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Albrecht, Gipper complete 6,000 mile boat trip!
Roxie Albrecht and Jerry Gipper of 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, received their 
BaccaLOOPerate degree from Ameri-
ca’s Great Loop Cruisers’ Association 
(AGLCA). The degree is given in recog-
nition of completing one of the world’s 

most unique adventures, America’s Great 
Loop. Boaters doing the Great Loop are 
on a 6,000-mile journey that circumnavi-
gates the eastern part of the U.S. and Can-
ada, cruising up the Atlantic Intracoastal 
Waterway, through the New York State 

Canals, into the Great Lakes, down the 
inland river system, across the Gulf of 
Mexico, and around the southern tip of 
Florida. Roxie and Jerry both have ties to 
the Readlyn/Fairbank area.

Roxie and Jerry completed the Great 
Loop aboard their 
Ranger Tug 31-CB 
power boat, Rock 
‘n Gipp. In addition 
to facing the chal-
lenges inherent to 
long-distance cruis-
ing, the couple en-
joyed unparalleled 
views of the U.S. 
and Canada from 
the distinct vantage 
point of the water’s 
edge. They had this 
to say about their 
adventure:

“The Great Loop 
provided us with far 
more than we ever 
anticipated for our 
first retirement ad-
venture. The most 
precious moments 

Blood Drive in May
The Denver/Readlyn Communi-

ties Blood Drive will be held Friday, 
May 2, 2025, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
at Denver Community Center, 100 
Washington Street.

The need for blood never stops  es-
pecially since someone in the  United 
States needs a lifesaving transfusion 
every two seconds. In LifeServe 
Blood Center’s service area  alone, 
more than 3,000 units of blood are 
needed each week to meet the needs 
of hospital patients. As spring ends,  
and we head  into summer, help us 
make  sure  a safe  and  stable blood 
supply is available by scheduling 
your next appointment at an upcom-
ing blood drive:

To schedule your appointment, 
call 800-287-4903 or visit lifeserve-
bloodcenter.org. 

The buds on the trees
   have turned into leaves
   with the aid of warm Mr. Sun.
Nature’s spring work has begun.

Soon you will see springing up
    lovely little buttercups …
Joined by Yard of the Month signs
    in past winners’ yards.
Weeds on Fire generously will be 
sponsoring Yard of the Month for 
June, July, August, and September 
for the seventh year in a row. Win-
ners will be recognized for enhanc-
ing Readlyn aesthetically as well as 
be awarded a monetary gift. No need 
to apply; all yards in Readlyn will be 
considered.

Readlyn Spring Clean-Up Days are May 13 and 14
There will only be two Readlyn spring  

clean-up days!
On May 13, pick-up will include all of 4th 

Street and all residences to the north (high-
lighted in pink on the map). 

On May 14, pick-up will include all resi-
dences to the south of 4th Street (highlighted 
in yellow on the map). 

All items must be at the curb no later than 

8:00 a.m. on the day of pick up.
AGAIN this year, items must have paid 

sticker on them prior to pick-up.
This is your chance to get rid of items not 

taken by regular garbage pick-up.  Please 
have your items at your curb separate from 
your regular garbage.  

No tree stumps, junk car parts, yard waste, 
animal waste, batteries, concrete, building 
materials, hazardous materials, paint, oil, 
solvents, insecticides, or pesticides will be 
accepted.

We will be charging for pick up for the fol-
lowing items:
Car Tire  (on rim add $6.00) ................$8.00
Major Piece of Furniture       ..............$10.00
Truck Tire (on rim add $7.00) ..............$9.00 
Mattress ..............................................$10.00
Tractor Tire ............................Call for prices 
Box Spring          ................................$10.00

Appliance w/ Freon  ...........................$15.00 
Carpet .......................................... $20/Cu. yd
(Refrigerator, Dehumidifier, etc.), Bathroom 
Fixtures ..............................................$10.00
All other Appliances ..........................$12.00 
TV ......................................................$15.00
Grills & Garage Door Openers  .........$10.00   
Computers ..........................................$15.00 
Swing Sets & Trampolines.................$20.00
Vacuum cleaner ..................................$10.00
Lawn mowers (no riding mower)  .....$12.00
Power washers ...................................$12.00

Fees for the above items must be paid IN 
ADVANCE at City Hall. You will be given a 
paid sticker and receipt. Other items will be 
picked up free of charge.

No items longer than 10 feet in length will 
be picked up.

Larger items must be taken apart (such as 
swing sets, trampolines etc).  

Pick-up of all items is subject to the discre-
tion of the City of Readlyn. 

NO RECYCLABLE MATERIALS.
Call city hall, 279-3411, if you question if 

there is a charge for an item. 
Payment for items will begin on April 28.

Continued on 
Page 12
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Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Jaylin May

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Bonnie Wittenburg, 2024 Grump

Readlyn Area Housing
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

For More Information Contact
KarTay Apartment Management 319-334-7110

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider.

62 years of age or older, handicapped/disabled regardless of age
• Very Low or Low-Income Families • One or Two Bedrooms - Ground Level 

• Stove & Refrigerator Furnished • Laundry Facilities On Site
• All Electric Units with Thermostat in Each Room
• Ample Closet Space  • Rent Based on Income

Fettkether Fertilizer 
Co., LLC

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

Dunkerton, IA 
319-404-0064

David R. Wheeler
8234 E. Marquis Rd., Fairbank, IA 

(319) 230-1029

Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

Farmers Cooperative Company
Readlyn: 319-279-3396

Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F

SHOP
LOCAL!

Stop in 
today!

We carry food for: 
Rabbits, Cats, Dogs, Chickens, Sheep, Horses & More

Softener Salt: 
Delivery in town to those needing assistance

Cedar & Pine Chips
Bird Seed • Grass Seed • Lawn Fertilizer

Bagged Shell Corn

Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Deadline for the 
May 28 Chronicle is

Thurs., May 15 at 5 PM
Send news to

readlynchronicle@
gmail.com

Correction
Mary Chapin was incorrectly identified 

as Millie Crawford in the March 26, 2025 
issue of the Readlyn Chronicle. This was 
under the photo of the Readlyn Senior 
Citizens getting together for a Valentine’s 
party and meeting on Feb. 19.

The Readlyn Chronicle appreciates 
readers bringing errors or omissions to the 
attention of the paper for possible correc-
tion.

Hello, Readlyn. 
Today, I spent some time making my 

yard look nicer. I have seen many folks 
drive by on their way to the compost pile.  
We are so lucky to have an area we can 
take most of our yard waste. This makes 
it so much easier to keep our places look-
ing nice. A bit later, the city will offer a 
clean-up day and we can get rid of some 
larger items we no longer need. Gosh, 
with all that and upcoming garage sales, 
we should all be ship-shape.

The Easter Egg Hunt is on April 19. If 
the crowd is as eager as last year’s, it will 
be great fun. Thanks to all the donors and 
Jessica for all she is doing to make this a 
great community event.

With the warmer weather, it is easy to 
start thinking about the summer activities.  
Don't forget Readlyn's Grump Days. Be 
sure to mark that as the fun that cannot be 
missed. RCC is working madly to make 
this year one of our best.  We are still open 
to ideas and, of course, always looking for 
help. I am just a bit sad to say my term as 
"The Grump" is almost at an end. I hope 
the next Grump finds it to be as much fun 
as I did. Maybe it is time to start thinking 
about that Parade entry.

We have some graduations and weddings 
coming up this summer. I get to do a bit of 
baking and have some fun with family.

Readlyn Gardeners are in full 'make it 
bloom again' spirit. We meet once a week 
for about an hour. If you enjoy the morn-

ing air, it really gets you started on your 
day in a grateful way with the beauty of 
spring. Soon the gardeners will be visiting 
the greenhouses to get the best possible 
plants for our town.

We ventured out with our Mustang 
convertible. Hopefully, we can enjoy it 
this year. Maybe the body aches are fixed. 
Between my husband and I, we have had 
3 knees replaced in the last couple years. 

With that I will say goodbye and BE 
KIND, we all want the same things.

Grump Bonnie

Happy spring, Readlyn Community!
This time of the year is always busy 

but really fun and memorable also. 
School is winding down, weather is 
getting warmer, spring sports are hap-
pening, the school musical, prom, and 
most importantly this year, graduation! 
Senior year really did fly by, but it was 
a lot of fun. I made so many memories 
with so many people. 

I would like to announce that I have 
committed to run track and field at Wart-
burg College! I will be majoring in biol-
ogy/exercise science to become a Phys-
ical Therapist or PTA in the near future. 
I plan to participate in music ensembles 
of some sort as well. I recently had my 
track and field signing at school on 
April 11 at 2:00 p.m. where my family, 
friends, coaches, and teammates came 
out to support. Thank you to my family, 
friends, and Readlyn Community who 
made all of this possible and helped me 
on this journey!

