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Home of 857 Friendly People and One Old Grump

Who will become the next Grump?
There are two candidates for the title of 

2020 Grump. Who will it be?

Marlys Deterding
I was raised on a farm east and north 

of Readlyn, my parents were Ervin and 
Marena Petersen. I had a sister, Marilyn, 
and brothers, Robert and Roger.

After graduation from Wapsie Valley in 
1961, I went to work at Schoitz Hospital 
in Waterloo. In 1964, I married Lawrence 
Brogan and lived in Waterloo. In 1972, we 

moved to the Lawler area, my husband 
worked at the Kitchens of Sara Lee. My 
husband died in 1989, I continued to live 
in New Hampton and worked at Mercy 
Medical Center in Physical Therapy. In 
July of 2003, I started working as a Lab 
Assistant. I retired from the hospital in 
2008. I am a lifetime member of the aux-
iliary.

In 2005, I married Roger Deterding. We 
have 3 daughters, Dawn of Tripoli, Dahne, 
Mason City, Shawn of Fairfield. We have 
8 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren.

I am a member of St. Paul’s Church, 
member of the Mary Martha Circle, cur-
rently I am secretary, I have held several 
offices. I am past president of the West-
gate Zone.

The Readlyn Gardeners keep me busy 
during the summer. I belong to the Com-
munity Club.

I enjoy playing cards, gardening, can-
ning, and spending time with grandchil-
dren, friends and family.

Larry Sauerbrei
I was born on December 6, 1954, a few 

minutes after my twin brother, Gary. Al-
though we are identical twins, I tell people I 
am the “better looking, smarter one.” How-
ever, I’m sure Gary says the same thing. 
Wes and Delores were my parents, and Gary, 
Cheryl, Jerry, and Teresa are my siblings.

On February 1, 1975, I married Deb 
Heineman. We have four children: Brent, 
Tara (Schares), Brandon (BJ), and Dan-
ielle (Miller). We also have twelve won-
derful grandchildren whom we enjoy 
watching as they participate in their var-
ious events.

I am an active member of St. Matthew 
Lutheran Church in Readlyn where I have 
held various council positions over the 
years.

I started working for Burton Thies learn-
ing the carpenter trade during the summer 
while I was in high school. This experi-
ence led me into my hobby of “flipping 
(buying, fixing up and reselling) houses.” 
I have flipped quite a few houses in Read-
lyn. My goal is always to make the yard, 
house, and thus the community a much 
better place to live in.

My wife and I bought The Center Inn in 
1996 from Erv and Lou Forstch. We have 
many wonderful memories providing 
events for the community such as: bring-
ing in comedians, hypnotists, sumo wres-
tling, and NASCAR. We also hosted many 
wedding receptions, as well as providing 
“small town” food for the community.

I worked at the Readlyn Elementary 
School from approximately 2000-2016 
as the maintenance worker/custodian. I 
really enjoyed working with the staff and 
loved being around the kids at the school, 
many of whom were my grandkids. I also 
enjoyed helping with community events 
in the gym such as Memorial Day ser-
vices.

My parents, Wes and Delores, were 
avid volunteers in Readlyn, and I hope to 
follow in their footsteps. My dad was the 
1997 Grump, and I know it meant a lot 
to him. If selected as the 2020 Grump, I 
would fulfill all the obligations and would 
happily represent our great town.

Larry Sauerbrei

Marlys Deterding

Freedom Rock dedication
The Freedom Rock dedication is scheduled for Flag 

Day, Sunday, June 14, 2020.
All the towns in Bremer County are working together to 

make this free event happen on Flag Day this year.
• Golf carts will be needed

• Volunteers will be needed
• A Flyover is possible
• Lunch will be at noon
• Program will be at 1 p.m.

If you can assist in any way, please contact David Wit-
tenberg at 319-269-7192 or davidruthw@gmail.com.

Leaf Burning
The City of Readlyn will permit burning of leaves.
(NO building materials, or other household wastes)
Burning can take place April 1 to June 1, 2020

Reminder:  No burning on 
paved streets or sidewalks.

PLEASE BE CONSIDERATE OF YOUR 
NEIGHBORS WHEN BURNING AND 

DO NOT BURN WET LEAVES.

Message from the Readlyn 
Community Club

Effective until further no-
tice, the Readlyn Communi-
ty Club will be canceling all 
meetings.

This includes the annual 
meeting which was scheduled 
for March 28, Grump Days 
planning meetings and the 
regular business meetings. 

The Community Club will 
email more information as it 
is decided upon. To be includ-

ed in these communications, 
please send RCC your email.

A donation letter will be 
mailed out for the Community 
Club. This includes a section 
that allows for voting on the 
2020 Grump! This will be ar-
riving in the mail soon.

This was a hard decision 
for the RCC to make, but the 
safety of this community is its 
top priority.
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Readlyn Community Happenings

Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

1004 E. Bremer Ave.
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

Rick Foelske, Owner

Tripoli, Iowa • 319-882-4486

C O M M U N I T Y  L U T H E R A N  S C H O O L

www.communitylutheranschool.com
facebook.com/clsreadlyniowa

WILDCAT REUNION

All alum are welcome!
Eat, drink, and reconnect with old friends.   

Take a school tour, wander the
hallways, peek into the classrooms,
grab a cold water and snack, and
browse old photographs!   We’d
love to see you again!

Saturday, June 20, 2020 
During Readlyn Grump Days

11AM-1PM
St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Come celebrate the history of 

with a 

Wilbert Huebner/100th birthday
Wilbert Huebner of Readlyn will cele-

brate his 100th birthday on April 17, 2020. 
An open house, hosted by his family, 

will be held Sunday, April 19, from 11 
AM-12:30 PM at the Commons area of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church of Klinger, 
Readlyn. A family dinner will follow at 1 
PM. No invitations are being sent and the 
honoree requests no gifts.

Wilbert Huebner was born April 17, 
1920, to William and Martha (Meyer-
hoff) Huebner. Wilbert served with the 
Coast Guard for one year and the Navy 
for three years during World War II. He 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean 22 times, the 
Mediterranean Sea 18 times, the Pacific 
Ocean twice, the Equator four times and 
the International Dateline twice during his 
service.

Wilbert married Irene Schroeder on Oc-
tober 26, 1947, in Tripoli. He was a farmer 
and rural letter carrier.

Wilbert is the father of Dan (Bev), Grin-
nell, Iowa; Bruce of Readlyn, and Rick 
(Janet) of Readlyn. He has 10 grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchildren.

Cards may be sent to him at: P.O. Box 
207, Readlyn, IA 50668.

Wilbert Huebner

Senior Citizens meet Feb. 19
On February 19, 2020, 16 members at-

tended the 11:30 meal at Inspired for the 
Senior Citizens’ lunch and meeting. The 
meeting was called to order by Ron Leis-
tikow. The treasurer’s report was read by 
Charlie Albrecht and the balance in the ac-
count after expenses was $213.00.

