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They weren’t on the Potomac (actually, they weren’t really on a river at all), but these “Founding Fathers” of Readlyn Telephone 
Company were at the Grump Days Parade last month! For more highlights of the celebration, see pages 10-12!

Fritz & Mike Miller earn August 
Yard of the Month Honors

Frances (Fritz) and Mike Miller, 316 
Elmer Ave., Readlyn, are August’s win-
ners of Weeds on Fire’s Yard of the Month. 
There were broad  smiles all around when 
the award was presented. 

Fritz says gardening has become sec-
ond nature, being raised by parents  that 
had a massive vegetable garden each year. 
While a vegetable garden isn’t something 
that they have on their property, they’ve 
put lots of time and thought into plant-
ing and nurturing their perennial beds. 
Through the process, they have gained 
some knowledge about what plants work 
where, but Fritz wanted to learn more, so 
she joined the Readlyn Gardeners. It’s a 
privilege to work alongside some ladies 
and gents that know plants and plant care 
and have worked for many years improv-
ing Readlyn’s beautiful flower beds.

An important part of their backyard 
flower beds is bird habitat. Mike’s grand-
parents, who built the home in 1950, 
planted a burning bush which is still alive 
and well, various hostas, and a rose bush 

which was Dr. Carl Venzke’s (Mike’s un-
cle) pastime when he wasn’t caring for 
farm animals and Readlyn resident pets. 
It’s been a joy to maintain and add on to 
what the previous two generations started. 
And the birds love it, too!

Fritz and Mike encourage anyone that 
is interested in learning plant care, and 
is able  to commit to some weeding and 
mulching each Monday morning at 9 
a.m., weather permitting, with some very 
knowledgeable, friendly folks, to consider 
joining the Readlyn Gardeners.

Fritz and Mike Miller, 316 Elmer, are August’s Yard of the Month winners. From the front 
yard to the back (below), they have created a lovely landscape and bird habitat.

Ruth and Dr. Carl Venzke planted these hostas many years ago.

The Orioles have arrived for the summer. 
The bird feeder will be  joined by many 
more for a winter bird habitat.

The red milk can becomes a practical 
plant stand.

The Blessed Mother, surrounded by 
clematis, belonged to Fritz’s parents.

See more photos on page 7
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Readlyn Area Housing
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

For More Information Contact
KarTay Apartment Management 319-334-7110

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider.

62 years of age or older, handicapped/disabled regardless of age
• Very Low or Low-Income Families • One or Two Bedrooms - Ground Level 

• Stove & Refrigerator Furnished • Laundry Facilities On Site
• All Electric Units with Thermostat in Each Room
• Ample Closet Space  • Rent Based on Income

Fettkether Fertilizer 
Co., LLC

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

Dunkerton, IA 
319-404-0064 David R. Wheeler

8234 E. Marquis Rd., Fairbank, IA 
(319) 230-1029

Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Ava Meyer

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Ed Traeger, 2026 Grump

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

www.kaisercorson.com
205 Highland Avenue, Readlyn, Iowa 50668 

(319) 279-3551

C & K 
GARDEN SOLUTIONS

2508 Viking Ave., Fairbank, IA 50629
Phone: 319-939-4112

Email: ckjeanes@gmail.com
Garden Tilling — Moldboard Plow — Cultivating
Lawn Mowing — Property Clean-Up — Backhoe

Landscaping — Disking — Food Plots — Seeding
Fertilizing — Snow Removal — Brush Cutting

101 Cherry St.     
Allison, IA 50602         
(319) 267–2035 
securitymutualins.com

Hello, Readlyn! 
I am so honored to be crowned Miss 

Readlyn in this amazing community. I 
strongly believe that you are who you sur-
round yourself with, and being surround-
ed by such amazing family, friends, and 
neighbors has truly made me who I am to-
day, allowing me this opportunity. I can’t 
wait to meet all of you!

But first, let me tell you a little about 
me! Last year, in the beginning of Sep-
tember, I took on the role as a student 
leader for FCA (Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes). If you are unfamiliar with this 
group, it has a student-run organization 
that brings students together through 
Christ. It allows public school students to 
talk and learn about Jesus on campus be-
fore and after school hours. My role was 
to meet with my team each week to come 
up with a lesson and then share it with my 
fellow peers on Monday mornings. I’m so 
excited for my senior year and what more 

my team and I can make of this growing 
group! Also, a huge thank you to every-
one who donated or has helped support us; 
your generosity does not go unnoticed. 

When I was little, I was a dance fa-
natic! As I got older, I found out that bal-
ancing junior high sports and dance was 
very difficult. So, in seventh grade, I had 
to make the tough decision of quitting all 
classes and leaving the dance world be-
hind. Last summer, I realized that dance 
was a big part of who I am and I did not 
want to pass up the opportunity to be able 
to do the thing before I can’t anymore. 
So, I decided to sign up for dance again at 
Studio by Alyssa, and safe to say I missed 
it! So, to top off my dance career for my 
senior year, I made the decision to try out 
for the competition team this year! I am so 
excited to be surrounded by such talented 
dancers each week!

I’m thrilled about this new chapter and 
eagerly anticipate what this year holds!

As the “New” Old Grump of Readlyn 
I would like to recognize that this year’s 
2026 Readlyn Grump Days celebration 
was a GREAT SUCCESS!  And, after at-
tending recent Readlyn Community Club 
meetings, I assure you that future Readlyn 
events are in excellent hands.

Your committee is comprised of many 
hard-working, fun-loving, community 
members with solid leadership in Presi-
dent Michelle Harrington!

Great Upcoming Events:
Your RCC plans include regularly 

scheduled BINGO Nights. Also, join us 
for the Historical Society Ice Cream So-
cial on August 9, 3-5 p.m.  And, especial-
ly this week, please don’t be afraid to bid 
on the pie I will be baking for the Bremer 
County Fair Auction. 

Quote of the Month 
by Charles Darwin:

 “It is not the strongest that survive, nor 
the most intelligent to survive. It is the one 
that is most adaptable to change.”   

I have had to adapt many times in life, 
yet this is the most unimaginable leap 
for me to transform into “The One Old 
Grump!!!”

 As discussed on 
Readlyn Talk:

My first big challenge as Grump was 
to be called into service during that brutal 
mid-July “Black-Out” electrical storm.  

I went out into the constant lightning, 
pouring rain, and gale force winds, to talk 
that squirrel down from the transformer 
and restore electricity to the City of Read-
lyn… 

Now, some people want to give credit 
to Barney, Austin, and the Alliant Energy 
team, and… I suppose they deserve some 
recognition, too.

Farmers Cooperative Company
Readlyn: 319-279-3396

Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F

SHOP
LOCAL!

Stop in 
today!

We carry food for: 
Rabbits, Cats, Dogs, Chickens, Sheep, Horses & More

Softener Salt: 
Delivery in town to those needing assistance

Cedar & Pine Chips
Bird Seed • Grass Seed • Lawn Fertilizer

Bagged Shell Corn
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Connie Rochford, Broker
215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA

563-578-8899
www.towncountryhome.com

Louie Hartman 319-239-0533
Gary Geuther 319-415-9874
Tyler Matthias 319-239-4787

Serving the needs of our communities is important to us!

3 Bed 3 BA Home with an additional lot 
located at 24902 Maple St., Oran - agent 
owned. Give us a call to make a move.

Readlyn Community Happenings

Special Women’s Gathering will focus 
on ‘Laughing at the Days to Come!’

St. Matthew's Lutheran Church Mar-
tha Circle, Readlyn is hosting a Wom-
en's Gathering on Sunday, August 16 
at 2 p.m. at St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church. 

Speaker Twila Beck, "The Gotta Tell 

Somebody Gal," will speak on "Laughing 
at the Days to Come!"  Jennifer Jaschen 
will be singing. 

We will have a luncheon and door 
prize.  The event is FREE and everyone 
is welcome!

Grump Raffle Winners Announced
These are the raffle winners of the six 

bikes donated by Jason and Sheila Bents 
of Bents Smokehouse:

Benji Burnell, Miranda Biermann, 
Judy Leistikow, Ryker Robinson, Mark 
Wiersma and Rod Wittenburg. 

209 Main Street, Readlyn
(319) 279-3839

Indoor Farmers Market 
Aug. 4 and 18  
5-7 p.m. in the  
Event Center

Fresh goods, local vendors, 
community fun. Vendors are 
welcome ($5/table). To sign-
up as a vendor or for more 
information call 319-279-

3839 or stop by Bents.

Grump Days Schafkopf Winners — Left to right, 1st place Ron Leistikow; second place 
Dave Harms; third place Nicole Barnes.
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HOURS
Mon - 10am - 7pm
Tue - 10am - 5 pm

Wed - 10am - 5pm
Thurs - 10am - 7pm
Fri - 10am - 5 pm
Sat - 9am - 12pm

Sun - Closed

SERVICES
Fax/Print/Scan

Conference Room
Test Proctoring

Interlibrary Loans
Internet/WiFi/3D 

Printing/
Graphic Design
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Wasn't it Yesterday? The Writer

By J.D. Francis

A writer is care-
ful not to allow 
you to get to know 
them too well. For, 
it’s likely you’d see 
that something was 
wrong, or figure out 
that something was 
missing. A writer 
is cautious not to 
let it show, so they 
choose to be heard 

with the “written” word, rather than allow 
you to look in their eyes. That is my story 
anyway.

A candle glows soft, when the daylight 
deserts and a darkened silhouette shows 
against the window shades, like the neg-
ative of a still photograph. Could it be 
something someone had said, something 
he had seen, or the anywhere he’d rath-
er be, so he begins to write. An invisible 
therapy of sorts, he begins to write away 
the issue that holds him hostage, in the 
quiet midnight hour. He proceeds with 
the feeling of a glass half full, knowing 
tomorrow the glass may be only as much 
as half empty. He has the control to offer 
you what he cares to give away, or con-
versely, calculate exactly what he needs to 
hold back or keep within himself.

Maybe it’s a song, a poem, a short sto-
ry,  or a journalistic overview of the news 
of the day. A writer will take you by the 
heart and lead you on to places that they, 
themselves, have never been or seen. With 
eyes “wide closed” they can see it all clear, 
the fantasies, the realities, the reflections, 
the disguise, the candy smile, or even the 
“blue” in the hazel green eyes, and so he 
begins to write.