Our track season has been off to a 
great start as we have had quite a few 
meets now as we head into May. Our 
first outdoor meet was at Jesup on April 
8 where it was pretty chilly, but not too 
terrible. We actually ended up winning 
that meet as a team in the class 1A di-
vision! We also had a meet at Indepen-
dence on April 10. That meet was so 
cold and took almost 7 hours to com-
plete with class 4A schools being there 
and being co-ed. But we all had amazing 

results for it only being our second out-
door meet of the season. The boys’ team 
has had quite a few indoor and outdoor 
meets just going into April.They seem 
to be getting quality time in practice 
that carries over to the track. At the time 
that I’m writing this, I wouldn’t know 
if the boys’ or girls’ team has had any 
events qualify for the Drake Relays. But 
I’m hoping that by the time this article 
is released, we could say that we had 
an event or two run on the Blue Oval 
in April. 

Again, by the time this article comes 
out, my musical theater career will be 
over. The show was a lot of fun to put on 
and I will always remember the mem-
ories that were made. The many years 
spent working on shows since 8th grade 
was definitely something that I will re-
member forever. Thank you to everyone 
who supported myself, the cast, and the 
music program overall! I can’t wait to 
come back next year and watch all of the 
hard work being put into the next show!

Graduation is almost here! I can’t 
believe after 14 years of school, it’s 
coming to an end. The next time that an 
article comes out, I will be an alum of 
Wapsie Valley High School. It’s crazy to 
think about, but I’m so excited for this 
part of my life! 

I hope that everyone had a great Eas-
ter spent with family and friends! 

Sincerely, 
Jaylin May



Wednesday, April 30, 2025 Readlyn Chronicle Page 3

Watch for next 
month’s Chronicle 

for photos from the 
Easter Egg Hunt! 

(They’ll be eggcellent!)

Readlyn Community Happenings

Thank you, family and friends, 
for all the birthday wishes, cards, 
and gifts for my 90th birthday. I 
especially want to thank my children 
for the very nice birthday party they 
surprised me with.

Thank you to my sisters, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
and all the residents and sta�  of 
Willow Winds, for coming to celebrate 
with me. Thank you to Max for 
playing piano during dinner and to 
Steve for playing guitar and singing, 
and to Sherri and Sarah for singing.

God bless you all.
Verdeen Pavelec

Thank You

Next Pepper 
Tournament will be 
during Grump Days!

The last pepper tournament until Oc-
tober was held at Grumpy’s on Saturday, 
April 5 with 14 players participating. The 
winners and their scores were:

1st: Dave Schumacher and Don Childs 
- 200

2nd: Roger and Connie Buhr - 188
3rd: Joan Matthias and Judy Henn - 171
4th: Doris Hagenow and Therese 

Schumacher - 163
Thanks for playing!  
A pepper tournament will be held on 

Friday night of Grump Days in June. 
Check the Readlyn Chronicle for further 
details as it gets closer to the date.

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main Street - P.O. Box 40
Readlyn, IA 50668-0040
319-279-3321
Website: www.readlynsavingsbank.com
Email: info@readlynsavingsbank.com

American Savings Bank
a location of Readlyn Savings Bank

312 S. Main Street - P.O. Box 909
Tripoli, IA 50676-0909

319-882-4279 or
800-853-4294

RSB ~ Taking Good Care of You! ~ Since 1904 ASB ~ The Spirit of American Banking ~ Since 1899

Senior Citizens meet at Panther Lanes
On April 16, 2025, twenty members at-

tended the 11:30 a.m. Senior Citizen's lunch 
and meeting at the Tripoli Panther Lanes in 
Tripoli, lA.

The meeting was called to order by Pres-
ident Ron Leistikow and he led us in prayer 
before our wonderful meal.

The birthday celebrated for the month of 
March was Don Billhorn. The birthdays cel-
ebrated for April were Marylou Billhorn, Ro-
land Schmidt and Wayne Kuethe.  We all 
sang “Happy Birthday” to them. There were 
no anniversaries celebrated for the months of 
March or April.

We all signed a get-well card for Judy 
Leistikow as she had been in the hospital for 
5 days but is getting better now at home. We 
also all signed a belated birthday card for Ver-
deen Pavelec as she had a card shower cele-
brating her 90th birthday in March. (Verdeen 
Pavelec had been an active member with the 
Readlyn Senor Citizens for many years).

A get-well card was sent to Roland 
Schmidt as he is recovering at home.

The secretary’s report for February 19, 
2025 was read by Lois Thacher. We had can-
celed our meeting March 19, 2025 because 
of weather.

The treasurer’s report was read by Charlie 
Albrecht. The balance in the account after ex-
penses was $99.00.

Larry Ladage made a motion to approve 
the treasurer's report and the secretary's re-

port and Judy Leistikow seconded it. Motion 
carried.

 OLD BUSINESS: Easter Egg Hunt in 
Readlyn will be April 19 at the Readlyn City 
Park at 10 a.m. for ages 0 to 9. There will 
also be an Easter Egg Hunt for your pet dog 
or dogs.

NEW BUSINESS: April 16 at 2:00 p.m. 
the former Grumps met at the City library to 
discuss candidates for the new 2025 Grump.

April 24, 2025 the Readlyn Community 
Club met. Readlyn Garage Sales will be May 
9 and 10.

Grump Days will be June 13, 14, 15 (Sun-
day Service in the Park). More details to 
come.

The next Senior Citizens meeting will 
be May 21, 2025 at 11:30 a.m. at the Pan-
ther Lanes in Tripoli, lA. Marlys Deterd-
ing made a motion to adjourn and Joyce 
Heineman seconded it. Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned. 

We played bingo after our meal and meet-
ing. The winners of traditional bingo were 
Don Heineman and Vicki Pavelec who each 
won a homemade loaf of bread that Charlie 
Albrecht made that morning. The winners 
of blackout bingo were Joyce Heineman and 
Wilda Albrecht. They each won a gift card to 
the Panther Lanes donated by Ron Leistikow 
and Charlie Albrecht.

Lois Thacher, Secretary
Come join the fun!

Leaves may be 
burned until June 1, 
subject to burn ban

The City of Readlyn will permit 
burning of leaves from April 15 to 
June 1, 2025, subject to any burn ban 
regulations. 

Note: NO building materials, or 
other household wastes, allowed.

Reminder: No burning on paved 
streets or sidewalks.

Please be considerate of your 
neighbors when burning and do not 
burn wet leaves.
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SERVICES
Fax/Print/Scan

Conference Room
Test Proctoring

Interlibrary Loans
Internet/WiFi/3D Printing

Basic Graphic Design

HOURS
Mon. - 10 am - 7 pm
Tue. - 10 am - 5 pm
Wed. - 10 am - 5 pm
Thurs. - 10 am - 7 pm

Fri. - 10 am - 5 pm
Sat. - 9 am - 12 pm

Sun. - Closed
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PO Box B, 103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301

or 1-800-428-5808

Tripoli Lot For Sale
908 3rd Street SE $40,000

125’ wide x 120’ deep with the
availability of adding more land.

Connie Rochford, Broker
215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA

563-578-8899
www.towncountryhome.com

Agents:
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533
Gary Guether 319-415-9874
Christopher Tibbott 319-404-9435

We serve the needs of our communities!

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC

Readlyn Emergency Services Building:  
A Community Effort Toward a Brighter Future

The Readlyn Emergency Services Building is not 
just a structure; it is a symbol of the dedication and 
hard work of a community coming together for a 
common cause. In a previous article, we shared the 
rich history of the building and its importance to the 
community. Today, we are focused on the present 
moment, where we stand in the process, and what 
comes next as we work toward turning this vision 
into reality.

As we look at the current state of the project, the 
journey has been filled with incredible community 
support, but there is still much work to be done. The 
goal is clear: we need to surpass the $1 million mark 
in fundraising to secure the necessary grants and of-
ficially move forward with the build. Currently, we 
are about 40% of the way to reaching that target, and 
every contribution, no matter how big or small, brings 
us closer to this essential milestone.

Upcoming Fundraiser: Car Wash & Bake Sale 
May 10 @ the current fire station on Main St.
Mark your calendars for May 10, as we host our 

next fundraiser to help bring the Readlyn Emergency 
Services Building closer to fruition. This event will 
feature a car wash and bake sale, and we invite every-
one to come out and show their support. The car wash 
supplies are generously donated by local community 
members, Kyle Shores and Aaron Goodenbour, whose 
contributions make this event even more special.

The bake sale will feature delicious homemade 
treats, perfect for those with a sweet tooth, and all 
proceeds will go directly toward the building fund. 
Whether you need your car cleaned or you're simply 
looking for a tasty snack, this event is a fantastic way 
to contribute to the cause while enjoying a great com-
munity gathering.

The Path Ahead: Surpassing $1 Million
Reaching the $1 million mark is a crucial step in 

the journey to making the Readlyn Emergency Ser-
vices Building a reality. This figure is vital because it 
will allow us to apply for the grants necessary to com-
plete the project. The support of our generous donors 
so far has helped us reach 40% of our goal, but there 
is still work to be done.

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to 
those who have already contributed. Your donations 
are helping to lay the foundation for an essential re-

source for Readlyn and the surrounding area. For 
those who have yet to donate, every dollar brings us 
closer to our target, and every act of support, whether 
through donations or participation in events like the 
May 10 car wash and bake sale, is invaluable.

A Heartfelt Thank You
The progress we've made so far wouldn't have been 

possible without the collective effort of the Readlyn 
community. To those who have donated, volunteered, 
and spread the word, we thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts. Your continued support is helping to 
build not just a building, but a stronger, more con-
nected community. Let's continue working together to 
ensure that the Readlyn Emergency Services Building 
becomes a reality for future generations.

Thank you to those who have made donations: In 
Memory of Shane Buhr, Prime Ag Services, Dennis & 
Mary Jo Juel, In Memory of Darlene Peters, In Mem-
ory of Elston Goodenbour, In Memory of Jolene Mey-
er, Kenny & Bonnie Piehl, Scott & Carol Westpfahl, 
In Memory of Ron L. Kohagen, In Memory of Joyce 
Withers, In Memory of Colby Withers, In Memory of 
Darlene Peters, In Memory of Jerry Van Daele, Eric & 
Aubrey Johnston, Harry & Erin Fowler, In Memory of 
Miriam Westendorf, Kevin & Deanne Leistikow Fam-
ily Fund, Zion Ruth Circle - Readlyn, Smith Excavat-
ing, Phillip & Annita Destival (PADA LLC), Barry & 
Lisa Wittenburg, Todd & Jessi Block, In Memory of 
Laurie Brunscheon, In Memory of Dorothy Wenger, 
In Memory of Galen Nuss, Mary Chapin, Rod & Tere-
sa Diercks, Larry & Deb Sauerbrei, Randy & Debbie 
Wittenburg, Ronald & Beverly Herman, Larry's Skel-
ly, Romaine Schweer, Kenny & Bonnie 
Piehl, In Memory of Laverne Matthias, 
Ashley Kohagen, Juliann Schroeder.

We look forward to seeing you at 
the car wash and bake sale on May 
10, and we appreciate all of the ongo-
ing support as we work toward the $1 
million goal. Together, we can make 
a lasting impact on our community 
and ensure that Readlyn is prepared 
to meet the needs of its residents for 
many years to come.

Together, we build a stronger fu-
ture.

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D

NEW LOCATION:
123 2nd St. SW

Waverly, IA 50677
319-352-2270

 SmileyFamilyDentistry.com
New patients welcome!

Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s  
tradition of excellent dental care.
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Create something that 
your future self will thank 
you for. Like prioritizing 
your financial goals. Putting 
together a financial plan 
and investment strategy 
today can help you achieve 
your dreams tomorrow. 
Let’s get started.

 

Registered Representative/Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., 
West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ 
Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance 
Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (10-23)

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

319.352.3667
davidcmatthias.com

www.kaisercorson.com
205 Highland Avenue, Readlyn, Iowa 50668 

(319) 279-3551

What’s Cooking?
A recipe to share can be sent to 

billhorn@rtc279.com

Read the Chronicle online at: 
https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

So-Simple Chicken
From Beth Kingdon

3-4 large boneless chicken breasts
1 cup of regular mayonnaise (not low-fat or salad dressing)
½ cup freshly-grated Parmesan cheese
1 tsp garlic powder
1 tsp Italian seasoning
½ tsp black pepper
½ tsp salt
Sprinkle of paprika

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Lay chicken in a baking dish. Do not 
crowd the pieces together. Pat the chicken dry. In a separate bowl, mix 
the mayonnaise, ½ of the Parmesan cheese, and remaining season-
ings except paprika. With a spatula, spread the mixture evenly over 
the chicken, trying to cover the top and sides of each piece. Top with 
remaining Parmesan cheese and paprika. 

Bake uncovered at 375 for 35-45 minutes or until chicken is fully 
cooked to 165 degrees F, and top is golden brown.  Remove from oven 
and let rest for 5 minutes before serving.  

*Feel free to adjust or add spices to your taste—this recipe is versa-
tile! Juices can be cooked down into a gravy or thickened to serve with 
pasta if you wish. We love this chicken with roasted asparagus and a 
green salad. 
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Tripoli Nursing & Rehab is a non-profit  
28 licensed bed long-term care setting certified 
by Medicare and Medicaid.  We are committed 

to providing excellent care and support to 
residents, families, the community and our 

employees.  We provide skilled nursing, 
rehabilitative therapy services, continuous 

nursing care, social services and activity 
programs designed to meet various types  

of individual needs.  
Independently Owned & Operated

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd Street SW, Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-4269
trnuhome@butler-bremer.com

Read the Chronicle online at https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

I took the call and made the necessary 
arrangements to look at her great room for 
painting. When I arrived at her home, she 

invited me in for 
what seemed more 
like a social visit 
than a painting proj-
ect. I obliged and 
took a seat on her 
couch, in the room I 
was to evaluate for 
painting. We began 
a conversation of 
mostly small talk 
and the fact that she 
had recently lost her 

husband of 60 years. I didn't know her 
real personally but I knew she toppled my 
age by decades and that her and her late 
husband loved to dance at the local dance 
halls. 

There was a passion in her voice, and 
a distant look in her eyes, as she leaned 
forward and took me into the old dance 
hall days she loved so much. With a som-
ber expression, and eyes that reflected like 
prisms in the mid-day sun, she took me 
into the "glass half full" times of her life. 
I followed close, as she led me there eas-
ily, somehow opening my own "swinging 
doors," with her every spoken word.

She referred to her dance hall days as 
if she were the captain of a sinking ship, 
slowly descending into the soft, moonlit 
night. Those Saturday evenings that once 
held her heart, have now fallen away to a 
point of extinction. 

"Where have all the dance halls gone?" 
she whispered, with a pale expression of 
disbelief. "Those were the days."

I took a look around the room and 
frankly, her home was immaculate, and 
never even needed painting, as I saw it. 
That's the case sometimes, but I was hap-
py to make my appearance anyway.

I made a suggestion or two on different 
colors, that only seemed to drift off, out 
of her scope and range. I remained seat-
ed on the couch, and just listened, as she 

sprinkled her wisdom like fairy dust, us-
ing words that far exceeded this painter's 
knowledge.

"Where have all the dance halls gone?" 
she half-heartedly questioned. "The week-
ends just aren't what they used to be. Sat-
urday nights come in on a slow train, with 
box cars full of the Friday night blues." 
she said, with a noticeable fracture in her 
voice.

"When my husband was alive, we 
looked forward to our Saturday evening 
dance nights. It was a time to dress up 
with an extra flair, and a time to get to-
gether with all of the friends that shared 
in the same passion. It was a time when 
the world was ours for that one evening. 
Seems like those times just went down in 
flames. Though my memories have sur-
vived in "living color," tomorrow doesn't 
arrive in anything other than black and 
white," she expressed with feeling.

"There was a special magic on the 
dance floor, an unspoken conversation 
shared in the distance between two hearts. 
The lights were down low, hands holding 
hands, and dusty shoes waltzing across a 
saw-dust floor. Each song became our sin-
gle red rose, giving back the words and 
music to our own life's story. By evening's 
end, we garnered a full "bouquet" of roses. 
They were roses turned into memories, to 
share in the portion of "forever" that met 
us only half the way.  Where did the local 
dance halls go?" she continued.

We could have visited for hours, I 
knew that well, but I needed to take my 
paintbrush towards home. As I stood to 
leave, the smile drained from her face as if 
preparing in advance... the loneliness that 
was about to fill her home. With my hand 
on the door handle, and somewhat stalling 
for time, I made mention that I almost for-
got to ask her the one painter's question. 
Of all things, of all the questions a painter 
needs to ask, I nearly forgot to ask the one 
most important question. "Young lady, be-
fore I leave, may I have this last dance?"

jdfranpaint@msn.com 

Wasn't it Yesterday: Those Were The Days

By J.D. Francis

College News
Local student named to Dean's 

List at Palmer College of 
Chiropractic

DAVENPORT, IA -- Camryn Wolfe of 
Fairbank was named to the 2024 fall tri-
mester Dean's List at Palmer College of 

Chiropractic's Main Campus in Daven-
port, Iowa.

Palmer College of Chiropractic, the 
first and largest college in the chiropractic 
profession, has campuses in Davenport, 
Iowa, and Port Orange, Florida.

Wapsie Valley Graduates!
Congratulations
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Being prepared with the right
insurance for your
farm and crop matters.

Call us to talk to one of our experienced
AgriBusiness Advisors today at 319.483.4854 or
visit our website at acceladvantage.com.

Jeffrey F. Arians, CPA
Quality Accounting Services 

1002 Broadway Street 
Waterloo, IA 50703

319-234-2813 
www.qasiowa.com

Trusted Accounting 
Services

for Individuals & Businesses

News from Community  
Lutheran School

The Klinger students made maple syrup on March 26 at Wildcat Wednesday. Mrs. 
Foster’s husband, Kevin,  demonstrated how to tap a maple tree and boil down syrup. 
Students also got to taste both sap and syrup!

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.
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GINGERICH
Roofi ng Solutions

Metal • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings
Siding • Pole Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
319.505.3938

1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd.
Hazleton, IA 50641

Services:
Custom Welding

Power Equipment
Hydraulic Hoses

412 7th Street, Janesville
(319) 987-2801• Cell: (319) 230-7770

email: shop@stokeswelding.comwww.stokeswelding.com

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

Reclassification Hearing May 6, 2025, for Drainage District No. 5 Landowners

Obituary
Galen Lloyd Nuss

Galen L. Nuss, of Readlyn, passed 
away peacefully Sunday, February 17, 
2025, at his home.

A Celebration 
of Life was held at 
11:00 a.m., Satur-
day, April 12, 2025, 
at the Readlyn Fire 
Station. Inurnment 
was at St. John Lu-
theran Church-Buck 
Creek Cemetery, ru-
ral Sumner. Memo-
rials may be made 

in Galen's name to the Readlyn Fire De-
partment. Becker & Son Funeral Home in 
Sumner assisted Galen’s family. Online 
condolences may be left at www.becker-
milnesrettig.com.

Galen Lloyd, son of Lloyd and Doro-
thy (Kappmeyer) Nuss was born August 
29, 1961, at the Sumner Hospital. He was 
baptized and confirmed at St. John Lu-
theran Church-Buck Creek, rural Sumner. 
Galen graduated from Wapsie Valley High 

school in 1979. While in high school, he 
participated in football and wrestling. In 
1993, he was united in marriage with Kim 
Kohagen at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Readlyn. The couple would later divorce. 
Galen began his professional career at the 
Readlyn Co-Op, prior to Denver Con-
struction, Terex Cranes, Black Hawk 
Rental, and Quality Distributors, where 
he retired in 2019. He was a faithful mem-
ber of the Readlyn Fire Department for 31 
years. Galen enjoyed fishing, hunting, and 
fabricating products.

Galen is survived by his two chil-
dren, Jessica Novak of Hazleton and Jer-
rid Nuss of Readlyn; two grandchildren, 
Coral and Corbin Novak; siblings, Glen-
da (Bob) Eubanks of Solon, Gary (Jody) 
Nuss of Carrolton, Illinois, Gail Hart of 
Holly Springs, North Carolina, and Gene 
Nuss of Guttenberg; three nieces; three 
nephews; and aunt, Marion Wilharm of 
Bremer.

In addition to his maternal and paternal 
grandparents, he was preceded in death by 
his parents and many aunts and uncles.

NOTICE OF RECLASSIFICATION HEARING
DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO. 5 LANDOWNERS

BREMER, IOWA
To: Ackerman, Mindy Jo; Albright, Karen Rev Tr; 

Allen II, Michael & Allen, Jessica; Allen, Daniel L; An-
derson, Brian Leo & Anderson, Melissa Kay; Anderson, 
Joe L & Anderson, Shari L; Arians, Jeffrey F & Arians, 
Hanna J; Armbrecht, Ted W & Armbrecht, Deanna J; 
B. R. D. Inc; Baker, Marvin D; Banzhaf, John III; Bar-
ber, David W; Barnes, Nathan M & Barnes, Nicole 
L; Barnes, Rodney J & Halbur, Morgan D; Becker, 
Jennifer L; Bennett, Vicki Mae & Sinnema, James P; 
Bergmann, Dallas & Bergmann, Melinda; Billington, 
Dennis B & Billington, Kris R; Blaylock, Daniel J Blay-
lock, Kristin K; Bockholt, Brianne J; Boeckman, James 
C; Boehme, Karen J; Boerschel, Larry A & Boerschel, 
Susan A; Boyle, Lucas M & Boyle, Allie D; Bradley, 
Alan W & Bradley, Marlene; Brady, Josh M & Brady, 
Lindsey; Brauner, Amber Jo & Brauner, Andrew Jo-
seph Dean; Bremer County, Iowa; Briddle, Todd W & 
Briddle, Emily J; Brown, Brett; Bruns, Nadean; Brun-
scheon, Danny L & Brunscheon, Debra A; Brunscheon, 
Keith J & Brunscheon, Tanya J; Brunscheon, Ronald J; 
Buchholz, Darin R; Buenzow, Brenda J; Buhr, Daniel 
F; Buhr, Dona M Res Tr; Buhr, Roger D & Buhr, Con-
nie; Buhr, Staci L; Buhrow, Gerald George & Buhrow, 

Beverly Jean; Burke, Shean P & Burke, Michelle; Buss, 
Corey D & Buss, Courtney A; Chapin, Mary L Rev Tr; 
Clemen, Jacquelyn; Cole, Bradley K & Cole, Peggy L; 
Cole, Nick & Cole, Amy; Deterding, Steven R; Dixon, 
Jacie J & Huebner, Cayle E; Duesenberg, Steven C 
& Duesenberg, Renee L; Eckerman, Tyler R & Eck-
erman, Ashlee E; Eggleston, Kristin; Ejl Realty, Inc; 
Ellgren, Jacob Kenneth & Salisbury, Jenna A; Erhardt, 
Nancy Lif Est; Erickson, Alan C & Erickson, Bonnie J; 
Farmers Co-Op Co; Foelske, Austin J; Folkmann, Aar-
on W & Folkmann, Danielle M; Fortsch, Deborah G; 
Franck, Jason S & Franck, Kristin J; Franzen, Jeremy 
& Franzen, Tina; Fritz, Angie Linn & Fritz, Robert R; 
Galyean, John & Galyean, Wendy; Genfour Veterinary, 
LLC; German Lutheran Zions Cemetery; Gothard, Mi-
chael & Gothard, Crystal; Gothard, Terry L & Gothard, 
Debra A; Grober, Thomas; Gross, Tamara; Hambly, 
William D; Hamlett, Austin E & Hamlett, Mara C; Harms, 
Alexandrea; Hart, Thomas M; Hartman, Ronnie H & 
Hartman, Clarine F; Hartness, Doris; Haugland, Skyler; 
Heine, Danny L; Heineman, Suzanne K; Hesse, Craig 
W; Hesse, Charles E; Hesse, Kyle R; Hesse’s D & H 
Farm, Inc; Hogan, Thomas B & Hogan, Jaci R; Hooked 
Up Self Storage LLC; Horst, Mackenzie R; Huebner & 
Huebner, Inc; Huebner Farms, LLC; Huebner, David 
J; Huebner, Mallory & Buzynski, Andrew S; Hupfeld, 

Michael M & Hupfeld, Linda S; Ingersoll, Daniel S & In-
gersoll, Crystal L; Interstate Power & Light; Iowa, State 
Of; It’ll Do Acres, LLC; Jacque, Kye & Jacque, Daniel; 
Joerger, Christopher J & Joerger, Angela A; Joerger, 
Jacob & Goeller, Mackenzie; Johannsen, Jacklyn Jo; 
Jones, Joseph R & Hemmer-Jones, Andrea L; Kai-
ser-Corson Funeral Home Inc; Kane, Alex R & Kane, 
Amanda R; Kocher, Joyce; Krause, Heather & Hartwig, 
Nicole; Kuker, Marc A & Kuker, Julie A; Kuker, Shir-
ley Mae; La Rue, Scott J & La Rue, Susi K; Ladage, 
Larry & Ladage, Janet; Land, William; Lau, Dawn M; 
Lockard, Myron L; Lundberg, Denise I; Macken, Mar-
jorie L Living Tr; Maledy, Austin; Manatts Inc; Marticoff, 
Martin & Marticoff, Kristi; Martin, Thomas G; Mason, 
Gregory & Mason, Toni; Matthias, David C & Matthi-
as, Lisa Lynn; Matthias, Matthew & Mathias, Devyn; 
Matthias, Scott D & Matthias, Connie K; May, Leslie 
L & Bartz, Dylan J; McDaniel, Chris P II; McElhose, 
Mark; Meyer, Dalton R; Minard, Richard D; Newhoff, 
Darrell K; Northern Natural Gas Co; Oberle, Douglas 
J & Oberle, Lisa M; O’Brien, Kelly S; Odneal, Bruce A 
& Odneal, Kay L; Oltrogge, Ethan D; Ott, Bradey W; 
Ott, Dale & Ott, Sandra; Paris, Jeremy & Thurm, Stacy; 
Pavelec, Craig & Pavelec, Bailie; Peine, Richard A & 
Peine, Carol A; Pfaltzgraff, Brian J & Pfaltzgraff, Carita 
D; Phelan, Laura L; Platte, Dustin P & Platte, Jennifer 
E; Poock Farms, LLC; Powell, Brian M & Reed, Me-
gan E; Powerhalf Properties LLC; Precious Miracles, 
L.C.; Price, Kevin D; Price, Kylee; Pries, Randy A & 
Pries, Cindy M; Pullin, Timothy R; Quality Distributors 
Inc; Rathbone, Ruth; Readlyn Betterment Group, LLC; 
Readlyn Savings Bank; Readlyn Telephone Company; 
Readlyn, City Of; Ritzman, Michael & Ritzman, De-
nise; Sauerbrei, Gary & Sauerbrei, Connie; Sauerbrei, 
Tanner L & Sauerbrei, Katelynn R; Sauerbrei, Larry & 
Sauerbrie, Debra; Schmit, Macey; Schneider Brothers 
Properties, LLC; Schock, Scott W; Schultz, Bobby D; 
Schumacher Dairy Farms, Inc; Schwickerath, Dean R; 
Sebilsky, Bonita A; Shannon, Kara J; Sheppard, Doug-
las J & Sheppard, Amy E; Shores, Kyle J & Jacobsen, 
Kelly J; Sickles, Virginia & Sickles, Daniel D; Siefken, 
Ryan; Sittig, Zane; Snyder, Anthony W & Snyder, Emily 
L; Soldwisch, Alice J; Spratt, Hannah L & Spratt, Da-
mian; St Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church; St 
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church; Steege, Larry 
L & Steege, Pamela J; Strottmann, Ronald J; Surge 
Properties, LLC; Thacher, Dennis R & Thacher, Shari 
L; Thacher, Rickie L & Thacher, Lois E; Thurm, Kevin 
W & Thurm, Tamara L; Tiedt, Michael J & Tiedt, Arlene 
M; Tiedt, Michael R & Tiedt, Janeen E; Tobey, Nicho-
las J & Tobey, Dawn M; Traeger, Edgar III & Traeger, 
Kathleen; Twaites, Dan L  & Twaites, Stephanie B; 
Van Natta, Sean & Van Natta, Lorna; Villager-Sunrise 
Inc; Wedemeier, Daniel D & Wedemeier, Constance 
S; Wedemeier, Glennys E; Wehling, James A Rev Tr 
& Wehling, Doris A Rev Tr; Wehr, Steven M & Wehr, 
Patricia Anne; West, Nicholas; Westendorf, Kevin A & 
Westendorf, Norma L; Westpfahl, Scott A & Westpfahl, 
Carol S; White, Brant A & White, Essi M; Wittenburg, 
Barry J & Wittenburg, Lisa Joan Happel; Wittenburg, 
Randy L & Wittenburg, Deborah L; Wittenburg, Rod-
ney; Wolff, James R; Wolff, Roger E; Wood, Julie A 

& Wood, Chad; including all owners, encumbrancers, 
lien holders, unknown heirs and claimants by will, and 
to all others to whom it may concern, including actual 
occupants of all the lands within Drainage District No. 
5, Bremer County, Iowa. 

YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that the Board of Supervisors of Bremer County, 
Iowa, acting as Trustees for Drainage District No. 5, 
appointed a Classification Commission, as provided by 
law, for the reclassification of the Drainage District No. 
5, Bremer County, Iowa. The classification commission 
has filed its report with the Bremer County Auditor, Wa-
verly, Iowa. The report fixes the percentage of actu-
al benefits and makes an equitable apportionment of 
costs and expenses of future repairs or improvements 
required in this District.

RECLASSIFICATION is shown in the Classifi-
cation Commissioners’ Report on Reclassification of 
benefits for each of the 40 acre tracts or other tracts 
in Drainage District No. 5. There is a copy of this Re-
port in its entirety in the office of the Bremer County 
Auditor and on the County’s website at https://www.
bremercounty.iowa.gov/government/drainage Com-
missioners’ Report.

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that the assess-
ment schedule sets out a classification and assess-
ment which shall be the basis for repairs and improve-
ments made in this District. The Bremer County Board 
of Supervisors has tentatively approved the report as 
filed and has fixed the time for hearing on said report 
for May 6, 2025, 6:00 P.M. at the Readlyn Elementary 
School, 200 E 4th St, Readlyn, Iowa.  

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that all objections 
to the Reclassification Report must be in writing and 
filed with the Bremer County Auditor at or before the 
time set for the hearing. At said hearing the Bremer 
County Board of Supervisors shall hear and determine 
all written objections to the report, and may affirm, in-
crease or decrease the percentage of benefits or ap-
portionment of costs and expenses made in the report 
against any tract of land in the District, as may appear 
to the Board to be just and equitable. 

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that at such hear-
ing, the Board may hear evidence both for and against 
the approval of the report or any portion thereof, but it 
shall not be competent to show that any of the land in 
the district assessed for benefits will not be benefited 
by such repairs or improvements to some degree. Any 
interested party may be heard in argument by themself 
or counsel. 

YOU ARE FINALLY NOTIFIED that if you fail to 
file a written objection the Board of Supervisors could 
make a final decision, increase your assessment and 
reclassify your land and as a consequence of your 
failure to object in writing you would lose your right to 
appeal a decision within 20 days in the Iowa District 
Court in Bremer County.

THIS NOTICE is published and mailed as provided 
by law at the direction of the Board of Supervisors of 
Bremer County, Iowa, acting as Trustees of Drainage 
District No. 5.  

Shelley Wolf, Bremer County Auditor

Send news to: readlynchronicle@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

Garden Tilling — Plowing — Cultivating
Lawn Mowing — Snow Removal — Backhoe Services

Property Clean-Up — Small Landscaping Projects

C and K Garden Solutions LLC

319-939-4112
ckjeanes@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

QUALITY DISTRIBUTORS
Crop Protection

Custom Application
Third Party Agronomy

Chemical & Fertilizer Sales
& Trucking

Seth Walker
CELL 319-352-1619

Tyler Hemer
CELL 319-269-7675

1508 190th Street 
Waverly, IA

Recently, we have had some questions 
regarding Educational Savings Accounts 
(ESA/Vouchers). Below is a brief summa-
ry of the program.

In Iowa, the Education Savings Account 
program was introduced as part of the Stu-
dent First Act, which was signed into law 
in January 2023. The program is designed 
to provide financial assistance to families 
who want to send their children to private 
schools, giving them more educational op-
tions outside of the public school system.

Here's how the program works:
1. Eligibility:
○ Starting in the 2023-2024 school 

year, the program is available to families 
with children who are entering kindergar-
ten through 12th grade.

○ Initially, priority was given to fam-
ilies who were below a certain income 
threshold or those whose children are cur-
rently enrolled in public schools. Eventu-
ally, the program was phased in to provide 
wider access.

2. How the ESA works:
○ The state provides a funding amount 

per student, which can be used to pay for 
tuition and other qualified educational ex-
penses at participating private schools.

○ For the 2024-2025 school year, the 
amount is $7,826 per student. This amount 
can vary slightly depending on the final 
budget and legislative changes.

○ Families can use the ESA funds for 
tuition, fees, books, educational therapies, 
or other services related to the child's edu-
cation at a private school.

3. Account Management:
○ Once eligible families are approved, 

they receive funds in the form of an Ed-
ucation Savings Account, which is man-
aged by a third-party provider.

○ The funds are deposited directly into 
a designated account for each student. 
Families can then use these funds to pay 
for approved expenses related to private 
school education.

○ The public school plays no part in 
this money NOR does any of this money 
funnel through the public school.

4. Impact on Public Schools:
○ While the program provides an al-

ternative for families, it does reduce the 
funding that public school districts receive 
because the state funds are diverted to the 
ESA accounts.

○ This can lead to potential challenges 
in public school budgeting, especially in 
areas with high numbers of families using 
ESAs.

Hopefully this information can answer 
any other questions that may be out there. 
Thank you for your support and Go War-
riors!

Chris Hoover
Wapsie Valley Superintendent

Obituary
Ruth Rose Schutte

Ruth Rose Schutte, 100, formerly of 
Readlyn, Denver and Janesville, passed 
away on Saturday, April 19, 2025, at Pin-
nacle Specialty Care in Cedar Falls.

Ruth was born on 
July 20, 1924, on the 
family farm in Mount 
Vernon Township, the 
daughter of Harry and 
Ida (Boedecker) Bur-
khardt. She attend-
ed school at Mount 
Vernon Township 
No. 5. She was unit-

ed in marriage to Henry Schutte on July 
26, 1942, at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Klinger, rural Readlyn.

Ruth enjoyed dancing with Hank at 
the many ballrooms in the area. She vol-
unteered with the Girl Scouts and the 
American Cancer Society. She enjoyed 
gardening, quilting, pillowcase dolls, em-
broidering, puzzles and word games. The 
last fifteen years she developed a fondness 
for mandala coloring and the family used 
some of her work for Christmas cards.

Ruth is survived by a son, Dale (Wen-
dy) Schutte of Harpers Ferry; a daugh-
ter, Beverly Gill of Waterloo; a daugh-

ter, Joyce Caley of Paris, Illinois; and a 
son, Joe (Lin) Schutte of Cedar Falls; six 
grandchildren, Aaron (Kristin) Schutte 
of Jesup, Christopher (Jeanne) Cooley of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, Tim A. Pfalzgraf 
of Waterloo, Jay (Khristin) Pfalzgraf of 
Grimes, Amy (Christopher) Ring of Ken-
sett and Patrick (Kelly) Schutte of West 
Des Moines; ten great-grandchildren, 
Preston Schutte-Brown, Olivia Ring, and 
Henry Ring of Kensett; Kallie Schutte 
and Karlie Schutte of Jesup; Simon Cool-
ey and Elise Cooley of Minneapolis; and 
Alexis Pfalzgraf, Ella Pfalzgraf, and Noah 
Pfalzgraf of Grimes; and a sister, Vera Ho-
ins of Shell Rock.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents; husband, Henry Schutte on January 
2, 1999, and a brother, Ralph Burkardt.

A visitation will be held on Sunday, 
May 4, 2025, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
at the Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in 
Denver and continue for one hour prior to 
the service on Monday at the church. A fu-
neral service will be held at 10:30 a.m. on 
Monday, May 5, 2025, at Immanuel Lu-
theran Church in Cedar Falls with Rev. Dr. 
Gerald Kapanka officiating. Burial will be 
held in Fairview Cemetery in Denver.

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in Den-
ver is assisting the family. 319-984-5379

Send ads to the  
Readlyn Chronicle at  

readlynchronicle@gmail.com
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Page 5 of the Readlyn Chronicle from October 29, 1936
 Pages from the 1936 Readlyn Chron-

icle, entitled the “Campaign Issue,” were 
found in the time capsule at the Bremer 
County Courthouse recently. 

The front page was in the Dec. 25 is-
sue, page 2 was in the Jan. 29 issue, page 3 
was in the Feb. 26 issue and page 4 was in 
the March 26 Chronicle. Page 5 is shown 

below. To see past issues of the Chronicle, 
go to: https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us.

The Chronicle will continue to publish 
more pages in upcoming months.

Deadline for the May 28 Readlyn Chronicle is 
Thurs., May 15 at 5 PM - Send news to 

ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

‘Wild Edible Plants’ 
will be the topic 
Monday, May 19

Join retired Nature Center Director 
and native plant enthusiast Dawn Snyder 
on Monday, May 19 at the Bremer Coun-
ty Master Gardeners and Friends regular 
meeting. Snyder will share her knowledge 
of plants in the program entitled, "Wild 
Edible Plants." She will share tips for 
safely identifying, foraging, harvesting, 
and preparing edible wild plants.

The program will be held at the Bremer 
County Extension Office in Tripoli at 6:30 
p.m. The program is free and open to the 
public.

Snyder recently retired from a suc-
cessful 35-year career as naturalist and 
Nature Center Director for the Woodbury 
County Conservation Board in Sioux City, 
Iowa. She continues to share her love and 
knowledge of the natural environment and 
is active in the Loess Hills Wild Ones, a 
non-profit group that advocates for plant-
ing native plants in yards and local land-
scapes. Dawn is a Master Gardener and a 
native of Tripoli.

For more information, contact Bremer 
County ISU Extension office (319) 882-
4275.

were those spent reconnecting with fam-
ily and friends along the way. What a fan-
tastic way to travel and visit loved ones! 
However, these reunions were rivaled by 
the joy of meeting fellow Loopers and lo-
cals at each stop. We encountered many 
wonderful, welcoming people who shared 
fascinating stories and extensive knowl-
edge about local areas, their boats, and the 
Looping lifestyle.

“This unique mode of travel gave us a 
newfound appreciation for the areas we 
visited and presented logistical challenges 
as we endeavored to explore as much as 
possible at each stop. We saw so much, yet 
there was always more to discover.”

Approximately 150 boats complete 
the Great Loop each year, making it a 
feat more unique than swimming the En-
glish Channel or climbing Mount Everest. 
Throughout this trip of a lifetime, they 
relied on America’s Great Loop Cruisers’ 
Association to provide them with infor-
mation and assistance vital to the success-
ful completion of their journey.

For more information on America’s 
Great Loop, contact America’s Great 
Loop Cruisers’ Association LLC, 1235 
Boone Hill Rd., #3, Summerville, SC 
29483, 1- 877-GR8- LOOP (478-5667), 
www.GreatLoop.org., email:  info@great-
loop.org.

Albrecht, Gipper 
complete 6,000 mile 
boat journey
Continued from Page 1

Monday, May 26, 2025
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“Keeping An Open Mind For 
Angling Success”

Ejohnston@mossyoakprostaff.com 
I’ve been told many times over the 

years that change can be a good thing. 
While most of us struggle to deal with 
change and fight it all we can, I have come 
to find that change can actually be a good 
thing in the fishing world. While it’s very 
easy to become locked in your comfort 
zone and have decent success in angling, 
I’ve recently found that stepping out of 
that comfort zone on areas and techniques 
can raise the ceiling on your Angling 
abilities. This month, I’ll dive into what I 
mean with this.

You’ve heard it many times I’m cer-
tain, “The definition of insanity is doing 
the same thing over and over and expect-
ing different results.” This applies heavily 
in fishing. As you might imagine, my bass 
tournament fishing is now past twenty 
years of experience, most of that experi-
ence on the Mississippi River, specifically 
pools 9 and 10. In that time, I’ve found 
myself locked into certain areas that have 
historically been good at one point or an-
other in my career. To a point, sometimes 
my stubbornness on an area producing 
has hurt me bad in tournaments. “I caught 
18 pounds off this sandbar in 2008 at this 
very water level and time of year. They’ve 
gotta be here.” I’ve said this to myself in 
my head more times than I would care to 
admit. As an angler gets older and more 
experienced, especially on a certain body 
of water, they become stubborn and try to 
tell the river how it’s gonna go, instead of 
listening to what the river and fish are tell-
ing you they want. Last time I checked,  
Mother Nature is undefeated and I don’t 

see her losing anytime soon. This year in 
the off season, I had a lot of reflection on 
why I’ve struggled in tournaments. I de-
cided to make a change on things I can 
control like personal health, boat and 
tackle care and maintenance, etc. But I’ve 
also made the conscious decision to fish 
with an open mind. The big reason out-of-
state tournament participants beat locals 
on their home waters is due to the fact 
they don’t have preconceived notions on 
where the fish “should” be. Instead, they 
use their skills of season, water level, and 
weather to find areas that are conducive to 
where to find fish. I made up my mind this 
spring to look at the river as a blank slate. 
Sure, I still check in on spots that have 
produced before, but I’m not living or dy-
ing by them. Instead, I’m forcing myself 
in my “practice days” to do nothing but 
fish areas I’ve never fished before to seek 
out new bass hiding spots. For once I’m 
hoping to be ahead of the game on chang-
ing my mindset! 

Another element in fishing that can hurt 
your success is becoming locked on cer-
tain baits or colors because, once again, “I 
hammered them on black and blue here in 
2002, it’s gotta be the color!” Take a walk 
through your local tackle shop and look at 
all the different colors and types of baits on 
the shelves. While some are there to catch 
anglers, there’s a reason for so much va-
riety as fish prefer variety. Keep an open 
mind and try different baits and techniques. 

Speaking of techniques, Don’t hesitate 
to try new ones. Never used a drop-shot 
before? Try it out! The list of different 
techniques is endless for all species of 
fish, and the beauty of today’s tech world 
is we have YouTube University in the 

palm of our hands to 
not only learn how to 
rig different techniques, 
but also how to fish it 
and under what condi-
tions to do so. Utilize 
the technology resource 
no matter what species 
you’re after. Technolo-
gy has come so far in the 
last five years for fish-
ing. Some of it honestly 
scares me for the future 
of not only tournament 
fishing, but Mother 
Nature’s resources as 
well. With things like 
GPS mapping and, yes, 
I’m gonna say it….. 
FORWARD FACING 
SONAR. For those 
not completely in tune 
with the fishing indus-
try 24/7 as I am, FFS or 

“livescope” is new technology that came 
on the scene a couple years ago and has 
become quite a hot button topic on both 
sides of the argument for and against. FFS 
is a depth finder that shoots a signal out to 
100 feet in front of the boat and shows fish 
swimming in front of you, around struc-
ture, and shows a detailed picture of the 
bottom of the lake and you can even see 
your bait and the fish reacting to it in real 
time. Some have started calling it “video 
game fishing.” If set up correctly, you can 
literally stare at the screen all day long, 
looking for and catching fish. 

I fought hard not to have it for the last 
two years, but this spring I made the pur-
chase as in the tournament world I don’t 
want to get left behind as so many others 
have it and many tournaments are won 
with it. I’m still very inexperienced with 
it, but I have it dialed in well enough to see 
fish and my baits and have caught some 
fish using it. Personally, I feel it takes the 
magic and wonderment out of fishing and 
I’m not real accepting of that change. A big 
thrill for me, and I’m sure most anglers, is 
not knowing what’s there every cast you 
make. I’m also fearful of it for our panfish 

population as it makes it very easy to find 
the fish in a hurry. Will it ever be banned? 
Too soon to tell, as these electronic com-
panies pump a lot of money into the tour-
nament organizations with sponsorship 
dollars. It’s hard for a tournament organi-
zation to turn that extra money away by 
banning the use of it in their tournaments. 
My opinion on it for bass fishing is its an-
other tool in the arsenal to help me locate 
fish. Time will tell its future and FFS is a 
topic for a full article down the road. 

To sum up for the month is the fact 
that fishing, like everything else in life, 
is ever-changing. The best way to deal 
with change is embrace it and keep an 
open mind. Try new areas and techniques 
often. Challenge yourself to learn a new 
technique by taking only one rod with you 
and sticking to that technique until you 
get good with it. The same applies to ar-
eas. Pick out a certain section of the river 
you’ve never been on a map and focus on 
it for a day and learn new spots to fish. Or 
try a new body of water altogether - the 
exploration and learning is what makes 
the angling journey more fun! Until next 
time, GET OUTDOORS!

ReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlynReadlyn
OutdoorsOutdoorsOutdoors

By: Eric Johnston

Owner
Jon Elsamiller

“Family owned and operated since 1983”

101 39th St. NE
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

www.elsamillerelectric.com

340 S. State St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5691

denverdrugandphoto.com

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.
VANDAELE INSURANCE, INC.

greatrates@vandaeleins.com

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467 • Fairbank, IA 50629
319-635-2526 • Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.
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Caring For Our Family, One Loving Heart at a Time.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

Wapsie Valley CSD
Public Hearing & Regular School Board Meeting

March 20, 2025
Pledge of Allegiance

1. President Wolfe called the Public Hearing on the 25-26 Prop-
erty Tax Statement to order at 6:00 PM. Roll call-Aiello-Aye, Auel-Aye, 
Kaufman-Aye, Sauerbrei-Aye, & Wolfe-Aye Motion carried 5-0 

A. Directors: Aiello, Auel, Kaufman, Sauerbrei, & Wolfe
B. Supt. Hoover, Secretary Arndt, & Principal Murphy
C. Others: Dave Hunt, Annette Hyde, Brett Bergman, Donald 

Fratzke, Kyle Martin, Jon Biederman, Brian Stark, Vaughn Gross, & 
virtual participants. 

2. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to approve the agenda 
as presented. Motion carried 5-0

3. President Wolfe read opening statements regarding public 
hearing requirements and property tax statement.

Superintendent Hoover stated the property tax statement was 
published at the highest property tax rate due to supplemental state aid 
not being set by the legislature at the time of the public hearing notice. 
Different scenarios with lower property tax rates will be presented at 
the April 23, 2025 Public Hearing & Regular Board Meeting. 

4. Public comment-No written or verbal comments
5. Closed the Public Hearing and adjourned at 6:06 PM-Roll 

call-Aiello-Aye, Auel-Aye, Sauerbrei-Aye, Kaufman-Aye, & Wolfe-Aye 
Motion carried 5-0

1. President Wolfe called the Regular Meeting of the Board to 
order at 6:06 PM.

A. Directors: Aiello, Auel, Kaufman, Sauerbrei, & Wolfe
B. Supt. Hoover, & Secretary Arndt - Principals excused
C. Others: Dave Hunt, Annette Hyde, Brett Bergman, Donald 

Fratzke, Kyle Martin, Jon Biederman, Brian Stark, Vaughn Gross, & 
virtual participants. 

2. Moved by Auel, Seconded by Aiello to approve the agenda as 
presented. Motion carried 5-0 

3. Public Comment: Vaughn Gross talked about looking at a 4-day 
school week, & Robotics Bill 278

4. Brian Stark presented vision and schools previously worked 
with regarding track and football field projects.

5. Consent Items: Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Kaufman to ap-
prove the consent items including the bills being reviewed by Brent 
Sauerbrei with Kelsey Kerns requesting to open enroll her 1st grade 
daughter from Tripoli effective the 25-26 school year. Motion carried 
5-0 Also, funds will be transferred from the Activity interest account 
to support minimum registration fees for Future Business Leadership 
of America ($100-5 students), Family Career & Community Leader of 
America, ($240-12 students), Future Farmers of America ($100-5 stu-
dents) & Skills USA ($100-5 students). $500 will also be transferred to 
National Honor Society to start the program.

6. Communication & Reports: Board: None. 
Superintendent: Mr. Hoover’s report included budget comments, 

area tax rates, enrollment trends, and Every Student Succeeds Act. 
District-PK-12 Principals: Report includes student led confer-

ences, professional development, literacy week, NICL academic 
conference, intervention period, blood drive, spring activities, POPS 
concert, & FFA district contests. 

 7. Personnel Actions- Resignations: Moved by Kaufman, Sec-
onded by Auel to approve the resignations of Austin Jeanes-JV Girls 
Basketball Coach, & Heidi Shannon, Teacher Leadership Instructional 
Coach effective 6–30-2025 and thank them for their service to Wapsie 
Valley. Motion carried 5-0

Contracts: Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to approve 
contracts for Jordan Smith-Van Driver-$26.10 per route, & Elizabeth 
Bergman - Co-Head Golf Coach-$3,008 Base 1/Year 0 as presented. 
Motion carried 4-0

 8. New Business-Arndt presented the FY26 preliminary budget, 
FY26 budget guarantee and FY25 budget amendment Moved by Sau-
erbrei, Seconded by Auel to publish the proposed budget with a tax 
rate of 14.37514 & set the public hearing date for the FY26 budget, 
FY25 budget amendment for April 23, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. Motion car-
ried 5-0

Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Kaufman to approve WV/CLS 
25-26 PK Agreement as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Sauerbrei to approve 25-26 AEA 
Purchasing Agreement as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Aiello, Seconded by Auel to approve the 25-26 girls 
tennis agreement with Oelwein as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Kaufman to approve sharing girls 
soccer with Denver for the 24-25 season as presented. Motion carried 
5-0

9. Board Talking Points - None
10. Went into Closed Session at 7:16 PM with a Roll call vote: All 

Ayes Motion carried 5-0 21.5 (g). To avoid disclosure of specific law 
enforcement matters, such as current or proposed investigations or in-
spection or auditing techniques or schedules, which if disclosed would 
enable law violators to avoid detection. Came out of Closed Session at 
8:12 PM with a Roll call vote: All Ayes Motion carried 5-0 

Went into Exempt Session at 8:13 PM with a roll call vote: Ally 
Ayes Motion carried 5-0 Negotiating sessions, strategy meetings of 
public employers, mediation, and the deliberative process of arbitrators 
shall be exempt from the provisions of chapter 21. 21.9 Employment 
conditions discussed. A meeting of a governmental body to discuss 
strategy in matters relating to employment conditions of employees of 
the governmental body who are not covered by a collective bargaining 
agreement under chapter 20 is exempt from this chapter. For the pur-
pose of this section, “employment conditions” mean areas included in 
the scope of negotiations listed in section 20.9. Came out of Exempt 
Session at 8:33 PM with a Roll call vote: All Ayes Motion carried 5-0

11. Moved by Auel, Seconded by Kaufman to adjourn at 8:33 PM 
Motion carried 5-0

March 20, 2025 Bills: ADAMS, LANDON $32.00 AGVANTAGE 

FS $15,809.13 ALLIANT ENERGY $397.46 ALPHAGRAPHICS 
$133.66 Amazon $339.29 APLINGTON-PARKERSBURG $182.00 
ARNOLD MOTOR $259.43 AUDIBLE $8.51 AWARDS GIFT $113.75 
BEACHY, RACHEL $57.39 BEHNKE, NOLA $37.00 BLACK HILLS EN-
ERGY $446.24 BREMER COUNTY DARE $506.16 BUTLER COUNTY 
REC $3,804.90 BUZYNSKI, AMY $170.00 CASEY'S $40.00 CEDAR 
FALLS CSD $8,218.46 CENTRAL IA DISTRIB $320.00 CHEM-
SEARCH $221.65 CITY LAUNDRY $1,378.63 CITY OF FAIRBANK 
$4,311.31 CITY OF READLYN $4,010.67 COLUMN SOFTWARE 
$51.92 COMMUNITY LUTHERAN SCHOOLS $44,273.30 CONAWAY, 
XANDER $14.00 CONTINENTAL RESEARCH $1,289.57 DENVER 
CSD $6,495.30 EAST-CENTRAL IA REC $523.72 Employee Benefit 
Systems $81,152.84 EMS DETERGENT $52.05 FAIRBANK FOOD 
$6.38 FAREWAY $24.29 HAWKEYE CMMNTY CLLGE $41,127.57 
HERSHBERGER, MARY BETH $85.01 HESSE, RACHEL $0.00 IAS-
BO $245.00 IADHS $6,514.88 IOWA REGIONAL UTILITIES $519.27 
IOWA TESTING PROGRAMS $1,716.00 IXL LEARNING $5,250.00 
JANESVILLE CSD $6,017.40 Kaufman, Adam $2,800.00 KAY L. 
CHAPMAN, CPA $4,700.00 KENWORTHY, STOREY $3,109.76 
KLUESNER SANITATION $640.00 KUM & GO $51.04 LARRY'S SRVC 
$694.36 LITTLE WAPSIE COMM $175.08 Menards $533.44 MENZEL, 
EMMA $149.94 MERCYONE $110.00 MILLER, BEN $18.00 MILLER, 
CATHERINE $76.50 MODERN BUILDING $73.06 NEW HAMPTON 
CSD $5,255.08 OELWEIN CSD $393.73 ORAN MUTUAL TELE-
PHONE $161.00 QUALITY TRUCK RBLDRS $860.63 RABER, EDNA 
$85.01 RAISA A HALLELUJAH $1,400.00 READLYN TELEPHONE 
$196.54 SCHOOL BUS SALES $110.60 School Fix $88.29 SCHULTZ, 
LANDRY $34.00 SCRIBNER, RACHEL $403.20 STICKFORT ELEC-
TRIC $304.50 STREET SMARTS $1,368.00 TAYLOR PHYSICAL 
THERAPY $1,272.50 Teacher Synergy $79.15 TIMBERLINE $115.46 
UBIQUITI STORE $6.00 UNI $150.00 UIU $1,368.00 Walmart $478.27 
WATERLOO CSD $4,181.26 WAVERLY CSD $59,742.85 WEEDS ON 
FIRE $2,445.00 GENERAL TOTAL $329,786.39 Employee Benefit 
Systems $4,546.25 MANAGEMENT TOTAL $4,546.25 BLUUM OF 
MINNESOTA $2,094.62 Farmers State Bank $29,361.75 NW Automa-
tion $816.00 SAVE TOTAL $32,272.37 ACCESS SYSTEMS $1,663.30 
BLUUM OF MINNESOTA $3,187.36 BOOMERANG $143.81 Cen-
tral Rivers AEA $4,038.85 FERGUSON $1,875.69 ORAN MUTUAL 
TELEPHONE $100.00 YOUNG PLMBG & HTNG $2,071.30 PPEL 
TOTAL $13,080.31 Amazon $2,830.51 BRAIN POP $175.00 GOBIL-
DA $649.48 GRIZZLY $1,888.84 WVEF TOTAL $5,543.83 DECORAH 
CSD $75.00 IHSMA $165.00 IAHSSA $20.00 J.W. PEPPER $660.33 
REV ROBOTICS $336.22 SEWING PARTS $1,699.15 WEST MU-
SIC $866.00 GALLUP TRUST $3,821.70 ALLISON, GAIL $225.00 
Amazon $86.13 COCA-COLA $462.19 BERGMAN, BRETT $498.66 
BOEVERS, ZACH $50.00 Brady, Aidan $330.00 CASEY'S $95.12 
COUNTRY VIEW DAIRY $252.00 CREATIVE IMPACT $385.32 CUR-
LEY, PEYTON $150.00 DAVE & BUSTERS $240.43 DAVIE, BRILEY 
$200.00 DICKINSON RELAYS $50.00 EDDY, JACK $85.00 EGGS 
& JAM $82.02 ELITE SPORTS $295.50 FCCLA $28.00 FAREWAY 
$42.73 Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) $80.00 GLEN 

SNYDER $170.00 GOBILDA $276.60 HELMER, AXTON $120.00 
HESSE, KORVIN $20.00 HILSENBECK, HAYDEN $375.00 HOME 
DEPOT $59.99 Iowa AAU Wrestling $220.00 IOWA FCCLA $2,691.80 
IHSAA $646.00 J.W. PEPPER $11.50 JERSEY MIKES $127.29 JO-
ERGER, LAKIN $200.00 JOLESCH ENTERPRISES $50.00 Jones, 
Ashlea $98.89 KELLEY, SABRINA $70.00 Krall, Brian $203.17 MAPLE 
HILLS COUNTRY CLUB $500.00 MICHELL'S $496.32 MILLER, JOHN 
$45.00 NATIONAL FFA ORG $198.00 NE IA HUSTLERS $160.00 
NITZ, KATELYN $25.00 PEYTON, JAYDEN $350.00 SAM'S CLUB 
$248.92 SCHIPPER, ADAM $85.00 STUBER, ELY $200.00 STUBER, 
LYDIA $200.00 TEXAS ROADHOUSE $243.42 TIEDT, MARSHALL 
$20.00 TownePlace Suites by Marriott $2,486.40 U.S. POST OFFICE 
$8.35 UNI ATHLETICS $200.00 VIBES KITCHEN $76.80 Waskow, 
Dave $85.00 WENGER, ERNIE $250.00 WESTERN DUBUQUE CSD 
$90.00 WIERSMA, BARNEY $120.00 WILLE, CARMEN $116.34 AC-
TIVITY TOTAL $15,182.89 COCA-COLA $302.89 EMS DETERGENT 
$328.15 KWIK TRIP $20.87 MARTIN BROS. $14,339.03 PRAIRIE 
FARMS $2,854.87 WILSON RESTAURANT $589.03 LUNCH TOTAL 
$18,434.84

Wapsie Valley CSD
Public Hearing, & Special Meeting Minutes

March 27, 2025
Pledge of Allegiance

1. President Wolfe called the Public Hearing on the JH/HS HVAC 
Phase III Project to order at 6:00 PM. Roll call-Auel, Aiello, Kaufman, 
Sauerbrei, & Wolfe-All Ayes Motion carried 5-0

A. Directors: Auel, Aiello, Kaufman, Sauerbrei, & Wolfe. 
B. Supt. Hoover, Secretary Arndt, & Brian Stark
2. Brian Stark presented the bids for the JH/HS HVAC Phase III 

Project-Steege Construction (low bid of $537,200)
3. No public comment on the JH/HS HVAC Phase III Project.
4. Closed the Public Hearing and adjourned at 6:01 PM. Roll call- 

Auel, Aiello, Kaufman, & Wolfe-All Ayes. Motion carried 5-0
1. President Wolfe called the Special Meeting of the Board to or-

der at 6:01 PM.
A. Directors: Auel, Aiello, Kaufman, Sauerbrei, & Wolfe. 
B. Supt. Hoover, Secretary Arndt, & Brian Stark
2. Moved by Kaufman, Seconded by Aiello to approve the amend-

ed agenda striking number 5, and number 6 as presented. Motion 
carried 5-0

3. Moved by Kaufman, Seconded by Sauerbrei to accept the JH/
HS HVAC Phase III Project bid of $537,200 with Steege Construction, 
Inc as presented. Motion carried 5-0

4. Moved by Auel, Seconded by Kaufman to purchase the base-
ball mound from BSN Sports for $16,100 as presented. Motion carried 
5-0

5. Board Talking Points-None
6. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by Auel to adjourn at 6:03 PM. 

Motion carried 5-0

Wapsie Valley School Board Meetings - March 20 & 27, 2025

131 Tower Street, Denver • 319-984-6191
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule your appointment in Denver today!

“OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS”
Robert R. Pipho, D.D.S. • Brendon T. Boerm, D.D.S.
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Ag Resources
Bayer Crop Science 

David R. Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Farmers Co-op 
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors-Fairview Ag
1508 190th St., Waverly

Seth Walker (319) 352-1619 
Tyler Hemer (319) 269-7675

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler

Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Advanced Realtors®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Fischels Residential Group
Joe Leehey, Residential Broker

(319) 415-7349
 joe@� schelsgroup.com
www.� schelsgroup.com

3510 Kimball Ave. Ste. H, Waterloo, IA 
50702 • Tel: (319) 234-5000 

Re/Max Alliance
Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor

319-269-5089
300 S. State St., Denver
wendymohlis@gmail.com

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

hartmanlouie@gmail.com
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

O�  ce 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
101 39th St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3917

Gingerich Roofi ng Solutions
1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton 

319-505-3938

Ken’s Electric Inc.
Electric • HVAC • Solar

319.283.4221 • kenselectric.com

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 
or: (319) 231-9022

 
Smith Excavating, Inc.

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family 
Needs

Denver Drug and Photo
340 S. State St., Denver

(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Denver Family Dental
131 Tower St., Denver

319-984-6191

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

Fidelity Bank & Trust
Adam Schaufenbuel  Waverly 

319-483-1001
Megan Niewoehner   Oelwein 

319-283-2524

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340 www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Prime Capital Investment Advisors
Ashlea (Kleitsch) Jones, Financial Advisor
Cedar Rapids, pciacedarrapids.com

(319) 269-7143 

Quality Accounting Services
1002 Broadway St., Waterloo

(319) 234-2813 www.qasiowa.com

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

American Savings Bank-Tripoli
312 S. Main St. • (319) 882-4279

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Security State Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
123 2nd St. SW, Waverly

319-352-2270
SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Food and
Restaurants

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plain� eld 

(319) 275-4528

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
239 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
O�  ce: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery

C&K Garden Solutions LLC
2508 Viking Ave., Fairbank

(319) 939-4112 

Tiedt Nursery 
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair

2220 Reed Ave. (319) 279-3363

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave.   (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA 

(319) 635-2311 (888) 282-9992 
www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

319-352-4112

CHRONICLE
 Sponsorship
DIRECTORY

2025 FRIENDS OF THE CHRONICLE:
Corlyn Freitag

DA Acres - Leistikow Family
Bonnie Erickson

Readlyn Senior Citizens
Jennifer Jaschen

YOU, TOO, CAN BECOME A 

Friend of the Chronicle! 
Call Ron Leistikow for details! 

(319) 279-3548

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE IN THE
READLYN CHRONICLE!

Call Ron Leistikow for details! (319) 279-3548
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Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s  
Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Sunday services 10:00 AM
Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street, Readlyn 

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 8:30 a.m.

Mary-Martha Circle 
1st Wednesday 7 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Sunday Services 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:05 - 9:45 a.m.
Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday

Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:00 p.m.

Read the Chronicle online at: https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us

1115 2ND ST. SE
 OELWEIN 

$195,000
3 Bedrms, 1.5 Baths, 

2 Car Garage

730 PROSPECT ST., LAMONT
$219,900

Move into Luxury Character! 4 
bed, 2 baths, New Updates!

107  WASHINGTON ST.  
WEST UNION
$28,000  

Fixer Upper, 2 Bdrm., 2 Car. Det. 
Gar., Cash Buyers Needed!

510 1ST ST. S.W., OELWEIN

16283 50TH ST., 
1 MILE N. OF OELWEIN

$275,000
Bigger than it looks Ranch, 2 Car ‘Tuck 

Under’ Garages, 3 L Bedrms, 2 baths up, ¾ 
bath LL, Lg Family Rm, Extra Gar/Hobby Shop.

SOLD!

816 2ND AVE. NE 
     OELWEIN
$149,000
   2.5-3 Bedrms, 
     1.25 Baths,

Heated Gar. Appliances Included.

REALTOR.COM     REALTOR.COM      REALTOR.COM

NEW 
PRICE!

 I  NEED  
LISTINGS!!  
THINKING 

OF SELLING?  
CALL ME!  

319-238-1700

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 800-779-5438 • www.schumacherelevator.com

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA


