
for judging.

Parade Guidelines:  
-Start time for parade is 10 

A.M.
-No need to pre-register for 

the parade. No registration fee.
-Entry numbers will be as-

signed to Readlyn area civic or-
ganizations, churches, schools, 
and/or entries affiliated with 
Grump Days i.e. the “Grumps.” 

-All other parade entries will 
be on “first come, first in line” 
basis

-The“Line Up” for the parade 
will be on east and west sides of Quarter Avenue 

(Street between St. Matthew’s Church and Readlyn) Please drive in from the north.  
Please enter Quarter Avenue from the north end.  Turning around on Quarter Avenue 

is discouraged.
-No problem if parade participants would like to distribute candy along parade route.
Animal Entries:
-Animal entries are responsible for providing their own “clean up” detail.
-Vehicles/trailers can be parked at Farmer’s Coop Service Repair at corner of Hwy 3 

and Quarter Ave.
Assigned Parade Entry Number for Readlyn civic organizations/churches/busi-

nesses:
If you are unable to participate in this year’s parade, please contact Sylvia Casterton 

at 319-231-3474 or scasterton@netins.net. 
No need to preregister…First come, next in line.
Any questions please call either Sylvia at 319-231-3474 or Louie at 319-279-3293.
The Readlyn Community Club and the Parade Committee want this year’s parade to 

be safe for both spectators and parade participants.  
• No unlicensed driver will be allowed to drive in the parade.  
• No riders will be allowed on any agricultural equipment unless the machine is 

equipped with a passenger seat. 
• All parade participants if riding on float/vehicle need to remain on float/vehicle 

throughout the parade. 
• Notice: Anyone having animals in the parade should have their own liability insur-

ance.  Neither Readlyn nor the Readlyn Community Club carries insurance coverage 
for parade entries.
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Grump Days Schedule of Events

All Help Appreciated
To anyone who would like to help out (2-hour shift) during Grump Days in the Bev-

erage tent, I would really appreciate it.  Please contact Nick Kuker @ (319) 269 9262.

See Page 1 for the Miss Readlyn candidates!
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Wapsie Valley Future Farmers of America

223 E. 1st Street • Readlyn, IA
Phone 319-279-3396
Email: readcoop@netins.net

Farmers Coop

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

Sunrise Catering
Jim Collins

• Full Service Catering
• Weddings
• Special Events
• Company Picnics

PO Box 190
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-4089
(319) 961-8610

www.Sunrise-Catering.com

Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

1004 E. Bremer Ave.
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

FFA Omelet Breakfast
By Lydia Martins, Wapsie Valley FFA 
Chapter Reporter

On Sunday, April 8, the Wapsie Valley 
FFA Chapter held its spring omelet break-
fast at the elementary school in Readlyn. 
Made-to-order omelets were served along 
with hashbrowns, sausage, donuts, and 
cinnamon rolls. The meal was free-will 
donation with funds helping the general 
chapter expenses. Reily Richards, a chair 
of the committee said, “The omelet break-
fast is a great way for the chapter and the 
community to get together and also a way 
for all chapter members to get involved.” 
The chapter hosts an omelet breakfast in 
the spring and fall in two different loca-
tions for community involvement. The 

chapter would like to thank the volunteers, 
parents, and community that helped make 
the spring omelet breakfast a success!

Members and community supporters help 
cook and serve omelets at the spring om-
elet breakfast.

Wapsie Valley Ag 4 Class enjoys their Chicago Venture!
By Lydia Martins and Erika Jeanes, Wapsie 
Valley FFA Reporter and President 

The Wapsie Valley Ag 4 class planned and 
budgeted a trip to the windy city of Chicago 
which took place April 30 to May 2. This past 
semester eight seniors learned and studied 
commodity markets and graphing future con-
tracts which the students got to see first-hand 
at the Chicago Mercantile Exchange! The Ag 4 
students used their planning and financial skills 
to plan for a trip to Chicago by devising fund-
raisers, developing an itinerary, and creating 
a budget. The Ag 4 class visited the Chicago 
Board of Trade, Willis Tower, the famous In-
dustrial Bean otherwise known as Cloud Gate, 
Navy Pier, Shedd Aquarium, and career tours. 
This annual trip has been a tradition for many 
years where classes have either visited Minne-
apolis or Chicago for a 2- or 3-day adventure. 
We had several fundraisers to support the Wap-
sie Valley Ag 4 class. Thank you to all who 
have supported the Wapsie Valley Ag 4 and 
their trip to the Chicago Mercantile Exchange! 