The secretary’s minutes from the Jan-
uary 15, 2019 meeting were read. There 
was a correction that the year should have 
read 2020 not 2019. Correction was made.

Motion was made by Charlie Albrecht 
and seconded by Marlys Deterding to ap-
prove the treasurer’s report and secretary’s 
minutes with the one correction. Motion 
carried.

The members all sang “Happy Birth-
day” to Marlys Deterding as her birthday 
was February 11, 2020.

The members all sang “Happy Anniver-
sary” to Larry and Janet Ladage as they 
celebrated their 42nd year of marriage on 
February 10, 2020.

Verdeen Pavelec thanked the group for 
the card she received as she had pneumo-
nia and was in the hospital and returned 
home. 

No Old Business
New Business

The Annual Community Club meeting 
will be on 03/28/2020 at the Watering 
Hole and will start at 5:30 (canceled).

The Grump candidates are Maryls De-
terding and Larry Sauerbrei. They will be 
voted on at the Annual Community Club 
meeting (canceled).

Charlie Albrecht and David Wittenburg 
met with the County VFW groups to plan 
the dedication of the Freedom Rock. Pos-
sibilities are the date of June 14, 2020, 
Flag Day, Gary Smith DJ-playing patri-

otic music, Air National Guard fly-over 
and the  Waverly-Shell Rock Drum and 
Bugle Corp. playing. Further discussions 
and meetings will take place to set up date, 
time and program.

The Denver Genealogy meeting is Tues-
day, Feb. 25 2020 at 2:00 PM at the Den-
ver Library. The program will be on the 
USS Iowa Battleship.

A new receptacle will be built at Kwik 
Star for the pop can donations.

Bob Thran read a newspaper article 
from February 26, 1938 on the Readlyn 
High School’s basketball team advancing 
to the sectionals. Wilbert Huebner played 
on this team. A future Chronicle will have 
an article from 1933 when Readlyn played 
in the state baseball tournament.

On April 17, 2020 Wilbert Huebner will 
be 100 years young. 

The next Senior Citizens Meeting was 
scheduled for March 18, 2020 at 11:30 at 
Inspired. Motion was made by Sonja Bast 
and seconded by Roger Deterding to ad-
journ the meeting. Motion carried.
MaryLou Billhorn Secretary

Auxiliary meets at the library
The Wayne Teisinger V.F.W. Auxiliary 

#5661 met March 10, 2020 at the Read-
lyn Library with 5 members present and 2 
guests. 3rd District President Monte Fischels 
visited the Auxiliary. The meeting opened 
with prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
A Poppy boutonnière with $10 in it was 
presented to Monte. The minutes and trea-
surer’s reports were read and accepted. The 
General Orders and Chairman reports were 
read by all. A bill was turned in. A motion 
was made by Darlene Peters and seconded 
by Wilda Albrecht to pay the bill. Carried. 

Post Commander Charlie Albrecht 
brought us an update on the Freedom 
Rock dedication June 14, 2020 at 1:00 pm. 

Volunteer hours were turned in and Jan-
uary hours were sent in. We’re working on 

year-end reports March 19. Cards are go-
ing to be mailed to Vietnam Veterans for 
Vietnam Veterans Day, March 29. Twelve 
Legislative letters were handed out to mail 
for Retired Pay Restoration Bill for Vet-
erans. Delegate Wilda Albrecht and Alter-
nate Ellen Thies will attend 3rd District 
meeting which will be April 25 at Cresco. 
27 canceled stamps were turned in. 1,755 
pop tabs were turned in. 

Get-well cards and Kwik Trip gift cards 
were sent to Corlyn Frietag, Jackie Clem-
en and Mary Lockard, who were hospi-
talized. Monte gave comments on our 
Auxiliary. A motion was made by Darlene 
Peters and seconded by Ellen Thies to ad-
journ. Carried. Closed with prayer. Host-
ess was Marjorie Macken.

3rd District President Monte Fischels (center) visited with members of the Wayne 
Teisinger V.F.W. Auxiliary #5661 at their recent meeting.

Thank You 
to my children for the 

wonderful family birthday 
party. Thank you, family 

and friends, for the beautiful 
birthday cards, visits, birthday 
wishes, prayers, gifts and calls. 
It was very much appreciated. 

God's blessings!
Verdeen Pavelec
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BUILDING TRUST. DELIVERING SOLUTIONS.

BUSINESS & PERSONAL

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

RISK MANAGEMENT & MORE!

AGRIBUSINESS SOLUTIONS

Get local expertise and the service you deserve 
from The Accel Group’s dedicated team!

Serving clients across Iowa with offices in 
Cedar Rapids | Waverly | Cedar Falls

319.483.4854 | acceladvantage.com Proud to 
partner with:

CROP, FARM, LIVESTOCK

Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Anna Richards

Wow! What a crazy two weeks we have had. At the beginning of last week the whole 
community was down in Des Moines cheering on the boys’ basketball team and, by the 
end of the week, we were stuck watching it online cheering them on from home. Huge 
congratulations to the boys on their State Champion title. They have worked so hard this 
year and deserve every bit of their success. I had so much fun cheering them on this year 
and wish them best of luck in their next season. 

On March 14, our FFA was supposed to travel to Edgewood Colesburg to compete 
at districts, but our plans ended up being changed for this event as well. This year we 
had to compete from our own schools in the first-ever virtual district competition. We 
set up classrooms at the high school with computers and other props we needed, then 
we had to use Google Meet to videochat with the judges and participate in our different 
competitions. It was a great learning experience for us and the judges, and overall our 
chapter did very well. 

We have four events moving on to State competition in April: Extemporaneous 
Speaking - Ethan Oltrogge, Job Interview - Sloane Banger, Program of Activities - Anna 
Richards, Hannah Miller, and Kennadi Neil, and Experience the Action - Nick Grober, 
Mary Bodensteiner, Ellie Neil, Bridget Seemann, Ryan Schares, Courtney Schmitz, and 
Elle Voy. Our other members did a great job in their events as well. 

On March 15, we learned that we would not be able to go back to school for four 
weeks due to the Coronavirus. I know some students are excited about this time off 
especially after we learned that we do not have to make up the time. However, I would 
rather be at school enjoying the last part of my senior year. 

I was going to participate in golf for the first time this year which I was very excited 
about. A lot of the events I was going to attend/participate in the next few weeks have 
been canceled. I am hoping that we will still be able to have State FFA, Prom, gradua-
tions, etc. If not, this will definitely be a senior year that I will never forget! 

Scholarship deadline is April 20
The Readlyn Valentine Ball Committee is 

excited to announce this year’s senior schol-
arship opportunity! All Wapsie Valley High 
School 2020 seniors with a Readlyn ad-
dress, Readlyn telephone number, or those 
who completed grade school at Readlyn El-
ementary are eligible to apply for this $500 
scholarship. The subject of this scholarship 
is “My Readlyn Community Involvement.”  
Please submit a well-written, thought-pro-
voking 300-word minimum essay describ-
ing ways you volunteered in Readlyn and 
have been involved in the Readlyn com-
munity throughout the years. Describe how 
your involvement has impacted you and 
influenced your future plans.  Submissions 

can be dropped off or mailed to the Read-
lyn Library no later than Monday, April 
20, 2020. The scholarship winner will be 
announced in the May Chronicle as well as 
by mailed letter. The Valentine Ball Com-
mittee believes that Readlyn offers priceless 
opportunities to give roots and wings to our 
young citizens. Roots to hold them strong in 
their beliefs and where they can always call 
home. Experiences to help them spread their 
wings and contribute to the bigger world 
outside of our great town.

The Valentine Ball ended last year. Mon-
ey still in the account will provide scholar-
ships for at least four years.

Kim Brown & Ron Leistikow

Terrace Assisted Living • Hillcrest Skilled Care Nursing
Southview Apartments

915 W. First St., Sumner •563-578-8591 • www.hillcrestsumner.com

 - all on the same campus, 
  under the same roof
 - adjacent to Community Memorial 
  Hospital (Unity Point Health)

  We not only provide great 
care and attend to your 
medical needs, we create a 
fulfi lling lifestyle. Off ering 
exercise programs, choice 
menu dining, social out-
lets, creative enrichment 
opportunities, and spa-
cious apartments/rooms. 
We care about life and 
YOU living it to the fullest!

Hillcrest Living
Friendly. Trusted. Proven.

Th ree levels of care that are: 
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Thank you for  
your generosity 

Patrick Brodigan 
Nancy Lockard 

Tina Ristau 

Cash Memorials 

********************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Winter Weather Advisory 
 
Although the library rarely closes, Io-
wa’s winter months can be notoriously 
unpredictable. 
We may be closing unexpectedly due 
to road conditions and travel adviso-
ries.  
In severe weather, we urge you to call 
the library (319-279-3432) to make 
sure we are open. 
Closings will be announced on KWWL 
and Facebook page. 

Baby’s First Book 
The Readlyn Library strives to pro-
mote a lifetime of reading.  If you 
know anyone in the Readlyn area 
that is expecting, stop by the li-
brary and register them to receive 
a free book.  Help us welcome new  
Readlyn’s newest residents to the 
world and also to the world of 
reading!     

Don’t forget about 
our digital re-

sources! 
 

Hoopla and Bridges 

 

 

Phone and Fax: 319-279-3432 Email: readlynlib@gmail.com Website:  www.readlyn.lib.ia.us 

Hours: 

Monday 10:00 - 2:00 

Tuesday 10:00 -2:00 

Wednesday 10:00 -2:00 

Thursday 10:00 - 2:00 

Friday 10:00 -2:00 

We are Empty Without You! 
 
Do you have any interesting hobbies or collections you 
would like to share?  Please ask us about having a month 
long showcase in the library display.  This is a great oppor-
tunity to share an interesting passion with the community.   

Coronavirus Precautions 
The Readlyn Community library is closed 

to the public until further notice.  
 
Patrons will not be allowed in the library, all programs, meetings, and in-
terlibrary loans are canceled until further notice.  
 
You can still check out materials to stay busy dur ing “social distanc-
ing”.  
 
We will be available from 10:00 – 2:00, Monday through Friday to an-
swer questions over the phone and curbside service/delivery. If you 
would like to check out materials call or email us with your request. We 
will check the materials out under your account and when they are ready 
we will walk them out to your car. If you are unable to leave the house 
we can delivery them to your home in special circumstances.    
 
Moving forward our hours of service may change, particularly, should 
one or more staff members get sick. We will continue to serve the com-
munity to the best of our ability for as long as we are able. Please be pa-
tient and stay calm, we will provide the best service possible under the 
current conditions.          

 

Contact us at: 
279-3432 

readlynlib@gmail.com  

 
Visit Our New Webpage! 

https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us/ 

New DVDs  

Terminator - Dark Fate 

In Memory of Helen Haugen 
Barbara Meyer 

 
In Memory of Roger Thurm 
Marlene Kuker 
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Readlyn, Long Ago
Compiled by Bob Thran

Readlyn's Ford Garages
The  enlarged historic photo, shown 

above, was copied from a postcard.  Read-
lyn's first Ford dealership was located in 
the building directly across Main Street 
from the library. The date on the front of 
the building is 1913, the year of construc-
tion. The Ford dealership was the first oc-
cupant. There is a sign on the left, Auto 
Livery, on the upper part of the sign,and 
beneath, in larger letters, Garage. 

Mirriam-Webster Dictionary defines 
livery stable as a business where horses 
and automobiles can be rented or stabled. 
There is also a sign on the window that 
states this is an Authorized Ford Dealer-
ship. The automobiles in the picture were 
very early Ford models.

Several proud owners posed on Main 
Street with their automobiles for this pho-
to. A photographer developed this scene 
onto a postcard.  I do not know when this 
early Ford dealership was no longer at 
this location. However, Fred Meyer, in the 
‘30s, placed an ad in the Readlyn Chron-
icle stating how much he was paying for 
eggs. His produce business was located 
in this building. Bill Everding owned a 
garage and Standard gas station and as-
sumed the Ford dealership. He sold Fords 
ordered through Coonradt in Waverly. My 
Dad bought a 1937 and a 1940 Ford from 
Bill.

His former garage building is located 
on Third Street a half block west of Main 
Street.

I remember Herman Schweer, Elmer 
Schneider, Fred Meyer and Bill Buhr, fa-
ther of Willard and Maynard, were still 
driving Model T Fords in 1947.

The upper story of the Ford garage was 
known as Wolff's Hall, rented out for wed-
ding dances, banquets, boxing matches, 
etc. The building on the right was a hard-
ware store. In front, a sign advertises cut-
lery.

In the ‘30s and ‘40s, the Readlyn Chron-
icle was printed here. Two apartments oc-
cupied the upper floor, The Kuethe fami-
ly lived in the back apartment during the 
‘30s and ‘40s. Today, a unique restaurant, 
Inspired, owned by Kim Brown, occupies 
the lower floor.

Albert Oltrogge purchased the egg-buy-
ing business from Fred Meyer. In the late 
‘30s, Dick Meyer, Wayne Kuethe and I 
worked for Albert assembling egg crates 
from 6 individual pieces of wood. Each 
crate took 45 nails. On a good day we 
could nail together 100 crates. Dick and I, 
in 1944, were paid 2 cents per crate; later 
Wayne earned 2 1/2 cents. We all were 15 
years old at the time we worked for Albert.

