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Home of 857 Friendly People and One Old Grump

Readlyn Community Club Dinner and
Where? 

Readlyn Event Center
When? 

Saturday, March 28, 20/20
Social Hour ~ 5:30 PM

Dinner ~ 6:15 PM
Trivia ~ 7:45 PM
(Nonmembers are 

welcome to partic-
ipate for a $10 fee; 
members are free.)

Teams of 3 – 6; 
prizes: There will be 
first place, second place 
and special consolation 
prizes given.

For $30 per person 
or $50 for two/couple 
you can enjoy this fun 
evening with friends and family. The 
evening includes a double meat buffet 

with all of the fixings and beverages 
prepared by Sunrise Catering, you can 
participate in Trivia, and, bonus, you 
help fund the many community events 
because the fee includes your member-
ship to the Readlyn Community Club 
(RCC). In addition, you can vote on 
the Grump Days' T-shirt, select either 

Marlys Deterding or Larry Sauerbrei 
to be Readlyn's 20/20 Grump, 

and vote for the RCC officers 
for this year.

A huge shoutout to Dr. 
Bollman and Wolf Family 
Vision Center for donating 
decorations to enhance our 
theme.

   *To have fun with the 
20/20 theme, please consid-

er wearing your own festive 
eyeglasses.* 

Should you have old eyeglasses you no 
longer need, please drop them off at the 
library.

Breakfast 
fundraiser 
is March 1

The Readlyn Firefighter’s Association 
annual breakfast fundraiser is scheduled 
for Sunday, March 1, 2020 at The Water-
ing Hole-Event Center, Main St., Readlyn, 
Iowa. 

Serving will be from  8:00 AM to 1:00 
PM and take-outs will also be available.

The menu includes scrambled eggs, 
smoked sausage patties, rinderwurst, 
French toast, cinnamon rolls, toast, juice, 
coffee and milk.

Free-will donations will be accepted at 
the door. 

All proceeds from this breakfast will be 
used towards funding the betterment of 
the Readlyn Volunteer Fire Department.  

The firemen thank you for your contin-
ued support, it is greatly appreciated!

Readlyn Firefighter’s Association is a 
501c3 non-profit organization.

Save local lives at 
next Blood Drive 
Friday, March 6

The next Denver/Readlyn Communi-
ty Blood Drive is Friday, March 6, from 
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM at the Denver Com-
munity Center, 100 Washington Street.

Schedule a lifesaving appointment on-
line at www.lifeservebloodcenter.org or 
contact 800.287.4903

Save time while saving lives with 
QuickPass! You can now fill out your do-
nor history questionnaire the day of your 
donation from the comfort of wherever 
you are on your phone, tablet or computer. 
lifeservebloodcenter.org/quickpass

This blood drive is sponsored by St. Pe-
ter Lutheran Church. Bring a valid form of 
identification, such as your donor ID card 
or driver’s license.

Freedom Rock  
Dedication 
Sunday, June 14,  

Flag Day
in the early afternoon

All the towns in Bremer County are working 
together for this event, so everything will be 
free.

• Golf carts will be needed.
• Volunteers will be needed.
• A flyover is possible.
• Food will be available.
If you can assist in any way, please contact 

David Wittenburg at 319-269-7192 or da-
vidruthw@gmail.com. 
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BUILDING TRUST. DELIVERING SOLUTIONS.

BUSINESS & PERSONAL

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

RISK MANAGEMENT & MORE!

AGRIBUSINESS SOLUTIONS

Get local expertise and the service you deserve 
from The Accel Group’s dedicated team!

Serving clients across Iowa with offices in 
Cedar Rapids | Waverly | Cedar Falls

319.483.4854 | acceladvantage.com Proud to 
partner with:

CROP, FARM, LIVESTOCK

Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Anna Richards

Notice to readers and advertisers
The January Readlyn Chronicle did not have full color on all pages last month as 

usual. There was a last minute press maintenance glitch that made it impossible to run 
all the pages in color. Everything should be back to normal this month. We apologize 
for any inconvenience.

Send news of your club, organization 
or church to the Readlyn Chronicle at:
 ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

Mondays – Novel Knitters 6:00 PM at the library
Sunday, March 1: Readlyn Firefighter’s Association Annual Breakfast 

Fundraiser, 8 AM –1 PM, take-outs available – Free-will Donation, Readlyn 
Event Center

Wednesday, March 4: Ages 6-12 ReCon, Ozobots – STEM Learning 
Playtime at the Library 3-4 PM

Saturday, March 7: Pepper tournament, 2:00 PM, at the Watering Hole 
Tuesday, March 10: Coloring at the library 1:00-3:00 PM
Thursday, March 12: 5 PM deadline for March 25 Readlyn Chronicle
Wednesday, March 18: Grump Committee Meeting, 7:00 PM, at Inspired
Thursday, March 19: Foot Clinic at the Library 10:30 AM
Saturday, March 28: Readlyn Community Club Annual Dinner Meeting and 

Trivia, starts at 5:30 PM, Readlyn Event Center
Monday, March 30: Readlyn Historical Society Meeting 7:00 PM in the 

Historical Building
Thursday, April 16: RCC Meeting

The new year has been flying by. It's 
hard to believe that I only have three 
months left of school. All of the seniors 
have been busy getting scholarships done 
and figuring out where they want to go to 
college. Several of the seniors have signed 
their letter to play sports in college. Con-
grats to Kiks Rosengarten, Kaci Beeseck-
er, and Tanner Blaylock who will be con-
tinuing their athletic career! 

Best of luck to Dawson Schmit who 
will be competing at State Wrestling this 
week. I am also looking forward to going 
down and watching my cousins that will 
be wrestling individually and in team du-
als for Denver. 

The boys’ basketball team was sched-

uled to play on Thursday, February 20 — 
good luck to them! 

My senior season of basketball is now 
over and I already miss it, but I have kept 
very busy getting ready for sub-districts 
for FFA. I will be competing in Program 
of Activities this year. Sub-districts is on 
February 26 at Hawkeye Community Col-
lege. We have many people participating 
in CDE’s and LDE’s this year. If you ar-
en’t busy, it is a great way to support our 
FFA chapter and is really interesting to 
watch. The FFA will be hosting their an-
nual omelet breakfast at the Readlyn El-
ementary on March 22. I hope to see you 
all there. 

I hope everyone has a great spring!

Wapsie Valley Student Council 
to sponsor blood drive

Wapsie Valley High School gym will be 
the located for a Blood Drive on Wednes-
day, March 25, from 12:00 to 5:15 p.m. 
The school is located at 2535 Viking Ave., 
Fairbank.

For an appointment, please call the 
school at 638-6711 or visit redcrossblood.
org. This event is sponsored by Wapsie 

Valley Student Council.
By donating  at this blood drive, you are 

helping one or more graduating seniors 
earn a scholarship!

You can save up to 15 minutes when 
you donate blood by using RapidPass! 
Visit redcrossblood.org/RapidPass for 
more information.

The Wapsie Valley Junior Class Student Ambassadors are hosting a 

Vendor/Craft Fair 
as a fundraiser for this year's Grand March and Prom. 

Wapsie Valley High School Main Gym
Saturday, March 21
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

If you are interested in participating in this event as a vendor or want 
more information, please contact Andrea at 

Abuehler@wapsievalleyschools.org or (319) 242-2618.
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Readlyn Community Happenings

His Hands Pantry open Tues., Fri.
His Hands Food Pantry, serving the 

communities of Denver, Fairbank, Freder-
ika, Oran, Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate, provides food assistance to 
those in need. His Hands is open Tuesdays 

5:00 - 8:00 PM and Fridays from 9:00 AM 
- 12 noon. 

The Food Pantry is located at 5001 Main 
Street, Oran. For more information, call 
(319) 638-4357.

Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

1004 E. Bremer Ave.
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

Sunrise Catering
Jim Collins

• Full Service Catering
• Weddings
• Special Events
• Company Picnics

PO Box 190
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-4089
(319) 961-8610

www.Sunrise-Catering.com

Readlyn Firefighter’s Association 
Annual Breakfast Fundraiser 

 

Sunday, March 1, 2020 
 

The Watering Hole- Event Center, Main St. Readlyn, Iowa 

                   

Serving 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
(Take Outs Available) 

 

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Smoked Sausage Patties, Rinderwurst, 
French Toast, Cinnamon Rolls, Toast, Juice, Coffee, Milk. 

 

Freewill Donation at Door  
 

All proceeds will be used towards funding the betterment of 
The Readlyn Volunteer Fire Department.   

 

  
 

“Thank you for your continued support, it is greatly 
appreciated!” 

 

Readlyn Firefighter’s Association: 501c3 Non-profit Organization est. 2012 

Auxiliary meets February 11
The Wayne Teisinger V.F.W. Auxiliary 

#5661 met February 11, 2020 at the home 
of Verdeen Pavelec with 5 members pres-
ent. The meeting opened with prayer and 
the Pledge of Allegiance. The minutes and 
treasurer’s reports were read and accept-
ed. The General Orders and Chairman re-
ports were read and accepted. 

A motion was made by Wilda Albrecht 
and 2nd by Verdeen Pavelec to accept the 
January 15 audit report. Carried. 

Volunteer hours were tuned in. Twelve 
Legislative letters were mailed to Sena-
tors for a bill for veterans, and two emails. 

Charlie Albrecht came and filled us in 
about the dedication of the Freedom Rock 
on June 14. 

We got year-end reports to fill out. 
A motion was made by Marjorie Mack-

en and seconded by Wilda Albrecht to ad-
journ. Carried. Closed with prayer. Host-
ess Verdeen Pavelec.

Scholarships awarded to area seniors
The Bremer County Corn and Soybean 

Association held their annual banquet 
at the Waverly Area Veterans Post on 
Wednesday, January 29.

Recognition was given to members of 
the 2019 Ag School Class. This is a pro-
gram to connect the public with modern 
agriculture. Bremer County has had suc-
cess with this program the last two years 
and will begin the 2020 class soon. Class-
es are held, but students also are hosted by 
local farmers during planting and harvest 
season. Thank you to all who volunteer for 
this program.

Agriculture trivia was also played. Top-
ics covered were Kernels of Truth, Food 
Dollar, Top 10 Ag Products, etc. It was fun 

and very informative.
Three scholarships were awarded to the 

following:
Cole Neil, son of Todd and Alisa Neil 

and a student at Wapsie Valley High 
School.

Hanna Miller, daughter of Tim Miller 
and Tamara Miller, also a student at Wap-
sie.

Nathan Eggena, son of Joan and the late 
Kenneth Eggena, a student at Denver High 
School.

The Bremer County Corn and Soybean 
Association wishes these students suc-
cessful futures. They also would like to 
thank everyone who came and supports 
agriculture.

Verdeen Pavelec to 
note 85th birthday

Verdeen Pavelec will celebrate her 85th 
birthday with a family dinner on March 
15 at The Watering Hole, Readlyn.

Verdeen was born March 16, 1935, in 
Buck Creek, to Leo and Mildred West-
endorf. She married Reinhold "Bunny" 
Pavelec January 9, 1955. He passed away 
June 16, 1998.

Her family includes children Larry 
and Vicki Pavelec of Readlyn, Steven 
and Sheryl Pavelec of New Hartford, 
Kathleen and Robert Thiele of Waterloo, 
and Connie and Phil Fleshner of Janes-
ville, as well as six grandchildren and ten 
great-grandchildren.

Birthday greetings may be mailed to 
Verdeen at 425 Lobeck Avenue, Readlyn, 
IA 50668.

Scholarship recipients are, left to right, Cole Neil, Hanna Miller and Nathan Eggena.

Verdeen Pavelec
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Thank you for  
your generosity 

Patrick Brodigan 
Nancy Lockard 

Tina Ristau 

Cash Memorials 

********************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Winter Weather Advisory 
 
Although the library rarely closes, Io-
wa’s winter months can be notoriously 
unpredictable. 
We may be closing unexpectedly due 
to road conditions and travel adviso-
ries.  
In severe weather, we urge you to call 
the library (319-279-3432) to make 
sure we are open. 
Closings will be announced on KWWL 
and Facebook page. 

Color Us C reative 
JOIN US   

Tuesday, March 10th  
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

Foot Clinics Are 
Back 

 
 The Bremer County Health De-

partment have began having foot 
clinics at the Readlyn Library on 

the 3rd Thursday of every month.   
 

 

 

Phone and Fax: 319-279-3432 Email: readlynlib@gmail.com Website:  www.readlyn.lib.ia.us 

Hours: 

Monday 10:00 - 7:00 

Tuesday 10:00 -5:00 

Wednesday 10:00 -5:00 

Thursday 10:00 - 7:00 

Friday 10:00 -5:00 

Saturday 9:00 - 12:00 

We are Empty Without You! 
 
Do you have any interesting hobbies or collections you 
would like to share?  Please ask us about having a month 
long showcase in the library display.  This is a great oppor-
tunity to share an interesting passion with the community.   

What We Are Reading 

Readlyn Reads - Book Talk 
 

March's title: Kitchens of the Great Midwest by Ryan Stradal 
Pick up a copy at the  library and join us for discussion on March 27th 

From the New York Times bestselling author of The Lager Queen of Min-
nesota, Kitchens of the Great Midwest is a novel about a young woman 
with a once-in-a-generation palate who becomes the iconic chef behind 
the country’s most coveted dinner reservation.   

 

                   Tina 

Westering Women by Sandra Dallas is a histor ical fiction novel that tells the story of a group 
of women who are traveling west to California by covered wagon and oxen to find husbands. 
They’re accompanied by two pastors, and as the story unfolds the women encounter struggles and 
challenges that they face head on.  There are a few twists to this story, as well as some suspense and 
heartache. 
 
Recipe For a Perfect Wife by Karma Brown –  Alice and her husband have moved to the suburbs. 
Shortly after moving in Alice locates a cookbook from the previous owner, Nellie.  The story moves 
back and forth between Alice (in the present) and Nellie (in the 1950s), as both women struggle to 
realize their hopes and dreams.  I loved the 50s setting and the nostalgic feel, but there’s some sus-
pense as well.  I rooted for Nellie to find happiness, and groaned inwardly at Alice’s decisions, but I 
could not put this book down until I had turned the last page. 