The fundraisers that supported the class’s 
ventures were Pizza Ranch night at Oelwein, 
Buffalo Wild Wings night on April 6, labor 
auction, hog raffle, malt sales, elementary 
movie night and snack sales. A quick overview 
of each fundraiser is below:

Pizza Ranch: The Pizza Ranch fundraiser 
took place on March 12 at the Oelwein Pizza 
Ranch. Thank you to all who donated money 
and tips for the Wapsie Ag 4 class trip. 

Buffalo Wild Wings: The Buffalo Wild 
Wings fundraiser occurred April 4 in Cedar 
Falls. Customers were to mention the Wapsie 
FFA while they purchased their meal. $150 
dollars were raised through this fundraiser! 

Hog Give Away: Wapsie Valley Ag 4 class 
sold hog tickets for a hog drawing. The two 
halves of the hog were donated by Kevin and 
Kurt Leistikow and processing donated by the 
Fairbank Locker. The drawing for the winner 
was held on April 18. The winners of the hog 
raffle are Michael Banger and Mary Herman. 

Movie Night: Ag 4 class movie night was 
held at Wapsie Valley High School for ages 
preschool- 6th grade. This took place April 6. 
80 students participated in this event and en-
joyed watching the movie Ferdinand and play-
ing dodgeball and mat ball in the gym. 

Labor Auction: At Wapsie Valley FFA Om-
elet Breakfast April 8 at the Readlyn Elementa-
ry, the community had the chance to bid on stu-
dents for their assistance. The winners of the 
labor auction are Mark Happel, who won Jacob 
Joerger and Austin Schares to help around the 
farm; Ron Leistikow won two groups includ-
ing Britney Hershey and Brandi Marticoff, and 
Hunter Robinson and Sean Banger; and Karla 
Jeanes won the group of Erika Jeanes and Sid-
ney Schnor. Thank you to all those who partic-
ipated in the labor auction. 

Snack/Malt Sales: This past month we have 
been selling healthy snacks to all the agricul-
ture classes during the day. These snacks range 

from baked chips, to Gardetto’s Chex Mix, and 
the most popular, brown sugar cinnamon Pop-
Tarts. This fundraiser gave us the opportunity 
to provide healthy snacks throughout the day 
to Wapsie students who are enrolled in any ag-

riculture class! The Ag 4 class also sold malts 
after school for $1.50. 

Thank you to everyone who has donated 
time and money to making the Ag 4 class trip 
to Chicago successful! 

The Ag IV students at the Navy Pier in Chicago.

The Ag IV class visited the Chicago Board of Trade. From left to right: ADM Tour Guide, 
Jacob Joerger, Britney Hershey, Brandi Marticoff, Erika Jeanes, Sidney Schnor, Sean 
Banger, Austin Schares, and ADM Tour Guide. 
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R & R DrainageLLC

Randy Bast
Owner/Operator

314 Purdy St.
Jesup, IA 50648
(319) 239-6455
(319) 827-3435

• Farm Drainage
• Septic Systems
• Road Crossings
• Tile Repair & More

Customer
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Readlyn Community Happenings

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

143 E. Main St. Suite F, Denver, IA 50622
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

PANTHER 
LANES

Restaurant•Bar•Bowling
Russell & Jessica Novak

Hwy. 93 W, Tripoli • 319-882-3753

SPECIALS:
Mondays

$2 Hot Ham & Cheese
Tuesdays 

$1.50 Hamburgers
Wednesdays
$1.50 Tacos
Thursdays

$2.50 Tenderloins
Mon.-Fri. 10:30am-10pm

Sat. 11am-10pm; 
Sun. 4 pm-9pm

Kitchen closes at 9pm

June is
DAIRY MONTH!

Thursday, June 7, 2018
9 AM - 5 PM

Come inside and enjoy
FREE MALTS!!!