Albert paid cash for eggs brought in. 
His son, Fred, ran several egg routes pick-
ing up eggs from farmers. He had to have 
quite a sum of money on hand. No after 
hours deposit was available at the bank. 
Not a problem during the day, however 
after 6:00 pm in winter or on Wednesday 
movie nights and also Saturday nights, 
carrying his cash home in the dark was 
a problem. His solution: Albert would 
lock up, walk north, cross 4th Street, then 
northeast down the diagonal, cross the 
street, turn right to his home, the second 
house, now owned by Tom Sickles. On 
this walk he  cradled his cash box in his 
left arm and in his right hand he toted a 
big pistol which swung at his side, with 
his finger on the trigger. Albert told me of 
this incident: As he was about to close he 
saw a person lurking in the shadows in his 
building. He confronted the person. He 
would not come out of the dark. As Albert 
went for the handle of his Cities Service 
gas pump to use as a weapon, the person 
dashed out of the building. Albert never 
knew his identity. 

Next month, an interesting subject,  
horses and barns in Readlyn.

Photos from Patent Bill Schumacher's Album. Courtesy of Marv and Helen Schumacher. 
Patent Bill Schumacher was a creative genius and a pioneer in technology. I can believe 
that he was one of the first in the area to own an automobile. Made into a postcard 
(above), the house in the background was on a farm 4 miles west of Readlyn. The loaded 
trailer attached to the 1920 Model T no doubt was constructed by Patent Bill.

An early Ford truck was hauling  some type of machinery.
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KT SHRIMP FARM

Like us on Facebook or check out our website on Google!

101 1st St., Tripoli, IA
(behind the Welcome Center)

USE THIS AD FOR $1.00 OFF PER POUND
ON YOUR NEXT SHRIMP PURCHASE
Open Thursdays 6-8 pm; Sat. 10-12

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

Farmers Coop Service & Repair 
now o� ers 

air conditioning 
recharging 
for cars and trucks

Give us a call!
319-279-3436

READLYN
THROUGH THE YEARS

By Genevieve Schrage

The Restaurant Business!
In the midst of the survival of Bales-

ville, otherwise known as the Big Corner, 
more notably known as “Deadman’s Cor-
ner,” the Bill Schrage daughters, Charissa 
and Catherine, had concluded their college 
days and were looking for perhaps some 
unique work that would coordinate with 
their college-training. What am I saying? 
How many times do these things happen?

These girls were born and reared only 
a mile away from their eventual job des-
tination, but that didn’t occur for about 
twenty-two years later. The job-opening 
presented itself, but they were looking for 
a “million-dollar return” from their educa-
tional training; however, they were wise 
enough to surmise that would never ever 
happen.

Catherine had taken a job as a waitress 
in a small restaurant after completing her 
two years at Ellsworth (Iowa Falls), and 
then did some training in Key Punch, then 
went on to being a waitress again. That’s 
not what one would call “advancement.” 
A short time later, Charissa finished at 
U.N.I. That’s when the two girls had their 
“eyes and ears” open to any kind of work.

The restaurant at the Big Corner had 
had steady operators through the years, 
and it appeared that it didn’t lack cus-
tomers. That was an “eye-opener” for the 
girls who had been in 4-H for nine years 
and loved to cook. They also realized 
that restaurant cookery would be slightly 
different from home-cooking. Charissa 
majored in home-ec—that might help a 

little bit. Then the big break came, when 
“Penny” and her husband (who wasn’t 
much help) decided to move back to Du-
mont, their hometown. It was a desperate 
call. “Penny” had been “stationed” at the 
Big Corner for 7 years and had attracted 
many customers, but now she had had a 
call from her hometown to come back. 
The town had a vacant lot which was an 
ideal spot for a restaurant to accommodate 
the many farmers who were increasing in 
numbers, bringing loads of grain to the 
elevator. They were selling or storing the 
grain, and, in most cases, had to wait in 
line to unload. Where could they wait? 
The elevator was beside the railroad track, 
which was beside a main highway, an ide-
al spot for a restaurant, so “Penny” moved 
back to Dumont.

I had wondered whether Bill was just 
joking when he approached the girls about 
operating the restaurant. It did have a very 
good location, and all it needed was good 
food, good prices and all-around good 
management. Anyway, that opened a big 
“can of worms.” The girls braved it to ask 
Rex if they could rent the place—no prob-
lem!!! Within six weeks, the restaurant 
had new curtains, a new paint job, a move 
to, and into, the overhead apartments in 
the building, besides new operating equip-
ment---I probably forgot much more.

The girls decided that the first day of 
their opening, was not going to be their 
“Grand Opening.” They needed a little 
“practice before doing,” so no “Grand 
Opening” yet. They were going to be very 

discreet about when the big opening event 
was going to be, and not tell anyone. The 
neon light fixture was going to be the only 
clue that the C & C Cafe was open and 
that said CAFE. They eventually were 
going to open at 6:00 A.M., but the first 
day it was only going to be open at 10:00 
A.M., so they wouldn’t need to make 
many breakfasts, if any. They only had a 
few dozen eggs on hand, and they had sent 
me after a few more dozen.

Well, they thought that they had every-
thing taken care of. They hadn’t told any 
of our close “eager-to-tell” friends about 
this big day, so they turned on the neon 
light at 10:00 A.M. I was glad that I was 
not there at that time, because, when I got 
back with the eggs at 10:45 A.M., they 
had a couple of friends standing at the 
front door, “Hurry up with the eggs.” I 
guess that they were not planning to make 
breakfasts all day long, but then they de-
cided that it was the easiest thing to make 
as long as they had plenty of eggs. There 
were semis parked everywhere along the 
shoulder of the highway, besides the many 
automobiles filled the parking lot. It was 
chaos!!!

I had made a number of pies and they 
were about gone—I hadn’t even begun to 
make 560 or more rolls a week, nor helped 
make salads for their salad bar, besides 
roasting turkeys for their once-a-month 
turkey Sunday. I won’t go any further!!! 
The pies took most of my time for their 
sake.

Do you know what??? The girls never 
had a “Grand Opening Day.” They called 
April 24, 1972 their BIG Day. Our 25th 
wedding anniversary was two days later, 
but we were glad that we had not planned 
a big celebration.

 The first year of helping the girls man-
age a restaurant was a very busy one. So 
many people encouraged them to “close” 
on Mondays, which seemed to be a slow-
er day of the week, especially after those 
very busy Sundays. At the beginning of 
1973, they did close on Mondays.

 Some of the noteworthy occurrences as 
time went by were: two of our very dear 
neighbors had girls who were about to 
begin high school that autumn, and who 
wished to have some kind of penny-mak-
ing job to help pay for perpetual expenses 
while in high school. Our girls had already 
been searching for good reliable help, and 
these girls were part of the answer. They 
began their work almost immediately and 
every Sunday from the very beginning in 
April, until four years later when our girls 
were planning to close. They opened at 8 
A.M. on Sundays and these girls worked 

the full day. After the noon rush and until 
suppertime, the girls had a bit of a rest. 
They were always happy with their tips, 
etc. It seemed that the church-goers had 
open-hearts and open billfolds when it 
came time to pay their bills. I don’t re-
member that the girls missed a day of 
work during that 4-year period. During 
this time, we had two weddings in the 
family, besides two high school gradua-
tions. There were several minor accidents, 
but all recovered nicely. Another incident 
of longevity was the week-long dishwash-
er—Kathy spent the full four years wash-
ing dishes.

It was only a short time after the girls 
opened that an elderly couple from Den-
ver discovered that I made coconut cream 
pie every day and two on Sundays. They 
did not miss a day of coming from Denver 
at two o’clock, for a piece of pie, coconut 
cream pie. If it looked as if there might 
be no pieces left, then the waitress would 
rescue the last two pieces. On Sunday, the 
waitresses always saved two pieces when 
I brought the pies.

The couple never missed a Sunday after-
noon either. There was one Sunday when 
the waitresses forgot to save the pie and 
it was discovered at almost one o’clock 
that there were two empty pans, so, since 
I had gone home early, I got the message, 
but I had extra crusts—I baked one while 
I made the filling, etc. I delivered the pie 
about fifteen minutes before the recipients 
were due. When the pie was cut and ready 
to eat, the lady marveled at the fact that it 
was still warm.

Some never to be forgotten events were 
the Sunday, April 9, 1973, at noon, yes a 
snowstorm that lasted for two days. By 
Monday afternoon, Highway U.S. 63 was 
closed north of the Big Corner, so the C & 
C Cafe was host to many stragglers who 
could go no further. Lucky for the girls, 
they had two apartments upstairs and 
many booths downstairs, along with food 
until they practically ran out.

Mother’s Days were not to be forgotten 
either—they were days that were meant 
to take “Mother” out to eat, and the girls 
found that to be true. They had begged a 
lot of their friends to help out. It was a 
Sunday, so that worked very well.

 Finally, the time came when the hus-
bands decided that the girls were working 
too hard. The first Sunday in April 1976, 
was closing day, and what a busy day, into 
the night, and so many “Goodbyes.”

Among the crowd were quite a number 
of “would-like-to-be” prospective oper-
ators of the restaurant. After only a few 
years, the place was destroyed by fire.
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319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

223 E. 1st Street • Readlyn, IA
Phone 319-279-3396
Email: readcoop@netins.net

Farmers Coop

Front row, left to right: Autumn Sullivan, Elly Schares, Chloe Kleinheksel, Jayden Wagner, Ally Parker, Sydnie Martin, Sunny Kemps, Baylee McMahon, Olivia Oldfather; middle 
row: Dawson Schmit, Cole Snyder, Tylen Hirsch, Reese Welcher, Gavin Leistikow, Cannon Joerger, Sam Banger, Skylar Plaster, Isaiah Price, Austin Hesse, Tyce Hagenow; back 
row: Keegon Brown, Kaden Brady, Isiah Morse, Coach Wyatt Forsyth, Coach Brian Krall, Coach Danny Adams, Coach Beau Sorenson, Hunter Ackerman, Brady Benning, Brock 
Beesecker. 

Wapsie Valley Warriors Wrestling Team

See story and more photos on page 10

Farm Bureau Health Plan is  
making health coverage more 
affordable for more Iowans.

ENROLLMENT IS 
OPEN YEAR-ROUND!
Contact me today:

Iowans are saving as much  
as 50% on their monthly premiums

Agent photo

Agent info

Lynne Bellile
222 Main St
Readlyn
(319) 279-4001
(515) 249-8997 Cell
https://lynnebellile.fbfsagents.com

Plans underwritten by Farm Bureau Health Benefit Plan, LLC. This coverage is not required to
comply with certain federal or state market requirements for health insurance, including the
Affordable Care Act (ACA) and is not considered “minimum essential coverage” under the
ACA. FBHP05 (5-19)

Obituaries and 
local fundraising 
events submitted 
for publication in 
the Chronicle are 
free of charge. 

Pepper 
Tournament

The winners and their scores from the 
recently held pepper tournament were:

1st Place:  Don Childs and Dave Schum-
acher - 187

2nd Place: Barb Meyer and Judy Henn 
- 173

3rd Place: Karan Boevers and Shirley 
Kuker - 161

4th Place: Deb Brunscheon and Joan 
Matthias - 133



Page 8 Readlyn Chronicle Wednesday, March 25, 2020

News from Community Lutheran School

welcomes

ALLIANCE REALTY
DENVER, IA

WENDY MOHLIS 
Re/Max Alliance is 
pleased to welcome 
Wendy (Stromer) Mohlis 
as your new local Realtor.  
Wendy is from Denver 
and was born and raised 
in Bremer County on a 
farm near Tripoli and is 
eager to serve Readlyn 
and the surrounding 
communities. Contact 
Wendy today to help you 
with your real estate needs.
Email: wendymohlis@gmail.com

https://www.remax.com 

319-269-5089

Farmers Coop Service & Repair 
See us for your 

Car & Pickup 
service needs 

Give us a call!
319-279-3396

Family  
Game Night

Joy:Fully Lutheran!

Singing with Daniel Sanchez from Camp 
Io-Dis-E-Ca

Pajama Day Creating bookmarks for congregation 
members

Thank:Fully Lutheran!

Joyfully singing with Mrs. Pat Hogan, our phenomenal music teacher! 
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News from Community Lutheran School

KIBBLES N CATNIP
PET GROOMING, LLC

319-327-4344
Treats, Bubbles and TLC!!

Full Service Grooming for dogs and cats
Carla Schwerin

1308 W. 1st Street
Sumner, Iowa 50674

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

Claire and Lily with their grandparents

The Matthias family at family breakfast
The Schmit family at our Family Breakfast 
of donuts and fruit donated by Kwik Star!

Grandparents Day in the kindergarten classroom

Parachute fun with Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca

Thursday was our community service day making ribbons for the congregation. We went 
to Bartels. We went to Willow Winds and had a lunch break at McDonalds.

Preschool through 2nd grade perform a Grandparents Day program with prayer, song, 
Bible passages, and a reader’s theatre

Cullun and his grandpa

Grandparents Day

Family Day
Camel relays!! A camel stores fat in its 
humps so it can go days without water. 
Our relay racers either got a big cup or a 
small cup with holes in the bottom. Guess 
who won?

Drinking water like camels.  Learning 
about Mongolia through activities by Lu-
theran Hour Ministries
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Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell  319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family

Warriors on the Mat
Another season of Wapsie Valley Wres-

tling is in the books. 
Even though the schedule was a bit ab-

breviated due to the cancellations of two 
tournaments, the wrestlers made great 
strides and improved throughout the sea-
son. This year’s Warrior lineup consisted 
of various combinations of their two se-
niors, four juniors, three sophomores, and 
seven freshmen. Each wrestler stepped up 
at some point in the season when the team 
needed to fill a spot in the dual team line-
up. 

On Thursday, January 23, at a home 
dual, the three Warrior seniors were rec-
ognized by fans for their dedication and 
accomplishments throughout the years. 
Senior Reese Welcher, who battled back 
from an ankle surgery in the fall, wrestled 
the second half of the season at 138. He is 
a 2018 state qualifier and earned his 100th 
career win at the Sectional Tournament. 