Just as striking the match will light a 
fire, the writer begins and the ink will flow 
across the page. Words lay exposed on the 
page, like stones without feelings. Words 
without a tune, a melody, nor music, until 
he finishes with his feelings that brought 
him to his candlelit desk to begin with. 

With raw, stark, words he paints a por-
trait, a flowering masterpiece of colorful 
thoughts that resonate through the quiet, 
dark of night.

Not much more than a lonely risk tak-
er, with every right to be wrong, he’ll 
bend and twist the meaning of each word 
like guitar strings beneath fingers, soft and 
warm. The writer doesn’t think, he feels 
as he creates meaning from nothing, by 
breaking your heart or making your every 
dream come true.

Who, but a writer,  can wander this 
world and never be lost and yet pray 
they’ll never be found? Who else can 
spell it out plain, that life is only a flash or 
a flicker, and yet on the next page, begin 
a story about tomorrow, as if tomorrow 
is a promise for all to behold. Who else 
can seek out the hidden truth in “make 
believe,” and with make believe, make 
you believe it’s real. Who, but the writer, 
can find the reality in every passing day-
dream... but only after he begins to write.

Off on a journey to places less trav-
elled, a writer most likely has never seen 
where he’s already been. Each footprint, 
only one step ahead of his fears of fail-
ure. The words he writes are his to hide 
behind, like a “stone wall” to shelter from 
the doubts, or the pain he feels inside.

Soon the dawn will break and a dark-
ened silhouette will fade against a can-
dlelit window shade. Once again, he’ll 
find his way home after an evening of 
“fountain pen” travels. He feels sadness in 
his own way, for a writer, with all of his 
words, with all of his travels, can’t bring 
himself to write that word, that one sensi-
tive word. He is painfully aware that there 
is nothing emptier, nothing lonelier, than 
that one word that frightens him so. That 
single word of goodbye. So, he continues 
on with an ending to a story that will just 
have to wait another day.  The writer, his 
words, and me.

jdfranpaint@msn.com

Senior Citizens recommend Health and 
Wellness 365 starting today at Bents

On June 17, 2026 at 11:30 a.m., the 
Readlyn Senior Citizens met at Bents 
Smokehouse in Readlyn for their meeting. 
Thirteen members were in attendance.

Mary Lou Billhom, Acting President in 
Ron Leistikow's absence, led us in prayer 
and opened the meeting.

Birthday for the month was Roger De-
terding. We sang “Happy Birthday” to 
him. Roger and Marlys Deterding cele-
brated their  21st anniversary and Don and 
Mary Lou Billhorn celebrated their 62md 
anniversary.

Secretary's  Report was read by Janet 
Ladage, in Lois Thacher's  absence. Char-
lie Albrecht read the Treasurer's Report. 
He stated the balance today after income 
was $156.00. A motion was made by Don 
Billhorn and seconded by Larry Ladage to 
approve both the Secretary and Treasurer 
Reports. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:
Mary Lou mentioned a few of the high-

lights of Grump Days coming up. Pepper 
is Friday at 7:00 p.m. and balloon man will 
be there from 4-8. Check the poster for a 
complete schedule. Janet passed around a 
thank you from Lois Thacher.

NEW BUSINESS:
Mary Lou showed the Passport Pam-

phlet that is available at the library and 
explained it. This is available until Octo-
ber 1.

Janet explained the Health and Well-
ness 365 Class that will begin on Wednes-
day, July 29 at 11:00 a.m. at Bents. You 
will learn about a variety of topics related 
to nutrition, physical activity and aging. 
There is a recipe sampling every month. 
Everyone is invited to attend.

A motion was made by Shirley and sec-
onded by Marlys to adjourn. Meeting ad-
journed. We did not play bingo this month.

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, 
July 15 at 11:30 a.m. 

Janet Ladage, Acting Secretary

Grump Days Pepper Tournament 
winners are announced

The winners and their scores from our 
Grump Days Pepper Tournament were:

1st: Roger and Connie Buhr - 122
2nd: Millie Crawford and Judy Henn - 

120

3rd: Grace Kuethe and Barb Meyer - 
105

4th: Suzy Heineman and Shirley Kuker 
- 85

Thanks to those who played!

Bremer County Fair continues this week
Theme: "Make Memories Stick in 2026!"
Go to www.bremercountyfair.com for on-the-spot updates and total schedule of 

events!
Wednesday, July 29

8:00 AM - 4-H Battle of the Clubs Daily Scavenger Hunt Starts
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM- 4-H/FFA Swine Show- Large Livestock Building
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM- 4-H Exhibit Hours- Leistikow Family Event Center
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM - 4-H Snak Shak Food Stand Hours - Leistikow Family Event Center
9:00 AM - 7:00 PM - Coloring Contest, New Design Each Day! - Leistikow Family Event Center
10:00 AM -11:00 AM- Kids Just Dance Competition - Leistikow Family Event Center
10:00 AM - 7:00 PM- Kid's McFun Zone Activity Play Area - West Promenade
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM- Human Pallet Maze Attraction - On the Grounds
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM- Fine Arts Exhibit Hours -Leistikow Family Event Center Conference Room
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM - Pretty Bird Paradise Attraction -West Promenade
10:00 AM - 10:00 PM- Dairy Promoters Hours- Food Vendor Row
10:00 AM - 10:00 PM- Lantz Exotics Petting Zoo & Pony Rides - On the Grounds
11:00 AM - Close  - Bremer  County Cattlemen Stand Hours - Food Vendor Row
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM- Select Food Vendors Open- Food Vendor Row
12:00 PM - Foam Zone- West Promenade
12:00 PM - Bingo Hour- Leistikow Family Event Center
12:00 PM - 7:00 PM- Commercial Exhibits Hours- On the Grounds
1:00 PM - Doc Magic Variety Show - West Promenade
1:00 PM - Swine Release- immediately following Swine Show
1:30 PM - 4-H Grilled Cheese Challenge- Leistikow Family Event Center
2:00 PM - Kids Celebration -West Promenade
2 00 PM - 3:00 PM - 4-H Clover Bucket Bottle Calf Show- Livestock Show Arena
2:30 PM - Mini Donut Eating Competition - Binzeebo #3 - Sponsored by the Donut Hut
3:00 PM - 4-H/FFA Dairy Show- Livestock Show Arena
3:00 PM - Royal Legacy Circus-  East Side of Carnival
3:00 PM - 10:00 PM -Carnival by Get R Fried Midway
3:30 PM - Foam Zone-  West Promenade
4:00 PM - Doc Magic Variety Show-  West Promenade
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM - Cow/Calf Check in - Large Livestock Building
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM - Darrel the Balloon Man - On the Grounds
4:30 PM- Food Vendor Row Opens
5:00 PM - Kids Celebration • West Promenade
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM- LIVE Music by Ally Bagenstos- Binzeebo #4
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM- Free Pork Burger Giveaway - Sponsored by Bremer Co. Pork Producers
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM- Bremer Co. Fair Express Kiddie Train Rides - On the Grounds
5:00 PM - Close- Entertainment Pavilion Hours
6 00 PM - Royal Legacy Circus - East Side of Carnival
6:30 PM - Foam Zone- West Promenade
7:00 PM -  Doc Magic Variety Show- West Promenade
7:00 PM - Redneck Rally (Featuring Chain Races,Couple Cruiser Class & More!) • Track
9:00 PM - 12:00 AM - Live Music by GTP Band - Entertainment Pavilion

Thursday, July 30
8:00 AM - 4-H Battle of the Clubs Daily Scavenger Hunt Starts
8:00 AM - 10:00 AM- FREE Breakfast by the TACO Shack-  Vendor Row
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM-  4-H/FFA Beef Show - Livestock Show Arena
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM-  4-H Exhibit Hours- Leistikow Family Event Center
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM- 4-H Snak Shak Food Stand Hours - Leistikow Family Event Center
9:00 AM - 7:00 PM- Coloring Contest,New Design Each Day! - Leistikow Family Event Center
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM- Lego Challenge- Leistikow Family Event Center
10:00 AM -7:00 PM- Kid's McFun Zone Activity Play Area- West Promenade
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM- Human Pallet Maze Attraction- On the Grounds
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM- Fine Arts Exhibit Hours - Leistikow Family Event Center Conference Room
10:00 AM - 8:00PM - Pretty Bird Paradise Attraction- West Promenade
10:00 AM - 10:00 PM- Dairy Promoters Hours- Food Vendor Row
10:00 AM - 10:00 PM - Lantz Exotics Petting Zoo & Pony Rides • On the Grounds
11:00 AM - Close- Bremer County Cattlemen Stand Hours- Food Vendor Row
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM - Select Food Vendors Open - Food Vendor Row
12:00 PM - Foam Zone- West Promenade
12:00 PM - Bingo Hour- Leistikow Family Event Center
12:00 PM - 7:00 PM -Commercial Exhibits Hours- On the Grounds
1:00 PM - Doc Magic Variety Show - West Promenade
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM- 4-H/FFA Rabbit Show- Rabbit Tent
2:00 PM - Kids Celebration - West Promenade
2:30 PM - Frozen T-Shirt Challenge- Binzeebo #3
3:00 PM - Royal Legacy Circus - East Side of Carnival
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM- Sheep/Goat Check In/Weigh In-Ray Lageschulte Swine Barn
3:00 PM - 7:00 PM -Iowa  Corn Education Trailer- On the Grounds
3:00 PM - 10:00 PM -Carnival by Get R Fried Midway
3:30 PM - Foam Zone- West Promenade
4:00 PM - Doc Magic Variety Show - West Promenade
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM - Bovine Obstacle Course- Livestock Show Arena
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM - Darrel the Balloon Man- On the Grounds
4:30 PM - Food Vendor Row Opens
4:30 PM - Sweet Corn Feed - On the Grounds -Sponsored  by Bremer County Farm Bureau
4:30 PM - Watermelon Feed - On the Grounds -Sponsored  by Bremer County Farm Bureau
4:30 PM - Bremer County Cattlemen Meal Deal- Food Vendor Row
5:00 PM - Kids Celebration -West Promenade
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM- Bremer Co. Fair Express Kiddie Train Rides - On the Grounds
5:00 PM - Close-  Entertainment Pavilion Hours
6:00 PM - Royal Legacy Circus - East Side of Carnival
6:30 PM - Foam Zone- West Promenade
6:30 PM - ECI Tractor & Truck Pull- Track
7:00 PM - Doc Magic Variety Show-  West Promenade
9:00 PM - 12:00 AM - Live Music by Caryn Stewart/Music by Crayon - Entertainment Pavilion

Friday, July 31
8:00 AM - 4-H Battle of the Clubs Daily Scavenger Hunt Starts
8:00 AM - 10:00 AM- Free Breakfast by Farm Credit Services - Cattlemen's Tent
8:00 AM- 11:00 AM - 4-H/FFA Goat Show - Livestock Show Arena
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM- 4-H Exhibit Hours- Leistikow Family Event Center
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM-  4-H Snak Shak Food Stand Hours -Leistikow Family Event Center
9:00 AM - 7:00 PM- Coloring Contest, New Design Each Day! - Leistikow Family Event Center
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM - Spoons Game Challenge - Leistikow Family Event Center
10:00 AM - 7:00 PM- Kid's McFun Zone Activity Play Area -West Promenade
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM- Human Pallet Maze Attraction - On the Grounds
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM- Fine Arts Exhibit Hours -Leistikow Family Event Center Conference Room
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM- Pretty Bird Paradise Attraction - West Promenade
10:00 AM - 10:00 PM- Dairy Promoters Hours- Food Vendor Row
10:00 AM- 10:00 PM - Lantz Exotics Petting Zoo & Pony Rides - On the Grounds
11:00 AM - Kids Celebration - West Promenade
11:00 AM - 12 00 AM - 4-H Clover Bottle/Bucket Goat/Sheep Show - Livestock Show Arena

Continued on Page 6
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Frank & Norma Zahn work to 
restore mobility, independent living

Independence is an import aspect 
of living with dignity. The essence of 
this thought was on Frank Zahn’s mind 
for years, but only recently did he get a 
chance to deliver on it.

Frank’s brainchild, a program to help 
individuals with limited mobility gain 
independence, is called RIM, or Restore 
Independent Mobility.

One day, while helping in New Orle-
ans, LA, where Frank and his wife, Nor-
ma, stayed for five years to do their vol-
unteer service, they saw a truckload of 
wheelchairs and other mobility equipment 
being taken to the dump because they had 
been ruined in the flood.

That’s where it dawned on Zahn that 
there could be a better way to handle this.

“I wished I could fix them,” he said.
But it wasn’t until 2014, when the cou-

ple settled in Waverly, Norma’s home-
town, that Zahn had a chance to work on 
repairing some equipment for friends, 
and the opportunity to turn the idea into a 

workable reality presented itself. With the 
help of the Waverly Lions Club, RIM was 
born.

“Our mission is to put affordable pow-
er of mobility under the people that need 
it for their own independence and well-be-
ing,” Frank said.

If someone is interesting in donating, 
RIM specializes in powered units only 
and does not accept walkers, canes or un-
powered wheelchairs.

If someone needs a mobility power 
unit, the Zahns may be contacted at 319-
348-5363 or by email: info@rimobility.
org.

“All you owe is the cost of the repair to 
the unit (usually the price of the battery) 
and the promise to donate the unit back to 
us when you no longer have the need for 
it,” Zahn explained.

Conveniently located in Denver, the 
Zahns are also available for repairs on 
your own power unit for a free-will do-
nation.

Powered wheelchairs are available at RIM in Denver. The business also repairs and 
accepts donated wheelchairs.

Community Lutheran School 
Welcomes New and Returning Staff

Community Lutheran School in Read-
lyn is pleased to welcome several new and 
returning members to its dedicated team 
for the upcoming school year.

Amanda Eike joins the Readlyn Cam-
pus as resource staff and cook. Amanda is 
beginning her third year at CLS and feels 
blessed to work where four of her six chil-
dren attend. Her family enjoys camping, 
visiting zoos and exploring nature togeth-
er. Amanda’s creativity and energy make 
her a wonderful addition to the CLS com-
munity.

Emily LaRue joins CLS as a kinder-
garten paraeducator. Emily holds two as-
sociate degrees from Hawkeye Communi-
ty College and previously served as a par-
aeducator in Denver Community Schools. 
She lives in Readlyn with her family and 
enjoys thrifting, racing and spending time 
outdoors. Emily is excited to help CLS 
students learn and grow in faith.

Wendy Matthias returns to CLS as 
a three‑year‑old preschool and daycare 
teacher. Wendy previously served sev-
en years in the preschool classroom and 
brings a wealth of experience and joy to 
her teaching. She lives in the country with 
her husband, two sons, and a lively col-
lection of pets. Wendy looks forward to 
sharing the love of Jesus with her students 
and working alongside the CLS staff once 
again.

Community Lutheran School is also 
seeking a four‑year‑old preschool class-
room teacher and a 5th–6th grade home-
room teacher with a strong science back-
ground to join its growing team and sup-
port students in a Christ‑centered learning 
environment.

Community Lutheran School is bless-
ed by the gifts and dedication of these 
staff members and looks forward to anoth-
er year of faith‑filled learning and growth.

2026 Bremer County Fair Schedule
Continued from Page 5

11:00 AM - Close - Bremer County Cattlemen Stand Hours - Food Vendor Row
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM - Select Food Vendors Open - Food Vendor Row
12:00 PM - Foam Zone - West Promenade
12:00 PM - Bingo Hour - Leistikow Family Event Center
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM - 4-H/FFA Sheep Show- Livestock Show Arena
12:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Commercial Exhibits Hours - On the Grounds
1:00 PM - Doc Magic Variety Show - West Promenade
1:30 PM - Open Mic Joke Show - Entertainment Pavilion
2:00 PM - Kids Celebration - West Promenade
2:30 PM - 3:30 PM - Barnyard Battles - Horse Arena
3:00 PM - Royal Legacy Circus - East Side of Carnival
3:00 PM - 10:00 PM - Carnival by Get R Fried Midway
3:30 PM - Foam Zone - West Promenade
4:00 PM - Doc Magic Variety Show - West Promenade
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM -  Can You Handle the Heat Competition Sign-Up - Entertainment Pavilion- 	

	       Limited to 6 contestants
4:30 PM - Food Vendor Row Opens
5:00 PM - Celebrity Showmanship Livestock Show - Livestock Show Arena
5:00 PM - Kids Celebration - West Promenade
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM - Can You Handle the Heat Eating Competition - Entertainment Pavilion
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM - Bremer Co. Fair Express Kiddie Train Rides - On the Grounds
5:00 PM - Close - Entertainment Pavilion Hours
6:00 PM - Royal Legacy Circus - East Side of Carnival
6:30 PM - Foam Zone - West Promenade
7:00 PM - Combine Demolition Derby - Track
7:00 PM - Doc Magic Variety Show - West Promenade
8:00 PM - Royal Legacy Circus - East Side of Carnival
9:00 PM - 12:00 AM - Live Music by Wildcard - Entertainment Pavilion

Saturday, August 1
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM- 4-H Exhibit Hours - Leistikow Family Event Center
9:00 AM - Registration begins for Cute Baby Contest - Entertainment Pavilion
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM - The Fairs Omelet Challenge - Leistikow Family Event Center
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM - 4-H Snak Shak Food Stand Hours - Leistikow Family Event Center
9:00 AM - 7:00 PM - Coloring Contest, New Design Each Day! - Leistikow Family Event Center
10:00 AM - Cute Baby Contest - Entertainment Pavilion
10:00 AM - Sheep/Goat Obstacle Course - Horse Arena
10:00 AM - 4-H Communication Presentations - Leistikow Family Event Center
10:00 AM - 7:00 PM - Kid's McFun Zone Activity Play Area - West Promenade
10:00 AM - 7:00 PM- Commercial Exhibits Hours - On the Grounds
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM- Fine Arts Exhibit Hours - Leistikow Family Event Center Conference Room
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM- Human Pallet Maze Attraction - On the Grounds
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM - Pretty Bird Paradise Attraction - West Promenade
10:00 AM - 10:00 PM - Dairy Promoters Hours - Food Vendor Row
10:00 AM - 10:00 PM - Lantz Exotics Petting Zoo & Pony Rides - On the Grounds
10:30 AM - 3:00 PM - Open Dairy Show - Livestock Show Arena
11:00 AM - Food Vendor Row Opens
11:00 AM - Kids Celebration- West Promenade
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM - Bremer Co. Fair Express Kiddie Train Rides - On the Grounds
11:00 AM - Close - Bremer County Cattlemen Stand Hours - Food Vendor Row
12:00 PM - Foam Zone - West Promenade
12:00 PM - Bingo Hour - Leistikow Family Event Center
12:00 PM - 10 00 PM - Carnival by Get R Fried Midway
12:00 PM - Close - Entertainment Pavilion Hours
1:00 PM - Doc Magic Variety Show - West Promenade
1:30 PM - Husband Calling/Mom Calling Contest - Entertainment Pavilion
2:00 PM - Kids Celebration - West Promenade
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM - Amazing Race - West Promenade
2:30 PM - W-SR Robotic Team Lego Station - Lego Car Races - Leistikow Family Event Center
3:00 PM - Royal Legacy Circus - East Side of Carnival
3:30 PM - Best Beard/Mullet at the Fair Contest - Entertainment Pavilion
3:30 PM - Foam Zone -  West Promenade
4:00 PM - 4-H/FFA Ribbon Auction - Livestock Show Arena
4:00 PM - Doc Magic Variety Show - West Promenade
5:00 PM - Kids Celebration - West Promenade
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM - Bremer Co. Fair Express Kiddie Train Rides - On the Grounds
6:00 PM - Royal Legacy Circus - East Side of Carnival
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM - Carnival Wristband Special
6:30 PM - Tough  Truck Madness - Track
6:30 PM - Foam Zone - West Promenade
7:00 PM - Doc Magic Variety Show - West Promenade
8:00 PM- Royal Legacy Circus - East Side of Carnival
8:30 PM - 11:30 PM - Live Music by Arch Allies - Entertainment Pavilion

For a complete Schedule, log on to:
www.bremercountyfair.com
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The Choice for Senior Living in the Cedar Valley
      319.984.5867 willowwindsdenver.com

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

Obituary

Don Billhorn

Don Anderson Billhorn
Don Anderson Billhorn passed away at 

the age of 90 on Monday, July 13, 2026. 
Don was born on March 29, 1936, in his 

grandmother’s house in Manchester, Iowa, 
the son of Wilma 
and Alfred Billhorn. 
He graduated from 
Manchester High 
School in 1954 and 
enlisted in the Army 
in 1956. After ba-
sic training, he was 
stationed in Germa-
ny for 19 months, 
where he was a sur-
veyor. He loved to 

talk about his travels and experiences while 
he was overseas, including driving one of 
the captains on a few occasions. 