Readlyn Savings 
Bank

Bremer Country 
Freedom Rock

The Bremer County Freedom Rock 
is in its final weeks before being paint-
ed. The artist, Ray “Bubba” Sorenson 
II, will be painting June 20-27 (note 
date change). Lots of preparation have 
been scheduled to prepare the area for 
this eventful tribute.

The Freedom Rock Committee and 
the Readlyn Community Club would 
like to thank each and every one of 
you that has supported this unique ad-
venture. Your overwhelming support 
from all towns in Bremer County is 
something we can all be proud of.

If you have ventured a guess on the 
weight of the rock, the winner will be 
announced Friday night, June 15 be-
fore the crowning of the 2018 Readlyn 
Grump.

Check out this one giant Veterans 
Memorial Rock for Bremer County af-
ter June 27 or if you are on V-49 (north 
of Kwik Star) June 20-27, stop and 
thank our artist for sharing his unique 
talents and tribute to all veterans.

V.F.W Auxiliary meets
The Wayne Teisinger V.F.W. Auxiliary 

#5661 met May 8, 2018 at the home of 
Luann Happel with 6 members present. 
The meeting opened with prayer and the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The minutes and 
treasurer’s report were read. A motion was 
made by Darlene Peters and seconded by 
Wilda Albrecht to accept them. Carried. 
The General Orders and Chairman reports 
were read by all. Volunteer hours were 
turned in for April, 195. Burton and Ellen 
Thies and Charlie and Wilda Albrecht at-
tended the 3rd District meeting April 21 at 
Northwood. They entered an angel poppy 
display with 125 poppies. Wilda Albrecht 
was elected as conductress for 3rd Dis-
trict meeting, and Ellen Thies retained her 
treasurer’s job. 6 letters and 2 emails were 
sent to representatives for Veterans Bills. 
A get well and Kwik Trip card were sent 
to Delores Ungs at Allen Memorial Hospi-
tal. $5.00 was sent to Auxiliary State Con-

vention which will be June 7-11, 2018 at 
Holiday Inn at the Airport in Des Moines. 
A motion was made by Wilda Albrecht 
and seconded by Darlene Peters to replace 
Sr. Vice President Delores Sauerbrei, 
who stepped down, with Luann Happel. 
Carried. A motion was made by Verdeen 
Pavelec and seconded by Luann Happel to 
elect Marjorie Macken, conductress, Bet-
ty Power, guard, Darlene Peters, scholar-
ship chairman, Wilda Albrecht, V.A. and 
family support chairman, and Ellen Thies, 
chief of staff chairman. The auxiliary of-
ficers were installed by Sr. Vice President 
of V.F.W. Post Burton Thies. Thank you 
was read from Verdeen Pavelec. Memori-
al Day will be celebrated May 28, 2018. 
A noon potluck will be at the library. A 
motion was made by Darlene Peters and 
seconded by Wilda Albrect to adjuourn. 
Carried. Hostess was Luann Happel.

Readlyn's oldest man, Wilbert Huebner, 
celebrated his 98th birthday in April along 
with the other April birthdays, Darlene Pe-
ters and Mary Lou Billhorn. They enjoyed 
playing cards after our lunch at Inspired. 
Wilbert still lives by himself and is very ac-
tive.

May 16, Senior Citizens’ meeting
On May 16, 13 members attended the 

11:30 Senior Citizens’ meeting at Inspired.
President Ron Leistikow led everyone 

in prayer. We enjoyed a great meal.
The meeting was called to order. The 

secretary's minutes from April 19, 2018 
were read by Wilda Albrecht as Lois 
Thacher was not present. There was a cor-
rection to the minutes as follows: There 
are no candidates as previously stated for 
the Grump. The person nominated with 
the most votes from the Community Club 
members, will be the new Town Grump 
for 2018.

Charlie Albrecht read the treasurer's 
report. $150.00 was donated to the Free-
dom Rock project. Motion made by Wilda 
Albrecht to approve and seconded by Ver-
deen Pavelec to accept the report. Motion 
carried.

There were no birthdays or anniversa-
ries for May.

Verdeen Pavelec thanked everyone for 
the get-well card she received from the 
Senior Citizens when she was hurt/sick.

Sonja Bast thanked everyone for her 
birthday cards.

Jean Buenzow passed away since our 
last meeting. Everyone sent their own 
sympathy card to the family.

The Grump statue is back on the park 
bench and all repairs and painting are 
completed.

Everyone was reminded to vote for the 
Volunteer of the Year at the Bank. The 
winner of the award will be announced at 
Grump Days.

Sonja Bast made a motion to continue 
our monthly lunch meetings at Inspired. 
It was seconded by Verdeen Pavelec. Mo-
tion carried.

Pat Wehr mentioned that the Garden 
Club planted over 100 annuals and they 
are still planting more flowers and shrubs 
around town. They thanked the Valentine 
Ball for the donation.

Charlie Albrecht spoke about the Free-
dom Rock. The donations received for 
the Freedom Rock are now in the $9,000 
range. He thanked everyone for the dona-
tions, but he urged everyone to not stop 
giving towards this great project. There 
will be other expenses after the painting 
is completed.

Charlie Albrecht also spoke about the 
Freedom Rock and the artist that is com-
ing in June to do the paintings on the rock. 
The artist will decide as to what paintings 
will go on the Freedom Rock.

The next meeting will be June 20 at In-
spired at 11:30. Motion was made by Wil-
bert Huebner and seconded by Sonja Bast 
to adjourn. The meeting was followed by 
fellowship and card playing.

Submitted by Judy Leistikow for Lois 
Thacher, Secretary.
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Ag Resources
Farmers Co-op

223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA

(319) 822-2482 or Cell (319) 404-0064

First National Bank
(319) 352-1340

www.myfnbbank.com

Innovative Ag Services
  24701 Oran St., Oran, IA 50664 

(319) 638-7551

Liddle-Ebert Ltd. - Randy & Dee Liddle
Farm Drainage

1196 Hilton Ave., Plainfield, IA 50666
(319) 275-4528 (319) 231-5590

Monsanto Dekalb/Asgrow - 
Dave Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 

Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

R&R Drainage LLC
Randy and Linda Bast, Jesup, Iowa

(319) 239-6455

Readlyn Farm Automation Co.
Burton Thies • (319) 279-3332; 

(319) 279-3521

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-8104 • (319) 240-2432

Stine/LG Seeds - Greg Matthias
2765 270th St. • (319) 279-3811

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Triple S Prairie Seeding LLC
11313 Terrace Ave., Clarksville

(319) 269-9517 

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law
209 E. 1st Street

Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850

Fax: (563) 578-1312
patdillon@50674law.com

Joe Leehey Broker Associate
(319) 415-7349

joe@sulenticfischels.com
3510 Kimball Ave., Waterloo, IA 50702

Tel: (319) 234-5000 Fax: (319) 291-7000
www.sulenticfischels.com

Kurt R. Leistikow - Attorney at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
(319) 553-3400
kurt@llollc.net

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

louiehartman@netins.net
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

Office 563-578-8899

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Denver Heating & Cooling
120 Transit St., Denver

319.406.0000

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran

(319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319.352.3917

Etringer Electric
Randy Etringer, cell 319-239-7063

shop 319-822-7794, fax 319-822-7337

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Snelling Construction
309 Railroad Ave., Tripoli

319.290.0256, 319.882.3498 

Spahn & Rose Lumber Co.
125 W. 1st St. • (319) 279-3301

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Auto Sales and Repair
Del’s Auto Repair Inc.

2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Farmers Coop Service & Repair 
2640 230th St. • (319) 279-3436

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Become a sponsor and have your business recognized on this page! Email 
ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com, or call Ron Leistikow at (319) 279-3548.

Auto    Home    Life

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave.

Waverly, IA
319-352-3667

Call today to see how I make 
insurance simple and can help you 
protect what matters.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member 
SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+*, Western Agricultural Insurance Company+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West 
Des Moines, IA . + Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC026-ML-1 (4-13)

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

Above: Readlyn Gardeners beginning the 
planting of over 150 annuals to enhance 
10 of the 13 gardens. Front to back: Roger 
Detterding, Gary Matthias, Bonnie Erickson, 
Betty Matthias, Ruth Wittenburg, and Marlys 
Detterding.
Left: Gary  helps extricate an expired bush  
as Roger pulls it out using a chain and truck.

