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This is the group of volunteers that deliver the Readlyn Chronicle to area communities. Left to right are Charlie and Wilda Albrecht, Roland Schmidt, Ron Leistikow, Don and

Marylou Billhorn and Verdeen Plavelec

Chronicle Committee says ‘Thank You’ to all sponsors

The Readlyn Chronicle Committee met
on Jan 8 to look at the past year of do-
nations of current sponsors and to see if
those total donations will be enough to
continue printing and distribution of the
Chronicle in the future. Of course, the

Chronicle will continue.

Committee members cannot say enough
thank yous to all of this past year’s spon-
sors of the Chronicle. Without your sup-
port, it would not be possible to continue
this publication.
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In addition to the sponsors, all of those
who contribute news items deserve thanks
along with staff at the Readlyn Library
that sends news to the publisher. We also
have many volunteers that deliver the
Chronicle to area sponsors each month

SAVE THE DATE:

Readlyn Community Club

Dinner and Trivia

Saturday, March 28, 2020
Readlyn Event Center

The theme

IS

“20/20" and we will have

eyeglasses as our decorations.

Please wear fun eyeglasses and/or donate
glasses for decoration:s.

that need to be thanked.

Lastly, a big thank you to Kim Adams,
Robin Harms and staff at Horizon Pub-
lishing in Jesup for editing and putting the
paper together and for printing and distri-
bution of each issue of the Chronicle.

It’s time
to caucus!

The Republican caucuses will be held
for the City of Readlyn, Maxfield and
Franklin Townships at Denver High
School 541 E Eagle St, Denver.

Republican caucuses will be held on
Monday, Feb 3, at 7:00 p.m.

CO .
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Mondays - Novel Kanitters
6:00 pm at the library

Saturday, February 1: Pep-
per Tournament, Readlyn Li-
brary (use back door) 2:00 pm

Tuesday, February 11: Color-
ing at the Library 1:00 - 5:00 pm

Thursday, February 13:
Readlyn Community Club meet-
ing —6:30 pm for board members
and 7:00 pm for all members;
meet at Inspired

Thursday, February 13:
Deadline for the Feb. 26 issue of
the Readlyn Chronicle, 5 pm

Friday, February 14: Happy
Valentine’s D)ay!

Thursday, February 20: Foot
Clinic 10:30 am at the Library

Thursday, February 27:
Book Talk 7:00 pm at the Library
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BCCF and Readlyn
Community Fund grant
application available

Hello everyone! Not much to say this
month. The holidays are over but I had
a great time passing out Christmas treat
bags to all of the children at Christmas On
Main. It looked and sounded like every-
one had a good time.

With the colder weather upon us, please,
remember to check in on your loved ones

and your pets to make sure they are warm
and safe.

Like I said, there's not a lot to talk about.
That's what happens when it's wintertime
in Iowa. Be careful in the snow and on the
ice. Remember, spring training isn't too
far off. Go, Cubs!

b P T ey e, TER
* Full Service Catering
*» Weddings

o Special Events
* Company Picnics

WWW.SUNRISE-CATERING.COM

Sunrise Catering
Jim Collins

PO Box 190
Readlyn, 1A 50668

(319) 279-4089
(319) 961-8610

Memorial Day .......cccccceveeeeeiinnes
Independence Day....................
Labor Day.......ccccuvveeeeeiiiiienenns
Thanksgiving Day...........c..........
Day after Thanksgiving..............
Christmas ........ccccceeeveciieeeee
New Year’'s Day......cccccceeeeeiennee

.............. Monday, May 25, 2020
................... Friday, July 3, 2020
..... Monday, September 7, 2020
....... Friday, November 27, 2020
....... Friday, December 25, 2020
............. Friday, January 1, 2021

If garbage is not picked up due to a holiday, the next garbage

pickup day, each household is allowed to put out 1 (one) extra

bag without a tag. This bag may not be larger than 32 gallon
and must not weigh over 50 pounds.

Please remember that all lids must be snapped down and
attached or garbage will not be picked up.

I CLIPAND SAVE! [
Tripoli-Readlyn Sanitation Agency ! :

will observe the following holidays in 2020. There will be nol
garbage pickup on the following days:

Thursday, November 26, 2020

Grant applications can now be submit-
ted to the Bremer County Community
Foundation and the Readlyn Community
Fund for their 2020 grant cycle. The dead-
line to submit applications is 11:59 p.m.
March 31, 2020. Grants are awarded to
projects in the following areas: art and cul-
ture, community betterment, education,
environment, health, historic preservation
and human service.

There is one application process for
both grant cycles and detailed informa-
tion for each cycle can be found within the
grant guidelines. The online grant applica-
tion and guidelines can be found at either
www.bremerccf.org or www.readlyncf.
org. Completed applications must be sub-
mitted no later than 11:59 pm March 31,
2020 to be considered for funding. Grant
recipients will be announced in June 2020.

First-time grant applicants should con-
tact Dotti Thompson, program manager at
the Community Foundation of Northeast
Towa, at (319) 243-1358 or dthompson@
cfneia.org prior to submitting an applica-
tion. Grant applicants must be a 501(c)(3)
designated organization or government
entity serving Bremer County in order to
be considered for funding.

Wednesday, January 29, 2020

In 2019, a total of $158,788.16 in dis-
cretionary grants were awarded to 50
area nonprofit and government agency
projects serving Bremer County com-
munities. Since 2005, the Bremer County
Community Foundation and the Readlyn
Community Fund has awarded more than
$2.2 million in grants benefitting Bremer
County residents and communities.

For more information, contact the
Community Foundation of Northeast
Iowa at (319) 287-9106.

About BCCF and RCF

The Bremer County Community Foun-
dation and the Readlyn Community Fund
are local organizations making grants
to organizations creating a stronger and
more vibrant quality of life in the commu-
nity and helping people establish perma-
nent funds for the causes they care about
in their community. The Community
Foundations are affiliates of the Commu-
nity Foundation of Northeast Iowa, a non-
profit committed to creating long-term
impact in 20 counties in Iowa. For more
information, contact 319-287-9106 or visit
www.cfneia.org. CFNEIA is confirmed in
compliance with National Standards for
U.S. Community Foundations.
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ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com
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www.readlynsavingsbank.com

(319) 279-3321

Taking Good Care of YOU!...and One Old Grump!
~ Since 1904 ~

SUENIHE N BN

BUILDING TRUST. DELIVERING SOLUTIONS.

Get local expertise and the service you deserve
from The Accel Group’s dedicated team!

AGRIBUSINESS SOLUTIONS
CROP, FARM, LIVESTOCK

BUSINESS & PERSONAL
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
RISK MANAGEMENT & MORE!

319.483.4854 | acceladvantage.com

Serving clients across lowa with offices in
Cedar Rapids | Waverly | Cedar Falls

Proud to

~ @ GRINNELL
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Readlyn. Community Happenings

Auxiliary meets January 14

The Wayne Teisinger V.F.W. Auxiliary
#5661 met January 14, 2020 at the home
of Darlene Peters with 5 members present.
The meeting opened with prayer and the
Pledge of Allegiance. The minutes and
treasurer’s reports were read from Novem-
ber and December and accepted. The Gen-
eral Orders and Chairman reports were
read by all. A motion was made by Wilda
Albrecht and seconded by Darlene Peters
to pay a bill. Carried. A motion was made
by Wilda Albrecht and seconded by Ellen
Thies to pay another bill. Carried. Volun-
teer hours were turned in.

A thank-you was sent to Jim and Tam-
my Wolf for using their office for Auxilia-
ry’s Christmas on Main. 110 poppies were

~ Thank You #
Iwant to extend my sincere 5

4 gratitude to those who expressed :
condolences after the loss of ;
my brother, Dan. I can’t thank

you enough for making me
feel a part of your community.
I am truly blessed to have the

opportunity to work at the

Readlyn Post Office as your
clerk. Thank you. :
Jennifer VanBrocklin %

handed out and some pictures and cards of
the Freedom Rock were sold. Five mem-
bers helped Darlene Peters frost cookies
for Santa Claus.

