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Home of 857 Friendly People and One Old Grump

Highs and lows mark 2020 for the Becker family
By Cheryl Parker

It was about a year ago on a Thursday, 
that Josh and Alissa Becker had a visit 
from Josh’s brother, Nick Becker. Cur-
rently serving at the naval base in Groten, 
CT, Nick was on leave and came home to 
visit his family. When he saw his nephew 
Liam, he was concerned that he looked 
so pale. Nick had a toddler of his own, 
and thought Liam also seemed to have an 
excessive amount of bruising, and his en-
ergy was really low. Josh and Alissa had 
noticed this, but hadn’t given it too much 
thought; Alissa is fair skinned, and these 
changes had come about so gradually. 

That evening the family gathered to-
gether in Jesup with Josh’s parents, Dave 
and Marcie Becker. Because Josh and 
Alissa were both going to work the next 
day, Marcie volunteered to take Liam to 
the doctor. He was seen by Dawn Kleve, 
ARNP, at MercyOne in Jesup. Kleve con-
sulted with Liam’s primary care provider, 
Stefani Pitkin, PA-C. Lanette Bloes took 
a blood sample which they immediately 
sent to Covenant Hospitals in Waterloo. 

An hour after their appointment, Josh 
received a phone call from the clinic that 
they were concerned about Liam’s blood 
work. Forty-five minutes later, another 

phone call from University of Iowa Hos-
pitals informed Josh that his son was di-
agnosed with leukemia.

The Becker family’s lives would be 
forever changed from that point on. They 
rushed Liam to Iowa City where he was 
given an IV. On Saturday a port was surgi-
cally implanted to receive the chemothera-
py that would be a big part of his life going 
forward. 

That initial hospital stay lasted seven 
days. He would return to Stead Family 
Children’s Hospital once a week for che-
motherapy for the next 11 months.

Last month the family got some good 
news. Liam’s condition had stabilized to 
the point he could go on a “maintenance” 
schedule of monthly treatments. Alissa is 
excited that Liam now has more energy, 
his color has come back, and his hair is 
growing.

Josh and Alissa and their children live 
just east of Jesup. Josh had been working 
for the railroad, then took some classes 
at Hawkeye Community College, and 
has now joined his dad’s business, Dave's 
Electric. 

Alissa is employed by VGM in Wa-
terloo, and says they have been very 
supportive. Alissa's co-workers at VGM 

wanted to help raise money while at the 
same time creating shirts for the com-
munity to show their support. Josh and 
Alissa worked with Patty Rhoades, Gil-
bertville, to come up with the design. 
Rhoades has experience with Bosco gear, 
and was able to coordinate with Alissa's 
friends at VGM to make it happen. 

Alissa was furloughed from VGM due 
to COVID-19, and is now on maternity 
leave. While they were going through the 
initial shock of Liam’s diagnosis, they 
got another surprise: Alissa was preg-
nant! Archer James Becker was born 
June 23; he joins sister Gracie Lu, who 
is one (turning two years old in Novem-
ber). Liam is two years old (turning three 
in October). 

Alissa says, “At the time of Liam’s di-
agnosis we had two under two, now we 
have three under three!”

Alissa grew up in Readlyn, and is very 
appreciative of the support they have re-
ceived from their families and friends in 
Readlyn and Jesup, as well as siblings that 
don’t live close but have made an effort to 
come more frequently and help out. Alissa 
is the daughter of Barry and Lisa Witten-
burg of Readlyn. Josh also has family in 
Readlyn: his sister Ashley married Alissa’s 
cousin, Isaac Happel. LuAnn Happel is 
Liam’s grandmother, and Betty Becker of 
Jesup is Liam’s great-grandmother. 

Alissa said, “It is never good timing 
for something like this, but we know we 
are in the best hands possible. We are 
making life the best it can be, and adjust-
ing to our new normal.” Josh and Alissa 
are so thankful for their incredible sup-
port system of family and friends in the 

Jesup and Readlyn area.
It will come as no surprise that this 

young family has a lot of extra expenses 
related to Liam’s diagnosis. He has five 
oral medications on the kitchen counter. 
Some he takes daily, some are on other 
schedules. Alissa says the UI pharmacy 
and the Jesup Pharmacy have both been 
as accommodating as they can be, but 
there is still co-pay. 

If Liam gets a fever, he is required to 
stay at the hospital for seven days. Since 
only one parent can be with him (because 
of COVID-19) they take turns, neither 
wanting to compromise their work obli-
gations. That is a lot of trips to Iowa City. 
Friends have given them gas cards, and 
the UI Dance Marathon has also been a 
source of financial assistance. 

When Joe Miller heard about Liam’s 
condition, he felt compelled to do some-
thing, but what? Joe travels a lot for 
work, but lives in Fairbank. He has been 
good friends with Liam’s grandfather, 
Barry Wittenburg, since they met at Wap-
sie Valley School in the eighth grade. Joe 
and another friend, Todd Kuethe, decided 
they would host a fundraiser. Before they 
could get it organized COVID-19 hit, and 
all plans changed. 

The two set up an account at Read-
lyn Savings Bank to accept donations. 
About $2500 has been received in anony-
mous donations, mostly through word of 
mouth. That check was presented to the 
family recently, however, their expenses 
continue. If anyone would like to help out 
this family, checks are still being accept-
ed at Readlyn Savings Bank, 141 Main 
St., P.O. Box 40, Readlyn, IA 50668.

Josh and Alissa Becker, and their son, Liam, wear the special “Liam’s Warriors” shirts 
which were created and sold by Alissa’s co-workers at VGM.

Josh and Alissa Becker, and their three children picked up a check for $2,500 at Read-
lyn Savings Bank recently, funds were have been collected by caring community mem-
bers to help with medical bills and travel funds.

Like all boys, Liam loves big equipment. In this photo the family got up close to a bull-
dozer doing some work on Grandpa Dave Becker’s driveway.
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Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Grace Imbrogno

Trending Now

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Louie Hartman

Because a 2020 Grump was not crowned 
this year due to Covid and Grump Days 
cancelled, the past Grumps will each take 
a month to continue the Chronicle tradi-
tion.  A theme was suggested, “Grumps 
After Dark”, but who wants to know about 
that!? 

I volunteered to go first but now strug-
gle with interesting content.  Like most of 
you, there has been very little traveling 
and social life and I really miss it.  How-
ever, there is so much to be thankful for 
here in Readlyn.  The derecho with all its 
damage was so close.   We were spared 
from this storm but there were many dona-
tions of supplies and manpower that were 
donated to our southern neighbors.  

We could have done without the hail 
storm early morning of Sept. 6.  I see ad-
justers looking at roofs so we have called 
ours, but really hoping we don’t have to 
repeat the 2013 roof project.  

Readlyn has remained mostly healthy 
from Covid-19.  We can get out to walk, 
go the park, work in our lawns without 

fear.  We can be thankful for our quality 
of life.  

The Community Club met in person 
in August at Inspired.  Thank you, Kim.  
Events that are back are the Golf Cart ride 
on Sept. 19.  Esther Wittenburg will be the 
honored guest at the totally awesome age 
of 112.  Happy Birthday, Esther.  Fall dec-
orating is scheduled for Sat. Sept. 26 at 9 
am.  Plans are being made for Santa’s visit 
on December 12 with fireworks to greet 
his arrival.  This year’s garage sales were 
very successful.  Plan on holding your ga-
rage sale this year during Grump Days on 
Thurs. 4-8, Friday 8-5, and Saturday on 
your own.  