Farmers Coop Service & Repair 
now o� ers 

air conditioning 
recharging 
for cars and trucks

Give us a call!
319-279-3436
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Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Hillcrest Living
Independent Apts., Assisted Living, 

Skilled Care - 915 W. 1st St., Sumner, IA
563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Quarter Ave. Storage
2310 Quarter Ave.

(319) 240-1122

Readlyn Chiropractic Clinic
307 Main St.

(319) 279-3877

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., PO Box 249

(319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Landscaping & 
Nursery
 Tiedt Nursery

2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly
(319) 352-0418

Specialty Businesses
balance

Massage Therapy & Reiki
Sheila Rosengarten, LMT, RMT

136 Main St, Readlyn, IA (319)290-3392

Buhrow’s Floors N’ More
240 South State St., Denver, IA

(319) 984-5301 • (866) 984-5301
bfloorsnmore@msn.com

Cedar Valley Portables, LLC
Nashua

(319) 535-3456 or 
cedarvalleyportables@gmail.com

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Owner:  Darrin Siefken

107 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly
(319) 352-9129

Doc’s Knifeworks
127 E. Main St., Denver

319-984-6396

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft

Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn

(319) 279-3228

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner, IA

(563) 578-8591
www.hillcrestsumner.com

KT Shrimp Farm
101 1st St NW, Tripoli, Iowa

(319) 483-8408

Love and Lace
220 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

(319) 352-0243

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA

(319) 635-2311 • (888) 282-9992
www.myerspolaris.com

Newy’s Wireless Communications - 
US Cellular - Jeff Neuendorf

1022 Skyler St. PO Box 681, Denver, IA
(319) 240-7150

Panther Lanes
502 7th Ave. SW, Tripoli, IA

(319) 882-3753

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2585

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

Wapsie Pines
Danny Moulds, Owner

618 State St., Cedar Falls, IA
(319) 277-9400

wpines@wapsiepines.com

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
Office: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Farm Bureau - Jim Peters
Office (563) 578-8054
Office (319) 352-3667
Home (319) 279-3266

Readlyn Mutual Ins. Association
234 Main St. • (319) 279-3893

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
143 E. Main St. Suite F, Denver, IA

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave.
(319) 279-3363

Nick’s Repair - 211 Malone Ave., 
Readlyn, IA - (319) 279-3517 or 

(319) 269-5604 - Service & repair 
of small engines & outdoor power 

equipment

Reiter Repair LLC
3501 East Cedar Wapsie Rd., 

Waterloo
319-279-3876 • Cell 319-231-2452

RA Machine
2504 230th St. • (319) 279-3161

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. • (319) 279-3539

Have your business 
recognized 

on this page! 
Call Ron Leistikow at 279-3548, 

or stop by the library.

Food and
Restaurants

Fairbank Food Center
www.FairbankFoodCenter.com

Dolan & Kristi Burreson
102 4th St. N., Fairbank 

(319) 635-2139

Inspired Luncheonette
314 Main St. 

 (319) 279-3051

Sunrise Catering
201 Main St.  

(319) 279-4089

The Watering Hole Bar & Grill & 
Readlyn Community Event Center

209 Main St.
(319) 279-3839

~CLS Summer Get-Togethers~
Want to stay connected with your 

school friends this summer?
Throughout the summer we are planning a few informal
family get-togethers for anyone who wants to meet up

and play at the Readlyn parks.

We want to make this as easy and carefree as possible,
so come as you are and play!

Saturday, June 2  .  .  .  .  . 3 PM  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Splash Pad
Wednesday, June 13  .  .  10 AM  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Readlyn City Park
Sunday, June 24   .  .  .  .  11 AM  .  .  Splash Pad (Bring Picnic Lunch)
Monday, July 9  .  .  .  .  .  . 9 AM  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Readlyn City Park
Saturday, July 21  .  .  .  .  . 4 PM  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Splash Pad
Wednesday, August 1   .  . 9 AM  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Readlyn City Park

Please note:
Weather permitting and we do not have parks reserved.

It is good to be alive to enjoy the light of day.
Ecclesiastes 11:7

Thank you, sponsors!
By Brent Sauerbrei

I’d like to take a moment to recognize 
and show my appreciation to all of the local 
businesses that have sponsored the 2018 12U 
Wapsie Valley Baseball Club USSSA team. 
This team consists of two Readlyn 6th graders 
(Traeton and Drew Sauerbrei), four Fairbank 
6th graders (Manny Huebner, Jacob Schoer, 
Tucker Ladeburg and Derek Hilsenbeck), one 
Fairbank 5th grader (Kanen Decker) and four 
Denver 6th graders (Keaton Rothmeyer, Logan 
Beaty, Creyton Buhr and Joe Smeltser) and is 
coached by Brent Sauerbrei, Jim Schoer and 
Scott Rothmeyer. We are scheduled to play in 
eight 2-day tournaments starting in late April 
and throughout June in cities such as Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa City, Vinton and Waterloo, cul-
minating at the State tournament the last week-
end in June in Des Moines. 

This opportunity requires a lot of dedication 
and commitment from both players and par-
ents. The tournaments provide an opportunity 
for the boys to learn the game of baseball in 
all its glory with full baseball rules and play 
against good competition from all across Iowa. 
We focus heavily on teaching strong funda-
mentals, a developing strategic understanding 
of the game, and fostering a love for the game 
with the hopes that the boys will continue to 
play and contribute to a high school program 
that will someday be as big a source of pride 

for the community as football is today. I have 
no doubt that the boys will experience fond 
memories that will last them a lifetime.

So, again, I want to sincerely thank all of 
these sponsors that helped make this opportu-
nity a reality:

Home Run Sponsors (>=$250):
The Readlyn Valentine’s Ball Committee; 

Scott and Stephanie Smeltser; Denver Insur-
ance Agency; Seegers Truck Line, Inc. 

Extra Base Sponsors ($100-$249):
Oran Mutual Telephone Co; Readlyn Sav-

ings Bank; Don’s Truck Sales; First Maxfield 
Insurance; Huebner Dairy; Newy’s Wireless 
Communications; Scheel’s Professional Lawn 
Care; Van Daele Insurance Agency; Heartland 
Financial Services 

Base Hit Sponsors ($50-$99):
B&K Automotive; Del’s Auto Repair; Fair-

bank Chiropractic; Headlines Salon; L&L Ag 
Repair; Larry and Deb Sauerbrei; Larry’s Skel-
ly; Modern Building Products; Myers Polaris; 
Oran Locker; Schuldt Repair; Spahn & Rose 
Lumber Co.; Wittenburg Trucking. 

I would encourage you to express your grat-
itude to these businesses for their generous 
support of the future success of Wapsie Valley 
Baseball. For those that are interested in fol-
lowing the success of the team, go to GC.com 
and search for Wapsie Valley Baseball.
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Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301
www.frederikabank.com

Fairbank, Iowa

Looking for people who are young at heart and wanting to let 
someone else deal with the day to day. Bring your home to our home.  

Stop in for a tour anytime.  
Check us out on Facebook, or our website 

www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at 
319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

ReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlyn
OutdoorsOutdoorsOutdoors

By: Eric Johnston

The Season Opener
Yes folks, spring has finally arrived! 

Mother Nature sure made us wait for it 
this year. As spring finally rolled around, I 
counted the days until opening day. To the 
general public you casually mention open-
ing day and most folks think of baseball. 
And while I myself don’t mind a good 
baseball game from time to time, to the 
outdoorsman and outdoorswoman across 
the Readlyn area the words opening day 
mean so much. It’s hard to describe the 
feeling of an upcoming opening day in the 
outdoors. As close as I can come to de-
scribing it is it’s much like when you were 
a little kid waiting for Christmas morning 
to come! While there are many opening 
days for me throughout the year with the 
different hunting seasons, this week I’m 
going to talk about opening day of the 
Cedar Valley Bassmasters’ tournament 
season.