A thank-you was read from Verdeen
Pavelec for a Kwik Trip Gift Card after
hospitalization. Fourteen Legislative let-
ters were handed out about Veterans bills
to Congressman. We are still a nation at
war, with troops actively engaged in Iraq,
Afghanistan, Syria and in 167 other coun-
tries around the world. 6617 pop tabs were
turned in and 119 canceled stamps.

The motion was made by Ellen Thies
and seconded by Marjorie Macken to ad-
journ. Carried. Closed with prayer. Host-
ess was Darlene Peters.

I".-I :I-‘I*I '-i‘ - I|Illl- - 'll- :1.- L I|Ill- - I|Illl- i-ll- ll.l- l- l-:l-
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==] tomychildren, family &  [==
*.*J friends, for all of the help  |*.*
"4 whilein Allen Hospital and  §""
.4 athome with pneumonia
X and again when | had a -
«»] pacemakerputin. Thank [s"s
='=| you for all of your prayers, l'-:-
e get well wishes, cards, [=»
== phone calls, visits and gifts. | L%.*
*.=| greatly appreciate it. Thanks f".*
<*{ again and God bless you.  |le.
e Pavelec .
. e j.-.-.
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KIBBLES N CATNIP

Treats, Bubbles and TLC!!
Full Service Grooming for dogs and cats

Sumner, Iowa 50674

PET GROOMING, LLC
19-327-4344

Carla Schwerin

1308 W. 1st Street i
I] Eacehnok

Valentine Pancake
Sponsored by S

-

Breakfast (7

EMS

Sunday, Feb. 16, 8 AM-12PM

American Legion Hall, Sumner

Menu includes:
All-you-can-eat pancakes with
sausage, milk and coffee

Free-will donation

Proceeds will go to Sumner - .%

Emergency Medical Services

Everyone welcome! i@‘

Owners

1004 E. Bremer Ave.

Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Isamill

lectric Co.

Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
e r Commercial

Residential
Farm
Industrial

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!
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~ Obituary ~

Sumner, formerly of Readlyn

A remarkable life has ended at 104
years as Ruth Elnore Venzke transitioned
to her heavenly home on Wednesday,
Dec. 18, 2019, at Cobblestone Court As-
sisted Living in Sumner.

Ruth was born on October 16, 1915, in
Eldon, Iowa, the eldest of three daugh-
ters to Dr. Harold and Marietta Johnston
(Brownlee). She graduated from the Wash-
ington, lowa high school in 1933, and from
the University of lowa in 1938 with a Lib-
eral Arts Degree in General Science and
a fondness for Chemistry. After college,
Ruth worked at the Animal Science labs
at lowa State University in Ames, where
she met the love of her life, Carl Venzke,
who was a 1936 ISU College of Veteri-
nary Medicine graduate doing research
there. The couple married in Boone, lowa,
during a blizzard on March 20, 1940.

Carl’s service in World War II brief-

ly kept the pair apart, but following the
war, the Venzkes established a successful
large-animal veterinary practice in Read-
lyn, Iowa where they supported many of
the dairy, cattle, and hog operations in
Bremer County. There they raised their
two boys, Craig and Richard, and looked
after her parents who lived next door. Ruth
and Carl enjoyed a marvelous 69 years to-
gether until Carl passed in 2009.

On top of managing the large veter-
inary practice, Ruth kept a meticulous
home—her family often joked that even
the furnace and basement water heater
were kept well-dusted! Ruth loved to en-
tertain family and friends, often hosting
her bridge club members at her Readlyn
home. She purchased a new car at age 95
and continued driving until age 101. This
independent and determined lady resettled
to Cobblestone Court in Sumner in early
2017, where she resided until her passing.

Ruth was preceded in death by her par-
ents, Dr. Harold and Marietta; husband
Carl; two sisters, Rachel (Johnston) Mc-
Garry Miller, and Etta (Johnston) Case;
and eldest son, Craig. She is survived by
son Richard of Waterloo; granddaughter
Katie (Venzke) Flores of Dubuque; four
grandchildren, and numerous nieces,
nephews, grand-nieces, and grand-neph-
ews.

Per her wishes, Ruth has been cremat-
ed and memorial services were held at
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Readlyn
at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 27, 2019. A
private burial of cremains will be held at
a later date in St. Paul’s Lutheran Ceme-
tery, Readlyn. In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily encourages friends to remember Ruth
by donating to St. Paul’s Church, Com-
munity Lutheran School in Readlyn, or by
being kind to animals and donating to an
animal rescue operation/humane society
of their choosing.

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in Read-
lyn assisted the family 319-279-3551

Pepper Tournament held Jan. 4

The first pepper tournament of 2020
was held at the Watering Hole on Sat-
urday, January 4. The winners and their
scores were:

Ist Place: Suzanne Heineman and Judy
Henn - 220

2nd Place: Karan Boevers and Shirley
Kuker - 206

3rd Place: Connie and Roger Buhr -
172
4th Place: Joan Matthias and Tanya

Brunscheon - 158

Our next pepper tournament will be at
the Readlyn Library (use back door) on
Saturday, February 1 at 2:00 p.m. Entry
fee is $3.00. Bring a partner!

=
) ._1 Ay

2014 Chevrolet Equinox

73,845 miles * One owner * New tires in July 2019
Vehicle well-maintained

Contact RTC Communications — ask for Sharon

319-279-3375 M-F 8-4:30 pm
121 Main St., Readlyn, IA
Asking $13,000 - Offers will be considered
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Patrick Brodigan
Nancg | ockard
Tina Ristau

Kcac”yn Communitg Library
We put the R AD in Kcac”_qn

Phone and Fax: 319-279-3432 Email: readlynlib@gmail.com Website: www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

\f/” ;_/'(iw'/zg (/ Neme Yy

Cash Memorials

In Memory of Ruth Venzke
Roger and Connie Buhr

In Memory of Diane Oltrogge
Don and Mary Lou Billhorn

In Memory of Larry Kuhimann
Rex and Barb Blaylock

Book Memorials

In Memory of Lawrence Judisch
“Three Cheers for Kid McGear” by
Sherri Rinker from Farmers Co-op

What Libraries Do for You

Libraries are community hubs. In addition to connecting people to information, librar-
ies connect people to people. They are safe havens for kids when school is not in ses-
sion, offering after school homework help, games and book clubs. Libraries offer
computer classes, enabling older adults stay engaged in a digital world. Bookmobiles
and community outreach programs keep those living in remote areas or those who
are homebound connected to the larger community.

Public libraries also help communities cope with the unexpected. Libraries play a key
role in the wake of natural disasters; after Hurricane Sandy, for example, people left
homeless by the storm were filling libraries in New York and New Jersey, using library
computers to complete federal forms and communicating with loved ones using the
library's internet connections.

Readlyn and Shell Rock
Libraries level the playing field. As great democratic institutions, serving people of

every age, income level, location, ethnicity, or physical ability, and providing the full
range of information resources needed to live, learn, govern, and work.

“This Book Just Stole my Cat” by Rich-
ard Byrne from Farmers Co-op Read-
lyn and Shell Rock

Jhank you for
yowr genenosity

How has the Community Library impacted your life?

Readlyn Reads - Book Talk

February's title: Being Mortal by Atul Gawande
Pick up a copy at the library and join us for discussion on February 28th

Foot Clinics Are
Back

The Bremer County Health De-
partment have began having foot
clinics at the Readlyn Library on
the 3rd Thursday of every month.

Named a Best Book of the Year by The Washington Post, The New York Times Book
Review, NPR, and Chicago Tribune, now in paperback with a new reading group guide

o Medicine has triumphed in modern times, transforming the dan- ) KE® TONE FIMIS BUSTROLLRS
4 WWTER WEATHER y gers of childbirth, injury, and disease from harrowing to manage-
CLC . able. But when it comes to the inescapable realities of aging and

Winter Weather Advisory  death, what medicine can do often runs counter to what it should. Atul Gawande
Although the library rarely closes, lo- /—
e g can be notoriowsly  Through eye-opening research and gripping stories of his own e
We may be closing unexpectedly due  patients and family, Gawande reveals the suffering this dynamic cing iviorta

to road conditions and travel adviso- :
es conations and iraveradvisoT has produced. Nursing homes, devoted above all to safety, battle

In severe weather, we urge youto call  wjth residents over the food they are allowed to eat and the

the library (319-279-3432) to make . .

sure we are open. choices they are allowed to make. Doctors, uncomfortable dis-

Closings will be announced on KWL cyssing patients' anxieties about death, fall back on false hopes

and Facebook page. . . . .
and treatments that are actually shortening lives instead of im-

proving them.

T T

Color ‘Us Creative

JOIN US
Tuesday, February 11th
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

In his bestselling books, Atul Gawande, a practicing surgeon, has fearlessly revealed
the struggles of his profession. Now he examines its ultimate limitations and failures-
in his own practices as well as others'-as life draws to a close. Riveting, honest, and
humane, Being Mortal shows how the ultimate goal is not a good death but a good
life-all the way to the very end.

Hours:
i I
Nonday 000700 We are Empty Without You! ! -
Tuesday 10:00 -5:00 . . . . rhig
Do you have any interesting hobbies or collections you ’ |
Wednesday 10:00 -5:00 . . Ir- —
would like to share? Please ask us about having a month -
Thursday 10:00 - 7:00 long showcase in the library display. This is a great oppor-
Friday 10:00 -5:00 tunity to share an interesting passion with the community. ’
Saturday 9:00 - 12:00
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Q Readlyn, Long Ago

1."'!.

The Readlyn Savings Bank was robbed
June 3, 1981, 28 years ago. Nancy Erhardt

Compiled by Bob Thran

and Sue Seedorf collaborated in providing
an excellent report of this exciting episode

in Readlyn history. The following story was
published in The Forum of June 9, 1981.

Readlyn Bank robbed

By Nancy Erhardt and Sue Seedorf

“At approximately 12:15 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 3, 1981, a while male, 6’1" to 6°2”,
slender build, in his late twenties, dark hair,
blue jeans, cap, gray shirt and a handkerchief
mask, entered the Readlyn Savings Bank dis-
playing a long barrel, small caliber handgun
and demanded money.

“The money, an undetermined amount, was
placed in a black leather bag and the gunman
left the bank in an unknown direction. The
Bremer County Law Enforcement Center is
soliciting the public’s help.”

Those few words were the official state-
ment released by the Bremer County Sheriff
following the robbery of the Readlyn Savings
Bank Wednesday afternoon, June 3.

Unofficially, the shock and disbelief of
what had happened spread throughout Read-
lyn within minutes as the news, “The bank’s
been robbed!” was repeated up and down
Main Street, via phone and person-to-person
in town.

Within minutes after the robbery, county
law enforcement officials converged on the
Readlyn Savings Bank, ordered the doors
locked and business was brought to a halt.
The hand-written “closed” sign on the door
verified the story that spread rapidly through
the community.

Sheriff William Westendorf and Detective
Richard Greenlee were the first officials on
the scene. They were followed in a relative-
ly short time by officials of the FBI, the DCI,
and news media people from throughout the
state.

For the residents of Readlyn, the robbery
will be a topic of conversation for a long time.
Following is the story as pieced together by
representatives of this newspaper.

There were three employees on duty at the
bank during the normally quiet noon hour:
assistant vice-president Virgil Matthias, and
tellers Glenyce Bruns and Grace Kuethe.
Bruns was working the inside counter alone.
Kuethe was on the drive-up window.

According to Matthias, he left Bruns at-
tending the counter when he went outside to
check on a workman who was repairing the
bank sign. As Matthias walked out of the
bank, he noticed a stranger enter the bank, but
suspected nothing and proceeded outside to
speak to the workman for about three or four
minutes. The workman asked Matthias to plus
in an electrical cord for him inside the bank
and, as Matthias entered the bank with the
cord, Bruns called to him.

As Matthias responded to her call, he found
that she was already being held at gunpoint
behind the counter. The gunman instructed
them to put money from the cash drawer into
a black leather bag. According to the bank
employees, the gunman then went into the
vault. While the robbery was taking place,
Grace Kuethe walked from the drive-up win-
dow area to a meeting room between the win-
dow and the lobby of the bank. She saw the
stranger standing behind the checkout counter
with his back to her and saw the gun aimed
at Bruns.

Undetected, Kuethe left the bank by the
back entrance and went to Fluff’s Salon,
where she reported that she thought there
was a robbery going on. Kuethe and Julie
Albrecht, an employee at Fluff’s, phoned the

bank. When there was no answer they knew
something was wrong and decided to call
the sheriff’s office. Before the call was com-
pleted, however, Matthias emerged from the
bank.

In addition to Bruns and Matthias, an un-
identified customer who had entered the bank
just as the gunman was leaving was also or-
dered to lie on the floor for a certain length of
time before leaving.

Matthias recounted later that, “The gun-
man didn’t appear to be nervous. He seemed
to know what he was doing.” The time of the
robbery, according to Matthias, was 12:15, as
he recalled noting the time when the robber
asked the employees to lic down behind the
counter.

Following a request by Bremer County
Sheriff Bill Westendorf for any information
residents might have, many local persons
have offered information that they hope might
aid officials in their search for clues. Bremer
County Deputy Sheriff Thomas O’Brien, De-
tective Rich Greenlee, Agent Bill Dion of the
Waterloo office of the FBI and agents from
the DCI were on hand Wednesday afternoon
canvassing the immediate area for evidence
and information that might lead to an arrest
and conviction.

Area residents were able to offer informa-
tion about seeing a man fitting the description
of the gunman shortly after noon rummaging
through a dark colored bag; another couple
reported seeing a man walking through their
yard on the block behind the bank sometime
Wednesday morning; and proprietors of Ran-
dy’s Café said two strangers had been to their
restaurant prior to the robbery.

Officials were continuing to question any-
one who might be able to shed light on the
person or persons responsible for the theft.
Speculation was that the gunman fled on foot
to a car which was parked a short distance
from the bank and left town.

Last Wednesday’s robbery was the first for
the bank which has served the community for
77 years, and has been the topic of conversa-
tion for residents since. Although the bank re-
cently added a camera system to their existing
silent alarm system, both were ineffectual in
the robbery June 3.

Although no dollar figure has been released,
Sheriff William Westendorf said that the gun-
man escaped with “a substantial amount,” and
vide-president of the bank Virgil Matthias
verified that.

As the investigation continued, representa-
tives from the news media converged on the

town with television cameras, recorders, etc.,
to carry the news to papers, radio stations and
television stations throughout the state.

When official statements were made avail-
able to the press, WMT’s Berry Butters, KW-
WL’s newsman Gary Sarnoff and cameraman
John Dodge, and Waverly’s Linda Moeller,
as well as representatives from the Waterloo
Courier, were actively pursuing their stories
and following up leads in time to meet dead-
lines for late afternoon and early evening
news.

The notoriety of the afternoon’s events
brought curious people out on the streets for a
firsthand look at the investigation that follows
a bank robbery. For them it was being a part
of something they had previously only read
about in the papers, or watched on television
as it happened in somebody else’s town.

As law enforcement officers continued to
work, the Readlyn residents came to grips
with the fact that the unthinkable has occurred
in this small town. The routine of daily life
resumes, but the impact remains. Residents
agree with bank president Burton Stumme
that first thoughts were for the safety of bank
employees and he was relieved that no one
was hurt. (Stumme was returning from a trip
to Illinois when he heard the news on his car
radio.)

The initial reaction of Readlyn residents ...
“I can’t believe it! — In Readlyn? — You’re
kidding!” has subsided, but townspeople are
now very much aware —

It can happen here!

Citizens react

The following information about the
holdup was offered by area citizens:

After leaving the bank without being
recognized, the robber walked to his get-
away car which was parked across the
street from the Readlyn Historical Society
addition. He then drove to a nearby town
and hid the car under blankets in his par-
ent's garage. This same car was used to
transport workers to John Deere. Citizens
were not aware of the identity of the Read-
lyn robber until he was apprehended after
his second bank robbery, which took place
in the area.

They were shocked to find out the Read-
lyn robber was a mild-mannered young
man, a student at the University of lowa,
whose behavior was completely out of
character. The suspect was perceived as
an upstanding young man from a good
family being influenced by his friends
to do something absolutely stupid. The
rumor was the loot from the Readlyn rob-
bery was used to finance a party in Chi-
cago.

The young man was sentenced to a
multi-year term to be served at the lowa
State Reformatory in Anamosa. People
who visited him said he should not be
there — he was no hardened criminal. He
was released and is now living somewhere
in the East.

My observation: I spent more than 20
years as a high school guidance counsel-
or. On several occasions, I appeared in
court as a character witness at hearings of
students. Two boys were hunting, and, as
a lark, fired many shots into an overhead
cable. This interrupted communication
throughout the entire Midwest for an ex-
tended period at great cost to locate and
repair the damage. At the hearing I stated
that the two students were fine young men
who did something really stupid. They
were not charged.

I feel that this was the same type of
young man who did something totally stu-
pid, however, his transgressions could not
be overlooked.

Editor’s Note

The name of the bank robber has been
purposely omitted from this article. He
served his time, hopefully learned from
this mistake, and has moved on. But, for
a day, he was undoubtedly the most fa-
mous unknown man in the city of Read-
lyn, Towa.

Wednesday, June 3 began as just another normal working day for Readlyn Bank em-
ployees Glenyce Bruns and Virgil Matthias until 12:10 p.m. when a lone gunman entered
the bank, held them at gunpoint, demanded money, and forced the two to lie down as
he fled.
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through His Son Jesus Christ!

The interactive alphabet stage

Muniher

Serving Yz first -

Providing Financial Solutions for
all your Personal, Small Business
and Agri-Business needs.

.

FIRST

NATIONAL
BAMNEK

Serwing You First

www.myfnbbank.com
Cedar Falls | Plainfield | Waverly

Preschool

Registration Night L'!-j

Community [ucheran School

Thursday, February 20, 2020
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

124 West 4% Street, Readlyn
Phone: (319)-279-3541
Email: office@communitylutheranschool.com
3 Year Old Options
e M-F8:00-11:30am - $150/month **Registration paperwork is
e M,W,F 8:00 - 11:30am - $125/month available for pick up before
e T,TH8:00 - 11:30am - $100/month registration night!. Stop by

the school, call, or email for
(Scholarship Options Available) the paperwork in advance.

4 Year Old Options
e Morning Preschool:
M-F 8:00-11:30am — No Tuition, covered by grant
Extended Day Preschool Program:

M-F 8:00am - 3:30pm — Learn more at Registration Night or call the office.
Activities include lunch, recess, rest time, specials, interest area choices, and structured
teacher directed Kindergarten experience activities.

Must be of age on or before September 15.
Scholarships may be available based on family income. Please ask if you are interested.
All information is kept confidential.

Items to bring to Registration Night :
e Birth Certificate Before and after school care available

Immunization Records for preschool and school age children at
Doctor’s Annual Physical $2.75/hr per child.

$50 nonrefundable registration fee Please ask for more information.
Registration paperwork**

Mission Statement: Community Lutheran School exists to provide a Christian environment for a quality
education while inspiring students to go forth living Christ-centered lives as witnesses of the one true
faith in God’s Kingdom.

News frore COmmunity Lutheran School

Joy to the World! On Wednesday, December 18, all of the students of Community Lutheran School led the worship service entitled, “A Christ-
mas Alphabet.” The evening was filled with hymns and memorized Bible verses that tell the message of God’s eternal love and gift of forgiveness

Three and four-year-old preschool students sang songs, led a prayer, recited a Bible
verse, and led a responsive reading.

Send news of your club, organization
or church to the Readlyn Chronicle at:

ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com
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News, from. COmmunity Lutheran School ‘,;,@,E
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Deadline fon February 26
Qwﬁ%ghx Cﬂmomd&
Thurs., Feb. 13, 5 PM

MUTWUAL
INSURANCE

PROVIDING
FOLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

= A GRINMELL
HUTUAL HEMBER.

319-279-3893
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

_ 234 Main Street * Readlyn, IA
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News, fror Wapsie Valley Elementary

Preschool through 6th grade students showered us with music at the Winter Concerts
this year! A huge thanks to Mrs. Howerzyl and Ms. Stanbary for putting on two great

nights of entertainment!

?

7

Proceeds from Fall
Dinner/Auction
are distributed to
classrooms

Members of the WV Education Foun-
dation board of directors met on Wednes-
day, Jan. 15 to review classroom enrich-
ment grants submitted by WV faculty.
All of the applications were excellent and
reflected the purpose for what they were
intended, “to develop innovative, moti-
vational, and educational experiences for
their students.” Each application was pre-
sented by Samantha Thorton, 7-12 princi-
pal, or Dana Harskamp, PreK-6 principal,
who also answered questions that board
members had regarding each application.

By the end of the meeting, the following
enrichment grants were awarded:

Elementary PreK-6
Kindergarten

2nd Grade

All Grades

Hallway Sensory Paths

6th Grade

Rural Schools

Elementary Music-Grades 4-6
Readlyn TAG/Title 1

Readlyn PreK-6

Fairbank K-6

Rural Buildings

Secondary

Notes

2nd Grade - Brain Pop Subscription and Flexible Seating
Literacy Week

A hallway sensory path used by a student when needing a break from the classroom.
Math Kits & Classroom Libraries Early skill development in math and enhancement of classroom libraries.

Amount of Grants
Osmo Genius and Little Genius are an extension of the use of an iPad in the classroom. $377.94

$997.73
$2,000.00
$718.98
$1,000.00

Increased reading options to include classroom novel studies/mentor texts in reading  $1,000.00

Rural Literacy Assessment System

MalMark Choir Chimes.

Whiteboard Table for classroom

IEP "Really Great Reading"-phonics boost classroom setup
IEP Math Curriculum

Alternate Seating Options

Notes

7-12 English/TAG/Communication Extended technology in classroom-2 additional iPads

Industrial Technology
Physical Education

7-12 Math

7-12 English Classrooms
English

Social Studies

Art

Total

Replacement JET combination disc/belt sander

2 iPads for instructors

Hands-on instructional tools in areas of geometry and algebra
Increase reading options for all reading levels.

Flexible seating options for small groups

Current world and US wall maps

Ceramics Tools

$1,000.00
$1,275.00
$405.09
$1,974.00
$1,700.45
$750.00
Amount of Grants
$750.00
$1,700.00
$700.00
$511.26
$750.00
$252.38
$497.98
$1,900.03
$20,260.84
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2020 Town Hall Meetings with House Representative Sandy Salmon

Date Town Location Time
Library

Feb. 1 Sumner 9:00-10:00 AM
206 N. Railroad St.
Library

Feb. 1 Readlyn 11:00-12:00 PM
309 Main St.
Community Room

Feb. 8 Denver 9:00-10:00 AM
100 Washington St.
Library

Feb. 8 Dunkerton 11:00-12:00 PM
203 E. Tower St.
Community Room

Feb. 15 Plainfield 9:00-10:00 AM
723 Main St.

. Community Room

Feb. 15 Frederika d 11:00-12:00 PM
113-37 St.
City Hall

Feb. 22 Janesville 9:00-10:00 AM
227 Main St.
Library

Feb. 22 Tripoli . 11:00-12:00 PM
101-4" Ave. SW

Preschool & Kindergarten w
Enrollment Night!
Fairbank and Readlyn

Now enrolling for 2020-21 School Year

Enroliment Night (Open-House):
Monday, February 24th from 5:30-8:00 PM
Highlights:

i
il
|

Please anroll on or after Febrsany 24 1o ensung yoar child's spot in the class.
T anrall in the preschodl or Kindargarten programs:
& contact the Elementary School Office for registration packed
Fairbank Elementary {319) 635-207T1
Readlyn Elementary [(319) 279-3323

o O, visit www.wapsievalleyschools.com if you prefer o fll out the
earliment paperwork and bring it with you o anrolimeant night
# attend enrollmant night on Fabreary 24 1o Gl oul papsrwork or
mail'drop off the regisiration packet to the elemantary school

Wea look forward to being partners in your child's leaming!
Gk, Sl s & ybmne ool mos o or bartere Sepk 1%, 20390 o eoecll in preshenl, Chikinen masl b 8 vears of
drae ol Bt B Seplemsar LY, D30 Lo sl bn Rindes gadlen,




Page 10

On December 18, 2019, 19 members
attended the 11:30 meal at Inspired for
the Senior Citizens lunch and meeting.
Ron Leistikow led everyone in prayer be-
fore the meal. The meeting was called to
order by President Ron Leistikow.

The Meeting

The treasurer’s report was read by
Charlie Albrecht and the balance in the
account after expenses was $181.00.
Motion was made by Larry Ladage and
seconded by Don Billhorn to approve the
treasurer’s report. Motion carried.

The minutes from the November 20
2019 meeting were read. Motion was
made by Roland Schmidt and seconded
by Judy Leistikow to approve the Secre-

Readlyn Chronicle

Readlyn Senior Citizens hold meetings

tary’s minutes. Motion carried.

We all introduced ourselves to the new
member Marilyn Lampe as she moved
here from Frederika. There was one
birthday for the month of December. We
all sang Happy Birthday to Ron Leisti-
kow on his 80th Birthday. Those in the
hospital were Verdeen Pavelec and Hen-
ry Tiedt with pneumonia. Ron Leistikow
had ankle surgery. They are all back to
their places of residency.

Old Business
December 3 at 5:30 it was reported
that 14 grumps, 10 spouses and 1 guest
attended the annual Grump dinner at the
Watering Hole.
Christmas on Main was Friday, De-

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

pistributors o
#
P.O. Box 332 9" Bus. 800-817-6843
101 Main Street Ly - Cell 319-269-3941
Readlyn, IA 50668 Iquid FertilizeY Fax: 319-279-3380

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

[/
~=m )
s
-

101 1st St., Tripoli, 1A

USE THIS AD FOR $1.00 OFF PER POUND
ON YOUR NEXT SHRIMP PURCHASE
Open Thursdays 6-8 pm; Sat. 10-12

(behind the Welcome Center)

oo o e o e e Ee e Ee e Em Ew oEw

Farmers Coop Senm:e & Repair

now offers

air conditioning

recharging

for cars and trucks
Give us a call!
319-279-3436

Dillon Law Office, PC

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner e patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law e Taxation & Tax Preparation
e Estate Planning ¢ Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

cember 13 and was a hit! Santa and the
Grump handed out 125 sacks and cook-
ies. Thank you to GaryLee Thurm for
helping out that evening and to Darlene
Peters for making all the cookies for the
children.

New Business

The Annual Meeting for the Readlyn
Community Club will be in March, 2020.
Grump candidates are needed so the new
2020 Grump can be voted on.

The next meeting was scheduled for
January 15 at 11:30 at Inspired.

Motion was made by Freddie Bast and
seconded by Wilda Albrecht to adjourn
the meeting. Motion carried.

Lois Thacher Secretary

January Meeting
On January 15, 2019, 16 members at-
tended the 11:30 meal at Inspired for the
Senior Citizens lunch and meeting.
Ron Leistikow led everyone in prayer
before the meal. The meeting was called
to order by President Ron Leistikow.

The Meeting

The treasurer’s report was read by
Charlie Albrecht and the balance in the
account after expenses was $197.00.

The secretary’s minutes from the De-
cember 18, 2019 meeting were read.
There was a correction that the Annual
Grump Dinner on December 3 was re-
ported as taking place at the Watering
Hole but it was at the Readlyn Communi-
ty Library. Correction was made.

Motion was made by Don Billhorn
and seconded by Marlys Deterding to
approve the treasurer’s report and sec-
retary’s minutes with the one correction.
Motion carried.

We all signed and sent a get-well card
to Verdeen Pavelec as she was in the hos-
pital for pneumonia and came home and
then returned to the hospital and she is

Wednesday, January 29, 2020

recovering at home again.

The members all sang Happy Birthday
to Wilda Albrecht as her birthday is Jan-
uary 20.

Old Business

Pat Wehr reported that the Annual
Meeting for the Readlyn Community
Club will be March 28, 2020 and it will
start at 5:30 PM at the Watering Hole.
The theme will be 20/20 this year and old
pairs of glasses are needed. Please con-
tact Pat Wehr if you have any old glass-
es to donate for that evening to decorate
with.

New Business

Roland Schmidt, the 2019 Grump, re-
ported that Sunrise Catering catered the
meal for the December 3 Annual Grump
Meal. A thank you was sent to Sunrise
Catering for the great meal they catered
that evening and for donating back their
tip money to the Library. This was not
brought up at the December 18 meeting.

An addition to the Christmas on Main
that was held on Friday, December 18: a
big thank you was not mentioned to Brent
Leistikow for donating the tree that was
lit up that evening and also for the Tele-
phone Company for decorating the tree.

February 13, 2020 will be the 7:00 PM
meeting for the Community Club at In-
spired. Plans will be discussed on differ-
ent ideas for the Annual Community Club
meal, meeting and fun night at that time.
This was not mentioned at the December
18 Senior Citizens meeting as New Busi-
ness at that time.

The Next Senior Citizens Meeting will
be February 19, 2020 at 11:30 AM at In-
spired.

Motion was made by Wilda Albrecht
and seconded by Sonja Bast to adjourn
the meeting.Motion carried.

Lois Thacher Secretary

DAN WEDEMEIER
READLYN, I0WA

Weeds On

LAWN LARE oLRYILES
« FERTILIZING « WEED CONTROL « AERATING « THATCHING « SEEDING « MOWING
CONTALT

weeds.onfire@yahoo.com

319-269-6753

[__XI3

IONEER.

BERAMND . PRODLICTS

Spring Center Farm
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave.,

(563) 578-8104 ¢ (319) 240-2432

Sumner, IA 50674

ST

\EXCAVATING. INC .
“~__ Sumner. IA

Paul Smith
319-269-0952
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

smith.x.inc@gmail.com
GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing
Site Preparation
Septic Systems
Waterlines
Demolition
; Waterways
Excavation
Drainage
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Santa poses with two of the
large number of children
attending Christmas On Main
December 13.

Farkview —
E— L LR ] Lh.lthﬂ
= Coenler =

211; ?‘iew Fairbank, lowa
ASSISTED fIVING

Looking for people who are young at heart and wanting to let someone
else deal with the day-to-day? Bring your home to our home.
Stop in for a tour anytime.
Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at
319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Readlyn Chronicle

WILEY
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling
Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley
Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518

DENVER, 1A

YOUR LEADING INDEPENDENT PROVIDER

FWINOC e
ELEVATOES I o R

ek
= (= = ]

Apnl rin BRTL L

Come Mome to
Willow Winds
Assisted Living

z 1L

e
WILLOW WINDS

ASSISTED LIVIMNG

= i mad i = eyt i b n Ve § e nestoe

Amenities included for all tenants:
~Three home cooked meals a day
~Medication reminders
~Housekeeping and Laundry
~Emergency call pendants
~Activities

~Resident Assistant on site 24/7
~(able & Utilities

~Nurse on call 24/7

121 Bremer Avenue
Denver, 1A 50622

319-984-5867

~Wi-Fi access

g — F _il.-
WILLOW WINDS

™ s

www.WillowWindsDenver.com
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Weekend Pkg. CNAs

First Shift — Part-Time CNA

Second Shift — Part-Time Nurse
Apply online at:
TripoliNursingandRehab.com
Contact Gin Miller
Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd St. SW, or call 319-882-4269

‘ TRIPOLI NURSING HOME \

atroe |

ELECTRIC; INC.

215 3rd St. NE, Woverly, IA = 319-352-3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

STUMME, COLLINS,
GRITTERS & EPLEY, PLLC

303 1st Ave. NE ¥

Waverly, 1A 50677 Denver, 1A 50622
319-352-1637 319-984-5479

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

171 E. Main St.
- (§ T

residential ¢ commercial ¢ industrial e farm
RANDY ETRINGER CELL - 319-239-7063
SHOP - 319-822-7794 FAX * 319-822-7337

—~ TruServe
[~ 1

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED

Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.
125 W. 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 « 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)
www.truserveins.com

e FETLT

Farmers Savings Bank

103 3rd St., Frederika, 1A 50631
(319) 275-4301
www.frederikabank.com

Mﬂ&w&ﬁo:

ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

N
MORE THAN YOUR FARM,

We offer coverage that includes coverage for buildings, equipment and liability—
all at competitive rates. Call today to get a quote fo protect you and your farm.

Kristi Demuth, Agent
Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
408 W Bremer Ave Ste A,
Waverly

Bus: (319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

N
AMERICAN FAMILY
INSURANCE |

®
Insure carefully, dream fearlessly.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I., American Family Insurance Company,
Midvale Indemnity Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
007388 - Rev. 2/15 ©2015 - 11624425
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Its hard to believe we are already at the
end of January! I hope you all had a great
holiday season and are having a great start
to the new year! A couple of months ago
I profiled my 2019 waterfowl season and
the fun I had over the course of the season.
This month I’m going to share the ups and
downs of the 2019 deer season.

My 2019 deer season really began late
last winter/early spring with the activities
of shed hunting and scouting new areas.
As I’ve noted in past articles, I’ve recently
tried to start hunting closer to home right
near the Readlyn area. So last spring I put
the boots to the ground and started check-
ing out the many acres of public hunting
areas within minutes of Readlyn.

Late winter is the best time to scout. As
the snow melts, last fall’s deer sign is all
right in front of you preserved from the
snow. With the season months away, you
can push into areas you wouldn’t want to
penetrate near the season in worry of push-
ing deer out of your area. | had thought of
talking with local landowners and farmers
in search of an area to bow hunt, but held
off for now and accepted the challenge of
hunting public land.

By the end of spring, I had found a
handful of areas I felt had high big buck
potential and hopefully low human activ-
ity. My plan was to hunt with my Dad at
our hunting cabin in Delaware County on
weekends he could hunt and spend the rest
of my time hunting close to home. I’m pri-
marily a bow hunter, but do pick up my
Traditions Muzzleloader for the late sea-
son. As October 1 rolled around (Iowa’s
Bow Season Opener), my anticipation was
high and I found myself in full Mossy Oak
Camo overlooking a DNR food plot on a
local piece of public ground. That evening

after work was a great sit with cool temps
and lots of deer movement. The does made
their way out first and soon to follow were
three bucks, the biggest being a beautiful
140” 10-pointer that I had a few pictures
of from my trail camera over the summer.
The evening ended with no deer in bow
range, but was quite a show watching the
deer in the field. I hunted that same area a
few more times through the early season
and had great deer activity. I had opportu-
nities at smaller bucks, but nothing I was
wanting to take.

As I got further into October, my dad
and I began preparing the cabin for the
three-week window of late October/early
November. We had talked a lot throughout
the year about changes we needed to make
in our area down there. We have hunted
that area for over 25 years now and had
begun to become somewhat complacent
on stands and strategies. I spent most of
late October moving tree stands, some
only a distance of 20 yards. We hoped by
changing some things up we could take
the deer at a little more of a surprise. We
had decent deer activity the last weekend
of October and were very excited heading
into our four-day vacation the first week
of November.

Friday, November 1, arrived, and along
with it came a fresh early snow. I was
pumped and even left work early to start
vacation and get in the stand that after-
noon. I sat in the stand a long time that
afternoon with minimal deer activity.
With about 45 minutes left of legal time,
I caught movement coming out of the
woods and into the hayfield. It was a buck
and one of the bigger ones we had on our
trail cameras over the summer.

He worked his way slowly from my

right to left out in the field at about 50
yards. As he made his way across the
hayfield, I videoed him and realized he
was not going to come any closer unless
I made something happen. 1 pulled out
my grunt call and gave him a couple soft
grunts. This got his attention and he im-
mediately started to come into the timber
towards me. He made his way 25 yards
standing straight on looking my way. He
turned his head briefly and I drew my bow
to full draw. I patiently waited at full draw
for him to turn broadside. He took a long
time and finally started to turn for my shot.
He ended up turning completely around
and I couldn’t stop him for a shot. He
walked away and headed toward a stand
my dad was sitting in 200 yards away. |
later would find out my dad saw him brief-
ly and he turned to the east and walked
away. [ would ultimately have three more
close calls with him in the next three days,
but he was always just out of range.

On the morning of Monday, November
4, I had a great opportunity at a beautiful
doe for the freezer and I took the shot.
It was a quick track job and I had a doe
that my wife and I processed into burger
and steaks. The vacation weekend ended
with me and dad having opportunities at
small bucks but again nothing we were af-
ter. You can check out my video journal
of that weekend on my YouTube channel,
“The EDJ Outdoors.”

The next few weekends dad had other
obligations and couldn’t go to the cab-
in which opened the door for me to try
my areas near Readlyn. My plan was to
go into each area with a climbing stand
and setup over areas I found the previous
spring. My first few hunts proved produc-
tive and I saw a lot of deer. One particular
morning, | hiked nearly a mile back into a
public section and set up in the dark. Af-
ter daylight, I was quickly rewarded with
turkey and pheasant sightings. It was a lot
of fun to watch the birds do their thing
while I waited for deer. Soon after watch-
ing the turkeys and pheasants, I spotted
some movement and a small herd of five
does moving towards me. The does were
in range and I had a Bremer County doe
tag, but being that far in I elected to pass

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.
VANDAELE INSURANCE, INC.

greatrates@vandaeleins.com
For all your insurance needs.

Farm e Home e Auto ® Commercial
Crop e Health Insurance

119 E. Main Street ® PO Box 467 ¢ Fairbank, IA 50629
319-635-2526 ° Fax: 319-635-2162
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on the does and wait on a buck. Shortly af-
ter the does moved through, an awesome
130” eight-pointer was on the same trail as
the does and heading my way. He moved
to within 25 yards, but never presented a
clear shot, so again I let him go.

I continued to hunt local and saw lots of
deer and surprisingly little human activity.
I would sit twice the last weekend of bow
season and had a crazy encounter the last
weekend of the bow season.

I had sat an afternoon hunt and had only
seen one doe and climbed down from the
tree at nearly dark. As I started to take my
climbing stand off the tree, I heard a deer
start to snort very loudly. This is typical-
ly a warning call for deer of danger and
I thought, “There’s no way they could be
blowing at me,” when suddenly I heard
crashing through the woods and a buck
grunting at a doe. The running got clos-
er and I grabbed my bow out of self de-
fense! The doe ran by so close she brushed
against my arm. Then came the buck and
he stopped at five yards and then ran
again. Probably one of the craziest times
I’ve experienced in the woods and some-
thing I won’t soon forget!

As the bow season came to a close I
ended with my buck tag unfilled, but many
memories! As the shotgun seasons passed,
I anxiously awaited the Iowa late muzzle-
loader season. With the holidays and fam-
ily obligations, I would have to wait until
early January to be able to hunt. As you
remember, we had a very unseasonably
warm Christmas season and the deer just
weren’t moving with my normal bed-to-
feed pattern tactics. I hooked up the last
weekend of the season with good friends
Jason Swanson, Joe Bellis, and Nycholas
Swanson in hopes of filling our tags with
some does. We implemented a tactic we
call wind bumping.