Patrick 

PreFense - The 90% Advantage by Steve Tarani: a professional educator, author and keynote 
speaker has served the U.S. Defense, Law Enforcement, and Intelligence communities for over 25 
years as a respected Protective Programs subject matter expert and service provider. Preventative De-
fense or PreFense is a holistic approach to your personal security (and that of your friends and fami-
ly). Situational awareness is a vital skill being lost in our society. While you cannot predict exactly 
when or where a violent encounter will occur, it is not only possible but critically important to recog-
nize and understand how a potential event may manifest. It is this recognition and understanding that 
gives individuals an advantage in avoiding or stopping a threat.  The purpose of this book is to pro-
vide you with a situational awareness blueprint to help identify threats before they occur, arming you 
with the tools necessary to prevent, avoid, or stop an attack.  It succeeds at this and more with a 
wealth of information, an easy to read (and understand format), and near checklist level efficiency.   

In Memory of Renee Bates 
Barbara Meyer 

 
Visit Our New Webpage! 

https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us/ 

New DVDs  

The Addams Family 
Maleficent - Mistress of Evil 

Abominable 
Harriet 

Zombieland - Double Tap 
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Readlyn, Long Ago
Compiled by Bob Thran

Readlyn Wins State Semi-Pro Baseball Tournament
Captures Baseball Crown in Four Decisive Bouts

The State semi-pro baseball tournament  
opened in Des Moines Friday evening, 
July 21, 1933, with 23 teams competing 
for championship  honors. Readlyn was 
one of the teams to draw a bye and did 
not get into action until Thursday evening, 
July 27, when they met and defeated In-
dianola by a score of 6-3, thus moving to 
the state quarterfinals. Bulgren, living up 
to his strikeout reputation, fanned 14, only 
allowing them four hits, three of them 
proving to be scratches.

In the quarterfinals Saturday night, July 
29, Readlyn was paired with  Guttenberg 
Lakeside Giants and this team proved 
their hardest competition as the game was 
hard-fought, Readlyn winning 3-2. Bul-
gren pitched this game, wiffing 9, while 
Finch, the opposing pitcher, was able to 
fan three batters.

The semi-finals were played on Sunday 
afternoon, July 30, and Readlyn opposed 
Charles City. Readlyn went on a batting 
rampage and upset the 1932 champions 
in a wild and woolly game and, when the 

slugfest was over and the smoke of bat-
tle cleared. they had safely tucked the 
game in their bag by taking the long end 
of a 14-to-9 count. Frank was the twirler 
striking out three and allowing ten hits.  
The opposing pitchers had their offerings 
knocked all over the lot.

The championship was played Sunday 
with the Osceola Indians and Bulgren was 
in the box for Readlyn and proved once 
more the right to the title of strikeout artist 
and pitched his team to the State semi-pro 
baseball crown. He proved too much for 
Indianola who were unable to solve his 
delivery with the result that 15 whiffed the 
empty air and only four received hits.

The Readlyn batters meantime discov-
ered the vulnerable spots in the Osceola 
pitching staff and put the run on three 
Osceola pitchers. Readlyn was easily the 
victor in this game by a score of 10-to-3 
which decided the State semi-pro champi-
onship for 1933.

And so the championship  title goes to 
Readlyn, a fact of which the entire town 

and community and neighboring  towns 
are justly proud and, when the news was 
relayed by telephone to the local people,  
the first thought was to do something to 
prove their pride in their team's achieve-
ments. Mr. Zahn painted a large "Wel-
come Home" sign which was stretched 
across the street. Monday afternoon a 
close tab was kept when to expect the 
boys home.  When the sign was given, 
bells rang, the fire whistle shrieked and 
auto horns blew, the band played and a 
large crowd watched eagerly for the first 
glimpse of the champions. After they ar-
rived, several selections were played by 
the local band under the leadership of E. 
C. Stumme, and then the team and their 
manager, Erich Poock, were asked to get 
out of their cars and the various players in-
troduced. Applause greeted each member 
of the team and then, with a few appropri-
ate remarks, Mayor August F. Meyerhoff 
presented the keys to the Town of Readlyn 
to Mr. Poock after which the players were 
taken to Klemp's Beer Garden and treated.

In the evening the team directors, busi-
nessmen and several ladies banqueted the 
boys to a chicken dinner in Wolf's Hall 
where a number of speeches of congratu-
lation were made to which members of the 
team responded. The concluding event of 
the festivities was a dance in Wolf's Hall 
which lasted until1:00 a.m.

~Lou and Grace Sherman—Readlyn 
Chronicle, August 3, 1933

Great Event 
In Readlyn 
History

The championship was won in 1933. 
The stock market crashed in 1929 and we 
were four years into the Great Depres-
sion. The players were gone 5 nights. To 
be able to afford playing in the tourna-
ment. my mother said that the team and 
wives camped in tents in a Des Moines 
park. They also took most of their food 
with them. Four players were added to the 
Readlyn roster: Bullet Bulgren, St Lucas; 
Dick Chandler, Nashua; Ted Franks, St. 
Paul, MN; Sertich, ?.

I often heard Herb Wittenburg laugh-
ingly tell that on the same Sunday Read-
lyn won the championship game in Des 
Moines, the Readlyn "B" team played 
Tripoli at Tripoli and, what a surprise, the 
Readlyn "B" team won. The only players 
that I recall who played on the "B" team 
against Tripoli were Christ Muehlenhaupt 
at first base and Herb Wittenburg, pitch-
ing. Herb was the master of the submarine 
pitch.

Winning the state semi-pro baseball 
championship was one of the biggest, if 
not the biggest, events in Readlyn history. 
I was only four years old at the time, but I 
heard it often discussed in later years. Al-
most every town in Iowa had a baseball 
team and, on Sunday afternoons in sum-
mer, you would find a crowd at the ball-
park. The Readlyn baseball diamond, in 
1933, was located south of the creamery 
over the railroad tracks in Paul Meyer-
hoff's field.

A bigger feat occurred earlier in 1933  
when the town of Dunkerton won the 
Iowa State Boy's Basketball Tournament. 
In 1933, A and B classes were  thrown 
together in the state tournament, thus  
Dunkerton prevailed over the largest 
schools in the state. The Gaddis brothers, 
Wayne and Wally, led the team  to the 
championship.

Des Moines 
Register's 
Sec Taylor 
Comments

The recent state semi-pro tournament  
brought out the fact, just as the 1933 state 
high school basketball tournament, that 
the athletic teams from the larger towns 
and cities are not invulnerable; that the 
small town teams, if they play the game 
properly, can prevail.

Dunkerton, a Cass B team, won the 
high school  championship and Readlyn, 
a neighbor of Dunkerton, showed some of 
the highly touted teams a thing or two in 
the state baseball tournament, by upset-
ting all opponents and winning the title.

Readlyn won convincingly, although 
it left much to be desired in the way of 
base-running. The new champions must 
have lost 10, possibly more, runs through 
timidness on the bases. But they offset this 
fault by their heavy hitting. Unlike many 
semi-pro clubs, they did not slash at the 
ball unless it was over the plate and, when 
the opposing hurler was forced to come in 
with it, they socked it.

Of course, the great pitching of Bullet 
Bulgren was the greatest factor in Read-
lyn's triumph, but, in two of the three 
games the champions played, they scored 
enough runs to win with most any hurl-
er working for them. One of the unusual 
features of the meet was the fact that the 
most highly touted pitchers failed to de-
liver, with the single exception of Bulgren 
who proved to be all that been predicted 
of him.

Front  row, left  to right, Wittenburg, Sertich, Strumpel, Mantz, Anderson, Meier, Gehrke. Back row, Chandler, Thran, Franh, Diekmann, 
Youngblud, Bulgren, Poock. Photo courtesy of the Des Moines  Register

Cleaning chickens for the banquet honoring the returning baseball players from the 
state tournament were, left to right, Harold Miller, Henry Schumacher, Paul Matthias, 
Herb Pries and Herman Thran. Photo contributed
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News from Community Lutheran School

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL 
March 2nd – 8th  

celebrates 

 
Community Lutheran School gives thanks to God for the opportunity to provide excellent academic 
preparation for the children they serve and for the opportunity to share Jesus’ amazing love with 
students and their families.  

 “Joy:Fully Lutheran” is the theme for the 2020 National Lutheran Schools Week celebration. The 
associated scripture verse is 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 which says: 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is 
good. Abstain from every form of evil. Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may 
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls 
you is faithful; he will surely do it.” 

 

We are proud of our girls Wildcat basketball team!  Thank you to Coach Megan and Coach John Schutte for 
encouraging our student athletes to learn new skills and work as a team!  Give God the glory! 

Community Lutheran School celebrat-
ed National School Choice Week!  In our 
small, great town of Readlyn, we are proud 
to offer a choice in education. Community 
Lutheran School proudly offers a quality 
Christian learning environment for stu-
dents preschool through sixth grade!   Giv-
ing children the opportunity to be educated 
in a place that best meets their educational 
needs sparks the joy of learning and turns 
them into lifelong learners. www.communi-
tylutheranschool.com.
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News from Community Lutheran School

Email Your Registration Form 
mschutte@communitylutheranschool.com 

facebook.com/clsreadlyniowa 
Find us on Facebook for Additional Registration Forms 

Community Lutheran School 
Sixth Annual Heat the Gym Tournament 

 
 

9:00 AM Team Registration 9:30 AM Games Begin 
 

  

2020 Highlights 
Come Hungry!! 

  Different styles of dodgeball 
games! 

  Those delicious deep fried Oreos 
and so much more! 

Event Details 
Get Your Team Ready!! 
Tournament Overview: 

  Up to 6 players per team
 $30 entry fee per team 
  Registration Deadline is March 20 
  All teams will play in the same 
bracket 

  Player age is 3rd grade to 100+ 
 

  
 

 
 

Kids Free Play 
Kindergarten – 2nd Grade 
 No team needed 
 No experience needed 
 Just dress to play! 

Saturday, April 4, 2020 2681 Quail Avenue, Readlyn, IA 50668 

KIBBLES N CATNIP
PET GROOMING, LLC

319-327-4344
Treats, Bubbles and TLC!!

Full Service Grooming for dogs and cats
Carla Schwerin

1308 W. 1st Street
Sumner, Iowa 50674

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA
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News from Wapsie Valley Elementary

319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

223 E. 1st Street • Readlyn, IA
Phone 319-279-3396
Email: readcoop@netins.net

Farmers Coop  
 

 
 
 

Save local lives. 
Denver/Readlyn Community 

Blood Drive 
 

Friday, March 6, 2020 
 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

Denver Community Center  
100 Washington Street 

 
YOU make a difference in YOUR community. Giving local matters. Your support matters. 

Schedule your lifesaving appointment online at 
www.lifeservebloodcenter.org or  

contact 800.287.4903  
 

Save time while saving lives with QuickPass!  
You can now fill out your donor history questionnaire  
the day of your donation from the comfort of 
wherever you are on your phone, tablet or computer.  
lifeservebloodcenter.org/quickpass 

 
This blood drive is sponsored by 

St. Peter Lutheran Church 
 

Please bring a valid form of identification, such as your donor ID card or driver’s license. 

 

Readlyn preschoolers 
playing Freeze Tag in P.E.
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Readlyn Community Happenings

Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell  319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family

Farm Bureau Financial Services 
opens new office in Readlyn

Farm Bureau Financial Services agent 
Lynne Bellile has opened a new office at 
222 Main Street in Readlyn. 

Bellile looks for-
ward to continuing 
to provide great ser-
vice from this new 
location. Business 
hours for the Read-
lyn Service Cen-
ter office will be 9 
AM-5 PM, Monday 
through Friday. Ap-
pointments for assis-
tance with insurance 
or financial services 

can be made by calling 319-279-4001 or 
lynne.bellile@fbfs.com.

The opening of the Readlyn office pro-
vides convenience to Farm Bureau client/
members in the area and makes it possi-
ble for Bellile to help more people protect 
what matters most. In addition to the new 
Readlyn office, Bellile will continue to 
serve her clients around the state of Iowa. 

Securities & services offered through FBL Mar-
keting Services, LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West 
Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. 
Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Com-
pany+*, Western Agricultural Insurance Compa-
ny+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West 
Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates *Company providers of 
Farm Bureau Financial Services.Lynne Bellile

Pepper tournament 
will be held March 
7 at Watering Hole

The monthly pepper tournament was 
held at the Readlyn Library on Saturday, 
February 1. The winners and their scores 
were:

1st Place: Joan Matthias and Matt Brun-
scheon - 230

2nd Place: Don Childs and Dave 
Schumacher - 180

3rd Place: Lois Ganske and Grace 
Kuethe - 176

4th Place: Karan Boevers and Shirley 
Kuker - 171

Thank you to those who played. The 
next pepper tournament will be Saturday, 
March 7 at 2:00 P.M. at the Watering Hole.  
Entry fee is $3.00. Bring a partner. 

Readlyn Historical 
Society will meet 
Mon., March 30

Readlyn Historical Society will be 
meeting on Monday, March 30, at 7:00 
PM in the historical building. If anyone 
would like to join us, please do as we need 
members to help keep our program going.

We would like to thank Bob Thran for 
all the interesting articles he has written 
for the Readlyn Chronicle. He approached 
the historical members with his ideas and 
we fully supported him. The museum will 
have a collection of all of his articles. 
We truly appreciate what you have done 
Bob  — thank you. We are always told 
how people from other towns enjoy read-
ing them as well as the Readlyn residents. 
Keep up the good work and thanks again.

Real estate, mobile home 
property taxes due by March 31
By Sue Shonka, Bremer County Treasurer 

Bremer County property owners are re-
minded that the March 2020 property tax-
es are due. Payments can be made in the 
Bremer County Treasurer’s Office at 415 E. 
Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA, Monday through 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., or mailed. 

To avoid penalty, payments must be re-
ceived in the office or postmarked before 
April 1, 2020. Delinquent taxes accrue at 
the rate of 1.5% per month, rounded to the 
nearest whole dollar, minimum $1.00 per 
parcel. If you would like a receipt, enclose 
a self-addressed stamped envelope. 

Property taxes can be paid online at 
www.iowatreasurers.org with E-Check, 
Discover, MasterCard or Visa. If paying 
with a credit or debit card, a non-refund-
able service delivery fee is applicable. 

You can find your March 2020 property 
tax amount due, receipt number or pay-
ment made date at beacon.schneidercorp.
com.

Are You Getting The State 

Credits You Deserve? 
Disabled & Senior Citizens Low In-

come Credit: To qualify you must be 65 
or older or totally disabled with gross in-
come of less than $23,810.00. The Proper-
ty Tax Credit Claim form must be filed in 
the treasurer’s office before June 1, 2020. 
Contact the treasurer’s office at 319-352-
0242, for information regarding this cred-
it.

Homestead Credit: Contact the Asses-
sor’s Office at 319-352-0145 with ques-
tions.

Military Exemption Credit: Contact 
the Assessor’s Office at 319-352-0145 
with questions.

Business Property Tax Credit: Con-
tact the Assessor’s Office at 319-352-0145 
with questions.

Please feel free to contact the Bremer 
County Treasurer’s Office at 319-352-
0242 or by email sshonka@co.bremer.
ia.us if you have any questions or con-
cerns.

Bremer County Fair Board meets 
4th Monday of the month

The Bremer County Fair Board 
would like to make the public aware 
that, at 7:30 PM on the 4th Monday 
of every month during their regular 
business meeting, there will be an op-
portunity to hear updates, ask ques-

tions and learn more about the new 
fairgrounds project. 

The Bremer County Fair Board meets 
from November through April in Tripoli 
at the Extension Office, then May through 
October in the 4-H Building at Waverly.

Email news to:
ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

Grant Writing 101 scheduled for 
Thursday, March 5 in Denver

Representatives of nonprofits, local 
government, schools and other organiza-
tions are encouraged to register for Grant 
Writing 101, which will be presented from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 5 at 
the Denver Public Library, 100 Washing-
ton Street, Denver, IA.

Grant Writing 101 will provide hands-
on training in seeking and writing suc-
cessful grant applications. The program is 
being sponsored  by Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach – Bremer County 
and Denver Public Library.

Fee for the workshop is $25; a light 
meal will be provided at the start of the 
program. Registration is required by 
March 3 at the Bremer County Extension 
office (319-882-4292) or the Denver Pub-
lic Library (319-984-5140).

Participants are encouraged to bring a 
laptop, iPad or tablet device to the work-
shop, if they have one available.

Grant Writing 101 will be presented 
by Jane Nolan Goeken, Community and 
Economic Development Specialist with 
ISU Extension and Outreach. Goeken has 
more than 30 years of experience writ-
ing and reviewing grant applications and 
working with various federal, state, local 
and private foundation grant programs. 
She will assist workshop participants in 
exploring various public and private fund-
ing sources, and provide instruction and 
tips on planning projects and writing suc-
cessful grant applications. 

For more information about the work-
shops, contact Goeken at jngoeken@
iastate.edu or 712-240-2504.
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KT SHRIMP FARM

Like us on Facebook or check out our website on Google!

101 1st St., Tripoli, IA
(behind the Welcome Center)

USE THIS AD FOR $1.00 OFF PER POUND
ON YOUR NEXT SHRIMP PURCHASE
Open Thursdays 6-8 pm; Sat. 10-12

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

Farmers Coop Service & Repair 
now o� ers 

air conditioning 
recharging 
for cars and trucks

Give us a call!
319-279-3436

READLYN
THROUGH THE YEARS

By Genevieve Schrage

The Ins and Outs of Balesville
Most of us have never heard of Bales-

ville, but all we had to do is ask, “Do 
you recognize “Deadman’s Corner?” Of 
course!!

In 1947, there was a man who moved 
into this area, who wanted to invoke a 
huge change. His name was not familiar, 
but it would soon be on many minds when 
the name was introduced. The name of 
Rex Bales soon became a household word 
after all the unforeseen things were about 
to happen.

Rex had bought the Seegers’ farm estate 
on the southwest section of “Deadman’s 
Corner,” initially. Then he gradually add-
ed land on each of the other three corners. 
His main endeavor was to build aerials, 
and all with a cheap vision. 

He had moved from the New Hart-
ford area, and had accumulated moderate 
wealth during World War Two, by ques-
tionable means, and envisioned putting 
this money to work for him at this point.

Among his first ambitions was build-
ing a cement block shelter to be used 
for a gas station, along with a restaurant. 
These buildings were a little ways south 
of a rural school building, which had been 
in use in Bremer County up to that time. 
This was one of the last, newest school 
buildings — (Maxfield Township)—that 
had been built. It was soon to be sold and 
used elsewhere. Three years later, in 1950, 
Rex sought himself a wife — Helen was 
a worker.

It was about this time that Rex bought 
the old frame building at the Bremer 
County Home—1950. He had prepared, 
somewhat, for the Home. He had built 
several basement foundations. Then he 
started the move after the cement blocks 
were laid. These were three large sections 
to be moved separately, so it created quite 
a scene, coming down busy Highway U.S. 
63 for 3 1/2 miles.  

The first section collapsed as it was cen-
tered onto its foundation. Tragedy hit the 
second section in about the same way, but 
the third one and last section survived for 
many years—it was to become a grocery 
store, but no one saw any groceries go in 
or out of the building.

In the meantime, there were several 
small buildings, homes-to-be, moved onto 
the residential property, and occupied for 
a number of years — even a new house 
had been built and a decent older home 
had been moved in.

For a year or two, a temporary hut had 
been set up to display fresh produce during 
the summer months; however, the quality 
did not meet the standard that the Rich-
mann produce stand had shown for many, 
many years, prior to the Bales’ stand; and 
the Richmann stand, which stood at the 
opposite corner, continued on.

It was only a couple years before the 
horse business began in a big way, but it 
was not very prominent in the very begin-
ning. Only a couple years after Rex had 
built-up on the east side, he started on the 

west side, where he transformed the big 
barn into a lumber yard. He also had build-
ings in that area to “house” ailing horses. 
They also had quite a number of Bantam 
chickens, besides the standard breeds.

Rex brought in truckloads of horses—
he had up to 150 head at one time. His 
specialty was Appaloosa. He put separate 
bunches in different areas of his land. 
They farmed only a very small area. They 
made hay for the winter months along the 
road ditches.

Then strangers passed through Bales-
ville—that’s what the neighbors called 
it. Most “outsiders” knew it to be “Dead-
man’s Corner,” and locals in the county 
called it “The Big Corner.”

A race track was built in 1962 on part 
of the many acres, and plans were made to 
bring life back into Balesville by having 
big-time horse races every week during 
the warm months, but horse racing never 
came alive. Many people waited for ac-
tion, but nothing happened.

As time went by, each individual cre-
ation at Balesville reached its death knell 
in due time, and had to be abandoned. The 
Highway Commission punished the Bales 
for not abiding, according to the laws of 
the state, so they took out the parking 
spaces in front of the restaurant and fill-

ing station. The station had to close. The 
restaurant had parking space available 
elsewhere, so it continued on for many 
more years. It had provided a good living 
for a number of families until it had to 
close after it was destroyed in a devastat-
ing fire.

The number of equine was decreasing 
as the years went by, and more and more 
pasture was converted to cropland. Rex 
passed away and Helen, who was 18 years 
younger, became sole owner. She was 
glad to get rid of the few remaining hors-
es. She could now devote her time to get-
ting rid of the accumulated junk. She had 
gotten notice of the big change to come at 
Balesville. Hoping that she could remain 
at the corner, she had the old farmhouse 
torn down, and a new house built on the 
same spot. It was eventually moved west 
of Denver, but Helen bought a house in 
Waverly — the house was quite recog-
nizable after a while. In the summertime, 
sunflowers covered the picture window. It 
was only a couple years and no more sun-
flowers — Helen passed away, and so had 
Balesville.

We’ll never know that Balesville was 
ever there—the “stop” signs are all gone, 
and the “rest stop” between Readlyn and 
Waverly is gone forever.

Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301
www.frederikabank.com
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A move to Willow Winds is more 
than a change of address. It’s a 
Community that ensures peace 
of mind. 

Amenities included for all tenants:
~Three home cooked meals a day                   
~Medication reminders
~Housekeeping and Laundry                             
~Emergency call pendants
~Activities                                                             
~Resident Assistant on site 24/7
~Cable & Utilities                                                 
~Nurse on call 24/7
~Wi-Fi access

www.WillowWindsDenver.com

121 Bremer Avenue
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5867

Come home to
Willow Winds

Assisted Living

Looking for people who are young at heart and wanting to let someone 
else deal with the day-to-day? Bring your home to our home.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

Farm Bureau Health Plan is  
making health coverage more 
affordable for more Iowans.

ENROLLMENT IS 
OPEN YEAR-ROUND!
Contact me today:

Iowans are saving as much  
as 50% on their monthly premiums

Agent photo

Agent info

Lynne Bellile
222 Main St
Readlyn
(319) 279-4001
(515) 249-8997 Cell
https://lynnebellile.fbfsagents.com

Plans underwritten by Farm Bureau Health Benefit Plan, LLC. This coverage is not required to
comply with certain federal or state market requirements for health insurance, including the
Affordable Care Act (ACA) and is not considered “minimum essential coverage” under the
ACA. FBHP05 (5-19)

Fish Fry coming up at 
American Legion, Fairbank

A Fish Fry is planned for the American 
Legion Hall in Fairbank, this Friday, Feb-
ruary 28, from 5-7 PM.

The meal will include: Alaskan Pollock 
fish, baked potatoes, baked beans, French 
fries, coleslaw, rolls, dessert, coffee and 
lemonade.

Other events are as follows:
March 13 

Community Club Fish Fry

American Legion Hall 5 -7 PM
Alaskan Pollock fish, baked potatoes, 

French fries, Ted’s Tators, baked beans, 
coleslaw, rolls, dessert, coffee and lem-
onade; 50/50 draw raffle and door prizes; 
Adults $10, Children $5.

April 13 IC Church Hall 
5 -7:30 PM; Alaskan Pollock fish, baked 

potatoes, Ted’s Tators, French fries, baked 
beans, coleslaw, rolls, dessert, coffee and 
lemonade.

Email news to:
ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

BCCF and Readlyn Community Fund 
grant applications now available

Grant applications can now be submit-
ted to the Bremer County Community 
Foundation and the Readlyn Community 
Fund for their 2020 grant cycle. The dead-
line to submit applications is 11:59 p.m. 
March 31, 2020. Grants are awarded to 
projects in the following areas: art and cul-
ture, community betterment, education, 
environment, health, historic preservation 
and human service.

 The online grant application and guide-
lines can be found at either www.bremer-
ccf.org or www.readlyncf.org. Completed 
applications must be submitted no later 
than 11:59 pm March 31, 2020 to be con-
sidered for funding. Grant recipients will 
be announced in June 2020.

 First-time grant applicants should con-
tact Dotti Thompson, program manager at 
the Community Foundation of Northeast 
Iowa, at (319) 243-1358 or dthompson@
cfneia.org prior to submitting an applica-
tion. Grant applicants must be a 501(c)(3) 
designated organization or government 
entity serving Bremer County in order to 
be considered for funding.

 Since 2005, the Bremer County Com-
munity Foundation and the Readlyn 
Community Fund has awarded more than 
$2.2 million in grants benefiting Bremer 
County residents and communities.

 For more information, contact the 
Community Foundation of Northeast 
Iowa at (319) 287-9106.

Terrace Assisted Living • Hillcrest Skilled Care Nursing
Southview Apartments

915 W. First St., Sumner •563-578-8591 • www.hillcrestsumner.com

 - all on the same campus, 
  under the same roof
 - adjacent to Community Memorial 
  Hospital (Unity Point Health)

  We not only provide great 
care and attend to your 
medical needs, we create a 
fulfi lling lifestyle. Off ering 
exercise programs, choice 
menu dining, social out-
lets, creative enrichment 
opportunities, and spa-
cious apartments/rooms. 
We care about life and 
YOU living it to the fullest!

Hillcrest Living
Friendly. Trusted. Proven.

Th ree levels of care that are: 
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 Kristi Demuth, Agent 
 Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc. 
 408 W Bremer Ave Ste A, 
Waverly 
 Bus: (319) 352-5530 
 kdemuth@amfam.com   

 American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I., American Family Insurance Company, 
 Midvale Indemnity Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
 007388 – Rev. 2/15 ©2015 – 11624425  

more than your farm,
your american dream.

We offer coverage that includes coverage for buildings, equipment and liability—
all at competitive rates. call today to get a quote to protect you and your farm.

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

TRIPOLI NURSING HOME
IS NOW HIRING

Weekend Pkg. CNAs
First Shift — Part-Time CNA

Second Shift — Part-Time Nurse
Apply online at: 

TripoliNursingandRehab.com
Contact Gin Miller

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd St. SW, or call 319-882-4269

residential • commercial • industrial • farm
RANDY ETRINGER CELL • 319-239-7063
SHOP • 319-822-7794 FAX • 319-822-7337

Isabella Mohn named Miss US Ag
Isabella Mohn, daughter of Matt and 

Angie Mohn, is the 2020 Iowa's Peo-
ple’s Choice Miss United States Ag-
riculture. She is from Shell Rock, and 
is a junior at Waverly-Shell Rock High 
School. She is heavily involved in 4-H, 
FFA, track and Miss United States Ag-
riculture. 

Miss United State Agriculture is an 
organization of girls advocating for 
agriculture. Each queen chooses a plat-
form for which they want to specifically 
teach to others. 

Isabella's platform is animal nutrition. 
If anyone would like to support Isabella 
at the national pageant in June, feel free 
to vote for her to receive National Peo-
ple's Choice. It is $1 a vote and all mon-
ey will go towards scholarships given to 
the winners at the national pageant. 

To vote, just visit the Miss United 
States Agriculture website and go to 
National People’s Choice and vote for 
Belle Mohn Iowa's People’s Choice. 

If anyone of any age would like to get 
involved, they can sign up on the web-
site! If you would like Isabella to attend 
any events or participate in any activi-
ties, contact her by emailing her at isa-
bellamohn@yahoo.com. Isabella Mohn
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ReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlyn
OutdoorsOutdoorsOutdoors

By: Eric Johnston

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.
VANDAELE INSURANCE, INC.

greatrates@vandaeleins.com

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467 • Fairbank, IA 50629
319-635-2526 • Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.

1022 Skyler • Denver

Passing It On
My love for the outdoors is more than 

a hobby, it’s a true lifestyle and passion 
that runs too deep in me to put into words. 
Being in the outdoors is something I just 
need to do, and I’ve always been lucky to 
have a supportive wife in Aubrey, of my 
passion, along with family and friends. 
But the last few years my passion has 
shifted some by not focusing so much of 
my time for myself, but to passing on my 
passion to the next generation. I get my 
daughter Delana out as much as I can, and 
have a lot of plans coming up in the out-
doors this year. 

A lot of my sponsorship, prostaff, and 
seminar work has become focused on 
helping the next generation and those that 
have just not had an opportunity to learn, 
get started and enjoy the outdoor activities 
that are such a huge part of my life. This 
month I will take you through a trip I re-
cently had that ties right into this.

Around mid-January, I spent the week-
end at the Iowa Boat, RV and vaca-
tion show working my sponsor’s booth 
(Hank’s Live Bait and Tackle), and pre-
senting seminars on Iowa ice fishing. I 
met a lot of great people throughout the 
weekend and had great audiences at my 
seminars. 

One particular young man in attendance 
was a new Readlyn resident, Jordan An-
derson. Jordan is the son of Ben Anderson, 
Jess Buck’s fiancé. My wife and I have be-
come great friends with Jess and Ben and 
when I got to meet Jordan I knew he was 
excited about fishing. He recently moved 
here from Missouri and started attending 

Wapsie Valley after Christmas. He became 
very interested in ice fishing and attended 
one of my seminars that weekend. He was 
very focused and I could tell he was eager 
to go. The next weekend he got in touch 
with me and asked if I’d take him out and 
show him what it’s all about. My schedule 
was open and Saturday afternoon we set 
out to a local backwater pond where I’d 
caught some crappie and bluegill early in 
the ice season. We talked on the way to 
the pond, and he told me about some of 
the things he had learned in my seminar 
and that he was going to try it out. I had to 
smile a bit to realize, what I was doing in 
these seminars, youngsters are listening. 

As we arrived at the pond, there was 
snow on the ice so I didn’t tell him where 
the land ended and the pond started. Being 
from Missouri, he had never walked on a 
frozen lake. After we were about 20 yards 
onto the pond, I asked Jordan how he was 
doing and he said, “Fine, why?” I then 
told him he was standing on eight feet of 
water. For a moment he seemed spooked, 
but had trust in me and proceeded. 

I went to an area on the pond where I 
had caught fish before and drilled some 
holes. I told Jordan I would not even fish 
until he caught one. He looked at me as if 
I was crazy and said, “We might be here 
awhile.” I had full confidence it wouldn’t 
take long. I put the transducer of my fish 
finder in the hole and showed Jordan 
where the bottom was, what his jig looked 
like on the screen, and what a fish looked 
like on screen. He instantly started to tell 
me how I had talked about how to jig in 
certain situations and where bluegills 

should be in the water column, and where 
the crappies should be. I then showed him 
how to rig the jig with a wax worm and 
then he reminded me how to adjust my 
knot on my jig to make it sit horizontal in 
the water. I was loving hearing how much 
he paid attention in the seminar. 

The next step was to drop the jig down. 
He immediately saw his jig on the screen 
and a fish rise up off the bottom to the jig. 
The fish bumped his jig, but he missed 
it. He reeled up the line to check the jig, 
baited it and adjusted the knot without me 
doing anything. He dropped it back down 
and immediately hooked up with a blue-
gill! He fought it to the surface and had his 
first ice fish ever! 

The look on his face was priceless, and 
he was so proud of himself with what he 
learned and seeing it all come together! 
Needless to say, I was proud of him and 
he instantly told me, “OK, Eric, you can 
fish now. That only took two minutes, I 
can’t believe it!” 

“Not too bad for a guy that’s only been 
ice fishing for a total of two minutes!” I 
said to him with a smile. It didn’t take him 
long to catch a few more. Soon, he and 
I started using some of the tactics I had 
taught in the seminar of moving around 
and fishing structure. At one point, I had 
caught a small bass that put up a pretty 
good fight and Jordan watched. Soon after 
Jordan yelled to me excitedly that his fish 
finder was lit up with fish. He then hooked 
up. His rod was bent over and he was tak-
ing his time like I had taught him. I ran 
over to help him out just in time to see the 
biggest crappie I had seen all season come 
right up to the hole, turn sideways and not 
fit through an eight-inch diameter hole. As 

he turned, the jig popped off and it became 
the big fish that got away. 

Jordan was a little bummed, but stayed 
excited and caught more fish. He ended 
the trip with 13 bluegills, a bass, and a 
good fish story to tell about that crappie! 

As we drove home, he was excited and 
wants to go again! He thanked me and it 
was a lot of fun getting him back home 
and relaying the story to his dad, Ben. At 
the same time, I had to thank Ben for al-
lowing me to take his son and passing on a 
passion of mine. 

I can’t put into words how good of 
friends my wife and I have become with 
Jess, Ben, and their boys and girls. It meant 
a lot to teach Jordan how to ice fish, espe-
cially when it was something very new to 
him. What I’m relaying to you this month, 
is to pass it on where you can. Take your 
son, daughter, or the kid down the street 
that might have interest, but was afraid 
to ask. I can’t tell you what that feeling 
is like to see a kid’s look when they catch 
that first fish, harvest that first animal, or 
just learn something new outdoors. 

Passing it on has become quite a passion 
for me and something I will continue to 
do. Our sport is counting on it for our out-
door traditions to continue into the next 
generations! 

One last thing before I go: I will be at 
the Eastern Iowa Sportshow, UNI Dome 
Cedar Falls March 13-15 in the Hank’s 
Live Bait and Tackle booth and presenting 
seminars throughout the weekend on bass 
fishing. The seminars will be done from on 
top of a huge fish tank with fish and I’ll be 
casting to them and going over techniques. 
Something you won’t want to miss!! Until 
next time, GET OUTDOORS!!
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Wapsie Valley Future Farmers of America

PANTHER 
LANES

Restaurant•Bar•Bowling
Russell & Jessica Novak

Hwy. 93 W, Tripoli • 319-882-3753

SPECIALS:
Mondays

Tenderloin $3.00
Tuesdays 

Hamburger $1.75
Wednesdays

Maid-Rite $2.50
Thursdays

Taco $2.00 Taco Salad $6.00
Fridays

Fish Sandwich $4.00
Mon.-Fri. 10:30 am-10 pm

Sat. 11 am-10 pm; Sun. 4-9 pm

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner

207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly

319-352-9129
info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com

Wapsie Valley FFA hosts College and Career Fair
By Hannah Miller, Chapter Secretary 

On November 26, 2019 the Wapsie 
Valley FFA was fortunate enough to host 
the bi-annual College and Career Fair at 
the Wapsie Valley High School. What 
makes this event unique is that it wasn’t 
only limited to Wapsie grades 9-12, but 
also hosted two other school’s junior and 

senior classes. Between Wapsie Valley 
High School, Jesup High School, and 
Dunkerton High School attendees, there 
were over 250 students in attendance. 
The fair had over 30 booths from colleges 
and career opportunities across the entire 
state of Iowa. Seventeen classrooms also 
held interactive learning sessions for high 

school students. Employers were given 
the opportunity to host a session that they 
were able to go more in-depth about what 
their career offered and answer questions 
that students may have about that specif-
ic career. Students were asked to fill out 
a survey to be placed in the rooms with 
careers that interested them personally 

to maximize the benefits of the day and 
make sure that every new session was 
engaging and aligned with that student’s 
specific interests. 

This day was an amazing opportunity 
for all students to take advantage of! It 
allowed underclassmen to get an idea of 
different career opportunities that they can 
pursue, as well as helping upperclassmen 
finalize their future career plans. Wap-
sie Valley junior Alyx Dixon said, “I re-
ally enjoyed going to the career fair and 
talking to colleges I might be interested 
in, talking to people who are still in col-
lege and learning about their experiences 
and personal advice.” When asked what 
she liked best about the career fair, Jesup 
junior Anna Sweeney responded, “I could 
look at all of these potential colleges that 
I could go to. It was a lot of fun and it was 
nice that we could choose what we wanted 
to look at.”

Some students have a conversation with one of the visiting colleges. Students are able to try out Iowa State’s virtual reality headset, learning more about the 
technology side of the college. 
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Ag Resources
Farmers Co-op 

223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

First National Bank
(319) 352-1340

www.myfnbbank.com

Flint Hills Resources
Fairbank 319-635-9404

Shell Rock 319-885-2012
www.fhr.com

Innovative Ag Services
  24701 Oran St., Oran, IA 50664 

(319) 638-7551

Liddle-Ebert Ltd. - Randy & Dee Liddle
Farm Drainage

1196 Hilton Ave., Plainfield, IA 50666
(319) 275-4528 (319) 231-5590

Monsanto Dekalb/Asgrow - 
Dave Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 

Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stine/LG Seeds - Greg Matthias
2765 270th St. • (319) 279-3811

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Joe Leehey Broker Associate
(319) 415-7349

joe@sulenticfischels.com
3510 Kimball Ave., Waterloo, IA 50702

Tel: (319) 234-5000 Fax: (319) 291-7000
www.sulenticfischels.com

Kurt R. Leistikow - Attorney at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
(319) 553-3400
kurt@llollc.net

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

louiehartman@netins.net
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

Office 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Farmers Coop Service & Repair 
2640 230th St. • (319) 279-3436

K.C. Auto Body, L.T.D.
1701 East Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0881 • kcautobody@aol.com

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Denver Heating & Cooling
120 Transit St., Denver

319.406.0000

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319.352.3917

Etringer Electric
Randy Etringer, cell 319-239-7063

shop 319-822-7794, fax 319-822-7337

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Snelling Construction
309 Railroad Ave., Tripoli

319.290.0256, 319.882.3498 

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Quarter Ave. Storage
2310 Quarter Ave. (319) 240-1122

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Willow Winds Assisted Living
121Bremer Ave., Denver • (319) 984-5867

Food and
Restaurants

Fairbank Food Center
www.FairbankFoodCenter.com

Jennifer & Shawn Davis
102 4th St. N., Fairbank 

(319) 635-2139

Inspired Luncheonette
314 Main St.  (319) 279-3051

KT Shrimp Farm
101 1st St NW, Tripoli, Iowa

(319) 483-8408

Sunrise Catering
201 Main St.  (319) 279-4089

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
Office: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Farm Bureau - Jim Peters
Office (563) 578-8054
Office (319) 352-3667
Home (319) 279-3266

Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
408 W. Bremer Ave. Suite A, Waverly

(319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery

Tiedt Nursery
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair

2220 Reed Ave. (319) 279-3363

Nick’s Repair - 211 Malone Ave., 
Readlyn, IA - (319) 279-3517 or 

(319) 269-5604 - Service & repair of small 
engines & outdoor power equipment

Reiter Repair LLC
3501 E. Cedar Wapsie Rd., Waterloo
319-279-3876 • Cell 319-231-2452

RA Machine
2504 230th St. • (319) 279-3161

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. • (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses

balance
Massage Therapy & Reiki

Sheila Rosengarten, LMT, RMT
136 Main St, Readlyn, IA (319)290-3392

Buhrow’s Floors N’ More
240 South State St., Denver, IA

(319) 984-5301 • (866) 984-5301
bfloorsnmore@msn.com

Cedar Valley Portables, LLC
Nashua • (319) 535-3456 or 

cedarvalleyportables@gmail.com

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Owner:  Darrin Siefken

107 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly
(319) 352-9129

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft

Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA

(319) 635-2311 • (888) 282-9992
www.myerspolaris.com

Kibbles N Catnip Pet Grooming
1308 W. 1st St., Sumner, IA

319-327-4344

Newy’s Wireless Communications - 
US Cellular - Jeff Neuendorf

1022 Skyler St., Denver (319) 240-7150

Panther Lanes
502 7th Ave. SW, Tripoli (319) 882-3753

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269
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Snelling Construction
New Construction

Remodeling
Concrete Work our Specialty

20 Years of Experience
309 Railroad Ave., Tripoli, IA

319.290.0256 • 319.882.3498

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Philip Giradin
Sunday School 9 am

Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Divine Parish Worship 

at St. Matthews, 9:00 a.m.
Mid-week Service at Zion, 

Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.
Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Philip Giradin

Worship 8:30 AM

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3643
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

Sunday Divine Worship Service 8:00 a.m.
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays

Mid-week Service Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.
Evening Circle 1st Thursday 6 p.m.

Auto    Home    Life

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave.

Waverly, IA
319-352-3667

Call today to see how I make 
insurance simple and can help you 
protect what matters.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member 
SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+*, Western Agricultural Insurance Company+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West 
Des Moines, IA . + Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC026-ML-1 (4-13)

Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Readlyn, Sumner, 
Fairbank and Oran area residents

319-638-4357
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*GPA 4.0 
**Cumulative 4.0 GPA

Seniors
Sloane Banger*
Kaci Beesecker
Morgan Biretz
Tanner Blaylock
Brendon Brown
Jenna Curley
Morgan Downs
Jason Harks
Cayle Huebner*
Gavin Hyde* **
Samantha Kane*
Traeton Kaufman*
Melody Kayser
Viktoria Luloff
Hannah Miller* **
Cole Neil*
Kennadi Neil
Bradly Pierce
Adrianna Richards* **
Reily Richards
Katie Sauerbrei* **
Samantha Schnor
Emma Silva 
Elsie VanDaele* **
Kyle Voy

Juniors

Blayde Bellis
Grace Imbrogno* **
Kaylee Kleitsch
Joslynn Miller
Colin O'Donnell
Ethan Oltrogge* **
Tyler Ott
Kobe Risse
Trevor Sauerbrei* **
Macey Schmit* **
Courtney Schmitz
Brody Stark* **
Dallas Wittenburg* **
Camryn Wolfe

Sophomores
Jada Aiello
Brody Blaylock
Nicholas Grober
Lydia Imbrogno* **
Michael Mann
Ellie Neil* **
MaKenna Porath
Ayden Powell
Jaylyn Robinson
Elly Schares
Ryan Schares*
Bridget Seemann*
Nolynn Silva
Christopher Tibbott

Ronald Wilcox*

Freshmen
Brylee Bellis*
Keegon Brown*
Brooklyn Etringer*
Brok Grober
Austin Hesse
Leah Huebner
Ashlyn Hyde*
Emma Jones
Hunter Kane
Chloe Kleinheksel
Braden Knight
Hannah Knight*
Sydney Matthias*
Casey O'Donnell
Kalvyn Rosengarten*
Dawson Schmit
Autumn Sullivan
Landon Sullivan
Elle Voy

8th Grade
Jackson Adair*
Reagan Barnes
Dayne Bates
Aliya Brandt*
Jadyn Buhr
Anna Curley

Veronica Deleon
Javin Faust
Kallie Franzen
Corina Gray
Dayton Jergens
Kimberly Kalenske
Brock Kleitsch*
Brody Kleitsch
Lexie Lansing*
Isabel LaRue*
Kate Risse
Lily Schwickerath
Ava VanDaele
Ella Weepie
Kirsten Wierck

7th Grade
Peyton Curley* 
Claire Fagerlind
Natalie Gray
Avery Jones
Kennedy Kane*
Jaylin May*
Kylee Moulds
LeeAnn Oltrogge
Logan Rochette
Caleb Schneider
Timothy Seemann
Hailey Wehling 