Like I said above, it felt like spring 
would never get here this year. I had 
prepped my boat and had everything 
ready to go for the season back in March 
and then we kept getting snow. Our season 
opening bass tournament was set for April 
28 at Lansing, Iowa and we had snow a 
mere week and a half before this. Cold 
water can make things very tough in the 
spring. Add to that dirty and rising water 
and you have a recipe for a very tough 
tournament. But as always, the tourna-
ment will go on and someone will find the 
fish and the winning pattern to take home 
a win. My friend and tournament partner 
Adam Farmer and I met at my cabin in 
Prairie Du Chien on Thursday night and 

began planning how we would go about 
taking on Friday practice to find some 
fish. We decided with the cold water we 
would target areas near the bass wintering 
holes and see what we could find. Friday 
morning dawned cold and clear. We were 
to the ramp and on the water at daybreak. 
Lows were in the thirties and as we idled 
out of the canal a quick check of the water 
temp read 48 degrees. Not exactly ideal, 
but we needed to find them. We decided 
to start at a well known area that typical-
ly had warmer water. We fished around 
in there and found two areas that held a 
school of keeper bass. I told Adam, “At 
least we have this if we can’t find other 
areas. But we need to get here first.” We 
left there and decided we wanted to tar-
get Smallmouth. We had a tournament 
here last year around this time and in that 
tournament we did really well with Small-
mouth Bass. We went from rocky spot to 
rocky spot all day with little to nothing to 
show for our efforts. We covered a lot of 
water throwing all kinds of different baits. 
At one point I had so many Carrotstix rods 
and Abu Garcia reels on the front deck of 
the boat I’m surprised I didn’t trip over 
them and fall out of the boat! By 2:00 pm 
we decided the Smallmouth just weren’t 
going to play for us and decided to switch 
things up. We pulled into a backwater that 
we’ve caught them shallow in the spring 
before and I thought to myself it’s too cold 
for this. Another check of the water temp 
read 53 degrees in the backwater. A light 
breeze was adding a little chop to the wa-
ter, so I picked up a spinnerbait and made 

a few casts. On 
my third cast I 
had a big bass 
roll over it. I 
looked at Adam 
and said, “That 
was a big Large-
mouth, we have 
an area to try to 
get a kicker fish 
tomorrow after-
noon.” I should 
have taken that 
clue right there 
and changed 
up our whole 
game plan, but 
more on that in 
a bit. That night 
at the cabin we 

made our plan to start at the community 
hole and stay there most of the day, then 
go to the backwater in the afternoon when 
it had warmed up to try for a big Large-
mouth. Tournament morning dawned even 
colder than the day before and the wind 
had blown hard all night. As we idled out 
of the ramp our takeoff order was boat #9. 
I wondered if the handful of boats in front 
of us would head to the area we wanted 
to start. I was nervous, because I knew if 
we weren’t in there first we would have 
a harder time putting fish in the boat. As 
we took off I saw two boats ahead of me 
heading to that area. But I also noticed 
they were taking the longer way around 
that you must use when the water is low. I 
had idled out of there in practice and knew 
the water was deep enough to run across 
wide open. As they went around left I 
immediately cranked the steering wheel 
right and ran across the shallow flat beat-
ing both boats into the area, a fist bump 
between me and Adam as we drove right 
up to where we wanted to start. We put 
the trolling motor down and got to work. 
Adam almost immediately hooked up 
with a beautiful two pound Smallmouth 
and we had our first keeper in the live 
well. It didn’t take us long and we had a 
limit of five fish in the live well and were 
feeling pretty good. 

We had one small pocket in fast water 
that we would throw our Texas rigged 
Strike King tube into and let the current 
wash it into the rocks and as it washed 
over the rocks the fish would bite. We 
ended up anchoring and exclusively fish-
ing that spot. We worked our way up to 
12.72 pounds of a five fish limit and felt 
good. I did lose one big Smallmouth that 
would have really helped us, but we were 
having so much fun it really didn’t hurt 
too bad. We stayed there until 1:00 pm and 
decided to finish out the last two hours of 
the day trying our Largemouth backwater. 
We fished that only producing one small 
Largemouth. As we headed to weigh in we 
felt good about our chances, but we ended 

up very surprised. 12.72 was only good 
enough for sixth place. We were some-
what disappointed; I could not believe the 
big Largemouth that were brought to the 
scales to put us in sixth place. 