Wind bumping is similar to a shotgun
deer drive, but much slower and, in Iowa,
you can’t share tags during muzzleloader
like you can shotgun hunting. The tactic
is to post two guys on the downwind side
of a section and have two walkers walk
through the woods with the wind at their
backs blowing their scent through the
woods and “bumping” them to the post-
ers. Many times the walkers will get shots
because they move so slow.

We wind bumped on the last day we
were able to hunt and Jason was able to
take a big doe with a phenomenal 175-
yard shot! I soon connected on our last
bump on a 40-yard shot on a big doe. The
shot was great, but she made her way 100
yards and all the way in the bottom of a
ravine. Fortunately, we had Nycholas and
his 17-year-old legs and back to help get
her out!! It was a great way to end the
2019 deer season and I was able to drop
some meat off at the Oran Locker to have
sticks and sausage made.

This was a successful season for me
even without taking a nice buck with my
bow. The memories made are a trophy to
me.

I hope you enjoyed my recap and as al-
ways feel free to email me at eric250ex@
gmail.com and lets talk outdoors! Until
next time, GET OUTDOORS!
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Jonathan
Smiley,
D.M.D
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FAMILY DENTISTRY

2024 2rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677 (319) 352-2270
SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of
excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan
Smiley
and
family
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Annual appreciation breakfast

held for Wapsie

By Kaylee Kleitsch, Chapter Reporter

If you just happened to be driving past
the Wapsie Valley High School around
5:45 AM on December 18, you would’ve
noticed more cars parked there than on a
typical day. That morning, twenty six ded-
icated FFA members were in the school
preparing food for their supporters. The
Appreciation Breakfast is a yearly event
hosted by the members of the Wapsie
Valley FFA chapter in order to show their
thanks to the community that supports
them throughout the year.

The process starts about a month be-
fore the event. The committee members
in charge of this project write and send
over one hundred invitations to teachers,
community members, and businesses who
have showed their support throughout the
years. After the invitations get sent out,
supplies are ordered and bought by the
committee. Fast forward to the morning
of the breakfast, and the students are busy
cooking eggs, sausage, and hash browns,
frosting donuts and sorting fruit. A few
members start serving at 7:00 AM, and by
the time the school bell rings at 8:15, ev-
erything is wrapped up and everyone goes
on with their day.

Ethan Oltrogge, an FFA member in
his junior year, says, “We may have had

RTC Communications is now offering, to YOU our Customer,
an Internet Only Service without a telephone landline.

RTC Communications has Broadband speeds to
compliment your needs, whether for work or leisure.

Please call our office for details (319) 279-3375.

FFA supporters

a few downfalls, but we were able to re-
gather and pull it off as a team! The meal
was great and those who ate loved it!” A
huge thank you goes out to everyone who
shows support for this chapter. None of
what we do would be possible without our
amazing community!

Sam Schnor, a Wapsie senior, cooks sau-
sage patties for the breakfast.

SPECIALS:

Mondays
Tenderloin $3.00
Tuesdays
Hamburger $1.75
Wednesdays
Maid-Rite $2.50
Thursdays
Taco $2.00 Taco Salad $6.00
Fridays
Fish Sandwich $4.00

Mon.-Fri. 10:30 am-10 pm
Sat. 11 am-10 pm; Sun. 4-9 pm

PANTHER
LANES

Restaurant-Bar-Bowling
Russell & Jessica Novak
Hwy. 93 W, Tripoli + 319-882-3753

K.C. Auto Body, L.T.D.

“We Meet By Accident”
KEN & JODY FRANZEN

1701 East Bremer Avenue = PO, Box 85 « Wavedy, 1A S06TT
RCALUTOBODY S aol com

(315) 352-08817 FAX 352-5110

Where Virar Adviniures Bagin

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner
207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly
319-352-9129

info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com
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A4 Resources

Farmers Co-op
223 E. 1st St.+ (319) 279-3396

Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

First National Bank
(319) 352-1340
www.myfnbbank.com

Flint Hills Resources
Fairbank 319-635-9404
Shell Rock 319-885-2012
www.fhr.com

Innovative Ag Services
24701 Oran St., Oran, I1A 50664
(319) 638-7551

Liddle-Ebert Ltd. - Randy & Dee Liddle
Farm Drainage
1196 Hilton Ave., Plainfield, IA 50666
(319) 275-4528 (319) 231-5590

Monsanto Dekalb/Asgrow -
Dave Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd.,
Fairbank, 1A (319) 230-1029

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. - (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098
Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St.« (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St.« (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President
303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717
smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm
Pioneer - Dean Buhr
2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, |A 50674
(563) 578-8104 - (319) 240-2432

Stine/LG Seeds - Greg Matthias
2765 270th St. - (319) 279-3811

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville « (319) 987-2801
Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner
Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. « (319) 279-3371

Attornens and,
Realtors

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law
209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 « Fax: (563) 578-1312
patdillon@50674law.com

Readlyn Chronicle

Joe Leehey Broker Associate
(319) 415-7349
joe@sulenticfischels.com
3510 Kimball Ave., Waterloo, IA 50702
Tel: (319) 234-5000 Fax: (319) 291-7000
www.sulenticfischels.com

Kurt R. Leistikow - Attorney at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D
Cedar Falls, 1A 50613
(319) 553-3400
kurt@llollc.net

Stumme, Collins, Gritters
& Epley, PLLC
Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, |IA 50622
Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533
louiehartman@netins.net
www.towncountryhome.com
215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA 50674
Connie Rochford, Broker
Office 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. - (319) 279-3785

Farmers Coop Service & Repair
2640 230th St. - (319) 279-3436

K.C. Auto Body, L.T.D.
1701 East Bremer Ave., Waverly
(319) 352-0881 « kcautobody@aol.com

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. - (319) 279-3307

mMmg and,
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing
and Excavation
1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Denver Heating & Cooling
120 Transit St., Denver
319.406.0000

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319.352.3917

Etringer Electric
Randy Etringer, cell 319-239-7063
shop 319-822-7794, fax 319-822-7337

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA
(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Snelling Construction
309 Railroad Ave., Tripoli
319.290.0256, 319.882.3498

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly
319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA
(319) 404-3518 - (319) 279-3518

Famidy Needs

Denver Drug and Photo
340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 - (800) 974-5691

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home

205 Highland Ave. - (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Quarter Ave. Storage
2310 Quarter Ave. (319) 240-1122

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., PO Box 249
(319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. - (319) 279-3321

RTC Communications
121 Main St.« (319) 279-3375

Willow Winds Assisted Living
121Bremer Ave., Denver
(319) 984-5867

?—0066 ﬂ.l'we
Restaurants

Fairbank Food Center
www.FairbankFoodCenter.com
Dolan & Kristi Burreson
102 4th St. N., Fairbank
(319) 635-2139

Inspired Luncheonette
314 Main St. (319) 279-3051

KT Shrimp Farm
101 1st St NW, Tripoli, lowa
(319) 483-8408

Sunrise Catering
201 Main St. (319) 279-4089

Hair and,
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn
Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

QWM,&
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
Office: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Farm Bureau - Jim Peters
Office (563) 578-8054
Office (319) 352-3667
Home (319) 279-3266

Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
408 W. Bremer Ave. Suite A, Waverly
(319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.
319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly - Cedar Falls - Denver
(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St.,, Readlyn, IA 50668
877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, |A
319-635-2526
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&
Nursery

Tiedt Nursery
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly
(319) 352-0418

Machine/Thactor
Repair

L&l Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave. (319) 279-3363

Nick’s Repair - 211 Malone Ave.,,
Readlyn, 1A - (319) 279-3517 or

(319) 269-5604 - Service & repair of small
engines & outdoor power equipment

Reiter Repair LLC
3501 E. Cedar Wapsie Rd., Waterloo
319-279-3876 - Cell 319-231-2452