Brock Beeseecker ended his wrestling 
career with his best season yet. He tallied 
18 wins and was a workhorse in the prac-
tice room. 

Ally Parker has been a dedicated man-
ager for the team since coming to Wapsie 
Valley High School as a sophomore. She 
has been focused on doing anything she 
can to help the team. 

We wish these three seniors the best 
in their future endeavors at Iowa State, 
Hawkeye, and UNI respectively. We thank 
them for their contributions to our team 
and school.

The Warriors rallied at the end of the 
season, while dealing with injuries and 
illness, to finish 6th out of 13 teams at 
the NICL Conference Tournament. The 
day was highlighted by freshman Dawson 
Schmit earning 2nd Team All-Conference 
honors and junior Isiah Morse bringing 
home a conference championship and 1st 
Team All-Conference recognition.

The Sectional Tournament was held at 
MFL MarMac on February 8 and the War-
riors came ready to battle. Individually, 
nine of the 13 wrestlers placed in the top 
three in their respective weight classes. 
This propelled the team to a 2nd place 
finish and extended their dual season as 
they qualified for the regional duals for 

the third time in the last four years and the 
ninth time in school history. 

Sectional placewinners were 3rd place: 
120-FR Isaiah Price, 160-SR Brock 
Beesecker, 170-SO Hunter Ackerman, 
220-FR Keegon Brown; 2nd place: 145-
JR Brady Benning, 152-JR Tylen Hirsch; 
1st place: 106-FR Dawson Schmit, 138-
SR Reese Welcher, and 182-JR Isiah 
Morse. 

The five individuals who placed first 
or second, Schmit, Welcher, Benning, 
Hirsch, and Morse, all qualified for the 
District meet the next week at Starmont 
High School. After a tough day of wres-
tling, in a district that boasted two ranked 
teams, Dawson Schmit was the lone War-
rior who came out with his first ticket to 
the State Tournament.

Schmit entered the state tournament 
in Des Moines as the ninth seed in just 
the second year that the tournament has 
been seeded. The stage was not too big 
for Dawson, as he pinned junior John 
Schroder of Oakland-Riverside in 2:31 
in the first round. The second day of the 
tournament pitted Schmit against number 
one seed, Quincy Happel of Lisbon. Once 
again, Dawson rose to the challenge and 
controlled the match, winning 12-7 and 
solidifying his spot on the podium. The 
semi-finals brought on a rematch of the 
district final with Jaiden Moore of Don 
Bosco. Schmit narrowed the gap, but 
came up just short, losing 2-4. Saturday 
morning, the 106-pound freshman met up 
with Kael Petersen from West Fork, who 
had racked up three bonus-point victories 
on the backside. Dawson put an end to 
that streak when he initiated a flurry in the 
last minute of the match, which led to a 
reversal and pin just before time ran out. 
In the 3rd place match, he fought hard 
against a tough opponent in Garrett Rink-
en of Nashua Plainfield. Schmit ended his 
tournament by representing Wasie Valley 
in the Grand March on Saturday night and 
took his well-deserved 4th place spot on 
the podium. 

The Warriors will be working hard in 
the off-season and look forward to your 
support as they continue to battle it out on 
the mat in the future! Go Warriors!

District Qualifiers - Front row, left to right: Reese Welcher, Dawson Schmit, and Isiah 
Morse; back row: Tylen Hirsch and Brady Benning.

Schmit drives top-seeded Happel to his back in an exciting quarterfinal win.

Dawson Schmit earns 4th place at the 2020 Iowa State Tournament, the highest ever, 
for a Wapsie Valley freshman.
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A move to Willow Winds is more 
than a change of address. It’s a 
Community that ensures peace 
of mind. 

Amenities included for all tenants:
~Three home cooked meals a day                   
~Medication reminders
~Housekeeping and Laundry                             
~Emergency call pendants
~Activities                                                             
~Resident Assistant on site 24/7
~Cable & Utilities                                                 
~Nurse on call 24/7
~Wi-Fi access

www.WillowWindsDenver.com

121 Bremer Avenue
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5867

Come home to
Willow Winds

Assisted Living

Looking for people who are young at heart and wanting to let someone 
else deal with the day-to-day? Bring your home to our home.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301
www.frederikabank.com

Email news to:
ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

residential • commercial • industrial • farm
RANDY ETRINGER CELL • 319-239-7063
SHOP • 319-822-7794 FAX • 319-822-7337

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

Sunrise Catering
Jim Collins

• Full Service Catering
• Weddings
• Special Events
• Company Picnics

PO Box 190
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-4089
(319) 961-8610

www.Sunrise-Catering.com

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.

VANDAELE 
INSURANCE, INC.

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467
Fairbank, IA 50629

319-635-2526
Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.
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Ag Resources
Farmers Co-op 

223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

First National Bank
(319) 352-1340

www.myfnbbank.com

Flint Hills Resources
Fairbank 319-635-9404

Shell Rock 319-885-2012
www.fhr.com

Innovative Ag Services
  24701 Oran St., Oran, IA 50664 

(319) 638-7551

Liddle-Ebert Ltd. - Randy & Dee Liddle
Farm Drainage

1196 Hilton Ave., Plainfield, IA 50666
(319) 275-4528 • (319) 596-5280

Monsanto Dekalb/Asgrow - 
Dave Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 

Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stine/LG Seeds - Greg Matthias
2765 270th St. • (319) 279-3811

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Joe Leehey Broker Associate
(319) 415-7349

joe@sulenticfischels.com
3510 Kimball Ave., Waterloo, IA 50702

Tel: (319) 234-5000 Fax: (319) 291-7000
www.sulenticfischels.com

Kurt R. Leistikow - Attorney at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
(319) 553-3400
kurt@llollc.net

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

louiehartman@netins.net
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

Office 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Farmers Coop Service & Repair 
2640 230th St. • (319) 279-3436

K.C. Auto Body, L.T.D.
1701 East Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0881 • kcautobody@aol.com

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Denver Heating & Cooling
120 Transit St., Denver

319.406.0000

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319.352.3917

Etringer Electric
Randy Etringer, cell 319-239-7063

shop 319-822-7794, fax 319-822-7337

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Snelling Construction
309 Railroad Ave., Tripoli

319.290.0256, 319.882.3498 

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Quarter Ave. Storage
2310 Quarter Ave. (319) 240-1122

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Willow Winds Assisted Living
121Bremer Ave., Denver • (319) 984-5867

Food and
Restaurants

Fairbank Food Center
www.FairbankFoodCenter.com

Jennifer & Shawn Davis
102 4th St. N., Fairbank 

(319) 635-2139

Inspired Luncheonette
314 Main St.  (319) 279-3051

KT Shrimp Farm
101 1st St NW, Tripoli, Iowa

(319) 483-8408

Sunrise Catering
201 Main St.  (319) 279-4089

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
Office: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Farm Bureau - Jim Peters
Office (563) 578-8054
Office (319) 352-3667
Home (319) 279-3266

Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
408 W. Bremer Ave. Suite A, Waverly

(319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery
Landscape Creations

Tripoli, Iowa (319) 882-4486

Tiedt Nursery
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly (319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair

2220 Reed Ave. (319) 279-3363

Nick’s Repair - 211 Malone Ave., 
Readlyn, IA - (319) 279-3517 or 

(319) 269-5604 - Service & repair of small 
engines & outdoor power equipment

Reiter Repair LLC
3501 E. Cedar Wapsie Rd., Waterloo
319-279-3876 • Cell 319-231-2452

RA Machine
2504 230th St. • (319) 279-3161

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. • (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses

balance
Massage Therapy & Reiki

Sheila Rosengarten, LMT, RMT
136 Main St, Readlyn, IA (319)290-3392

Buhrow’s Floors N’ More
240 South State St., Denver, IA

(319) 984-5301 • (866) 984-5301
bfloorsnmore@msn.com

Cedar Valley Portables, LLC
Nashua • (319) 535-3456 or 

cedarvalleyportables@gmail.com

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Owner:  Darrin Siefken - 107 E. Bremer 

Ave., Waverly (319) 352-9129

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft

Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA (319) 635-2311 
(888) 282-9992 www.myerspolaris.com

Kibbles N Catnip Pet Grooming
1308 W. 1st St., Sumner, IA

319-327-4344

Newy’s Wireless Communications - 
US Cellular - Jeff Neuendorf

1022 Skyler St., Denver (319) 240-7150

Panther Lanes
502 7th Ave. SW, Tripoli (319) 882-3753

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269
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Deadline for 
April 29 Chronicle:
Thurs., April 16, 

11 AM

ReadlynReadlynReadlyn
Outdoors

By: Eric Johnston

1022 Skyler • Denver

Starting the 2020 
Hunting Season Now

ejohnston@mossyoakprostaff.com
With this month’s title, most of you 

would think I’m talking about getting 
ready for Iowa’s spring turkey seasons. 
And while that is on my mind, along with 
spring fishing on its way, what I’m talking 
about is getting your 2020 deer season 
started now! Wait…. It’s spring, Eric…. 
Whatever do you mean??? In this month’s 
article, I’ll break it down for you.

As you are reading this, it’s late March 
and signs of spring are all around us. Rob-
ins in our yards, red-winged blackbirds 
on the fence lines, and plentiful water-
fowl using the Wapsi to make their annual 
spring migration north. While this gets me 
in full gear for fishing and turkey hunting, 
it also brings a level of excitement think-
ing of the fall ahead. I know I may sound 
crazy, but not a day goes by that I don’t 
think about bow-hunting whitetails and 
how to make my time in the woods more 
successful. This is the time of year that I 
can make my road map and start a plan for 
that big buck come fall. 

As the snow melts, it opens up a pre-
served time capsule, so to speak, of ev-
erything that happened in your hunting 
area the previous fall. Shed antler hunting 
continues to gain popularity across the 
country, and, while I love to find sheds, 
they have become more of a bonus while 
spring scouting than a purpose. If I’m 

dedicated to strictly shed hunting, I will 
approach the woods much differently than 
I do scouting. 

I find most of my shed antlers in bed-
ding areas and in fields where they feed. 
My purpose with spring scouting is to 
try to figure out how bucks traveled, fed, 
bedded, rubbed, scraped, and where they 
lived in October and November. I’m not 
all that interested in where they lived in 
February and shed their antlers. 

With that being said, I start by looking 
at aerial photos of the particular property 
I’m scouting to hunt. I want to first search 
out the food source and the thicker bed-
ding areas. Most of your bow hunting, ex-
cept for a few weeks in late October and 
early November, will be done on a bed-
ding/feeding travel pattern. 

Once I’ve established that, I look for 
pinch points in terrain and areas where 
the natural terrain will funnel deer 
movement. These can be areas such as 
creek crossings, river bends where it 
decreases the amount of timber next to 
open ground, edges, and fence crossings. 
After I’ve found all this on my ONx 
mapping app, I put on the boots and start 
walking. 

This time of year is so much fun to 
scout as you don’t need to worry about 
pushing deer out of your area because 
hunting season is months away. You can 
plunge right into that bedding area that 
you couldn’t last fall in worries of spook-

ing the deer. I will start at the food source 
and follow trails that lead back into the 
bedding areas. Along the way I look for 
last fall’s rubs along these trails. It’s fun to 
dream about the buck that possibly made 
the rubs on trees when you find a big tree 
that was rubbed. It’s also a useful tool in 
narrowing down where to ambush a buck 
next season. 

If you find multiple rubs along a trail, 
there’s a great chance that the same buck 
will use it in the coming fall as deer are 
very habitual creatures. If he didn’t make 
it through last hunting season, another 
buck will more than likely take over the 
area as there’s probably a good reason it 
was being utilized. 

Also look for scrapes on the ground 
along the way. If you have rubs and 
scrapes along a deer trail, follow it until 
you get into thick area, or where it stops, 
and you will more than likely have found 
his bedding area and the pieces of the puz-
zle will start to come together. 

Once you’ve established feeding and 
bedding, start to walk the trails leading in 
and out and look for places that the terrain 

features pinch everything down to up your 
odds of a close shot opportunity this fall. 
Once I narrow that down, I will go as far 
as finding the perfect tree to hang a tree 
stand and waypoint it on my gps. The rea-
son I waypoint it is, once you go in late 
summer/early fall, everything will look 
different. But you will know full well how 
it will look come October through your 
spring scouting. 

So, before the vegetation starts growing 
and the leaves start to bud on the trees, 
hit the woods and find your areas where 
you might just get that big buck in the 
fall of 2020!! Until next time GET OUT-
DOORS! 
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PANTHER 
LANES

Restaurant•Bar•Bowling
Russell & Jessica Novak

Hwy. 93 W, Tripoli • 319-882-3753

SPECIALS:
Mondays

Tenderloin $3.00
Tuesdays 

Hamburger $1.75
Wednesdays

Maid-Rite $2.50
Thursdays

Taco $2.00 Taco Salad $6.00
Fridays

Fish Sandwich $4.00
Mon.-Fri. 10:30 am-10 pm

Sat. 11 am-10 pm; Sun. 4-9 pm

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner

207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly

319-352-9129
info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com

Readlyn City Library
309 Main, P.O. Box 249

Readlyn, IA 50668
readlynlib@gmail.com

May 28 

through 

June 1

Readlyn Spring City-Wide Garage Sales
Friday, May 29 From Noon – 8 PM 

Saturday, May 30 From 7 AM -1:00 PM
Please drop off your registration and $5.00 to the Readlyn Library by Wednesday, May 27.  

We’ll place the ads in newspapers—you provide your yard signs. Maps of listings will be on 
readlyn.lib.ia.us, and can be picked up at the Kwik Star and Library at noon on Friday, May 29.

Readlyn City-Wide Garage Sales Sign-up Sheet
Cost:  $5.00

Friday, May 29 Noon – 8 PM • Saturday, May 30 7 AM – 1 PM
Name: _____________________________________________________________

Address of Sale: _____________________________________________________

Items you want mentioned:

________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
Please turn in your listing and money to the library by Wednesday, May 27. If your sale will run 

different hours than those listed, please indicate. The list will be on the library website by noon Friday. 
The Goodwill truck will be parked behind the library from May 28 – June 1.  Goodwill accepts: books, 
furniture, computers, clothing, shoes, baby clothes, small working appliances, vases, pots, toys, VHS & 
DVD movies, frames.  Goodwill CANNOT ACCEPT: large appliances, TVs, hide-a-beds, beds & mat-
tresses, construction materials, chemicals, tires and live plants.

Celebrate Easter 
Sunday, 

April 12, 2020
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 Kristi Demuth, Agent 
 Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc. 
 408 W Bremer Ave Ste A, 
Waverly 
 Bus: (319) 352-5530 
 kdemuth@amfam.com   

 American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I., American Family Insurance Company, 
 Midvale Indemnity Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
 007388 – Rev. 2/15 ©2015 – 11624425  

more than your farm,
your american dream.

We offer coverage that includes coverage for buildings, equipment and liability—
all at competitive rates. call today to get a quote to protect you and your farm.

News from Wapsie Valley Elementary

In February, we celebrated our 100th Day of School!

Second graders can compare and contrast two things!



Send news 
of your club, 

organization or 
church to the 

Readlyn 
Chronicle at:
 Readlyn
Chronicle

@gmail.com

Snelling Construction
New Construction

Remodeling
Concrete Work our Specialty

20 Years of Experience
309 Railroad Ave., Tripoli, IA

319.290.0256 • 319.882.3498

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Philip Giradin
Sunday School 9 am

Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Divine Parish Worship 

at St. Matthews, 9:00 a.m.
Mid-week Service at Zion, 

Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.
Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Philip Giradin

Worship 8:30 AM

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3643
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

Sunday Divine Worship Service 8:00 a.m.
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays

Mid-week Service Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.
Evening Circle 1st Thursday 6 p.m.

Auto    Home    Life

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave.

Waverly, IA
319-352-3667

Call today to see how I make 
insurance simple and can help you 
protect what matters.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member 
SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+*, Western Agricultural Insurance Company+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West 
Des Moines, IA . + Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC026-ML-1 (4-13)

Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357
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Kaiser-Corson responds to COVID-19
(Dated) 3-16-2020

To The Families and Communities 
We Serve:

Assisting families and friends with loss 
is our privilege and honor as funeral direc-
tors. Given the reality of the COVID-19 
pandemic, it is important to know that we 
are taking precautions to limit exposure 
to the coronavirus. We are still operating 
24 hours a day, seven days a week making 
certain that those entrusted to our care and 
the families we serve are receiving unin-
terrupted service and attention, regardless 
of the cause of death.

In the last days and weeks, we have 
been in contact with the Centers of Dis-
ease Control (CDC), Iowa Department of 
Public Health, state and federal agencies 
as well as the National and the Iowa Fu-
neral Directors Association to ensure the 

information we receive is as current as 
possible. In addition, as part of our annual 
license renewal, we participate in public 
health and safety training.

As health officials have indicated, one 
way to limit the spread of the COVID-19 
virus is through limiting public gather-
ings. As of March 15, 2020, the Centers 
for Disease Control  (CDC) has limited  
gatherings to 50 people or less for the next 
eight weeks. Therefore, to remain compli-
ant, effective immediately we are limiting 
visitations and funeral services to mem-
bers of the deceased family, not to exceed 
50 people. As funeral directors, we nor-
mally encourage the gathering of family, 
friends and community members when a 
death occurs; there is power in expressing 
and accepting sympathies to each other. 
However, following the guidelines is in 

the best interest of the public at large, and 
we will follow the recommendations set 
forth by the CDC.

Our sympathies go out to anyone who 
has the additional burden of grief and loss 
during this time, and we are here to guide 
each family with their particular needs 
on an individual basis. We encourage be-
reaved families to work with us to create 
meaningful services that fall within the 
CDC’s emergency order of limiting large 
public gatherings.

We are your neighbors and friends. Fu-
neral directors live and work in your com-
munities and we take the impact of this 
pandemic seriously.

Please know that above all, we are 
committed to the families we serve. We 
remain focused on maintaining high stan-
dards and ethical practices as we serve 

the dead and bereaved with the health and 
well-being of our communities in mind as 
we move forward together in the coming 
weeks and months.

Sincerely,
Kaiser-Corson Funeral Homes Inc. 
Darren O’Donnell
Jon Dumermuth 
Ryan Tucker 
Denee Muller 
Dean Boeckman

 

 

 

 

 

 

3-16-2020 

To The Families and Communities We Serve, 

Assisting families and friends with loss is our privilege and honor as funeral directors. Given the reality of the COVID-19 
pandemic, it is important to know that we are taking precautions to limit exposure to the coronavirus. We are still operating 
24 hours a day, seven days a week making certain that those entrusted to our care and the families we serve are 
receiving uninterrupted service and attention, regardless of the cause of death. 

In the last days and weeks, we have been in contact with the Centers of Disease Control (CDC), Iowa Department of 
Public Health, state and federal agencies as well as the National and the Iowa Funeral Directors Association to ensure the 
information we receive is as current as possible. In addition, as part of our annual license renewal, we participate in public 
health and safety training. 

As health officials have indicated, one way to limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus is through limiting public gatherings. 
As of March 15, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has limited gatherings to 50 people or less for the 
next eight weeks. Therefore, to remain compliant, effective immediately we are limiting visitations and funeral services to 
members of the deceased family, not to exceed 50 people. As funeral directors, we normally encourage the gathering of 
family, friends and community members when a death occurs; there is power in expressing and accepting sympathies to 
each other. However, following the guidelines is in the best interest of the public at large, and we will follow the 
recommendations set forth by the CDC.  

Our sympathies go out to anyone who has the additional burden of grief and loss during this time, and we are here to 
guide each family with their particular needs on an individual basis. We encourage bereaved families to work with us to 
create meaningful services that fall within the CDC’s emergency order of limiting large public gatherings. 

We are your neighbors and friends. Funeral directors live and work in your communities and we take the impact of this 
pandemic seriously. 

Please know that above all, we are committed to the families we serve. We remain focused on maintaining high standards 
and ethical practices as we serve the dead and bereaved with the health and well-being of our communities in mind as we 
move forward together in the coming weeks and months. 

Sincerely, 

 

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Homes Inc.  

Darren O’Donnell 
Jon Dumermuth 
Ryan Tucker 
Denee Muller 
Dean Boeckman 

 