Now don’t get me wrong, Adam and 
I had a fantastic day of fishing. But the 
competitive side of me analyzes where we 
went wrong. This was a big lesson and one 
that I’m still doing a palm to face on. In 
a lot of my articles I talk about photoper-
idism (amount of daylight in a day) and 
how it affects animals’ habits. The same 
applies for fish, especially bass. Because 
we had such a late spring, I had it in my 
head there was no way the Largemouth 
would be shallow with the cold water. I 
should have kept a more open mind on 
that and it’s something you can apply to 
your fishing. While water temp is a big 
deal in the spring as far as bass moving 
shallow to spawn, it’s just one factor in 
the process. What I didn’t take into con-
sideration is the water was rising (moves 
fish shallow), the water temp was rising 
a little bit each day (moves fish shal-
low), and the moon phase was nearly full 
(moves fish shallow to spawn). I had three 
key ingredients to move bass shallow and 
I didn’t put it together. As I would later 
find out, the tournament was won shallow 
on Largemouth bass. A big lesson learned 
for me and believe me, all this was written 
down for next year. 

Keep all this in mind as you bass fish 
each spring. Those three ingredients are 
key in the spring. Especially photoperid-
ism; the amount of daylight is what trig-
gers all wildlife. Current weather alters it 
slightly, but much like the white-tailed rut, 
the bass spawn is triggered by the amount 
of daylight. But, all in all, it was a great 
opening tournament for our season, we 
caught a lot of bass and shared a lot of 
laughs on the water. And after all, that’s 
what it’s all about! For more information 
about Cedar Valley Bassmasters Club 
check out www.cedarvalleybassmasters.
com. Until next time, Get Outdoors!!
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Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-8104 • (319) 240-2432

News from Wapsie Valley Elementary

On April 19, Fairbank 6th grade students had their D.A.R.E. graduation in Indepen-
dence.

On May 2, 4th graders from Fairbank and Readlyn Elementary visited the Herbert 
Hoover Museum in West Branch, Iowa. Students are pictured looking at a cast of Her-
bert’s face, viewing the birthplace of Herbert, and visiting a replica of Herbert’s father’s 
blacksmith shop. The Herbert Hoover Field Trip was funded by the Wapsie Valley Edu-
cation Foundation.

On May 3, 4th grade students from Fairbank and Readlyn Elementary attended Bremer 
County Safety Day. Pictured above, left, are Officer Dehmlow and his dog, Reign, talking 
about Internet and home safety. Dr. Joe Sampson from Readlyn Vet (above right) taught 
students about animal safety and the Air Care crew shared information about transport-
ing patients in the helicopter.

The April Warrior Way All-Stars are awarded for showing the Warrior Way each and 
every day!



Email news to:
ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com
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Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Readlyn, Sumner, 
Fairbank and Oran area residents

Snelling Construction
New Construction

Remodeling
Concrete Work our Specialty

20 Years of Experience
309 Railroad Ave., Tripoli, IA

319.290.0256 • 319.882.3498

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell  319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Vacancy Pastor:

Pastor Larry Feldt
Sunday Service: 8 AM

St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street, 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Divine Service 8:30 a.m.

Fellowship following
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Men’s Breakfast, 1st Saturday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tuesday of month

St. Paul Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3961
Vacancy Pastor: 

Pastor Ronnie Koch
Worship 8:00 AM

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3643
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

Sunday Divine Service 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.
Evening Circle 1st Thursday 6 p.m.

Members of the Readlyn 
Historical Society met on 
Saturday, April 21 for a work 
day. Many tasks were accom-
plished including hanging a 
Grump Day flag by Lynne 
Bellile, GaryLee Thurm, Ron 
Leistikow, and Virgil Matthias. 
A bit of fun was had too in-
cluding haircuts in the barber 
chairs. GaryLee Thurm and 
Virgil Matthias are pictured 
giving Judy Leistikow and 
Grace Kuethe a trim. Oth-
er members involved in the 
work day were Judy Henn, 
and Rick and Janet Huebner. 
Readlyn's Historical Society 
will be open for guests during 
Grump Days, after Satur-
day's parade, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
And, an ice cream social is 
planned for Sunday, July 15, 
5-7 p.m. All are welcome to 
attend. The Historical Society 
is committed to preserving 
community history.