RA Machine
2504 230th St.+ (319) 279-3161

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. « (319) 279-3539

S
Businesses

balance
Massage Therapy & Reiki
Sheila Rosengarten, LMT, RMT
136 Main St, Readlyn, IA (319)290-3392

Buhrow’s Floors N’ More

240 South State St., Denver, IA

(319) 984-5301 - (866) 984-5301
bfloorsnmore@msn.com

Cedar Valley Portables, LLC
Nashua « (319) 535-3456 or
cedarvalleyportables@gmail.com

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Owner: Darrin Siefken
107 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly
(319) 352-9129

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft
Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, 1A
(319) 635-2311 - (888) 282-9992
www.myerspolaris.com

Kibbles N Catnip
1308 W. 1st St., Sumner, 1A
319-327-4344

Newy’s Wireless Communications -
US Cellular - Jeff Neuendorf
1022 Skyler St., Denver (319) 240-7150

Panther Lanes
502 7th Ave. SW, Tripoli (319) 882-3753

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, lowa « (319) 635-2585

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, A
800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly
319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-4112

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA
319-882-4269
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Fairbank native receives 2019 Indie Book Award

Fairbank, Iowa native Betty Brandt Passick
announces her third book, Gangster in our
Midst (2017), was named a Top 100 Notable
Indie Book in the Shelf Unbound 2019 Indie
Best Awards competi-
tion. The novel tells the
neglected true story of
a middle-aged Italian
man, Louie La Cava,
who comes to Fairbank
(called “Oxbow” in the
book) in the early 1920s,
after marrying an area
farmgirl he met in Chi-
cago. Locals quickly
suspect he works for
Chicago Kingpin Al Ca-
pone. La Cava and his wife continue to fre-
quent the town off and on for the next 60 years.

Passick says she put a lot of effort into
writing a historically accurate story, and those
from the township and beyond will recognize
people, businesses, and landmarks. And there
is plenty of intrigue. Everyone is caught up in
Prohibition in one way or another, and unfold-
ing just under the surface is La Cava’s con-
nection to Capone. Whenever La Cava shows
up in the town, locals are left to wonder who
might have followed him and whether their
children might be caught up in a shoot-out on
Main Street.”

Passick interviewed about a dozen Fair-
bank locals for the book, many who were
young children when they had accompanied
La Cava to the Opera House to attend silent
films and talkies.

A
Betty Brandt
Passick

“I’m not sure why parents would let their
children in the ‘20s and ‘30s attend movies
with an alleged gangster, but those were dif-
ferent times,” she said.

“Verlie (Hahn) Trower, 99, was probably
my most interesting interviewee,” Passick
said. “She was the eldest daughter of Bill
Hahn, Fairbank’s town marshal for 33 years,
1916-1949. Verlie recalled the night at the
dinner table her father announced he had re-
ceived a police bulletin informing him ‘a bad
man was in the area...he’d robbed and shot
someone.” Within a short time, Louie La Cava
showed up on Main Street.”

Ninety years later, Fairbank residents still
didn’t know with any certainty whether La
Cava had worked for Capone. She found fac-
tual Capone-La Cava connections in Bureau
of Investigation/FBI and police reports, and in
newspaper accounts from across the country.

“The interviews with Fairbank locals be-
came the fictional piece of the book. These sto-
ries really happened, but perhaps not exactly
as I’ve told them,” she said.

“Verlie was born in Fairbank and never left.
It’s a good thing I got the interview with this
‘spitfire’ of a woman when I did,” Passick not-
ed, “as Verlie, along with two other long-time
residents she interviewed, had since passed
away. Verlie died in December 2018.”

Passick is the eldest daughter (of eight chil-
dren) of Wilbert and Doretta (Bartels) Brandt,
who moved their family of nine from a rented
farm southwest of Fairbank into the town in
the fall of 1956. She was nine years old at the
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Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668
(319) 279-3977
Pastor Philip Giradin
Sunday School 9 am
Divine Service 10 a.m.

St. Matthew Lutheran
Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street
Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Divine Parish Worship
at St. Matthews, 9:00 a.m.
Mid-week Service at Zion,
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.
Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668
(319) 279-3961
Pastor Philip Giradin
Worship 8:30 AM

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3643
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
Sunday Divine Worship Service 8:00 a.m.
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays
Mid-week Service Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.
Evening Circle 1st Thursday 6 p.m.

“I soon heard neighbors talk about the
town’s ‘gangster,” but I didn’t know what a
gangster was so I didn’t think anything more
about it,” she said.

As she and her two older brothers grew
into teenagers, they got town jobs. Her broth-
ers said they saw La Cava when he stopped by
Bentley’s Chevrolet (now Don’s Truck Sales)
and the Texaco station (now Myers Polaris).
Passick worked for Scott’s Café (formerly the
Coffin Café) on Main Street all during high
school. “I never waited on the gangster—that I
know of,” she said.

Passick graduated from Wapsie Valley
High School in the mid-’60s and married with-
in a couple years.

The marriage ended 15 years later and, with
two children, she relocated to St. Paul, Minn.

Although she has tackled a few projects in
the past, Passick didn't get serious about writ-
ing until retiring from a career as a project co-
ordinator for 3M Company.

With two historical books under her belt,
Passick was looking for a new book project in
2016. On her short list of book ideas was re-
searching Fairbank’s gangster.

“I wanted to know whether the stories lo-
cals had told me were fact versus folklore—
and what a story I found!” she said, adding:
"I wouldn't have predicted my first historical
crime novel to be about a gangster. Still, I had
a good time writing it.”

Passick launched Gangster in our Midst at
the Fairbank City Library on August 5, 2017,
the same site where in 2015 she launched We
Are Eight, a Memoriam, her family’s 400-page

book of history which traces four ancestral lin-
eages from Germany to America, the first ar-
riving in 1846. Each lineage eventually settled
in Bremer County, lowa. It took five years to
research and write this book.

Gangster in our Midst went through three
editions. As soon as Passick published the
book in 2017, people came ‘out of the wood-
work’ with additional stories about La Cava.
She rewrote several chapters and re-ordered
them to accommodate those stories for a sec-
ond edition. When the book wasn’t selling as
well as she thought it should on Amazon, she
hired a professional to create a new cover for
the third edition.

Still, Passick is considered a “one percent”
author for selling $5000 worth of books in the
first twelve months. Only one percent of au-
thors in America achieve this milestone.

“Iam very grateful for the Indie book award
for Gangster in our Midst. 1 acknowledged
Five Fairbank historians who helped with the
research for the novel, along with friends and
former neighbors —all who informed me I had
written a good story. A book award says the
book has literary merit. Mostly, I'm grateful
this Unknown Author has been given a chance
to earn positive regard in the eyes of the com-
munity at large," she said.

Passick is currently writing a sequel to
Gangster in our Midst, plus the screenplay.
Gangster in our Midst is available for $16.95
plus tax/shipping and handling through local
bookstores, Amazon, Walmart, Barnes and
Noble, or www.bettybrandtpassick.com.

His Hands

Food Pantry
5002 Main Street
Oran <
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM
Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Readlyn, Sumner,
Fairbank and Oran area residents

319-638-4357

== jHelping Hands
@ 7/ Clothing Closet
S0 % 2029Viking Ave.
f"..:.h‘.&-“". Hwy. V56 - Sumner
Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM
First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM

Brief application required;
providing FREE clothing to those in need

T e

Snelling Construction

New Construction

Concrete Work our Specialty
20 Years of Experience
309 Railroad Ave., Tripoli, IA

. 319.290.0256 * 319.882.3498
il
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Remodeling

L.

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave.

Call today to see how | make
insurance simple and can help you
protect what matters.

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

(] B

Waverly, IA
319-352-3667

fnswrance = Invesimenis

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, |A 50266, 877/860-2904, Member
SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+*, Western Agricultural Insurance Company+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West
Des Moines, IA . + Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC026-ML-1 (4-13)