Don married Mary Lou Arneson on June 
27, 1964, in Caledonia, Minnesota. They 
spent the early years of their marriage in 
Manchester before settling in Readlyn and 
raising their two girls, Carolyn and Jenni-
fer. Don was a livestock buyer for Dubuque 
Packing Company. He retired as a mainte-
nance supervisor for Bremwood Lutheran 
Services Children's Home. In his retire-
ment, he enjoyed driving the school bus for 
Wapsie Valley school district. 

Don was an active member of Zion Lu-
theran Church, where he taught Sunday 
School and served on the church council 
as a member and as president. He believed 
in serving others, and contributed to the 
community through several board member-
ships, including Readlyn City Council, the 
Boy Scout Council, ELCA NE Iowa Synod 
Council, Community Club, Readlyn Library 
Board, Maple Hills Country Club board, 
Bremer County Extension Council and 
Condemnation Board, along with a proud 
honor of being Readlyn’s 2007 Grump! 

Don loved fishing in northern Minnesota 
each year with family and neighbors, and 
escaping on a twice-a-year guy’s trip to fish 

in Canada. Don loved history and enjoyed 
family trips to Civil War sites, and in retire-
ment, he and Mary Lou traveled to places 
like Alaska, Nova Scotia, and Europe. They 
also spent time in southern Minnesota in 
their camper on Mary Lou’s family farm, 
giving the grandchildren a taste of early 
driving practice on their golf cart. He al-
ways enjoyed supporting all of the grand-
children in their many activities! We will 
miss his quick wit and sense of fun, from 
being the struggling student Ricky when his 
girls played school to his entertaining im-
pressions. Don was proud to be a grandfa-
ther to six grandchildren and a great-grand-
father to three great-grandchildren.

Don is deeply missed by his wife, Mary 
Lou, who he just celebrated 62 years of 
marriage with; daughters, Carolyn (Al-
len) Lewis of Eldridge and Jennifer (Sean) 
Kastli of West Des Moines; grandchildren, 
Nicholas, Carston, Collin, Madolyn, Addys-
on, and Griffin; great-grandchildren, Lilith, 
Frederick, and Valerie. He’s survived by his 
brother, Jon (Barb) Billhorn, DeWitt, and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Don was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Alfred and Wilma Billhorn; parents-
in-law, Eloys and Orlin Arneson; and sister 
and brother-in-law, Lyle and Mary Ellen 
Lapham.

Visitation was held on Friday, July 17, 
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Readlyn and for one hour prior 
to the service on Saturday at the church. A 
memorial service was held at 11:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, July 18, at Zion Lutheran Church 
with Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary officiating. A 
lunch followed the service. Burial of cre-
mains will be held at a later date in Portland 
Prairie Cemetery, rural Caledonia, Minne-
sota.

Memorials may be made to Zion Luther-
an Church, the Bremer County First Re-
sponders, and the Readlyn Library.

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in Readlyn 
assisted the family.

The 20-year-old spruce trees, a gift from neighbors 
Ron and Ella Matthias, were brought from Ohio.

Potted plants add color to any 
corner.

The flower basket is one of hundreds of baskets woven by Fritz.

Bleeding heart. The firelight hydrangeas will turn purple.

Cornflowers tolerate full sun and some heat.

August Yard of the Month Continued from Page 1
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Services:
Custom Welding

Power Equipment
Hydraulic Hoses

412 7th Street, Janesville
(319) 987-2801• Cell: (319) 230-7770

email: shop@stokeswelding.comwww.stokeswelding.com

GINGERICH
Roofi ng Solutions

Metal • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings
Siding • Pole Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
319.505.3938

1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd.
Hazleton, IA 50641

Deadline for the August 26 Chronicle is Thursday, August 13 at 5 p.m.  
Send news to readlynchronicle@gmail.com

Create something that 
your future self will 
thank you for. 
Like prioritizing your 
financial goals. Putting 
together a financial plan 
and investment strategy 
today can help you achieve 
your dreams tomorrow. 
Let’s get started.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & 
Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des 
Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (8-21)

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

319-415-5989
davidmatthias.fbfsagents.com
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Tripoli Nursing & Rehab is a non-profit  
28 licensed bed long-term care setting certified 
by Medicare and Medicaid.  We are committed 

to providing excellent care and support to 
residents, families, the community and our 

employees.  We provide skilled nursing, 
rehabilitative therapy services, continuous 

nursing care, social services and activity 
programs designed to meet various types  

of individual needs.  
Independently Owned & Operated

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd Street SW, Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-4269
trnuhome@butler-bremer.com

PO Box B, 103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301

or 1-800-428-5808

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.
VANDAELE INSURANCE, INC.

greatrates@vandaeleins.com

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467 • Fairbank, IA 50629
319-635-2526 • Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.

Jennifer Jaschen
Attorney At Law

4817 University Avenue, Suite D
Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

jaschenlaw@outlook.com 
Phone: 319-553-3400

Legal Focus: Real Estate, Estate  
Planning, Wills, Trusts, Estates, 

& Business Administration.

Frederika Schafkopf 
Tournament winners named

On July 5, 22 people got together in 
Frederika for their Fourth of July cele-
bration schafkopf tournament. Winners 
were:

1st place: Roger Deterding
2nd: Brady Bruns
3rd: Sharon Sprague
4th: Sam Richmond

On June 15, Read-
lyn Gardeners 
hosted a tour of 
the City’s gardens 
for Bremer County 
Master Gardeners. 
They were thor-
oughly impressed 
by the gardens as 
well as the dedica-
tion of the Readlyn 
Gardeners.

Bremer County Master Gardeners listened intently as Readlyn Gardener Deb Sauer-
brei gave background information regarding one of Readlyn’s 14 gardens.

Garden 
Tour
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READLYN GRUMP DAYS 2026 JUNE 19-21

Parade Winners

Food
Stands

Petting
Zoo

Raffles

Mary Lou Billhorn (left) received the Vol-
unteer of the Year award from RCC presi-
dent Michelle Harrington.

First place: Readlyn Community Club

Third place: 4-H Group
Best Golf Cart: 

Michelle and Ed Harrington

Second place:  
Readlyn Gardeners
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, AMERICA!

Petting
Zoo

Thank You!
Readlyn Community Club has countless people 

to thank for making “Happy Birthday, 
America!” Grump Days a success. 

We couldn’t have done it without you.
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THESE CONTRIBUTORS:

Bents Smokehouse
David C. Matthias Agency
DeVoe, Kyle Farms
DeVries Excavating
Even Events and Rentals
Fairbank Plumbing
Farmers Co-Op Readlyn
Farmers Win Cooperative
First Bank
Heine, Dustin
Huebner Repair
Jaschen, Jennifer and Jon
Kaiser Corson Funeral Home
Kwik Star
L & L Ag Repair
Larry’s Skelly
Leistikow, Ron & Judy

Mane Event
Matthias Fabrication
Poet Bioprocessing
Prime Ag Services
Readlyn Savings Bank
Readlyn Vet Clinic
RTC Communications
Rudy’s Carts
Schuldt Repair
Security Mutual Insurance
Sheila Rosengarten/Balance
Tru-Serve Insurance
VanDaele Insurance
Weber Farm Inputs
Wittenburg Truck Line
Wittenburg, Rod & Bonnie

2026 Royalty

Kids’ Parade

Pedal Pull

Kids in the Park

Photos courtesy of  
Mary Ungs

See more on Page 12

Readlyn’s Old Grump 2026 is Ed Traeger (photo at left). Miss Readlyn 2026 is Ava Meyer (above 
center). She is shown with Miss Readlyn 2025 Kylie Strottman (left) and Miss Readlyn runner-up 
Isabella Buck. The Li’l Grumpsters (above right) are Bronson Bockholt and Embry Schultz.
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Weber Farm Inputs 
Ryan Weber — 319-231-8882
 Kyle Devoe — 319-240-9137

Being prepared with the right
insurance for your
farm and crop matters.

Call us to talk to one of our experienced
AgriBusiness Advisors today at 319.483.4854 or
visit our website at acceladvantage.com.

READLYN GRUMP DAYS 2026 JUNE 19-21

Past Grumps

Balloon Artist

We Love Grump Days!
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Caring For Our Family, One Loving Heart at a Time.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC

Deadline for the August 26 Chronicle is Thursday, August 13 at 5 p.m.  
Send news to readlynchronicle@gmail.com
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Summer is winding down and soon the kids
are heading back to school!

This information does not constitute legal advice. Prime Capital Financial and its associates do not provide legal advice. Individuals should consult with an attorney regarding the applicability of this information for their situations.

Advisory products and services offered by Investment Adviser Representatives through Prime Capital Investment Advisors, LLC (“PCIA”), a federally registered investment adviser. Tax planning and preparation services are offered 
through Prime Capital Tax Advisory. PCIA: 6201 College Blvd., Suite 150, Overland Park, KS 66211. PCIA doing business as Prime Capital Financial | Wealth | Retirement | Wellness | Family Office | Tax Advisory.

“Financial Fitness”
WITH ASHLEA (KLEITSCH) JONES

 
Ashlea (Kleitsch) Jones

Financial Advisor
Prime Capital Financial
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
primefinancialcedarrapids.com
(319) 269-7143

Scan Here to Learn 
More About Me!

For most of us adults, that doesn’t change our daily work routines much, but it’s a 
beautiful reminder to pause and reflect on our own education, especially when it 
comes to financial literacy.

The truth is, many Americans didn’t receive a strong financial education growing 
up, and current numbers show we still have room to grow. Recent surveys reveal 
that American adults score a poor average of 47% on financial literacy questions… 
the lowest in a decade. By gender, men tend to score around 50%, women around 
only 44%.1 Generationally, Baby Boomers average nearly 60%, while Gen Z sits at 
38%.2 The gap grows even in the age of endless information.