On a personal note, I am very disap-
pointed in my number of completed proj-
ects during this stay-at-home time.  There 
was a saying going around that was some-
thing like, “I said I didn’t have enough 
time, seems that wasn’t the problem.”  
Yep, it’s all about motivation or lack of.  
Oh well, a cold, snowy winter might be 
more productive.  Stay safe and well!  

Hello Readlyn! I am so happy you 
are joining me for my second month of 
TRENDING NOW!! 

This month, the proud change in our 
community is our Jr./Sr. High School’s 
facelift!! As I stated last month, the com-
mons area of the high school has taken 
on an amazing upgrade. It is decked out 
in black and gold wall murals, two TVs 
with a daily presentation, two booths, a 
big couch with seating on both the side 
and top, a few high tables, and a large cir-
cular booth for upperclassmen students to 
spend study hall periods in. Also, our tro-
phy cases have been rearranged to better 
showcase the many athletic achievements 
in our school’s recent history.

On top of this, the gym has undergone 
a major upgrade! We now have two mats 
that run the length of the wall, slogans and 
sayings on the stairs, The Warrior Way is 
painted across the perimeter of the walls, 
the gym floor is newly painted and sealed, 
and new banners hang above the visi-
tor side bleachers representing the other 
schools in our conference. 

On September 15, my sister and I were 
driving up to school and we noticed a large 
metal Wapsie Valley sign sitting on top of 
the main entrance doors. We thought this 
was cool because, at night, it cast a large 
shadow on the part of the building behind it 
that reads Wapsie Valley as the light shines. 

Over the summer the Spanish class-
room floor was leveled and painted fresh 
in black and gold. For as long as my Span-
ish teacher, Maestra, has been teaching at 
Wapsie, her floor has been unlevel. Now 
she has a floor that is our school colors 
and doesn't make our table desks shift and 
wobble. 

All of these new upgrades have had an 
amazing effect on the appearance of our 
school and are enjoyed by the students and 
staff, which shows our Warrior pride. So 
the next time you are headed out to cheer 
on the Warriors, maybe you can take a sec-
ond to come look at all the improvements 
yourself! 

Thank you for coming to my section of 
the paper!
-Grace, Miss Readlyn 2020
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Readlyn Community Happenings

Deadline for the October 28  
Readlyn Chronicle  

is Thurs., Oct. 15 at 5 PM

BUILDING TRUST. DELIVERING SOLUTIONS.

BUSINESS & PERSONAL

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

RISK MANAGEMENT & MORE!

AGRIBUSINESS SOLUTIONS

Get local expertise and the service you deserve 
from The Accel Group’s dedicated team!

Serving clients across Iowa with offices in 
Cedar Rapids | Waverly | Cedar Falls

319.483.4854 | acceladvantage.com Proud to 
partner with:

CROP, FARM, LIVESTOCK

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Darrin Siefken, Owner

207 East Bremer Avenue
Waverly

319-352-9129
info@crawdaddyoutdoors.com
www.crawdaddyoutdoors.com

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

Senior Citizens meet
On August 19, 2020, 17 members at-

tended the 11:30 AM meal at Inspired for 
the Senior Citizens lunch and meeting. We 
all practiced our social distancing because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ron Leistikow led everyone in prayer 
before our delicious meal. After our deli-
cious meal, the meeting was called to or-
der by Ron Leistikow, the President.

The Treasurer’s report was read by 
Charlie Albrecht and the balance in the ac-
count after expenses was $246.00. Motion 
was made by Janet Ladage and seconded 
by Verdeen Pavelec to approve the Trea-
surer’s report. Motion carried.

Lois Thacher read the Secretary’s min-
utes from the July 15, 2020 meeting.  Sec-
retary’s minutes were approved after cor-
rections on the Secretary’s report. A March 
birthday for Verdeen Pavelec was omitted 
on July’s minutes and a birthday for Mary 
Chapin was omitted for the month of July. 
Happy birthday to these two ladies! Mo-
tion was made by Roland Schmidt and 
seconded by Marlys Deterding to approve 
after corrections made. Motion carried.

The members all sang “Happy Birth-
day” to Lois Thacher and Judith Leistikow 
as they both have birthdays in August. We 
also congratulated and sang “Happy An-
niversary” to Charlie and Wilda Albrecht 
as they were married 57 years on August 
2 and Freddie and Sonja Bast as they were 
married 62 years on August 31.

We sent GaryLee Thurm a get-well card 
and we sent a sympathy card to the Hueb-
ner family as Wilbert Huebner had passed 
away on August 2, 2020 and his funeral 
was August 7, 2020 at 10:30 AM at Im-
manuel Lutheran Church-Klinger.

Old Business:
The Ice Cream Social at the Readlyn 

Historical building on August 9 from 5:00 
to 7:00 PM was a success. One hundred 
and twenty people attended. The Hightail 
ice cream was made by Natalie Eick. It 
was a very fine homemade ice cream and 
is for sale in the area this summer.

New Business:
Pie Day and open house will be Sunday, 

September 13 at the Poor Farm from noon 
until 3:00 PM. Drive-thru pies and sand-
wiches plus building tours will be avail-
able. Come see all the collected memories 
of county towns and cities that are on dis-

play.
The Readlyn Community Club’s Annu-

al Golf Cart Ride will be September 19 
from 1:30 to 4:00 PM. The ride will start in 
Readlyn on the lot behind Ron Hartman’s 
at 248 Clark Street and go to Killdeer and 
then back to Readlyn. Meet at 1:15 PM 
there if you plan to attend. Private carts 
are welcome. For anyone needing a cart, 
RCC is paying the full amount for the cart 
rental from Rudy’s in Denver. To reserve 
a golf cart, please contact Pat Wehr: Cell 
at 319-415-2001, Home at 279-3001 by 
Saturday, September 12.  

December 13, 2020 will be Christmas 
for Readlyn. Location is still undeter-
mined. Santa will be in town with a Chili 
Supper and Fireworks later, since we did 
not have Grump Days and our fireworks in 
June. There will be more to come on this 
event at a later date.

The next Senior Citizens’ meeting will 
be September 16 at 11:30 AM at Inspired.

Motion was made by Sonja Bast and 
seconded by Marlys Deterding to ad-
journ the meeting. Motion carried. No 
card-playing because of the pandemic.
Lois Thacher, Secretary

Thank You
Thank you everyone 

for keeping me in your 
thoughts and prayers 

during my hospital stay 
due to pneumonia. 

GaryLee Thurm 

Esther Wittenburg 
celebrated her 112nd birthday on 

September 27, 2020.

Auxiliary 
meets

The Wayne Teisinger VFW Auxiliary 
#5661, Readlyn met at the home of Luann 
Happel with 5 members present.

The meeting opened with prayer, and 
the Pledge of Allegiance. The minutes and 
treasurer's reports were read and accepted. 
General orders and chairman reports were 
read by members. Volunteer hours were 
turned in with 87 hours reported in July.

September is Military Suicide Aware-
ness Month, with 20 veterans committing 
suicide everyday. September is Poppyless 
Poppy Drive. Pow-Wow is October 22-
25 in Des Moines. Wilda Albrect made a 
beautiful wreath with poppies in it. 

We're going to decorate the display case 
in the Library for November. 

Readlyn Auxiliary got 2nd place in the 
state for 100% membership dues in early. 
We got a new VFW Storebook. Nation-
al President Sandi Onstwedder will visit 
Iowa, September 13-15. One member was 
affected by the derecho storm. A motion 
was made by Darlene Peters and second-
ed by Wilda Albrecht to adjourn, carried. 
Hostess was Luann Happel.



Page 4 Readlyn Chronicle Wednesday, September 30, 2020 

 

Patrick Brodigan 
Miranda Wheeler 

 

********************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Phone and Fax: 319-279-3432 Email: readlynlib@gmail.com Website:  www.readlyn.lib.ia.us 

 
Are we leaving something out that you would like to see?  Let us know if you 

have any program, class, event, or service ideas!  
Have a favorite program?  

Let us know that too. 

Programs 

Book Talk - Last Thursday of the Month, 7:00-8:00 

Adult (and youth) Coloring - Second Tuesday of the 
Month, 1:00-5:00 

Novel Knitters - Every Monday, 6:00-7:00 

Foot Clinic - Third Thursday of the Month, 10:30-
11:30 

Visit Our Webpage! 
https://

www.readlyn.lib.ia.us/ 

Monday 10:00 - 7:00 
Tuesday 10:00 - 5:00 

Wednesday 10:00 - 5:00 

Thursday 10:00 - 7:00 
Friday 10:00 - 5:00 

Saturday 9:00 - 12:00 

Events 

Readlyn Scavenger Hunts 

Sidewalk Obstacle Course 

Virtual Museum Exhibits 

Banned Book Week, 27 Sep - 3 Oct 

Missing Persons Table, 11 Nov  

Services 

Fax / Print / Scan 

Conference Room 

Test Proctoring 

Interlibrary Loans 

Internet/WiFi 

Coming Soon! 

(Let us know if you are interested) 

Health Classes—eating, exercise, and more 

Leadership Courses—general theories (are 
leaders born or taught) to modern con-

cepts such as meta-leadership 

Readlyn Stories—residents telling their own 
stories, a spoken history of local people and 

events 

Thank you for  
your generosity 

Cash Donations 
In Memory of Wilbur Huebner 
Keith and Ann Fettkether 
 
In Memory of Kathleen Elliott 
Roger & Connie Buhr 

Hours: 

#1 New York Times Bestseller and #1 International Bestseller 

This beautiful, illuminating tale of hope and courage is based on inter-
views that were conducted with Holocaust survivor and Auschwitz-
Birkenau tattooist Ludwig (Lale) Sokolov—an unforgettable love story in 
the midst of atrocity. 

A vivid, harrowing, and ultimately hopeful re-creation of Lale Sokolov's 
experiences as the man who tattooed the arms of thousands of prisoners 
with what would become one of the most potent symbols of the Holo-
caust, The Tattooist of Auschwitz is also a testament to the endurance of 
love and humanity under the darkest possible conditions.  

If you are interested in participating in Book Talk but cannot attend in person contact 
us and we will provide virtual access through zoom. 

Readlyn Reads - Book Talk 
 
Oct's title: The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Gail Honeyman 
Pick up a copy at the library and join us for discussion on Oct 29th. 

Foot Clinics Are 
Back 

 
 The Bremer County Health 

Department holds foot clinics 
at the Readlyn Library on the 
3rd Thursday of every month. 

 

Flu Shots 
 

14 October 
From  

11:00—12:00 
 

 

 

As of Monday September 20th we have resumed normal business hours! 
 

Monday and Thursday 10:00 – 7:00 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10:00 – 5:00 

Saturday 9:00 – 12:00 
Here is a reminder of what available to you at the Readlyn Library! 

Digital Resources 
 

Hoopla 
Bridges 

Gale 
Brainfuse 
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Readlyn, Long Ago
Compiled by Bob Thran

The life and times of Glenn Wittenburg
Glenn Wittenburg was born in 1926 to 

Ted and Bertha Wittenburg. He had four 
brothers, Delbert, Arlin, Leo, and Elmer. 
All were mischievous, fun-loving and on 
the wild side. However, Glenn stood out 
from the group. 

He married Helen Hills on October 8, 
1944. They had three sons, Denny, Rod 
and Barry. I have written an account of 
some of Glenn's antics, some from my 
own recollection and some from friends 
of Glenn. I left Readlyn in 1959. All of 
these escapades happened more than 60 
years ago. Glenn owned his own trucking 
business at that time.

Al Fortsch
Al was riding along with Glenn de-

livering a load of corn to somewhere in 
Missouri. The truck was underpowered. 
Glenn had to increase speed downhill so 
going up the next hill was easier. They 
were riding along picking up speed going 
downhill. There was a town at the bottom 
of the hill. Glenn barreled through the 
town. Unfortunately, a cop was sitting in 
a police car and soon, lights flashing, he 
chased us up the hill. 

Glenn quickly stopped the truck, 
jumped out and approached the officer, 
who had never seen him before and said to 
the officer, "Hi there! How are you today? 
I haven't seen you in a long time. How's 
the family?" The policeman was taken 
aback from Glenn's greeting, thinking that 
he surely must know Glenn. He did not 
give Glenn a ticket. Al was shocked.

Vince Maurer
Vince was riding in a car with Glenn on 

Highway 3 circa 1947. They were travel-
ing east somewhere between the Big Cor-
ner and Readlyn. Glenn was around 23 
and Vince was 19. There was oncoming 
traffic. The car they were following was 
going too slow to suit Glenn. Glenn, out of 
patience, turned right, off onto the shoul-
der, and passed the car on the right. This 
was more than 60 years ago when High-
way 3 was more narrow and the shoulder 
was also narrow. After pulling back on the 
road, Glenn, with a straight face, looked 
over at Vince and said, "When I was 
younger I did a lot of crazy stuff but now 
that I'm older, I've got a lot more sense."

Vern Schweer
Vern had just gotten a new bicycle. 

Somehow the bike got out onto Highway 
3. Glenn was on the bicycle hanging onto 
the side of the car. Whoever was driving 
the car kept going faster and faster. There 
was Glenn, hanging onto the side of the 
car, traveling 80 miles an hour down the 
highway. Scary?

Wilbert Hagenow
One evening, while in Waver1y, Glenn 

spotted two cops sitting in a squad car. He 
recognized both. He sped past them, bait-
ing them into a chase. The chase was on!

They went tearing around Waver1y, 
cops’ lights flashing, through alleys, side 
streets, etc. Finally Glenn lost them. How-
ever, the cops knew who they were chas-
ing. 

Helen's parents lived in Waver1y and 
they knew Glenn's car was parked there. 
They went up to the door, knocked and 
were invited in. Wilbert said that Glenn 
had the cops laughing so hard they never 
even gave him a ticket.

Bob Thran
Glenn and Elmer finished a job shelling 

corn on a farm near Fredricksburg. They 
were moving to another job near West 
Union. To save time in the move, they 
tied a rope from the com sheller to a small 
tractor, then hitched the elevator onto the 
tractor, then added some drags. A patrol-
man stopped them and accused Glenn of 
being too long. Glenn argued that the trac-
tor broke down and he had to get it off the 
highway.

The patrolman didn't buy. He gave 
Glenn the end of the tape measure and 
told him to hold it at the front bumper. 
Glenn said he cheated by slowly moving 
past the cab all the way to the sheller. The 
patrolman announced they were 50 feet 
too long. The fine for being over length 
was one dollar an inch. Fifty feet equals 
600 inches. A dollar an inch meant a fine 
of $600.

A helluva lot of money in the ‘60s. I 
had recently bought a brand new Ford for 
$1400.

Glenn was told to appear before the Jus-
tice of the Peace in West Union.

He asked me to ride along. The JP was 
not home. His wife said he was at the 
Fayette County Fair. We searched at the 
fair and found him. He invited us back to 
his office. He looked up Glenn's case in 
his records and then said firmly, “$600 
plus $7.00 court costs.” Glenn protest-
ed by explaining to him that the tractor 
broke down and he had to get it off the 
highway.He also didn't buy Glenn's story. 
After more discussion, the JP summed it 
all up by saying, with a little sympathy in 
his voice, "$600 is a lot of money and you 
had to go out of your way to look for me 
at the fair." (At this stage it appeared he 
might hopefully lower the fine). However, 
his abrupt verdict was "$600 fine and I'll 
drop my $7.00 cost." What a let down.

Ted Wittenburg (Glenn's father)
I was visiting with Ted when he said 

while laughing, "That devil (meaning 
Glenn) goes around and visits all the 
weigh stations in the area before Christ-
mas and gives each of the workers a fifth 
of whiskey."

Wayne Kuethe
Glenn was hauling a load of rock travel-

ing south on Highway 63, near the Tripoli 
turn-off. A patrolman stopped him and or-
dered Glenn to drive to the weigh station 
located several miles south at the corner of 
Highway 3 and 63, to be weighed. Glenn 
knew he was overweight. To solve his 
problem he flipped the switch, spreading 
rock on Highway 63 to lighten the load. 
He weighed legal. Problem solved.

Harlan Heineman, who was married 
to Wayne's sister, Judy, was riding with 
Glenn hauling hay. Harlan noticed a 
hatchet in the cab and asked Glenn what 
the hatchet was for. Glenn's explanation 
was: If ever he is overweight with a load 
of bales and is stopped by a patrolman he 
can chop the rope so that bales would fall 
off the trailer.

Denver's Exciting 
Fritz "Speed" Wittenburg

Glenn had an uncle, Fritz Wittenburg, 
who lived in Denver. I remember him as 
being a businessman in Denver. In his 
younger days, Fritz was known far and 
wide for operating a successful business, 
distributing alcohol during the prohibi-
tion era. In simpler terms, he was a well-
known bootlegger. 

Some alcohol sold was distilled local-
ly, but most came from a source in East 
Dubuque in Illinois. Fritz would often 
make runs along the same road (pres-
ent Highway 3) to pick up his supply of 
booze. Law enforcement officials along 
the way became aware of Fritz and his ac-

tivity. The story is that they often tried but 
were unable to stop him. He and his Mod-
el T Ford outran them. I was told that he 
was given the nickname "Speed" by those 
lawmen who were not able to catch him. 

Speed Wittenburg and Elda had two 
sons, Luverne and Don. Don and Esther 
Wittenburg live in Denver. Don is 92 and 
Esther, 91, and they have been married 72 
years.

Arnold
By Bob Thran

This is my recollection of the great don-
key saga in Readlyn. Glenn was at an auc-
tion. Arnold Hexom was the auctioneer. 
My guess is that when Arnold could not 
get an opening bid on a donkey, he taunted 
Glenn into bidding. Glenn bid and got him 
for a dollar. He named the donkey Arnold 
in honor of Arnold Hexom. He brought 
him back to Readlyn and housed him in 
a shed located near their present property. 

Arnold was involved in one of the great-
est crimes in the history of Readlyn. Some 
dastardly culprits kidnapped Arnold. He 
went missing for a time. I heard Arnold 
was located east of Klinger, near the seven 
bridges. Glenn brought Arnold back home 
and put him to good use. 

As shown in the picture below, you can 
see that Arnold is proudly riding in the 
back of Glenn's car. Glenn would first 
load Arnold onto the car, then hitch a cart 
behind the car. Glenn and Arnold would 
travel to towns in the area having cele-
brations and be in their parades. He and 
Arnold were good advertising for Glenn's 
trucking business.

The story about Arnold is an example 
of Glenn Wittenburg's devilish, fun-loving 
character. He had charisma. He was fun to 
be around. You would never know what 
would happen next. I enjoyed him as a 
friend. If everybody were alike, wouldn't 
this be a boring world?

Left to right are Kenny Staack, Keith Staack and Denny Wittenburg in front of Glenn Wittenburg’s car and the famous donkey, Arnold. 
This photo was taken in March 1959.
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News from Wapsie Valley Elementary
Students are enjoying being back to 

school and following safety protocols.

2nd grade students are practicing math skills.
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Sunrise Catering
Jim Collins

• Full Service Catering
• Weddings
• Special Events
• Company Picnics

PO Box 190
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-4089
(319) 961-8610

www.Sunrise-Catering.com

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

The Readlyn 
Historical Society 
receives memorials

The Readlyn Historical Society has 
received memorials in memory of Wil-
bert Huebner who passed away August 2. 
Even though Wilbert was 100 years old, 
he was an active member of the society. 
His knowledge and sharing of the history 
of Readlyn will be greatly missed at our 
meetings. 

Wilbert’s family has generously given 
$1,000 in his memory to the Readlyn His-
torical Society. Thanks to the family and 
to the following who also gave memorials 
in Wilbert’s name: Linda Moeller, Delbert 
and Lavonne Oltrogge, Karan Boevers, 
Ron and Judy Leistikow, Thelma Boeder, 
Nelson Otto, Dean and Lois Buhr, Roger 
and Marlys Deterding, Vernon Clefisch, 
Grace Kuethe, Jane Meier, Judy Henn, 
and the Historical Society. 

All Welcome

Fall Dinner
Sunday, October 25, 2020

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Free Will Offering

Menu: Ham, Cheesy Hash Browns, 
Corn, Salad, Pie and Dinner Roll

Drive-Thru or Carry Out

Raffle for Quilt

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave. Readlyn, IA

Supplement by Thrivent Financial 
Bremer County Chapter

By Superintendent Dave Larson
Wapsie Valley CSD 

The Wapsie Valley Community School 
District is off to a great start for the 
2020-21 school year. Even though it is a 
“unique” school year with a pandemic oc-
curring around us, the ultimate goal is still 
the same. The WVCSD Mission State-
ment - Guaranteed Learning for All Stu-
dents - still applies as much as ever. There 
have been countless hours of collaborative 
efforts the past four months engaging the 
15 member Building Leadership Team 
in developing the Return to Learn Plans 
required by the Iowa Department of Ed-
ucation. These plans can be found at the 
Wapsie Valley CSD website at wapsieval-
leyschools.com. There are four different 
plans developed to guide the district in 
different scenarios. The four plans are an 
On-Site Plan, a Hybrid Plan, a Required 
On-line Plan, and a Remote Learning Plan 
for our four Amish rural buildings. At the 
present time, the majority of students are 
utilizing the On-Site Plan and 25-30 stu-
dents have chosen the long-term Hybrid 
Plan, where all of their instruction is of-
fered in an on-line virtual format.

I would like to welcome several new 
staff members to the Wapsie Valley fami-
ly. The new staff members are as follows; 
Jennifer Gross (FCS-HS), Jennifer Harter 
(Special Ed-HS), Alicia Hesse (Special 
Education-Elem), Abigail Jones (Vo-
cal Music-HS), Katelyn Nitz (Guidance 
Counselor-HS), Emily Redden (Instru-
mental Music-5-12), Heather Robinson 
(6th grade), Jennifer Waschek (Math/
Science-HS), TJ Murphy (Principal- JH/
HS), Elizabeth Kempf (Instructional As-
sociate), Amanda Morris (Instructional 
Associate), Jody Schneider (Instructional 
Associate), Melissa Hingtgen (Food Ser-
vice), and James Kuhrt (Bus Driver).

I would also like to mention and thank 
our 2019-20 retirees from Wapsie Valley 
for their service years to our school dis-
trict. Our retirees are as follows; Marty 
McKowen (37 years), Lori Thurm (32 
years), Julie Kuker (24 years), Kathy 
Shook (17 years), and Laurie Phelan (8 
years).

Last October an Image Committee was 
formed at the JH/HS building to focus on 
upgrades to the building and facilities. 
This group helped to focus on what and 
how to improve the climate and culture 
of a Wapsie Valley Warrior. The improve-
ments to the building and grounds are as 
follows: resurfaced gym floor with new 
floor colors and design, gym signage to 
promote the Warrior Way, new conference 
pennants for each district member, new 
wall mats with school logo (financed in 
part by the Wapsie Valley Booster Club), 
trophy case improvements with lighting 
and resurfacing on main case, new student 
furnishings in commons area with wall 
signage to promote the Warrior Way, new 
district staff framed staff pictures at every 
district building, new west entrance sig-
nage, new press boxes at the baseball and 
softball fields, replacement of numerous 
damaged cement driveways or sidewalks, 
and chip-sealing of the west parking lot. 
Also, there were many improvements by 
coaching staff and volunteers at the base-
ball facility.

So as you can tell district staff and con-
tractors have been very busy in prepara-
tion for this school year in setting a cli-
mate and culture that all can be proud of. 
Thank you for your continued support of 
our students, staff and school district as a 
whole. I plan to keep this Warrior Way & 
More correspondence going at the start of 
each month. I am truly proud to be a Wap-
sie Valley Warrior!

Leaf Burning
The City of Readlyn 

will permit burning of leaves.
(NO building materials, or other household wastes)

Burning can take place 
Oct. 1 to Nov. 15, 2020

REMINDER:  
No burning on paved streets or sidewalks.

PLEASE BE CONSIDERATE OF 
YOUR NEIGHBORS WHEN BURNING 
AND DO NOT BURN WET LEAVES.

Trick or Trick or 
TreatTreat   

In ReadlynIn Readlyn   
SS aturdayaturday ,  ,  OctoberOctober   3131   

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
44 :: 00 00   p.m. p.m. ––   66 :: 00 00   p.m.p.m.   
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Farm Bureau Health Plan is  
making health coverage more 
affordable for more Iowans.

ENROLLMENT IS 
OPEN YEAR-ROUND!
Contact me today:

Iowans are saving as much  
as 50% on their monthly premiums

Agent photo

Agent info

Lynne Bellile
222 Main St
Readlyn
(319) 279-4001
(515) 249-8997 Cell
https://lynnebellile.fbfsagents.com

Plans underwritten by Farm Bureau Health Benefit Plan, LLC. This coverage is not required to
comply with certain federal or state market requirements for health insurance, including the
Affordable Care Act (ACA) and is not considered “minimum essential coverage” under the
ACA. FBHP05 (5-19)

News from Community Lutheran School

THANK YOU to all of our church trustees, School Board mem-
bers, church members, teachers, staff, and parent volunteers for 
working tirelessly cleaning, updating and prepping our Readlyn 
and Klinger campuses! We are blessed with the best! God is good!

3-year-old preschool (M W F)

1st and 2nd grade

3rd - 6th grade

3-year-old preschool (T TH)

4-year-old preschool
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Quality Distributors, Inc.
BRIAN L. MEYER, C.C.A.

Distributors of

Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 332
101 Main Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

Email - qualdist@netins.net
Fertilizer & Chemical Sales, Soil Testing & Custom Application

Bus. 800-817-6843
Cell  319-269-3941
Fax: 319-279-3380

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.

News from Community Lutheran School

Community Lutheran School is excited to be back in the classrooms with students for 
the 2020-2021 school year!  This year first and second grade moved out to our Klinger 
campus to join third through sixth grade classrooms Preschool and kindergarten remain 
at our Readlyn campus. Kindergarten is shown above. Yesterday, today and always we 
are trusting in the Lord! 

Every Wednesday the students at each 
campus worship in our Father's house 
with Pastor Phil. Each month we celebrate 
our students being children of God through 
baptism. Each student is given a baptism 
birthday crocheted cross necklace as a gift 
in the baptismal month!  A special thank 
you to Ms. Garrett for bringing this sym-
bolic gift idea from her previous school in 
Oelwein and a heartfelt thank you to Mrs. 
Lindaman and other congregation mem-
bers for volunteering to crochet the neck-
laces throughout the year! We are saved 
by God’s grace alone through faith in Je-
sus Christ alone. 

Wildcat Wednesday fun in Art class!  We are strong and courageous with God our Father 
at CLS!  

The teachers at Community Lutheran School were installed to serve as Christ’s servants for the 2020-2021 school year on Sunday, 
August 23rd. Pictured left to right front to back: Pat Hogan, Danielle Kiefer, Kerry Even, Krissy Franck, Sue Lindaman, Wendy Matthias, 
Judy Schutte, Shari Ambrose, Laddie Garrett, Teresa Imbrogno, Pastor Phil Girardin. Not pictured Jaci Hogan. 
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 Kristi Demuth, Agent 
 Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc. 
 408 W Bremer Ave Ste A, 
Waverly 
 Bus: (319) 352-5530 
 kdemuth@amfam.com   

 American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I., American Family Insurance Company, 
 Midvale Indemnity Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
 007388 – Rev. 2/15 ©2015 – 11624425  

more than your farm,
your american dream.

We offer coverage that includes coverage for buildings, equipment and liability—
all at competitive rates. call today to get a quote to protect you and your farm.

What’s Cooking?
A recipe to share can be sent to billhorn@netins.net

                      Corn Casserole
                                      Aubrey Johnston

Ingredients:
2 boxes of Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix
1 10-oz. bag of frozen sweet corn 
(thawed)
2 15-oz. cans of creamed corn
1 1/2 cups sour cream
2 sticks of butter (melted)
2 eggs
1/2 tsp garlic powder
Instructions:
-Preheat oven to 350°.
-In a bowl, mix the muffin mix, 
sweet corn, creamed corn, sour 

cream, eggs, and garlic powder.
-Mix the melted butter in last.
-Pour into greased 13x9” pan.
-Bake for 1 hour or until the top is 
lightly brown.
 Variations:
If you like a sweeter corn casse-
role, you can add a 1/4 cup of sug-
ar.  This recipe is easy to custom-
ize, you can easily add bacon bits, 
shredded cheddar cheese, and/or 
bacon bits for added pizzazz!

Pork Hocks with Sauerkraut and Dumplings
2 large smoked pork hocks
1 large can of sauerkraut
Some sugar
Dumplings
1 egg

3/4 C. milk
1/2 tsp. baking powder
Enough flour so you can drop 

off spoon

Cook hocks in some water till meat falls off bone and remove 
bones. Add kraut and a little sugar. Cook a little and then drop the 
dumplings in one at a time on top. Cover and cook 8 minutes on low 
or till dumplings are done. Serve.

This recipe was submitted by Kathy Heineman whose mother 
was Ellen Staack. She was an excellent cook and worked in ev-

ery restaurant or bar in Readlyn. Anytime the VFW would have 
a potluck gathering, Ellen was expected to bring her dish of 

Pork Hocks, sauerkraut with dumplings. There were guys 
that maybe wouldn’t let her in if she didn’t bring it. She 

said, “I think they licked the pan out!” If she didn’t have 
a ride, there would be someone who would go and get 

her. Kathy says that they had that at home a lot.

2020 Small Town Showdown recap
The 2020 Small Town Showdown trac-

tor pull delighted a full house of truck and 
tractor pulling fans with over 80 hooks and 
nearly ideal conditions on Friday, August 
28. The 2020 truck and tractor pulling sea-
son has been a wild ride with most pulls 
canceling due to COVID-19 or weather. So, 
when the opportunity to go to a pull presents 
itself, pullers show up from near and far.  

The Readlyn-Tripoli Tractor Pullers 
Club worked tirelessly avoiding a mid-
day rain shower to prepare a power-hun-
gry pulling track. Countless hours of ef-
fort from club members and numerous 
donations from sponsors all produced a 
top-notch tractor pull. East Central Iowa 
Pullers Association, INC (ECI) provided 
8 high horsepower pulling classes with 
competitors from all over the Midwest.  
Local farm tractors also got to show their 
strength with 2 farm tractor classes to kick 
off and finish off the event.  

If you missed this year’s edition of the 

Small Town Showdown, plan on attending 
next year, and if you liked what you saw 
this year, bring a friend next year.  

Winners from the 8 ECI classes are be-
low. For more information on the Read-
lyn-Tripoli Tractor Pullers, or ECI Tractor 
Pullers, visit them on Facebook. 

13,000 lb Farm Stock: Logan Schmer-
bach, LaMotte, IA

12,000 lb 2 Hot 2 Farm: Dan Arnold, 
Walker, IA

9,500 lb Hot Farm: Tim Vorwald, 
Scotch Grove, IA

8,500 lb 466 Limited Pro Stock: Todd 
Kinsinger, Alden, IA

9,300 lb Super Farm: Kirk Dosland, 
Monmouth, IA

9,500 lb 4.1 Limited Pro Stock: Tanner 
Michael, Unionville, MO

6,200 lb Super Stock 2wd Truck: Larry 
Boggess, Charles City, IA

8,000 lb 3.0 Diesel Truck: Travis Gib-
son, Shell Rock, IA

Brian Buchholz - Bad Kitty- 4.1 Limited Pro Stock



Wednesday, September 30, 2020 Readlyn Chronicle Page 11

ReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlyn
OutdoorsOutdoorsOutdoors

By: Eric Johnston

“Finally!”
ejohnston@mossyoakprostaff.com 

Fall is here and many of us, myself 
included, are preparing for the hunting 
seasons that are here or nearly here. I am 
very excited about this fall’s hunting, but 
I'm not done with the 2020 tournament 
season just yet. I still have two tourna-
ments left on the schedule in what my 
partner and I have named “The Eric and 
Adam, season of suck." 

Now, it hasn’t been all bad, as we’ve 
spent a lot of time together in the boat 
and have had a lot of laughs, but the 
finishes have been sub-par by our stan-
dards. Well, I'm happy to announce we 
finally had a better tournament on Sep-
tember 12! This month I’ll break down 
the story of the day and how we caught 
our bass on a fall pattern. 

For a straight week, before this Sep-
tember tournament, it rained nearly 
all day, everyday. I surely thought this 
would change what had been a very sta-
ble Mississippi River through August 
and early September. 

As I drove over the Marquette bridge 
Friday evening on my way to our cabin 
in Prairie du Chien, I was pleasantly sur-
prised to see the river had not changed 
much at all through the week and looked, 
for the most part, to have stayed clean. 
I arrived at our cabin around 7 PM and 

was greeted by my tournament partner, 
Adam Farmer. Adam and his wife bought 
the cabin right next door to ours over the 
summer and it’s great for Adam and me 
as we are right by each other at the river 
and can strategize and game plan right 
there before a tournament. 

This tournament was the Bass World 
Sports Association out of Lansing, Iowa. 
Neither myself or Adam could get off 
work to practice for this tournament so 
we were fishing it without really know-
ing what the fish were doing. It had been 
much colder all week with the rain and 
we were looking at having our first taste 
of a true fall pattern of the season. 

Generally, when the water tempera-
ture drops off ten degrees from what it 
hovers around all summer, the bass and 
all species of fish will move shallow in 
search of schooling baitfish to bulk up in 
preparation for winter. As Adam backed 
me in that morning and I turned on my 
Lowrance fish finder, the temp read 61 
degrees. I thought to myself “game on!” 
The fall bite is here! 

As I cranked the motor it would not 
start, I tried everything I could with the 
limited tools I had in the boat as every-
one watched me. It was frustrating with 
all the guys in the tournament yelling try 
this, try that, and nothing working. As 
the tournament director walked down the 
dock, I trimmed the motor all the way 

down in an effort to level the carbs and 
amazingly enough it started with 30 sec-
onds to spare!! Cue the dramatic movie 
music as we idled out of the marina boat 
number two! I told Adam, I don’t think 
my heart can take these dramatic mo-
ments anymore! 

As we took off, like I said, we didn’t 
have any practice and I really didn’t 
know what stage the fish were in, but 
with the temperature drop, I decided 
to start on a main channel point with a 
long sandbar that was just outside of a 
massive backwater area that the bass had 
spent the summer, but would now be 
moving out to find baitfish. 

As we arrived on the area, it looked 
ideal for the fish to be there in a fall 
pattern. There were baitfish popping 
the surface everywhere and we quickly 
found out the fish were there. I quickly 
boated a keeper bass on a topwater Pop-r 
and shortly after, Adam boated a keeper 
bass dragging a Texas rigged black and 
blue tube across the sandbar. But just as 
quickly as we boated those fish, the bite 
slowed. We caught a few more fish on 
this spot, but no more keepers. 

There’s a rock point within sight of 
this spot where I'd done well in the past. 
I wanted to go to it and we both knew a 
boat had already started on and fished the 
spot, but I had so much confidence in the 
area, we decided to go to it. This point is 
set-up perfect for fall bass, it features a 
wing dam with fast water rushing into a 
point and breaking the water to create a 
slack pocket. 

I rarely fish the slack pocket here as the 
active fish are usually up on the wing-
dam corralling bait. I was fishing the fast 
water with a Rapala DT6 crankbait and 
Adam was fishing the slack water with 
his tube bait. He quickly hooked up on 

a very nice 2.75 pound bass and then 
backed it up with another solid fish. He 
was on fire, and I was almost cheering 
him on from the front of the boat. We 
soon rounded out our limit of five and 
started upgrading our limit. I hooked 
up with our best bass of the day on my 
crankbait in the fast water, a 2.83 pound-
er. We soon had what we felt was an OK 
bag and were still looking for a real solid 
fish for our kicker to really improve our 
five fish limit. 

There is a wingdam just across the riv-
er from this spot where I had done well 
in previous years and had caught some 
real solid fish on. We slipped over and 
tried it in hopes of finding a big one. All 
we could muster up was two pounders, 
nothing to help our limit. 

As the day rolled on, we fished these 
three spots, all in sight of each other in 
rotation. We would jump around in a tri-
angle and each time we let a spot rest it 
would reload with fish. We ended the day 
catching well over 75 bass by this strate-
gy. As it neared two o’clock, our check in 
time, we raced for the ramp. As we idled 
into weigh-in, we fist-bumped and said 
to each other, no matter what happens at 
the scale we had a great day. We load-
ed onto the trailer and got in line for the 
weigh-in. We crossed the scales with five 
fish for 12.53 pounds, good enough for 
third place and a decent paycheck for our 
efforts. We finally had a good finish this 
year!!! We were happy on the ride back 
to our cabins for sure! 

If you get a chance to take in some 
fishing as we head further into fall, keep 
in mind to follow the baitfish and you’ll 
find fish, no matter the species you’re af-
ter. 

Have a great fall season everyone and 
until next month, GET OUTDOORS!!!
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223 E. 1st Street • Readlyn, IA
Phone 319-279-3396
Email: readcoop@netins.net

Farmers Coop

KIBBLES N CATNIP
PET GROOMING, LLC

319-327-4344
Treats, Bubbles and TLC!!

Full Service Grooming for dogs and cats
Carla Schwerin

1308 W. 1st Street
Sumner, Iowa 50674

1022 Skyler • Denver

HAIL
REPAIR

Davik’s 
Auto Body

Mon. thru Fri. 8-5
 Sat. by appointment only
319-984-5995

300 Transit Street, Denver
Serving you since 1971

www.daviksautobody.com

Golf cart ride a 
huge success!

The Readlyn Community Club’s annual 
golf cart ride was a big hit this year. The 
RCC wants to thank Matt from Rudy’s 
Golf Carts in Denver who sent four-seat 
golf carts at the price of a two-seat cart. 
We were able to accommodate 53 people 
on 22 carts. Esther thanks you all. 

Miss Readlyn Grace Imbrogno and Mayor 
Dan Weidemeier wish Esther Wittenburg a 
happy birthday.

A good-sized crowd came out for the golf cart ride and Esther Wittenburg’s birthday.
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Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

Owners
Jerry and Jon Elsamiller

Family Owned and Operated for Over 30 Years!

1004 E. Bremer Ave.
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

It’s your future.
Let’s protect it.™

David C. Matthias
Agent, AgWise Advanced Certified

319-352-3667 office
319-352-4808 fax
319-415-5989 cell

david.matthias@fbfs.com
2018 E. Bremer Ave., PO Box 615

Waverly, IA 50677
Registered Representative/Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+*, Western Agricultural Insurance Company+*, Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company.+* Health insurance policies are underwritten by an insurance company that is not affiliated with our companies. *Affiliates *Company 
providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services

Auto  — Home — Life
Annuities — Mutual Funds

Business
Farm & Ranch
Crop — Health

A move to Willow Winds is more 
than a change of address. It’s a 
Community that ensures peace 
of mind. 

Amenities included for all tenants:
~Three home cooked meals a day                   
~Medication reminders
~Housekeeping and Laundry                             
~Emergency call pendants
~Activities                                                             
~Resident Assistant on site 24/7
~Cable & Utilities                                                 
~Nurse on call 24/7
~Wi-Fi access

www.WillowWindsDenver.com

121 Bremer Avenue
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5867

Come home to
Willow Winds

Assisted Living

319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

Youngster Bob Thran, who just turned 91, wishes Esther Wittenburg a happy 112th birth-
day.

The afternoon of Saturday, September 19, twenty-two carts carried 53 people on a ride 
along the bike trail to help Esther Wittenburg celebrate her 112th birthday.
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Terrace Assisted Living • Hillcrest Skilled Care Nursing
Southview Apartments

915 W. First St., Sumner •563-578-8591 • www.hillcrestsumner.com

 - all on the same campus, 
  under the same roof
 - adjacent to Community Memorial 
  Hospital (Unity Point Health)

  We not only provide great 
care and attend to your 
medical needs, we create a 
fulfi lling lifestyle. Off ering 
exercise programs, choice 
menu dining, social out-
lets, creative enrichment 
opportunities, and spa-
cious apartments/rooms. 
We care about life and 
YOU living it to the fullest!

Hillcrest Living
Friendly. Trusted. Proven.

Th ree levels of care that are: 

Wapsie Valley Future Farmers of America
Wapsie Valley FFA holds annual banquet virtually
By Mary Bodensteiner, Chapter Reporter

The Wapsie Valley FFA Chapter has not 
missed the opportunity to recognize and 
celebrate our outstanding chapter mem-
bers, alumni, and supporters at our annu-
al banquet for 43 years. This year, as the 
usual large get together of members, par-
ents, and guests was not able to happen, 
the banquet was held virtually so that our 
members and chapter supporters could re-
ceive the recognition they deserve. Awards 
were announced, and the new officer team 
was properly installed. The banquet was 
recorded on Sunday, August 9th by the 
2019-20 officers and the video is now on 
all of our social media platforms. It can 
be found on our Facebook page  (Wapsie 
Valley FFA), Twitter (@WapsieValleyF-

FA) and on Instagram (@wapsieffa). 
This year, our members competed in 

many different events at the Sub-District 
and District levels. Unfortunately, due to 
the COVID-19 restrictions, we were not 
able to compete at the State level.  Con-
gratulations to all who went above and 
beyond this year to represent the Wapsie 
Valley FFA Chapter! We truly want to of-
fer our gratitude to all of our supporters 
who have helped make this FFA chapter 
successful throughout the years.  Listed 
below are the special recognitions and 
awards received this year.

Sub-District Convention:
Ethan Oltrogge - Extemporaneous Speak-
ing - 2nd Gold
Sloane Banger - Job Interview - 1st Gold

Brady Benning - Ag Sales - 2nd Gold
Tyce Hagenow - Ag Broadcasting - Bronze
Reily Richards - Public Speaking - 2nd 
Gold
Austin Hesse - Creed Speaking - 3rd Gold
Kennadi Neil, Anna Richards, and Hannah 
Miller: Program of Activities - 1st Gold
Clayton Hershey, Cannon Joerger, Brok 
Grober, Elle Voy, Treasa Wilcox, Sydney 
Matthias, Jayden Wagner - Conduct of 
Meetings - Bronze
Chapter Quiz - Mary Bodensteiner - Silver, 
Nick Grober - 1st Gold, Kaylee Kleitsch - 
2nd Gold

District Convention:
Brady Benning - Ag Sales - Gold
Anna Richards, Hannah Miller, and Ken-
nadi Neil: Program of Activities - 1st Gold
Sloane Banger - Job Interview - 2nd Gold
Ethan Oltrogge - Extemporaneous Speak-
ing - 1st Gold
Nick Grober, Ryan Schares, Bridget See-
man, Ellie Neil, Mary Bodensteiner, Court-
ney Schmitz, Elle Voy, Kaylee Kleitsch - 
Experience the Action - 1st Gold
Austin Hesse - Creed Speaking - Bronze
Reily Richards - Public Speaking - 3rd 
Gold
Kaylee Kleitsch - District Officer Candidate
Courtney Schmitz and Nick Grober - Del-
egates
Hannah Miller - Secretary’s Book - Gold
Nick Grober - Treasurer’s Book - Silver
Kaylee Kleitsch - Reporter’s Book - 2nd 
Gold

State:
Reily Richards - State Officer Candidate

Proficiencies:
Districts 

Nick Grober - Dairy production placement 
- Bronze
Kyle Voy - Diversified Crop Production - 
Gold Advance
Dori Waschkat - Poultry Production - Silver
Cole Neil - Beef Production Entrepreneur-
ship - Silver
Anna Richards - Dairy Production Entre-
preneurship - Gold Advance

State
Anna Richards - Dairy Entrepreneurship - 
2nd Gold
Kyle Voy - Diversified crop production -  
2nd Gold

Discovery Degree Recipients:
Mady Richards
Noah Richards
Kaleigh Lampe
Ava VanDaele
Brock Kleitsch
Brody Kleitsch
Greenhand Degree Recipients:

Anthony Jacque

Austin Hesse
Brok Grober
Kaden Foelske
Cannon Joeger
Clayton Hershey
Cole Sneider
Elle Voy
Emma Thurm
Bella Ryherd
Jaden Wagner
Keegan Brown
Lakin Foelske
Leah Huebner
Sydney Matthias
Teresa Wilcox
Tyce Hagenow
Devin Degroote
Kylie Barts
Joslyn Miller

Chapter Degree Recipients:
Annamae Burkhardt
Becca Platte
Bridget Seeman
Cooper South
Ellie Neil
Hunter Ackerman
Hunter Fuller
Jada Aiello
Joseph Ebaugh
Kaylie Curley
Luke Koepke
Maggie Burgett
Mary Bodensteiner
Nicolas Grober 
Quincy Zuck
Ryan Schares

Iowa Degree Recipients:
Brady Benning
Brendon Brown
Olivia Hershey
Kaylee Kleitsch
Ethan Oltrogge
Courtney Schmitz
Kaleigh Thurm
Dori Waschkat
Dallas Wittenburg

American Degree Recipients:
Erika Jeanes
Jacob Joerger
Megan Lahmann
Sean Banger
Sidney Schnor
Austin Schares
Carson Woods
Outstanding Greenhand: Austin Hesse
Outstanding Sophomore: Nick Grober
Outstanding Junior: Kaylee Klieitsch
Outstanding Senior: Reily Richards
Honorary Degree - Gina Wiersma
Blue and Gold Award - Dave Dennler
Distinguished Service Award - Toneff Me-
morial Tractor Cade 

Newly Inducted 2020-21 Officer Team: (Left to Right) Austin Hesse, Mary Bodensteiner, 
Ethan Oltrogge, Courtney Schmitz, Nick Grober and Kaylee Keitsch.

2019-20 Officer Team: (Left to Right) Kennadi Neil, Kaylee Kleitsch, Nick Grober, Han-
nah Miller, Reily Richards, and Anna Richards.
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Ag Resources
Farmers Co-op 

223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

First National Bank
(319) 352-1340

www.myfnbbank.com

Flint Hills Resources
Fairbank 319-635-9404

Shell Rock 319-885-2012
www.fhr.com

Liddle-Ebert Ltd. - Randy & Dee Liddle
Farm Drainage

1196 Hilton Ave., Plainfield, IA 50666
(319) 275-4528 • (319) 596-5280

Monsanto Dekalb/Asgrow - 
Dave Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 

Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors, Inc. - Brian Meyer
101 Main St. • (319) 279-3555

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler (319) 404-0407
Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stine/LG Seeds - Greg Matthias
2765 270th St. • (319) 279-3811

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753
Elton at (319) 231-5104

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Kurt R. Leistikow - Attorney at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
(319) 553-3400 • kurt@llollc.net

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Fischels Commercial & Residential
(319) 415-7349

joe@sulenticfischels.com
3510 Kimball Ave., Waterloo, IA 50702

Tel: (319) 234-5000 Fax: (319) 291-7000
www.sulenticfischels.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

louiehartman@netins.net
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

Office 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

K.C. Auto Body, L.T.D.
1701 East Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0881 • kcautobody@aol.com

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Denver Heating & Cooling
120 Transit St., Denver

319.406.0000

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
1004 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319.352.3917

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 Or: (319) 231-9022

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family Needs
Denver Drug and Photo

340 S. State St., Denver
(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Quarter Ave. Storage
2310 Quarter Ave. (319) 240-1122

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Willow Winds Assisted Living
121Bremer Ave., Denver • (319) 984-5867

Food and
Restaurants

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield 

(319) 275-4528

Fairbank Food Center
www.FairbankFoodCenter.com

Jennifer & Shawn Davis
102 4th St. N., Fairbank 

(319) 635-2139

Inspired Luncheonette
314 Main St.  (319) 279-3051

Sunrise Catering
201 Main St.  (319) 279-4089

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
269 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - Lynne Bellile
319-279-4001

lynnebellile.fbfsagents.com

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
Office: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Farm Bureau - Jim Peters
Office (563) 578-8054
Office (319) 352-3667
Home (319) 279-3266

Kristi S. Demuth Agency, Inc.
408 W. Bremer Ave. Suite A, Waverly

(319) 352-5530
kdemuth@amfam.com

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery
Landscape Creations

Tripoli, Iowa (319) 882-4486

Tiedt Nursery
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly (319) 352-0418

Become a sponsor and 
have your business 

recognized on this page! 
Call RON LEISTIKOW at 

(319) 279-3548.

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair

2220 Reed Ave. (319) 279-3363

Nick’s Repair - 211 Malone Ave., 
Readlyn, IA - (319) 279-3517 or 

(319) 269-5604 - Service & repair of small 
engines & outdoor power equipment

Reiter Repair LLC
3501 E. Cedar Wapsie Rd., Waterloo
319-279-3876 • Cell 319-231-2452

RA Machine
2504 230th St. • (319) 279-3161

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave. • (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses
Buhrow’s Floors N’ More
240 South State St., Denver, IA

(319) 984-5301 • (866) 984-5301
bfloorsnmore@msn.com

Cedar Valley Portables, LLC
Nashua • (319) 535-3456 or 

cedarvalleyportables@gmail.com

CrawDaddy Outdoors, LC
Owner:  Darrin Siefken - 107 E. Bremer 

Ave., Waverly (319) 352-9129

Davis Lawn Service LLC
Shawn and Jennifer Davis
104 Industrial Dr., Fairbank

319-239-5011

The Jig & Fly Shop and
Gary’s Wood & Craft

Garylee Thurm
405 5th St. Place, Readlyn (319) 279-3219

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA (319) 635-2311 
(888) 282-9992 www.myerspolaris.com

Kibbles N Catnip Pet Grooming
1308 W. 1st St., Sumner, IA

319-327-4344

Newy’s Wireless Communications - 
US Cellular - Jeff Neuendorf

1022 Skyler St., Denver (319) 240-7150

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly

319-352-2270

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

319-352-4112

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269
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Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Philip Giradin
Sunday School 9 am

Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Divine Parish Worship at St. Matthews 

10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School starting Oct. 11 

9:15-9:45 a.m.
Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Philip Giradin

Worship 8:30 AM

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Sunday Worship Service 8 a.m.

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays

Ruth Circle  1st Thursday 1:30 p.m.
Evening Circle 1st Thursday 6 p.m.

Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Looking for people who are young at heart and wanting to let someone 
else deal with the day-to-day? Bring your home to our home.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D
2024 3rd Ave. NW, Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-2270 • SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

New patients welcome!
Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s tradition of 

excellent dental care.

Dr. Jonathan Smiley and family

Farmers Savings Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301
www.frederikabank.com

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.

VANDAELE 
INSURANCE, INC.

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467
Fairbank, IA 50629

319-635-2526
Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.