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed. We’re bombarded by influencers whose success 
depends on clicks and views, not content accuracy. AI can deliver data quickly, 
but it can’t replace personalized guidance built over time. And while some people 
thrive doing it all themselves, most of us don’t have the time or bandwidth and 
would better benefit from personal support, structure, and realistic expectations.

If you add in today’s pressures of constant spending temptations, keeping up with 
trends, and the sheer volume of consumption and it’s no wonder so many feel stretched:

57% of Americans are living paycheck to paycheck.3

1 in 3 working adults couldn’t cover a $400 emergency expense.3 Yikes.

The good news: This is in your control to fix. The bad news: This is in your control to fix.

I like to think of money like a hammer. In the right hands, it builds. In the wrong hands, it can do damage. The tool itself isn’t the problem. 
It’s who has it and how we choose to use it. Everyone reaches that “I need to get serious” lesson in their own time. That car or truck felt 
soo good driving off the lot but the payments didn’t stop when the wheel wells started to rust. That home or car repair caught you when 
you were finally starting to get ahead and now you have to start all over. Sometimes the moment is born of something more tragic like 
an unexpected loss of income or a health concern or a divorce. People begin to feel like saving for their future is futile because they are 
too busy drowning in today. Wherever you are right now, according to the above stats: you’re not alone, and it’s never too late to begin 
building something better. My greatest joy is helping people move from feeling overwhelmed to feeling confident and secure. You deserve 
to breathe easier today and look forward to tomorrow. “Back to school” can be for anyone and on any topic and at any age!

Education is empowerment. I’m cheering for you!

1 https://www.intuit.com/blog/innovative-thinking/financial-tips/financial-literacy-statistics/
2 https://www.tiaa.org/public/institute/publication/2021/financial-literacy-and-well-being-five-generation-america
3 https://www.tiaa.org/public/institute/publication/2025/financial-literacy-and-retirement-fluency-in-america
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Neighbors Helping Neighbors: Supporting the Future of Readlyn Fire & EMS
Summer in a small town means long 

days, busy schedules, and neighbors help-
ing neighbors.

We hope everyone is having a safe and 
enjoyable summer! It's certainly been a 
warm and busy one for our volunteers at 
Readlyn Fire and Readlyn EMS.

Summer is one of the busiest seasons for 
many of our members. Beyond responding 
to emergencies, you'll find them coaching 
youth sports, volunteering at communi-
ty events, cheering on their children and 
grandchildren from the baseball and soft-
ball fields, supporting local 4-H and FFA 
activities, and giving back in countless 
other ways. Like so many families in our 
community, they spend their summers bal-
ancing work, family, and a full calendar, 
all while remaining ready to answer the 
call whenever someone needs help.

Over the past several months, our 
members have also been hard at work 
serving the community through controlled 
house burns, CRP burns, emergency med-
ical calls, fire responses, trainings, and 

countless volunteer hours. Whether it's 
responding to an emergency, helping a 
neighbor, or preparing for the next call, 
our firefighters and EMS providers are 
proud to serve this community every day.

As the Readlyn Emergency Services 
Building Committee continues working 
toward a new facility, we are incredibly 
grateful for the support we've received 
from our residents, local businesses, and 
surrounding communities. Every dona-
tion, every fundraiser, and every encour-
aging conversation helps move this proj-
ect forward.

This summer, we'd love to invite you 
to join us at two upcoming events that 
support the future home of Readlyn Fire 
and Readlyn EMS.

Community Dinner
Thursday, August 13

5:00 to 7:30 p.m.
Readlyn Fire Station

Bring your family and join us for an 
evening of great food and great compa-
ny! We'll be serving burgers, hot dogs, no 

mess chili dogs, along with a variety of 
delicious sides and desserts. The meal is a 
free-will donation, with all proceeds ben-
efiting the Readlyn Emergency Services 
Building campaign.

While you're at the Community Dinner, 
we encourage you to take a few minutes to 
tour our current fire station. Whether you 
ask a firefighter, an EMS provider, one 
of their spouses, or even one of our fire 
kids, someone will be happy to show you 
around, answer your questions, and share 
why a new emergency services building is 
so important.

Our current station has proudly served 
the Readlyn community for more than 100 
years, but it no longer meets the needs of 
today's emergency services. From limited 
space for modern apparatus and equip-
ment to outdated facilities, there are many 
challenges our volunteers face each time 
they answer a call.

This evening is about more than raising 
money. It's about celebrating the incredi-
ble community we call home, sharing the 
vision for the future of Readlyn Fire and 
EMS, and giving everyone the opportuni-
ty to see firsthand why this project mat-
ters.

A new emergency services building 
isn't just about bricks and mortar. It's 
about ensuring our volunteers have the 
space, equipment, and resources they need 
to continue serving our community for the 
next 100 years.
Bremer County Fair 50/50 Cash Raffle

Friday, July 31
Bremer County Fair Combine Derby

If you're planning to attend the Com-

bine Derby, be sure to support the Readlyn 
Emergency Services Building campaign 
by purchasing a 50/50 Cash Raffle ticket.

Throughout the evening, members of 
Readlyn Fire and Readlyn EMS will be 
on site providing emergency standby cov-
erage for the event. You'll also see volun-
teers, spouses, and family members selling 
raffle tickets throughout the fairgrounds.

Tickets will only be available for pur-
chase at the Bremer County Fair during 
the Combine Derby and are cash only.

Ticket prices:
* 1 ticket for $5
* 5 tickets for $20
The winning ticket will be drawn 

during the final intermission, with the 
winner taking home half of the jackpot. 
You must be present to win.

Whether you're cheering on the derby, 
visiting with friends, or supporting the 
raffle, we hope you'll stop by, purchase 
a ticket, and say hello. Every ticket sold 
helps move the Readlyn Emergency Ser-
vices Building project one step closer to 
becoming a reality.

Thank You
Our volunteers are proud to serve this 

community, and this project is truly a com-
munity effort. Every meal enjoyed, raffle 
ticket purchased, donation made, and con-
versation shared brings us one step closer 
to building a facility that will serve Read-
lyn for generations to come.

Thank you for believing in this vision 
and for continuing to support the volun-
teers of Readlyn Fire and Readlyn EMS. 
We look forward to seeing you at both 
events this summer!

The deadline for the August 26 
Readlyn Chronicle is Thursday, 

August 13, at 5 p.m. 
Send news to:  

readlynchronicle@gmail.com

Donate to Wapsie Valley Complex Project
The Wapsie Valley Athletic Complex Campaign 

continues to make tremendous progress thanks to 
the generosity of our communities, local business-
es, alumni, families, and supporters. Every dona-
tion helps move this exciting project one step clos-
er to the finish line while creating opportunities for 
Wapsie Valley students for generations to come.

Many community members have asked why 
additional fundraising is needed. The answer is 
simple. The school district is funding the core con-
struction of the new athletic complex, including the 
synthetic turf football field, eight-lane all-weather 
track, grandstands, press box, sidewalks, and oth-
er essential infrastructure. The Athletic Complex 
Committee was formed to raise funds for optional 

enhancements that are not included in the district 
funded project. These additions are not required to 
successfully host football games or track meets, but 
they represent exciting opportunities to make this 
one of the premier athletic complexes for schools 
our size in Iowa.

Projects still seeking community support include 
the video scoreboard, athletic storage building, 
shaded gathering areas, additional seating, and other 
amenities that will enhance the experience for stu-
dent athletes, families, and fans. See the accompany-
ing graphic for current funding opportunities, giving 
levels, and donor recognition opportunities.

Whether your gift is $50, $500, or $5,000, ev-
ery contribution makes a difference. Families who 

make cumulative gifts of $500 or more 
during the campaign will receive a 2026 to 
2027 Wapsie Valley Family Activity Pass, 
providing admission to all regular season 
home athletic events throughout the school 
year.

There are several ways to support the 
campaign. Donations may be made online 
at https://givebutter.com/WapsieValleyAth-
leticComplex, by mailing a check payable 
to the Wapsie Valley Athletic Booster Club, 
2535 Viking Avenue, Fairbank, IA 50629, or 
by dropping off a donation at Northeast Se-
curity Bank in Fairbank or Readlyn Savings 
Bank in Readlyn. Every gift, regardless of 
size, helps move this project forward and is 
greatly appreciated.

The Wapsie Valley Athletic Booster 
Club is a 501(c)(3) charitable organiza-
tion. Individuals who are required to take 
Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) 
from their retirement accounts may be able 
to make a Qualified Charitable Distribu-
tion directly to the Booster Club. We also 
gratefully accept gifts of appreciated stock. 
If you are interested in making either of 
these types of contributions, please contact 
Brett Bergman at bbergman@wapsieval-
leyschools.org, who can help guide you 
through the process.
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Wapsie Valley School Board - June 15, 2026

Readlyn City Council July 13, 2026

 Wapsie Valley CSD
Regular School Board Meeting

June 15, 2026
 Pledge of Allegiance 
1. President Aiello called the Regular Meeting of 

the board to order at 6:01 PM
A. Directors: Aiello, Auel, Broten Jr., Kaufman 

(virtual), & Wolfe-Declared a quorum
B. Administration - Supt. Hoover, Board Secretary 

Arndt, Principals Murphy & Forsyth. Myers (excused)
C. Others Present: Tara Sullivan
2. Communications & Consideration of Additional 

Items for the Agenda - None
3. Moved by Auel, Seconded by Broten Jr. to ap-

prove the agenda as presented. Motion carried 5-0 
4. Public Forum - None
5. Consent Items - Moved by Auel, Seconded 

by Wolfe to approve the consent items including the 
bills being reviewed by Jeannie Wolfe as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0 Moved by Broten Jr., Second-
ed Wolfe to approve Shelby Franck requesting to 
open enroll her kindergarten son to WV from West 
Central, and Jordan Smith requesting to open en-
roll her kindergarten daughter to WV from Jesup 
both effective the 26-27 school year as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0. Moved by Auel, Seconded by 
Broten Jr. to deny the request for Rashell Amos 
requesting to open enroll her 2nd-grade son, and 
3rd-grade daughter to WV from Oelwein effective 
the 26-27 school year due to no programming space 
availability as presented. Motion carried 5-0. Moved 
by Wolfe, Seconded by Broten Jr., to approve the 
request for Anthony & Sheila Boevers requesting to 
open enroll their 9th-grade daughter to Waverly ef-
fective the 26-27 school year as presented. Motion 
carried 5-0

6. Board - Broten Jr. gave report on donations re-
ceived by the Booster Club for the Track/Football field 
project. Fundraising is going very well. 

Aiello reported a need for a sidewalk from the 
softball field to the concession stand. Kaufman stated 
that the batting cages are falling in. May need more 
concrete or lengthen poles. Board thanked Superin-
tendent Hoover for his service & support. 

Superintendent Hoover’s report includes a thank 
you as this is his last board meeting, Operational 
Sharing & Regular Shared positions, Track/Football 
Field progress, & Board Policy changes.

District: PK-12 Principal’s-report includes learn-
ing opportunities, custodial cleaning, extended 
school year, BLT meetings, social studies curriculum 
& activities.

7. Personnel - Resignations - Moved by Auel, 
Seconded by Wolfe to approve the resignation of 
Gunner Rodgers-JH Girls Wrestling, Sheila  Seel-
hammer-Study Hall Supervisor, & Ruth Happel-Part-
time Cook and thank them for their service to the stu-
dents, staff, and communities as  presented. Motion 
carried 5-0

Contracts: None
8. Old Business-Moved by Wolfe, Seconded 

by Auel to approve the 26-27 sharing agreement 
with Central Rivers for Special Education Director 
($52,100). Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Wolfe, Seconded by Broten Jr. to ap-
prove the purchase of 290-8 GB Chromebooks from 
CDWG ($128,180) as presented. Motion carried 5-0

9. New Business-Moved by Wolfe, Seconded 
by Auel to approve the 26-27 School Board Meeting 
Dates/Time. Motion carried 5-0. 

Motion by Wolfe, Seconded by Broten Jr. to table 
WV Activities/Coaches Handbook and approve 26-
27 Elementary Parent/Student Handbook, Preschool 
Handbook, Licensed Staff Handbook, Non Licensed 
Staff Handbook, JH/HS Student/Parent Handbook, 
WV Technology Handbook, WV Course Description 
Handbook. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Auel, Seconded by Wolfe to approve 
the 26-27 Taylor Physical Therapy agreement with 
the following charges: Event Coverage: From $185 
to $190/event, Hourly Rate for Events Greater than 5 
hours: From $35 to $37.50/hr, & Practice Check-Ins: 
From $85 to $90 as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Motion by Auel, Seconded by Wolfe to approve 
participation in the 26-27 Storm Protection Fund 
($15,716), an Iowa Code Chapter 28E Entity and 
Chapter 670 Risk Pool as presented. Motion carried 
5-0

Motion by Wolfe, Seconded by Broten Jr. to in-
crease lunch from $3.35 to $3.45 and breakfast from 
$1.80 to $1.90 as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Motion by Wolfe, Seconded by Auel to approve 
Registration Fees for 26-27 School Year as present-
ed. Motion carried 5-0

Motion by Wolfe, Seconded by Auel to approve 
Series 100 (School District) & 900 (School Dis-
trict Community Relations), individual policies 203, 
701.02, 701.03 as presented. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Auel, Seconded by Wolfe to approve 
507.9 (Wellness Policy) & 507.9 (Wellness Regula-
tion)with updated languages changes as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0

Motion by Wolfe, Seconded by Broten Jr. to ap-
prove Raise a Hallelujah (Heidi Moessner) in clean-
ing the rural buildings ($1,400 P/M) as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0

Motion by Wolfe, Seconded by Auel to approve 
the 26-27 Shared Curriculum Director ($29,298) with 
Keystone AEA as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Motion by Auel, Seconded by Wolfe to approve 
Teach TCI ($24,860.55) for Social Studies Curricu-
lum as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Motion by Auel, Seconded by Broten Jr. to ap-
prove the bus lease agreement with Farmer State 
Bank which includes leasing 3 buses as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0

Motion by Broten Jr., Seconded by Auel to ap-
prove Change Order #1 ($17,862.81) for Track/Foot-
ball Field Complex as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Motion by Wolfe, Seconded by Auel to approve 
the Contract to Transfer 90% of State Funding to 

Central Rivers for special education support as pre-
sented. Motion Carried 5-0

Motion by Wolfe, Seconded by Auel to approve 
Cooperative Sponsorship Agreement with Cedar 
Falls School District for Soccer & Sumner-Freder-
icksburg CSD for Girls Wrestling as presented. Mo-
tion carried 5-0

Motion by Wolfe, Seconded by Auel to approve 
agreement for participation of Nonresident/Nonpublic 
students in district activity effective 7-1-26-6-30-2029 
as presented. Motion carried 5-0

Moved by Auel, Seconded by Wolfe to go into 
Closed Session 21.5 (i) at 6:59 PM Roll Call-Auel, 
Kaufman, Broten Jr., Wolfe Aiello ALL-AYES-Motion 
Carried 5-0 to evaluate the professional competen-
cy of an individual whose appointment, hiring, per-
formance, or discharge is being considered when 
necessary to prevent needless and irreparable inju-
ry to that individual’s reputation and that individual 
requests a closed session. Moved by Wolfe, Sec-
onded by Broten Jr., to exit closed session at 7:35 
PM-Roll Call-Auel, Kaufman, Broten Jr., Wolfe, & 
Aiello-ALL-AYES-Motion Carried 5-0 

 10. Board Talking Points-none
 11. Moved by Wolfe, Seconded by Auel to ad-

journ at 7:35 PM. Motion carried 5-0 Respectfully, 
Kim Arndt 

ACT EDUCATION CORP $126.00 AED Brands 
$1,575.92 AGVANTAGE FS $7,486.73 AHLERS 
& COONEY, P.C. $7,410.00 ALLIANT ENERGY 
$252.51 ALPHAGRAPHICS $462.18 Amazon 
$2,480.15 Arndt, Kim $913.25 ARNOLD MOTOR 
$201.77 AUDIBLE $16.00 BELLIS, MCKAYLA 
$1,492.05 BLACK HILLS ENERGY $118.38 BUT-
LER COUNTY REC $3,889.86 CASEY'S $313.49 
CB INNOVATIONS $6,041.06 CEDAR FALLS CSD 
$4,267.63 Center Enterprises $0.00 CENTRAL IA 
DIST $4,979.00 CHEMSEARCH $235.36 CHO-
SEN VALLEY TESTING $195.00 CITY LAUN-
DRY $3,090.12 CITY OF FAIRBANK $3,384.39 
CITY OF READLYN $2,175.16 COLLEGEBOARD 
$1,120.00 COLUMN SOFTWARE $304.29 COURI-
ER COMM $221.40 CRESCO FIRE SAFETY EQUIP 
$1,841.05 CY & CHARLEY'S $294.82 DENVER CSD 
$60,020.38 DEPT. OF EDUCATION $750.00 DON'S 
TRUCK $92.50 DUNKERTON CSD $38,682.25 
EAST-CENTRAL IA REC $525.34 EBS $79,965.75 
EVERWAY $259.99 FERGUSON $215.92 IADHS 
$16,672.99 IA REGIONAL UTILITIES $481.40 
JANESVILLE CSD $273.62 JESUP CSD $11,338.27 
Jimmy Johns $97.98 JOHNSTONE SUPPLY 
$1,369.08 JOSTENS INC $370.20 Keyston AEA 1 
$6,737.25 KLUESNER SANITATION $675.00 KWIK 
TRIP $28.48 LARRY'S SRVC & RPR $143.95 LIT-
TLE WAPSIE COMM $155.08 MARCY PRO $51.24 
MAVERICK $81.48 Menards $497.52 MODERN 
BUILDING $326.20 MYERS, HOLLY $1,368.93 NEW 
HAMPTON CSD $4,541.26 NITZ, KATELYN $50.00 
OELWEIN CSD $40,750.40 ORAN MUTUAL TELE-
PHONE $194.25 RAISA A HALLELUJAH $1,400.00 
READLYN TELEPHONE $182.64 Rechkemmer, Ash-
ley $35.64 RELAYHUB $415.75 REYNOLDS, SYD-
NEY $23.80 SCHOOL BUS SALES $326.44 School 
Fix $50.45 SPECTRUM PAINT $79.51 STELLER 
TEACHER $29.00 STREET SMARTS $380.00 
SULLIVAN, HEATHER $81.20 SZURLEY, TRACEY 
$57.91 TAYLOR PHYSICAL THERAPY $510.00 U.S. 
POST OFFICE $5.30 UBIQUITI STORE $6.00 UNI 
$150.00 VENTRIS LEARNING $260.00 Walmart 
$331.83 WAVERLY CSD $8,808.86 WEEDS ON 
FIRE $8,975.00 WEST CENTRAL CSD $17,344.10 
WILSON RESTAURANT $122.50 GENERAL TOTAL 
$361,180.21 EBS $4,797.54 MANAGEMENT TOTAL 
$4,797.54 CARDNIAL CNSTRCTN $400,148.13 
TRACK/FB PRJCT TOTAL $400,148.13 Amazon 
$550.98 EMERGENT $10,388.76 Hawkeye Alarm 
& Signal Company $1,155.00 STICKFORT ELEC-
TRIC CO $2,056.20 YOUNG PLUMBING & HEAT-
ING $2,923.57 SAVE TOTAL $17,074.51 ACCESS 
SYSTEMS $2,063.60 Amazon $903.44 Central 
Rivers AEA $1,431.71 GIGFIRE $70.00 Menards 
$301.39 ORAN MUTUAL TELEPHONE $100.00 
ROCKET ALUMNI SOLUTIONS $1,050.00 PPEL 
TOTAL $5,920.14 UMB BANK, N.A. $300.00 DEBT 
SERVICE TOTAL $300.00 Amazon $12.99 SBE TO-
TAL $12.99 Amazon $206.43 MARCUS THEATRE 
$90.50 WATERLOO CENTER FOR ARTS $18.72 
WVEF TOTAL $315.65 ALLISON, GAIL $290.00 
IA HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC ASSN. $120.00 WEST 
MUSIC $131.99 GALLUP TRUST TOTAL $541.99 
AIRBNB $355.04 COCA-COLA $184.34 BADKER, 
JEFFERY $100.00 BARNES, MAYA $75.00 BEDEN-
BENDER, AMBER $111.11 BELLIS, BRYAR $150.00 
BIAGGI'S RISTORANTE $735.67 BROWN, JESSI-
CA $111.11 BSN SPORTS $1,711.00 BUHR, SAW-
YER $75.00 BURKE, LOGAN $135.00 CASEY'S 
$104.07 CHARLES CITY CSD $75.00 CHIDESTER, 
STEVE $125.00 COSTAS MARKET $105.78 FCCLA 
$1,691.77 FAREWAY $16.52 FLORAL IMAGES & 
GIFTS $285.00 Forsyth, Alyson $522.00 GLEN SNY-
DER $375.00 HAISLET, MIKE $135.00 HOTELCOM 
$994.92 HyVee $120.68 IA FFA ASSOC $650.00 IA 
SPORTS SUPPLY $1,062.00 IA STATE FAIR $50.00 
JESUP CSD $125.00 Jimmy Johns $269.60 JOS-
TENS INC $683.20 KEE HIGH SCHOOL $80.00 
KLEIN, DANIEL $135.00 MAPLE LANES $324.00 
MARTIN BROS. $174.78 OAKES, CODY $270.00 
PAPA JOHNS $242.37 PARKER, MARK $235.00 
REBEL ATHLETIC $362.99 RED ROCK $130.00 
RIVERSIDE LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP $585.00 
ROBINSON, NICK $250.00 SAM'S CLUB $289.90 
SCHOER, TYLER $150.00 SPOT HERO $402.80 
STEEGE, JOEL $135.00 SUHR, SUSAN $111.11 
TAPATIO MEXICAN GRILL $317.80 TOOTSIE ROLL 
$81.31 UHAL, JOHN $135.00 W, THE $300.00 AC-
TIVITY TOTAL $16,086.76 Walmart $90.89 WAPEL-
LO CNTY EXT $150.00 EMS DETERGENT SER-
VICES, CO. $150.00 HEESE, BETH $477.33 KWIK 
TRIP $16.39 MARTIN BROS. $6,919.57 PEINE, AL-
YSON $255.95 PRAIRIE FARMS $2,163.78 LUNCH 
TOTAL $9,983.02

The Readlyn Finance Board met in 
open session at 5:45 PM on Monday, 
July 13, 2026 to review bills. Keith Brun-
scheon, Rocco Imbrogno, and Joseph 
Jones were present.

The Readlyn City Council met in 
open session at 6:00 PM on Monday, July 
13, 2026, for the regular meeting. Meet-
ing was called to order by Mayor Wede-
meier. The following council members 
were present: Keith Brunscheon, Rocco 
Imbrogno and Joseph Jones. Absent: Ni-
cole Barnes and Jason Franck. Others in 
attendance included: Barney Wiersma, 
Steve Aiello and Kris McGrane.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Imbrogno to approve consent agenda 
items, which included the regular coun-
cil meeting minutes from 6/8/2026, the 
claims list from 6/9/2026 to 7/13/2026, 
and the June 2026 reports (Budget, 
Treasurer’s and Financial). All said aye. 
Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Jones to approve the agenda. All said 
aye. Motion carried.

Mayor advised almost every day he 
communicates with most of the city em-
ployees. The city departments have been 
busy lately and we are addressing con-
cerns and city business as we can. The 
city clerk, police, library and public works 
provided written reports. 

Motion by Jones and seconded by Im-
brogno to approve receiving reports from 
the mayor, city clerk, police, library and 
public works. All said aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and second-
ed by Jones to approve setting a public 
hearing at the Monday, August 10, 2026, 
city council meeting at 6PM for the spe-
cial permit request received for 245 Kal-
man Avenue. Roll call, all said aye. Mo-
tion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and second-
ed by Imbrogno to approve the second 
reading of Ordinance 366, an Ordinance 
amending the Code of Ordinances of the 
city of Readlyn, Iowa, by amending pro-

visions to collection fees of solid waste 
and increasing the fees from $17.00 to 
$21.00 per month and $55.00 to $65.00 
per month for dumpsters. Roll call, all 
ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Jones to approve the first reading of 
Ordinance 367, an Ordinance amend-
ing the Code of Ordinances of the city of 
Readlyn, Iowa, by amending provisions 
to collection fees of water and increasing 
the minimum rate from $13.50 to $20.00 
per month and from $3.50 per addition-
al 1,000 gallons to $7.50 per additional 
1,000 gallons as well as implementing a 
3% annual change on both rates each 
year for the next 5 years. Roll call, all 
ayes, motion carried.

Motion by Jones and seconded by 
Brunscheon to approve the city clerk 
and mayor to close #135 First Respond-
er bank account, #143 First Responder 
Memorial bank account and #712 Library 
bank account and transferring the funds 
to the main city savings account, while 
keeping the funds separated in the cities 
accounting software. Roll call, all ayes, 
motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Jones to approve Resolution 2026-14, 
approving the FY2026 financial transfers. 
Roll call, all said aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by 
Brunscheon to approve Resolution 2026-
15, establishing the official posting loca-
tions for public notices of meetings in ac-
cordance with Iowa Code Chapter 21.4. 
Roll call, all said aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded 
by Jones to approve Resolution 2026-
16, establishing and adopting the city of 
Readlyn fee schedule. Roll call, all said 
aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded 
by Brunscheon to adjourn. All said aye. 
Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 
7:18PM.

 Dan Wedemeier, Mayor
ATTEST:  Kris McGrane, City Clerk

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Homes of Waverly, Shell Rock, Denver and Readlyn received 
the Award of Excellence in Funeral Service for the 16th year during the 146th Annu-
al Iowa Funeral Directors Association Convention. The Iowa Award of Funeral Service 
Excellence recognizes a funeral home’s exemplary service to the community it serves. 
Kaiser-Corson Funeral Homes, which has been serving Waverly and the surrounding 
communities for 125 years, was one of 12 funeral homes from throughout the state to re-
ceive the award. To qualify, a funeral home must excel in four of five areas: presentation 
of public information, active membership in the state association, sponsorship of com-
munity events or services, professional development, and personal development. Left 
to right are IFDA President Jacob Wittrock and owners Denee Muller and Ryan Tucker.
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Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

Owner
Jon Elsamiller

“Family owned and operated since 1983”

101 39th St. NE
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

www.elsamillerelectric.com

Jeffrey F. Arians, CPA
Quality Accounting Services 

1002 Broadway Street 
Waterloo, IA 50703

319-234-2813 
www.qasiowa.com

Trusted Accounting 
Services

for Individuals & Businesses

New Fund Established to Support 
Agricultural Emergency Rescue

The Bremer County Firefighters Asso-
ciation has established the Bremer County 
Firefighters Association Special Project 
Fund, a special project fund held with the 
Bremer County Community Foundation, 
an affiliate of the Community Foundation 
of Northeast Iowa. The fund will support 
the purchase of critical equipment and re-
sources to strengthen emergency response 
efforts across Bremer County.

This fund will benefit all fire depart-
ments in the county, ensuring residents, 
especially those in rural and agricultur-
al areas, have access to life-saving tools 
when emergencies occur. In a largely ru-
ral county like Bremer County, access to 
specialized rescue equipment is essential 
for protecting both residents and first re-
sponders, particularly during high-risk 
times like harvest season.

Funds raised will support the purchase 
and fabrication of a trailer-mounted emer-
gency response grain vac, along with ad-
ditional equipment including GSI rescue 
tubes, a grain rescue auger, brushless drills, 
scene lighting, and scoop shovels. These 
tools are vital in responding to agricultural 
emergencies, including grain entrapment 
situations where rapid response can mean 
the difference between life and death. Or-
ganizers hope to raise enough funds to 
have the equipment purchased and ready 
for use by the 2026 harvest season.

“Having access to this kind of life-sav-
ing equipment can make all the difference 
in an emergency,” said Aaron Gooden-
bour, Coordinator with Bremer County 
Emergency Management. “In agricultural 
incidents, especially grain entrapments, 
time is critical. This fund will help ensure 
our first responders are equipped with the 
tools they need to act quickly and safely, 
ultimately saving lives and protecting our 
farming community.”

Financial gifts of cash/check and 
stock are accepted through the Commu-
nity Foundation of Northeast Iowa, 3117 
Greenhill Circle, Cedar Falls, IA 50613. 
Checks to the fund should be made payable 
to the Bremer County Firefighters Associ-
ation Special Project Fund. Gifts can also 
be made on the Community Foundation’s 
secure website at https://www.cfneia.org/
donations/bremer-county-firefighters-as-
sociation-special-project-fund/. 

Donors to the fund may take advantage 
of normal federal deductions for charita-
ble gifts.

Questions about giving to the fund 
may be directed to Paula Hill, Charitable 
Advisor with the Community Foundation 
of Northeast Iowa, at 319-243-1352 or 
phill@cfneia.org.

Information about the Bremer County 
Community Foundation can be found on 
its website, www.bremerccf.org. 

City Hall: Some power outages caused by squirrels; water rates up
By City Clerk Kris McGrane
Recent Power Outage Updates 

As you are all probably well aware, 
we have had a handful of power outag-
es recently. We understand that it is in-
convenient for everyone, because it is 
inconvenient for us, also. We appreciate 
everyone’s patience as we work through 
these obstacles.

After each power outage, the mayor 
meets with the majority of the city em-
ployees to discuss the outage. We dis-
cuss what exactly went wrong, the time 
frame it takes to restore power, ways we 
can improve the situation moving for-
ward and other details. We work hard 
to improve our steps and procedures for 
when these unfortunate events occur.

In less than a year, 3 of the power out-
ages were caused by a squirrel getting 
into a transformer. Each time, this was 
on an Alliant Energy owned pole and 
their electrical equipment. That means 
we have no control on Alliant Energy’s 
response times or how quickly it can get 
repaired. We are currently working with 
Alliant Energy to adapt a better (and 
hopefully quicker) procedure moving 
forward.

Alliant Energy has recently placed 
a “rodent guard” on their utility pole. 
This guard makes it very difficult for 
squirrels and other animals to climb the 
utility pole and get into their electrical 
equipment. Although this will hopefully 
decrease the chances of squirrels getting 
into places they should not be, it is not 
100% effective because squirrels may 
climb trees or other poles and jump on 
line and follow them to the electrical 
equipment/transformers.

We would also like to stress that no 
matter where you live, in Readlyn or 
outside of Readlyn, power outages oc-
cur. Depending on the situation, issues, 
and response times, it is hard to estimate 
an exact time it will take to restore pow-
er. We understand that everyone has dif-
ferent circumstances and needs for pow-
er. Some people may need the power for 
important things like sump pumps or 
for computers as they work from home. 
Others may have more urgent needs, 
like for oxygen tanks or home medical 
equipment. We understand every need is 
different and so we encourage everyone 
to take some time and determine how 
long you can go without power. If you 
have circumstances where you cannot 
go very long, then take some time to de-

termine what it would take to assist you 
during longer outages. Some people in-
vest in generators while others may take 
a less expensive route and purchase bat-
tery back-ups. Some residents in town 
have specific sump pumps that when the 
power goes out, there is a feature to keep 
it working without power. If you have 
an elderly relative or neighbor, let’s use 
some of that small-town friendliness and 
help them determine what their needs 
are and help them to prepare for these 
unfortunate situations. Maybe a neigh-
bor has a generator and they can assist 
someone if they need power. Many 
minds and helpful hands come in useful 
during difficult times. That’s the BEST 
part of Readlyn – we have this small-
town friendliness mastered!

Increase In Water Rates 
After carefully monitoring our water 

costs, and with the continue increase in 
costs for chemicals, equipment, operat-
ing and maintenance costs, the city of 
Readlyn is currently in the process of in-
creasing the water rates. With the help of 
the city council, we reviewed other city 
water rates, our expenses and revenues, 
a water rate study from the Iowa Rural 
Water Association and other information 
and determined what is needed and best 
for the city of Readlyn. The city coun-
cil has started the process in approving 
a water rate increase from: A current 
minimum of $13.50 to $20.00 per month 
(which includes the first 1,000 gallon of 
water used) and $3.50 to $7.50 per ad-
ditional 1,000 gallons used. There will 
also be a 3% increase in the minimum 
and the additional rate usage each year 
for the next five years, in order to contin-
ue to keep up with rising costs and mak-
ing it easier for people to budget moving 
forward, rather than larger increases ev-
ery so-many-years. To break this down 
a little better, here’s some additional, re-
al-life information.

	 Readlyn Current	 Readlyn New
Minimum	 $13.50	 $20.00
Unit Charge 
(per gal) 	 $0.0035	 $0.00750
	 (Minimum 1,000)	 (Minimum 1,000)
Examples Below 
(in gallons)
0-1000	 $13.50	 $20.00
2,600	 $19.10	 $32.00
5,014	 $27.55	 $50.11
7,536	 $36.38	 $69.02
10,287	 $46.00	 $89.65
13,449	 $57.07	 $113.37

 There are a lot of circumstances and 
variables for each city and what they 
need to bring in to pay for their water 

expenses. There are some cities that 
have million dollars of debt for their 
water equipment/plants and they need 
to generate enough funds to cover those 
debts. While others do not have as high 
of expenses. We did take a look at quite 
a few other cities around Iowa and here 
are some of the results from area cities. 
It is like comparing apples to oranges, 
but it’s still an idea that our new rates 
are not drastically different than other 
cities. [Note: these amounts from other 

cities were either provided to us by their 
city employees or we researched to find 
the rates. They may or may not be accu-
rate if we were provided with incorrect 
information or records were not updated 
at the time we researched.]  
	 The increase is tentatively scheduled to 
take effect on either the September or 
October utility bills (or the bills that will 
be mailed out at the end of September or 
October 2026) and due on October 15 or 
November 15, 2026.  

	 Readlyn	 Readlyn	 Fairbank	 Janesville	 Tripoli 
	 Current	 New
Minimum	 $13.50	 $20.00	 $23.71	 $34.42	 $27.46
Unit Charge (per gal)
	 $0.0035	 $0.00750	 $0.0087	 $0.00588	 $0.00826
	 (Minimum 1,000)	 (Minimum 1,000)	 (Minimum 1,000)	 (Mini. 2000)	 (Mini. 1000)
			   (Population 1,150)	 (Population 1,056)
Examples (gallons)
0-1000	 $13.50	 $20.00	 $23.37	 $34.42	 $27.46
2,600	 $19.10	 $32.00	 $37.65	 $37.95	 $40.67
5,014	 $27.55	 $50.11	 $58.67	 $52.14	 $60.60
7,536	 $36.38	 $69.02	 $80.64	 $66.97	 $81.42
10,287	 $46.00	 $89.65	 $104.60	 $83.15	 $104.13
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Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.

131 Tower Street, Denver • 319-984-6191
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule your appointment in Denver today!

“OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS”
Robert R. Pipho, D.D.S. • Brendon T. Boerm, D.D.S.

340 S. State St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5691

denverdrugandphoto.com

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 319-984-5676 • www.schumacherelevator.com

YOUR LEADING INDEPENDENT PROVIDER
ELEVATORS Manufacturing, Installation Service

Passenger, Freight, and Specialty Elevators

Controlled Burn
Members of Readlyn Fire participated 
in a recent controlled burn at the Hesse 
residence. The Hesse family gener-
ously allowed firefighters to use the 
home for valuable hands-on training 
and emergency response simulations 
in the months leading up to the burn. 
We are incredibly grateful for their gen-
erosity and support, which provided an 
invaluable training opportunity for our 
volunteers.

Deadline for the August 26 
Readlyn Chronicle is  

Thursday, August 13 at 5 p.m.  
Send news to  

readlynchronicle@gmail.com
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Ag Resources
Bayer Crop Science 

David R. Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Farmers Co-op 
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Huebner Custom Ag
Spraying - Land Rolling

Ben Huebner (319) 483-8232
Jason Huebner (319) 231-4544

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler

Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weber Farm Inputs - Pioneer 
 Ryan Weber - 319-231-8882
Kyle Devoe - 319-240-9137

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Advanced Realtors®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Fischels Residential Group
Joe Leehey, Residential Broker

(319) 415-7349
 joe@� schelsgroup.com
www.� schelsgroup.com

3510 Kimball Ave. Ste. H, Waterloo, IA 
50702 • Tel: (319) 234-5000 

Jennifer Jaschen - Attorney at Law
4817 University Ave. STE. D

Cedar Falls, IA 50613
jaschenlaw@outlook.com

(319) 553-3400

Re/Max Alliance
Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor

319-269-5089
300 S. State St., Denver
wendymohlis@gmail.com

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

hartmanlouie@gmail.com
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

O�  ce 563-578-8899

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
101 39th St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3917

Gingerich Roofi ng Solutions
1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton 

319-505-3938

Ken’s Electric Inc.
Electric • HVAC • Solar

319-283-4221 • kenselectric.com

Smith Excavating, Inc.
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner

(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319-352-3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Family 
Needs

Denver Drug and Photo
340 S. State St., Denver

(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Denver Family Dental
131 Tower St., Denver

319-984-6191

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340 www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. 1st Street, Sumner

563-578-8591 www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Prime Capital Investment Advisors
Ashlea (Kleitsch) Jones, Financial Advisor
Cedar Rapids, pciacedarrapids.com

(319) 269-7143 

Quality Accounting Services
1002 Broadway St., Waterloo

(319) 234-2813 www.qasiowa.com

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

American Savings Bank-Tripoli
312 S. Main St. • (319) 882-4279

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Security State Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Smiley Family Dentistry
123 2nd St. SW, Waverly

319-352-2270
SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Willow Winds Assisted Living
Denver • 319-984-5867

www.willowwindsdenver.com 

Food and
Restaurants

Bents Smokehouse & Pub
209 Main Street, Readlyn

(319) 279-3839 

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plain� eld 

(319) 275-4528

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
239 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
O�  ce: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Security Mutual Insurance Assoc.
101 Cherry St., Allison

319-267-2035 securitymutualins.com

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery

Tiedt Nursery 
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
Huebner Repair 

Ben Huebner (319) 483-8232

L&L Ag Repair
2220 Reed Ave. (319) 279-3363

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave.   (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses
C&K Garden Solutions LLC

319-939-4112
ckjeanes@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA 

(319) 635-2311 (888) 282-9992 
www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

319-352-4112

CHRONICLE
 Sponsorship
DIRECTORY

2026 FRIENDS OF THE CHRONICLE:
Ron and Bev Herman

Corlyn Freitag
Readlyn Senior Citizens

YOU, TOO, CAN BECOME A 

Friend of the 
Readlyn Chronicle! 

Call Ron Leistikow for details! 
(319) 279-3548

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE IN THE CHRONICLE!
Call Ron Leistikow for details! (319) 279-3548

These sponsors 
appreciate your 

business!
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Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s  
Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Wednesday services  7:00 PM

Martha Circle, 1st Wednesday of month
Women of Life, 3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street, Readlyn 

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 8:30 a.m.

Mary-Martha Circle 
1st Wednesday 7 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Sunday Services 9:00 a.m. 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday
Ruth Circle 1st Thursday 1:00 p.m.

Deadline for the  August 26 Readlyn Chronicle  is Thurs., August 13 at  5 p.m. 

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D

NEW LOCATION:
123 2nd St. SW

Waverly, IA 50677
319-352-2270

 SmileyFamilyDentistry.com
New patients welcome!

Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s  
tradition of excellent dental care.

REALTOR.COM                REALTOR.COM                REALTOR.COM

 I Need 
Listings!! 
Call Me! 

319-238-1700

221 PRESTIEN  DR. 
DENVER

973 S. FREDERICK 
OELWEIN

424 - 7TH ST. SW  
OELWEIN

3 Bedrm, 1.5 baths,  
Oversized det gar./shop 
bldg 30’x24’, Close to 
City Library & Pool. Seller 
will consider contract.

512  - 1ST 
AVE. NE  

OELWEIN
$162,500
Stately 2 story rich in 
character, 2,750 square 
feet, 4 bedrooms, 
2 baths.

Your Local Realtor Since 1989  
Helping You Achieve All Your  Real Estate  Needs, 

Buying or Selling.
Summer Market is Here!  Call  Anytime  on Any  House  

319-238-1700

PENDING PENDING

326 E. BURGER ST.
HAWKEYE, IA   

SOLD SOLD

220 W TRAER ST.  
GREENE

$60,000

www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC


