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How a student from Readlyn, Iowa is 
shaping the future of rural medicine

WAVERLY, Iowa — For Alec Marticoff, the de-
cision to pursue medicine started at home. Grow-
ing up in Readlyn, Iowa, Alec witnessed firsthand 
the impact of compassionate healthcare when his 
sister, Brandi, was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes. 
Helping his family manage her condition sparked 
a lasting interest in medicine and planted the seeds 
for a career devoted to helping others.

“I think that early exposure to her diagnosis, the 
Iowa City appointments and being part of her care 
gave me a unique perspective,” Alec said. “It made 
medicine feel real and important.”

That spark grew into something more during his 
junior year of high school, when he attended Mini 
Medical Week at Waverly Health Center (WHC). 
Inspired and eager to learn more, Alec stayed in 
touch with WHC staff. He returned for extra shad-
owing and a full summer of volunteering in the 
Emergency Department after graduation.

“Everyone at WHC was fantastic and encourag-
ing. I learned so much and felt like I had found my 
calling,” he said.

Alec went on to earn a degree in human physi-
ology from the University of Iowa, working in or-
thopedics and sports medicine along the way. He 
spent three years as a patient care tech in surgery at 
Stead Family Children’s Hospital while completing 
a master’s degree in anatomy. He then began medi-
cal school at the University of Iowa Carver College 
of Medicine in August 2024.

Now, through the Medical Education Communi-
ty Orientation (MECO) program, Alec has returned 
to WHC not just to give back, but to grow.

A Personalized Experience
The MECO program pairs rising second-year 

medical students with Iowa hospitals, offering a 
unique chance to shadow physicians in real-world 
rural settings.

At WHC, Alec worked with a wide range of 
providers across departments: pediatrics, family 
medicine, OB-GYN, general and orthopedic sur-Alec Marticoff of Readlyn is shown on the job at 

Waverly Health Center. Photo contributed Continued on Page 10

Ladages have the Yard of the Month
Janet and Larry Ladage’s perfectly manicured 

lawn and flower beds feature a blend of color, func-
tionality, and nostalgia. It is easy to see why they were 
selected for this prestigious Yard of the Month award.

They would like to thank Weeds on Fire for 
sponsoring this contest and the monetary gift, 
which they donated to the Readlyn Gardeners. 

Yards receiving Honorable Mention status for 
2025 are:

224 Highland, Mike and Sandy Wolf
605 Parkview, Deb and Larry Sauerbrei

Corner of Elmer and 6th Street
 337 Kalman, Kevin and Tammie Thurm
423 Goodell, Nick and Sierra West
607 Eastview, Lowell and Deb Kuecker
609 Eastview, Marty and Kristi Marticoff
509 West 4th, Shari and Denny Thacher
507 West 4th, Sue and Larry Boerschel
607 Parkview, Jeff Brunscheon
421 East 4th, Barry and Lori Fortsch
700 Parkview Drive, Gina and Barney Weirsma
Good luck in 2026!

Grump Mary Lou Ungs presents September’s Yard of the Month win-
ners, Larry and Janet Ladage, 119 Kahlman Avenue.

Here is a sample of one of the 
Ladage’s hydrangea flowers.

An assortment of lilies
Ladage’s flower bed feature a variety of lilies.

See more photos on Page 9

What to do 
if you find a 
rattlesnake in 
the grass ...
Find out on Page 13!
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Miss Readlyn
Comments

By Kylie Strottmann

Grump’s
Grumblings

By Mary Lou Ungs, 2025 Grump

Readlyn Area Housing
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

For More Information Contact
KarTay Apartment Management 319-334-7110

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider.

62 years of age or older, handicapped/disabled regardless of age
• Very Low or Low-Income Families • One or Two Bedrooms - Ground Level 

• Stove & Refrigerator Furnished • Laundry Facilities On Site
• All Electric Units with Thermostat in Each Room
• Ample Closet Space  • Rent Based on Income

Fettkether Fertilizer 
Co., LLC

fettfarm@dunkerton.net

Specializing in starter fertilizer mixes, bulk UAN, 
Crop Chemicals, Seed & Planter Equipment

Dunkerton, IA 
319-404-0064

READLYN COMMUNITY CLUB

MEMBERSHIP
JOIN US TODAY!

Only$30
per year

VENMO 
CODE OR

MAIL TO:
READLYN COMMUNITY CLUB
P.O. BOX 34
READLYN, IA 50668How to get involved:

   • Sponsor an event 
   • Volunteer to help at events
   • Attend meetings (Announced in the minutes in the Chronicle.)

REMINDER: You received a letter; have you responded?
Membership fees go a long way to sponsor the many RCC 
events throughout the year. Have you joined for just $30 
per member?

Tripoli Lot For Sale
908 3rd Street SE $40,000

125’ wide x 120’ deep with the
availability of adding more land.

Connie Rochford, Broker
215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA

563-578-8899
www.towncountryhome.com

Agents:
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533
Gary Guether 319-415-9874
Christopher Tibbott 319-404-9435

We serve the needs of our communities!

www.kaisercorson.com
205 Highland Avenue, Readlyn, Iowa 50668 

(319) 279-3551

Hello, Readlyn Community!
It’s hard to believe summer is already 

winding down but what a fun, full season 
it’s been! I’ve stayed busy with activities 
that have made this summer both exciting 
and meaningful. 

One of the things I’m most looking for-
ward to is starting my senior year, where 
I’ll be working every morning and after-
noon at Discoveries Daycare in Denver. 
It’s an opportunity I’m very excited about 
as I continue gaining experience and con-
necting with young children. 

I also look forward to creating more 
memories at The Studio By Alyssa where 
I am involved in 11 different routines, so 
that will keep me busy this year! 

On the weekends, I’ve had a blast at-
tending as many parades across Bremer 
County as possible. It’s been an honor 
representing our small town with pride, 

and each event has brought its own special 
memories. A highlight of my summer was 
running for Bremer County Fair Queen. 
While I didn’t take home the crown, the 
experience was unforgettable. I met so 
many amazing young women from around 
the area and formed friendships I’ll al-
ways treasure.

In just a few short days, I’ll be lead-
ing a dance camp, which is something I’m 
especially excited about. Sharing my love 
for dance with younger students is some-
thing I’ve always enjoyed. 

Outside of my role as Miss Readlyn, 
I’ve been staying active by attending fairs, 
concerts, FFA events, and more. And 
through all the fun and chaos, my family 
has remained my biggest support system. 
I’m so grateful for their love and encour-
agement—they’ve been with me every 
step of the way this summer.

Being the Grump is fun! I was very 
happy to see people in town offering to 
help people clean up after the storm on 
Facebook’s Readlyn Talk. That is the type 
of town we are. 

I went to the Readlyn fire station for the 
pork dinner. Seeing the people ride in the 
fire truck and their smiles was really nice. 
The food was great and I met new peo-
ple. I also went to the Historical Society 
ice cream social. Even after the rain, there 
was a nice turnout. 

I rode in the Tripoli Days Parade. 
Thanks to my cousin, Cindy Lundt, for 
giving me a ride in her convertible. 

I also got to award another Yard of the 

Month. The group of people who take care 
of the gardens around town work hard and 
it shows! We can always use more volun-
teers. Please join one of the community 
organizations. Your help would always be 
appreciated.

If you read this far, you deserve some-
thing funny. My brother and his wife were 
visiting. She had never been out of the city 
and it was harvest time. On the way home 
from the airport, she said, “Stop the car, 
stop the car!!” We stopped the car, think-
ing she was going to be sick, but she said, 
“Look, they are mowing the corn!!!”

Amazing the things we know and take 
for granted.

 

 

 

        

         SUNDAY, October 19 
   IC Church Mass   10:00AM  

Serving   11:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

  Roast Beef, Ham      
Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Baked Beans,  

  Coleslaw, Rolls, & Beverages 

Soft Serve Ice Cream & Dessert 

          Adults: $15   Ages 5-11: $7    

     4 & under Free     Carry Outs Available  

    
   Pies, Cookies, Cakes, 
   Breads, Jams and Jellies, 
    Salsas, Canned goods  

 
          Please join us!!! 

 

 

    Raffle tickets- $5.00 ea. 

    Sold before & during event  

Top Prize $500 & (5) $100 Prizes 

Drawing at 2PM! 

  Need not be present to win!!   
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Patrick B. Dillon
209 East 1st Street, Sumner • patdillon@50674law.com

563-578-1850

Dillon Law Offi ce, PC

General practice including but not limited to:
Agricultural law • Taxation & Tax Preparation 

• Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
www.50674law.com

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main Street - P.O. Box 40
Readlyn, IA 50668-0040
319-279-3321
Website: www.readlynsavingsbank.com
Email: info@readlynsavingsbank.com

American Savings Bank
a location of Readlyn Savings Bank

312 S. Main Street - P.O. Box 909
Tripoli, IA 50676-0909

319-882-4279 or
800-853-4294

RSB ~ Taking Good Care of You! ~ Since 1904 ASB ~ The Spirit of American Banking ~ Since 1899

David R. Wheeler
8234 E. Marquis Rd., Fairbank, IA 

(319) 230-1029

32nd Annual Westendorf Reunion Held
The 32nd Annual Leo and Mildred 

Westendorf Family Reunion was held 
Sunday, July 27, 2025 at the Readlyn City 
Park, Readlyn. 

Attendees enjoyed fellowship with 
coffee and rolls, a worship service led by 
Steve Pavelec, and a noon potluck with 
46 family members present from Read-
lyn, Denver, Janesville, New Hartford, 
Waterloo, Cedar Falls, Waverly, Oelwein, 
Sumner, Traer, and Montello, Wisconsin, 
and Seymour, Missouri. The oldest fam-

ily member was Verdeen Pavelec, 90, of 
Denver and the youngest family member 
was Roman Pavelec, 9, son of Ed and 
Bridget Pavelec of Waterloo. Traveling 
the longest distance was Todd and Stacy 
Kleier and family of Seymour, Missouri. 
A reunion luncheon was held Saturday at 
Grumpy’s in Readlyn with 21 ladies pres-
ent while a group of 10 gentlemen enjoyed 
a golf outing at Willow Run, Denver. Ver-
deen Pavelec of Denver hosted the events, 
along with her children.

A Century of Memories…
Arlyce Harms Heideman will celebrate 

her 100th birthday on September 23, 2025.
Arlyce, the daughter of Theo and Ella 

Peters, was born Sept 23, 1925. She was 
baptized and confirmed at St. Matthew 
Lutheran Church and graduated from 

Readlyn High School. Arlyce married 
Eric Harms on January 9, 1945. They 
moved to the Harms family farm in the 
early years of their marriage and farmed 
until retirement after which they enjoyed 
traveling.  Eric died on Sept 15, 1985. On 
September 1, 1990, she married Oscar 
Heideman. They resided in Readlyn and 
enjoyed being “winter Texans.” Oscar 
died Oct 3, 2018. Arlyce was a resident 
in assisted living from 2018 until 2022 
when she became a resident of the nurs-
ing home.

Her family includes Allen (Judy) 
Harms, Sylvia (Bob) Casterton, and 
Mary (Lou) Soto. She has 5 grand-
children, 5 great-grandchildren, and 1 
great-great-granddaughter.

Join with her family to celebrate this 
special occasion by sending a card or shar-
ing a memory to Arlyce at Hillcrest Nurs-
ing Home, 915 West 1st Street, Sumner, 
IA, 50674.Arlyce Harms Heideman
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SERVICES
Fax/Print/Scan

Conference Room
Test Proctoring

Interlibrary Loans
Internet/WiFi/3D Printing

Basic Graphic Design
ZOOM Meeting Access

HOURS
Mon - 10am - 7pm
Tue - 10am - 5 pm
Wed - 10am - 5pm
Thurs - 10am - 7pm
Fri - 10am - 5 pm
Sat - 9am - 12pm

Sun - Closed

The museum will be open after the author’s presentation for tours.



Wednesday, August 27, 2025	 Readlyn Chronicle	 Page 5

Send news to the Chronicle: ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com

Readlyn Community Club to meet Thurs., Sept. 4; new members are always welcome!
RCC Meeting Minutes

August 4, 2025 6:00 pm, @ library
The meeting was called to order by Mi-

chelle Harrington @ 6:02.
Present: Michelle and Ed Harrington, 

Bonnie Wittenburg, Louie and Ron Hart-
man, John Galyean, Marge Quigley, Tiffa-
ny Matthias, and Pat Wehr 

Secretary’s Report - Additional 
thoughts

• Tying 2026 Grump Days’ theme with 
our country’s 250th birthday. No fly-over 
available because we need 8,000 people.

• Some complaints that there are no 
out-of-town entertainment groups in the 
parade. Please step up if you are willing 
to line up entertainment; contact Louie at 
319-239-0533.

Moved by Louie and seconded by John; 
passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report: 
• Fireworks account continues to grow. 
• November 15 we need to file 501c 

form with our accountant. 
Ed moved and Bonnie seconded to ac-

cept treasurer’s report; passed unanimous-
ly.

Old Business:
● Cans – Enough can support to book 

the Christmas fireworks. Thank you, Ron 
and John!

● Membership Renewal – a reminder 
was attached to the emailed minutes.

New Business:
• Basketball hoops
• Michelle will call 811 tomorrow or 

Wednesday.
• Ed will contact Austin and Barney. 

Next, Ed will establish a plan. Brady has 

the auger, Scott has the bit; Dustin Heine 
has the cement mixer. John will help. If 
you can assist, please contact Ed, 319-596-
5282.

• Picnic items September 14 @ 11:30
• Set up at 10:00
• Griddle; Tiffany 
• Ed has a deep fryer burner to make 

the hot dogs.
• Bonnie will make a Sam’s run.
o 50 hot dogs and 100 hamburger pat-

ties and store them at Harrington’s.
o Chips – 3 big boxes of 30 
o Beans – 3 big cans 
o Condiments - a 3-pack
• Buns: Ask Kristie to contact Kwik 

Star; 100 regular hamburger, 50 hot dog.
• Water – Louie will contact Dustin 

Heine to get the water.
• Potato Salad – Louie will order for 75 

from Fairbank.
• Plates, silverware, and napkins: Louie 

will check from last year.
• Attendees: Dishes to share and lawn 

chairs are welcome; BYOB.
• Setup for picnic:
• Grills – Ed and Michelle’s Blackstone
• Volunteers – Board members
• Tables - Ron
• Games: Connect 4, corn holes, ladder 

toss. 
• Need to contact Barney for splash pad.
• Flying Gorillas will be playing.
• Pat will ask Ron Leistikow to contact 

the balloon man for noon -2:00. 
• Koozies - free-will donation
• Jeremy may do cotton candy.
• Louie will check insurance.
• No charge for the pavilion.
• Collect school supplies 

Golf Cart and UTV Ride: Due to vol-
unteer burnout and declining membership, 
which impacts our activities financially, 
the Readlyn Community Club needs to 
curtail our number of undertakings. As a 
result, it saddens us to announce there will 
be no golf cart or UTV ride this year.

Michelle and Louie will attend the City 
Council meeting to discuss gazebo repairs.

Louie will contact the fireworks com-
pany for November 29, Christmas with 
Santa.

Next meeting Thursday, September 4, 
6:00 p.m., library.

Louie moved and Ed seconded to ad-
journ; passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Pat Wehr, secretary

Contact me today. >

Troy A. Delagardelle, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
4901 University Ave - Suite B 
Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613
319.277.4446

Member SIPC

Services:
Custom Welding

Power Equipment
Hydraulic Hoses

412 7th Street, Janesville
(319) 987-2801• Cell: (319) 230-7770

email: shop@stokeswelding.comwww.stokeswelding.com
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More than 80 are served ice cream sundaes at 
annual Readlyn Historical Society event

The Readlyn Historical Society hosted its An-
nual Ice Cream Social on Sunday, August 10 from 
4-6 p.m. Mary Lou Ungs, Readlyn’s 2025 Grump 
served ice cream sundaes with Kylie Strottmann, 
Miss Readlyn, Claire O’Donnell, Miss Readlyn 
Runner-Up and Gwen Forsyth, Miss Congeniality 
also welcoming attendees.  

Over eighty individuals enjoyed an ice cream 
sundae with a variety of toppings. Both museum 
buildings were open for tours.

The group sang “Happy Birthday!” to Judy 
Henn who attended the ice cream social after cele-

brating her special day with her family.
 The museum buildings of 

the Readlyn Historical Soci-
ety are open by appointment 
by calling 319/961-8379.  
Also, follow us on Facebook 
(@ReadlynHistoricalSoci-
ety) to stay updated on other 
events. The Society is look-
ing for volunteers to serve on 
its Board and/or assist with 
projects and events.

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab is a non-profit  
28 licensed bed long-term care setting certified 
by Medicare and Medicaid.  We are committed 

to providing excellent care and support to 
residents, families, the community and our 

employees.  We provide skilled nursing, 
rehabilitative therapy services, continuous 

nursing care, social services and activity 
programs designed to meet various types  

of individual needs.  
Independently Owned & Operated

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab
604 3rd Street SW, Tripoli, IA 50676

319-882-4269
trnuhome@butler-bremer.com

GINGERICH
Roofi ng Solutions

Metal • Flat • Roof Coating • Outbuildings
Siding • Pole Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
319.505.3938

1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd.
Hazleton, IA 50641

Judy Henn

(At left) Ron Leisti-
kow, Delbert Oltrogge 
and Charlie Albrecht 
enjoying an ice cream 
sundae.

A number of visitors 
took advantage of the 
ice cream social to 
tour the Museum (at 
right).

Readlyn’s 2025 Grump Mary Lou Ungs and 2025 
Miss Readlyn Kylie Strottmann served ice cream.  

Readlyn’s Royalty Claire O’Donnell, Kylie Strott-
mann and Miss Congeniality Gwen Forsyth toured 
the Museum buildings.
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www.waverlydenverlaw.com

303 1st Ave. NE
Waverly, IA 50677

319-352-1637

171 E. Main St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5479

Stumme, Collins, 
Gritters & Epley, PLLC

Farmers Cooperative Company
Readlyn: 319-279-3396

Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F

SHOP
LOCAL!

Stop in 
today!

We carry food for: 
Rabbits, Cats, Dogs, Chickens, Sheep, Horses & More

Softener Salt: 
Delivery in town to those needing assistance

Cedar & Pine Chips
Bird Seed • Grass Seed • Lawn Fertilizer

Bagged Shell Corn

QUALITY DISTRIBUTORS
Crop Protection

Custom Application
Third Party Agronomy

Chemical & Fertilizer Sales
& Trucking

Seth Walker
CELL 319-352-1619

Tyler Hemer
CELL 319-269-7675

1508 190th Street 
Waverly, IA

Wasn't it Yesterday
That Next Hello

By J.D. Francis

As I sit alone, on one of the seven 
empty barstools in my lower level, I’m 
doing battle with loneliness and the loss 
of a friend. I’m helpless in fighting fire 

with fire, knowing 
it’s a war I can’t 
win, when I’m up 
against the reality of 
life itself. The room 
is dimly lit, but I 
still see it plain, the 
door that will never 
again, swing both 
ways. I’ve always 
believed that every 
person you meet, 
comes into your life 

for a reason. Tonight, I’m lacking the wis-
dom to understand why a person would 
come into your life and leave, never to re-
turn, and that too...be for a reason.

The bright light is piercing with the un-
derstanding that nothing in this life is per-
manent, or will remain the same for very 
long. That’s a street that can be travelled 
in both directions.

Every morning the sun rises in the 
sky, creating daylight, and yet falls deep 
beyond the horizon and darkness is born. 
Like an old friend, the sun never fails to 
return. We often set out on our various 
journeys, but every road we travel will 
eventually lead us home again. Wind up a 
clock and the pendulum will swing to its 
final stroke, only to eventually fall silent. 
We simply wind it up again and it faith-
fully serves at our beck and call. Light 

up a citronella candle on a cool winter’s 
night and it will burn warm through the 
evening. Blow it out and simply relight it 
at the mercy of your next whim and desire 
and it comes to life for your pleasure.

When winter comes calling, the grass, 
the leaves, and the beautiful flowers will 
all die. Geese will fly away and wood-
land creatures will scatter, to hibernate in 
a deep sleep for an entire season. Soon, 
without fail, life, color, and beauty, all re-
turn with the coming of the new spring. 
As if following the cadence of a love 
song, a gentle rain will cleanse the earth, 
only to paint in colorful brush strokes, a 
seductive rainbow across the endless blue 
sky.

Oh, I’m painfully aware of life’s trials 
and tribulations, its faults, strengths and 
weaknesses, but tears will dry and laugh-
ter will make way for our next journey.

Tonight, the realities in life are hold-
ing me hostage and have taken complete 
control. From the moment we’re born, 
and without any defense, our youth gets 
stolen away, one passing year at a time. 
We say hello to a friend and soon after, 
say goodbye, expecting that soon, like the 
sun, the candle, the clock, the drying tears, 
or another coming season, that friend will 
return with another hello.

It’s an empty feeling when comes that 
day, the scale has tipped off-balance and 
that last spoken word of goodbye, waits 
sad and lonely, never again to hear that 
next hello.

jdfranpaint@msn.com

Obituary
Verdeen Violet Pavelec

Verdeen Violet Pavelec, 90, of Den-
ver, IA, formerly of 
Readlyn, IA, died 
on Sunday, August 
3, 2025, at Unity-
Point-Allen Memo-
rial in Waterloo.

Verdeen was born 
March 16, 1935 at 
(Buck Creek) Sumner, 
IA, the daughter of 
Leo and Mildred (Ti-

etje) Westendorf. She was baptized March 
30, 1935, and confirmed March 21, 1948, 
at St. John Lutheran Church (Buck Creek) 
Sumner. She attended country school Day-
ton No. 6, parochial school in Buck Creek, 
and Sumner High School. She first worked 
helping various families in their homes and 
then at Buck Creek store for 5 years.

On January 9, 1955, she was united in 
marriage to Reinhold (Bunny) Raymond 
Pavelec at St. John Lutheran Church, (Buck 
Creek) Sumner.  They made their first home 
at Buck Creek and moved to Readlyn in Sep-
tember of 1955. Bunny passed away June 16, 
1998. She was a stay-at-home mom, a Cub 
Scout den mother, babysat, and taught many 
years of Sunday school and Bible school at 
UCC (Tripoli) and Zion (Readlyn). Verdeen 
was a longtime member of Zion Luther-
an Church where she held all offices of the 
Zion Ruth Circle and served as secretary on 
the church council; she was also president 
of the VFW Auxiliary for many years. She 
worked part-time in a flower shop for 7 years 
and served 14 years on the Tripoli Nursing 
Home board. Verdeen volunteered at Share 
and Mended Hearts for 8 years, helped de-
liver Readlyn Chronicles 15 years, and took 
sermon tapes to shut-ins over 20 years. 
Verdeen represented her community as the 
2010 Readlyn Grump. She moved to Willow 
Winds on February 12, 2022.

Verdeen loved doing things for her fam-

ily, and enjoyed cards, playing piano, gar-
dening, sewing, and quilting. She made crib 
quilts, lap quilts, car quilts, treasured wed-
ding gift quilts, and many, many more quilts 
for Lutheran World Relief.

She is survived by two sons: Larry 
(Vicki) Pavelec, Readlyn, Steven (Sher-
yl) Pavelec, New Hartford; two daughters: 
Kathleen (Robert) Thiele, Waterloo, Connie 
(Phillip) Fleshner, Janesville; six grandchil-
dren: Derek (Kristin) Pavelec, Madison, WI, 
Brett (Karalee) Pavelec, Anna, TX, Craig 
(Bailie) Pavelec, Readlyn, Edward (Brid-
get) Pavelec, Waterloo, Sarah Pavelec, Ce-
dar Falls, Melissa (Dakotah) Jones, Charles 
City; 13 great-grandchildren: Annabel and 
Isaac Pavelec, Bennett and Reed Pavelec, Ja-
cob and Elijah Pavelec and Ash and Atticus 
Gleason, Emmeric, Maximus, Tobias, Joan-
na, and Roman Pavelec; three sisters: Mar-
lene Fasse and Jolene (William) McCurdy, 
Waverly, Beverly (Wayne) Block, Oelwein; 
and 25 nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band and her parents; sister: Arnetta (Ed-
win) Whitt; brother-in-law: Edward (Violet 
& Alice) Pavelec; sisters-in-law: Louisa 
(Emil) Spier, Rose (Kenneth) Kuhrt, Pearl 
(Kenneth) Heinemann, Irene (Willard) Buhr, 
Phyllis (Robert) Maxfield, LaVera (Russell) 
Bergen, Evelyn (Dean) Davis; and brothers-
in-law: Louis Becker, Aaron McKenzie, and 
Virgil Fasse; and 1 niece and 3 nephews.

A funeral service was held at 10:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, August 7, 2025, at Zion Luther-
an Church in Readlyn, IA with Rev. Dr. Jean 
Rabary officiating. There was a visitation one 
hour prior to the service at the church. Buri-
al was in Zion Lutheran Cemetery, Readlyn. 
The service was live streamed on the Zion 
Lutheran Church Facebook page.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be di-
rected to Zion Lutheran Church or Readlyn 
American Heart Association. Online condo-
lences may be left at www.kaisercorson.com.

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home in Readlyn 
assisted the family.

Verdeen Pavelec

Donate Blood Sept. 5 & Make a Difference
Every day, children in our communi-

ty wake up to a fight they never chose, 
the fight against cancer. This Septem-
ber, LifeServe Blood Center is honoring 
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month by 
remembering that behind every statistic is 
a brave warrior.

Cancer treatment is tough on anyone, 
but it is especially hard on kids. Treat-
ments like chemotherapy and radiation 
often damage blood cells, leaving children 
in need of transfusions to continue fight-
ing their diagnosis safely.

The Denver/Readlyn Communities 
Blood Drive is Friday, Sept. 5 from 
9 a.m.-1:20 p.m. at 100 Washington 
Street, Denver.

Your donation this September could 
help a child continue treatment and give 
families hope for tomorrow. Schedule 

your lifesaving blood donation appoint-
ment online at lifeservebloodcenter.org or 
call 800.287.4903.

I would like to thank my 
children for hosting the family 
dinner and open house for my 
100th birthday.

� ank you to my family and 
friends for the gi� s, phone 
calls, cards and for attending 
the open house.

I am truly blessed by all the 
acts of kindness I received. 

Blessings to All,
Esther Poock

Thank You

Caring For Our Family, One Loving Heart at a Time.
Stop in for a tour anytime.

Check us out on Facebook, or our website
www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com, or contact us at

319.635.2585, email: parkviewassistedliving@gmail.com

Fairbank, Iowa
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319-279-3893 
319-267-2035

securitymutualins.com

234 Main Street • Readlyn, IA

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

PROVIDING
POLICY HOLDERS

SECURITY & SERVICE
FOR OVER 280 YRS

A GRINNELL
MUTUAL MEMBER®

Paul Smith
319-269-0952

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
smith.x.inc@gmail.com

GPS Grade Control Tiling
Onsite Concrete Crushing

Site Preparation
Septic Systems

Waterlines
Demolition
Waterways
Excavation

Drainage

Page 7 from the 1936 Chronicle
Pages from the 1936 Readlyn Chronicle, entitled the “Cam-

paign Issue,” were found in a time capsule at the Bremer County 
Courthouse. Page 7 is shown at left. 

To see past pages published in the Chronicle, go to: https://
www.readlyn.lib.ia.us. 

Senior Citizens group gives 
Grump Days a big thumbs up

On July 16, 2025, twenty members attended the 11:30 a.m. 
Senior Citizen's lunch and meeting at the Tripoli Panther Lanes 
in Tripoli, IA. We were served a very wonderful meal. The meet-
ing was called to order by President Ron Leistikow after our 
meal.

The birthday celebrated for the month of July was Marilyn 
Lampe. We all sang “Happy Birthday” to Marilyn. There were 
no anniversaries celebrated for the month of July.

The secretary’s minutes for June 18, 2025 were read by Lois 
Thacher. Larry Ladage made a motion to approve the notes as 
read. Shirley Kuker seconded it. Motion carried.

 The treasurer’s report was read by Charlie Albrecht. The bal-
ance in the account after expenses was $154.00. Mary Chapin 
made a motion to approve the treasurer's report and Mary Lou 
Ungs seconded it. Motion carried.

Old Business: We discussed Grump Days and per the re-
sponse we felt it was a success! The Readlyn Community Club 
will be meeting to discuss some minor changes for next year, 
2026.

The Bremer County Historical Society's Ag event that was 
June 29, 2025 at 1:30 p.m. was attended by about 50 people. It 
was very much enjoyed by those that attended. Larry Pavelec of 
Readlyn was the speaker for the event. Everyone knows now that 
Bremer County was once called the "Dairy Spot" of Iowa. Big 
thank you to Larry Pavelec for all the research he did to present 
this event.

New Business: The Bremer County Fair will start July 27, 
2025 and run through August 2, 2025. The event will be celebrat-
ed at the new location at 300 39th St. NE, Waverly, IA.

August 10 from 4-6 p.m., the Readlyn Historical Society will 
have their annual Ice Cream Social. Both buildings will be open 
for people that want to walk through for viewing. The cones are 
still 25 cents!

The St. Matthew and Zion Lutheran churches will have a pic-
nic in the park on August 13, 2025. Everyone is welcome!

The Readlyn Community Club Picnic at the park will be Sep-
tember 14, 2025. More details to follow.

The next Senior Citizens meeting will be August 20, 2025 at 
11:30 a.m. at Panther Lanes in Tripoli, IA. Judy Leistikow made 
a motion to adjourn and Roland Schmidt seconded it. Motion 
carried. Meeting adjourned.

We played bingo after our meal and meeting. The first win-
ner of traditional bingo was Don Heineman. He won two scratch 
tickets donated by Lois Thacher. Charlie Albrecht won the sec-
ond bingo and he received two scratch tickets donated by Lois 
Thacher. Jan Schumacher was the 3rd winner of the bingo and 
she received a homemade pie donated by Charlie Albrecht. The 
blackout winner was Mary Chapin who received a gift card to 
Kwik Star donated by Ron and Judy Leistikow.

Lois Thacher, Secretary
Come join the fun!
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Janet & Larry Ladage have the Yard of the Month Continued from Page 1

This rock festooned with chicks and hens was Larry’s 
mother’s.

The butterfly garden. This garden features a birdhouse built by Larry.

Herb garden.The enormous maple tree.Mums decorate this garden area.

The Ladage home at night.

The large elephant ears, a Mother’s Day gift 
from Janet’s son, protect the black elephant 
ears, a retirement memento.

The spinner was a gift from their daughter. In the spring this is the pink and purple garden.

Edging provides separation for some of the plants.

The patio is a great spot for family and friends. The backyard is the perfect place for some shade.

Restful areas to sit and relax can be found.
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Being prepared with the right
insurance for your
farm and crop matters.

Call us to talk to one of our experienced
AgriBusiness Advisors today at 319.483.4854 or
visit our website at acceladvantage.com.

Jeffrey F. Arians, CPA
Quality Accounting Services 

1002 Broadway Street 
Waterloo, IA 50703

319-234-2813 
www.qasiowa.com

Trusted Accounting 
Services

for Individuals & Businesses

INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.
VANDAELE INSURANCE, INC.

greatrates@vandaeleins.com

119 E. Main Street • PO Box 467 • Fairbank, IA 50629
319-635-2526 • Fax: 319-635-2162

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial
Crop • Health Insurance

For all your insurance needs.

Denver, Iowa Since 1936

One Schumacher Way • 319-984-5676 • www.schumacherelevator.com

YOUR LEADING INDEPENDENT PROVIDER
ELEVATORS Manufacturing, Installation Service

Passenger, Freight, and Specialty Elevators

gery, ENT, the Emergency Department 
and more.

“Every single provider has taken time 
to get to know me. I’ve received incredi-
ble advice and had the opportunity to see 
so many different sides of medicine. This 
experience has felt personal and fulfill-
ing.”

Rooted in Community
Returning to Waverly has only 

strengthened Alec’s desire to serve rural 
communities. “My parents, grandparents 
and friends are still in Readlyn,” he said. 
“It means a lot to work alongside doctors 
who care for people I know.”

His upbringing also shaped how he 
views the challenges and strengths of ru-
ral health care.

“I was very involved in farm safe-
ty advocacy through 4-H and FFA, so 
I’m familiar with the injuries and health 
issues rural communities face,” he ex-
plained. “Growing up, we had to trav-
el to Iowa City for specialty care. That 
gave me a real appreciation for how vi-
tal it is to have access to care close to 

home and how hard it can be without 
it.”

Alec sees that the gap being bridged 
through the work WHC does with clinics 
in nearby towns and visiting specialists to 
help improve continuity of care.

“It’s been great to see how WHC phy-
sicians encourage patients to come in not 
just when they’re sick, but for regular, 
preventive visits. That’s how you really 
make a difference.”

Looking Ahead
Alec’s passion for medicine is matched 

by his commitment to teaching and giving 
back.

“I’d love to be involved in medical ed-
ucation, whether that’s mentoring, teach-
ing or community outreach. But whatever 
specialty I choose, I want to have a direct, 
positive impact on patient health.”

When asked if he sees himself practic-
ing in a community setting, Alec didn’t 
hesitate. “Absolutely. Growing up in a 
small town has given me a deep apprecia-
tion for the kind of relationships and care 
you can build in these environments.”

His advice for other rural students con-

sidering health care?
“Don’t be afraid to dive in. Shad-

ow, volunteer, get different experiences, 
whether it’s clerking, CNA work or re-
search. Learn from your peers, talk to pa-
tients, ask questions and take every oppor-
tunity to grow.”

A Fulfilling Chapter
When asked to describe his MECO ex-

perience at WHC in a single word, Alec 
chose “fulfilling.”

“Every interaction with staff, provid-
ers and patients has exceeded my expec-

tations. It has reinforced every reason I 
chose to pursue medicine. I’ve learned so 
much, and I’m incredibly thankful.”

Outside of school, Alec unwinds by 
cooking (inspired by binge-watching 
cooking shows), playing board games 
with his girlfriend or family and staying 
active through workouts and sports.

Waverly Health Center is proud to have 
played a part in Alec’s journey from Mini 
Medical Week to MECO and looks for-
ward to the difference he’ll make in the 
future of rural health care.

Continued from Page 1

Alex Marticoff is shown (center) with his family.

How a Readlyn student is shaping the future of rural medicine
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Spring Center Farm 
Dean Buhr & Kyle Devoe

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plainfield

For reservations, call 319-275-4528
Available for rent for graduations,  

small parties, wedding receptions & more.
40’x72’, full kitchen, freezer, refrigerators,  

air conditioning and restrooms.

Owner
Jon Elsamiller

“Family owned and operated since 1983”

101 39th St. NE
Waverly, IA 319-352-3917

Electrical Wiring of all Types:
Commercial
Residential

Farm
Industrial

www.elsamillerelectric.com

We are DRIVEN to help you SUCCEED
Providing: Commercial and Trucking For-Hire coverages to our clients.

        125 W. 1st St. , Readlyn, IA 50668
319-238-7775 • 877-418-3090 (Toll Free)

www.truserveins.com

Create something that 
your future self will 
thank you for. 
Like prioritizing your 
financial goals. Putting 
together a financial plan 
and investment strategy 
today can help you achieve 
your dreams tomorrow. 
Let’s get started.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & 
Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des 
Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (8-21)

David C. Matthias
2018 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

319-415-5989
davidmatthias.fbfsagents.com

What’s Cooking?
A recipe to share can be sent to 

billhorn@rtc279.com

This recipe has a funny name, but it is delicious. 
Marry Me Chicken Submitted by Mary Lou Ungs

3 large boneless, skinless chicken 
breasts sliced lengthwise into thin 	
	 cutlets 
1/2 Teaspoon salt
1/4 Teaspoon ground black pepper
6 Tablespoons all purpose flour
2 Tablespoons olive oil
2 Tablespoons unsalted butter
3 Cloves minced garlic 
1 Cup chicken stock 
1 Cup heavy cream
1/3 Cup sun-dried tomatoes,  	
	   chopped 
1/2 Cup grated Parmesan cheese
1 Teaspoon chili flakes
1/4 Teaspoon oregano 
1/4 Teaspoon thyme
1 Tablespoon fresh basil leaves

Season chicken with salt and 
pepper then dredge in flour shaking 
off any excess. In a large skillet heat 
olive oil on medium heat.  Swirl to 

coat with oil and butter evenly.
Brown the chicken (do not over-

crowd and work in batches if nec-
essary) for 4-5 minutes on each 
side until golden brown or cooked 
through. Transfer to a plate, cover 
and set aside.

Saute the garlic for a minute or 
until fragrant. Add chicken stock, 
deglaze the pan scraping any bits 
from the bottom with a wooden 
spoon. 

Adjust heat to medium-low and 
add cream and Parmesan cheese.   
Allow to simmer a few minutes, 
then season with chili flakes, thyme 
and oregano.  Season with salt and 
pepper to your taste.  Add sun-dried 
tomatoes. Put the chicken back in 
and let it simmer. 

Garnish with fresh basil and 
pour over pasta or rice.

You can read this issue, or any past issue, 
of the Readlyn Chronicle online at:  

https://www.readlyn.lib.ia.us
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Earlier this month, I was at the Bremer County fair at the Figure 8 Races. 
If you’ve never been to one, there are 6-10 cars on a dirt track in the shape 
of an “8” where the drivers are navigating, trying to maximize speed while 
slicing through oncoming traffic at the intersection of each lap. It’s loud, it’s 
fast, there are bound to be collisions, and fun had for all. 

Every time there was smoke or steam or some sort of noise coming from one 
of the cars, the men in the audience would start saying things like “gasket”, 
“transmission”, “serpentine belt”, etc. It made me giggle to listen to them 
diagnose the problems from so far away in the stands. There is no doubt 
in my mind that their guesses were accurate - everyone sitting around me 
was guys that have tons of experience with equipment of all sizes and the 
problems that can come with it. 

It just made me realize that I am not alone in being someone who enjoys the 
challenge of solving a problem. We all know people who hop right in to help 
someone in need… sometimes as a friendly neighbor… sometimes because 
that little itch of wanting to solve the puzzle first gets the best of them! 

I think we all have inside of us some need to be challenged. Some challenges 
we are willing to take on ourselves, some just have too much risk involved to 
go at it alone, so we ask or hire someone more versed in that area. 

This is where professionals come in.

At my house, there are a lot of small things that Cody and I are comfortable with trying to figure out ourselves, knowing we can’t 
hurt much if we screw up, however, if it is electricity related I am not touching it! It scares me to know what can happen if we 
do something wrong so I (still) call *my dad first :)*, then Etringer’s if it is a bigger project. I am happy to pay them what they’re 
worth to sleep well knowing it was done right. 

This concept is the same as being a Financial Advisor. Some investors are DIYers and do a fine job of accepting and managing the 
risk of a bad decision. Others would rather pay a knowledgeable professional, lowering the risk of something going awry. 
To each their own. 

Ashlea Jones doesn’t know how electricity works beyond changing a lightbulb. Ashlea Jones doesn’t know how to fix a 
transmission (or what a transmission looks like). But if you have cash or investments that are old, new, tax-deferred, tax-free, 
complex, not complex, whatever! And you need a second set of eyes on it, we can bring value and enhance your ambitions with 
our team and client-centric approach. 

I LOVE the journey of helping people find solutions to their financial obstacles. Sometimes it is just a matter of helping them 
believe in what we can help them achieve. Sometimes it’s plugging in a private investment you don’t have access to on the 
street. 

Other times it can be much more complex like a total rebuild… but when someone walks in with ambitions on their mind, 
nothing brings us more fulfillment than being able to say with confidence, “We’ve got this!”

If you feel there might be more out there than what you’ve been offered so far, let us look under the hood of your portfolio 
(a consultation is ALWAYS free). We will help you plan to dream big!

Advisory products and services offered by Investment Adviser Representatives through Prime Capital Investment Advisors, LLC (“PCIA”), a federally registered investment adviser. PCIA: 6201 College Blvd., Suite#150, Overland 
Park, KS 66211. PCIA doing business as Prime Capital Financial | Wealth | Retirement | Wellness | Family Office.

“Financial Fitness”
WITH ASHLEA (KLEITSCH) JONES

 
Ashlea (Kleitsch) Jones

Financial Advisor
Prime Capital Financial
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
pciacedarrapids.com
(319) 269-7143

Scan Here to Learn 
More About Me!

People inherently love solving problems.
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Threatened species of Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake  
(Sistrurus catenatus) found on Leistikow’s Smoketown Enterprises
Article by Bremer County Conservation 
Board Chair Larry Pavelec

I went to church Sunday, 
August 10 at St. Matthew's 
Lutheran Church where I got 
some astonishing news. Ron-
nie Leistikow told me about 
his son, Kurt, finding a rattle-
snake on the west side of the 
Wapsie River. He found it by 
almost stepping on it. This 
is on their property between 
south of C 33 about a mile 
and a quarter mile on the east 
side of Sable Avenue.

For quite a few years, 
Iowa DNR, with the help of 
the Bremer County Conser-
vation Board, has been track-
ing this state-endangered and 
federally-threatened rattle-
snake species along the east 
side of the Wapsipinicon 
River. This is the first time 
the Massasauga Rattlesnake 
has been seen on the west 
side of the river since the 

program was started in 2001. I saw them 
often in my youth on the Pavelec farm on 

the west side of the river in the same gen-
eral area.

Just this same week, Ter-
ry VanDeWalle got out the 
Iowa DNR’s tracking equip-
ment.  One of our Bremer 
County Conservation Board 
members, Stacy Snyder, was 
out hunting rattlesnakes with 
him. They found all four rat-
tlesnakes with the tracking 
devices in them. Stacy was 
excited to find one of the 
male rattlesnakes was with 
a female. Radio telemetry 
involves attaching a small 
radio transmitter (surgically 
implanted) into the snake and 
using an antenna and receiver 
to locate its position.  This al-
lowed Stacy and Tom to locate 
the snakes, even when they're 
underground or in dense veg-
etation. Our rattlesnake hunt-
ers talked to the Leistikows, 
gathering as much informa-
tion about this snake to record 

in the conservation plan.  A specific pop-
ulation in east-central Bremer County has 
been studied since 2001. We have a rela-
tively small but stable population. 

Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnakes are 
gray or grayish-brown with dark bands or 
blotches down the back, 18½ - 30 inches 
long. Blotches on the back become bands 
near the tail, which is tipped by a small 
rattle. The eyes have vertical, cat-like pu-
pils and the head is shaped like a spade, 
though it is not as wide as the heads of 
other rattlesnakes in Iowa. So don’t be 
afraid. 

 It’s great to see them all alive. These 
rattlesnakes are north of C 33 and south 
of C 33 on Bremer County Conservation 
Board property. If you ever come across 
one of these snakes, please report it and 
leave it alone. Let it go about its business 
for sure.  They generally are considered 
non-aggressive. They are more likely to 
avoid encounters with humans than to 
strike. 

A big thank you, Ron and Judy Leisti-
kow, for reporting the rattlesnake.

If you ever come across one of these rattlesnakes, please report it and 
leave it alone. (Editor’s Note: You don’t have to tell me twice.) Photo by 
Kurt Leistikow   

Rainbow Clovers 4-H Club Bremer County Fair Results and Pictures By Emersyn Powell
2025 Bremer County Fair Static Project Results

Henry Geerts, Safety and Education in Shooting Sports, Blue
Calvin Jones, Fish and Wildlife, Blue 
Carissa Jones, Static Clover Kids, Green 
Carver Jones, Static Clover Kids, Green
Evan Kleitsch, Fish and Wildlife, Purple Selected for State Fair 
Reid Kleitsch, Welding, Lavender Jr. Honorable Mention
Wyatt Kuker, Static Clover Kids, Green
Greysen Miller, Sewing and Needle 
Arts - Constructed Item, Purple Select-
ed for State Fair 
Greysen Miller, Woodworking, Blue 
Greysen Miller, Woodworking, Yellow 
Considered for State 
Greysen Miller, Woodworking, Blue 
Greysen Miller, Food & Nutrition - Pre-
pared Product, Blue 
Greysen Miller,  Food & Nutrition - Pre-
pared Product, Yellow Considered for 
State 
Greysen Miller, Photography, Blue 
Greysen Miller, Home Improvement, 
Blue 
Griffen Miller, Photography, Yellow 
Considered for State 
Griffen Miller, Photography, Blue 
Griffen Miller, Personal Development, 
Blue 
Griffen Miller, Food & Nutrition - Pre-
pared Product, Purple Selected for 
State Fair 
Griffen Miller, Food & Nutrition - Pre-
pared Product, Blue 
Griffen Miller, Woodworking, Yellow 
Considered for State 
Griffen Miller, Sewing and Needle Arts 
- Constructed Item, Blue 
Griffen Miller, Sewing and Needle Arts 
- Constructed Item, Purple Selected 
for State Fair
Griffen Miller, Science, Engineering & 
Technology, Blue 
Griffen Miller, Bremer County Photog-
raphy Challenge, Blue
Coral Novak, Food & Nutrition - Pre-
pared Product, Yellow Considered for 
State 
Coral Novak, Bremer County Baking 
Challenge, Blue 
Coral Novak, Animal Science, Blue 
Coral Novak,Bremer County Photog-
raphy Challenge, Blue 
Coral Novak, Animal Science, Blue 
Coral Novak, Photography, Blue 
Coral Novak, Photography, Blue 
Corbin Novak, Static Clover Kids, 
Green 
Corbin Novak, Bremer County Clover 
Baking Challenge, Green
Emersyn Powell, Child Development, 
Yellow Considered for State
Emersyn Powell, Child Development, 
Blue 
Emersyn Powell, Food & Nutrition - 
Prepared Product, Blue 
Emersyn Powell, Visual Arts - Design, 
Process, or Technique Exploration, 
Blue 
Emersyn Powell, Visual Arts - Design, 
Process, or Technique Exploration, 
Blue 
Emersyn Powell, Photography, Blue 
Emersyn Powell, Photography, Yellow 
Considered for State 
Emersyn Powell, Home Improvement, 
Yellow Considered for State
Emersyn Powell, Horticulture, Blue

Ashlyn Strottmann, Photography, Blue 

Bennett Strottmann, Home Improvement, Blue 
Keegan Strottmann, Welding, Red
Breanna Wenger, Science, Engineering & Technology, Yellow Considered 
for State 
Breanna Wenger, Visual Arts- Original Art, Blue 
Rhett Wenger, Clover Club Static Welding, Green

Poultry Show Results
Rhett Wenger, Poultry Clover Kids- Green

Swine Show Results
Ashlyn Strottmann, Market Pigs- Champion Rate of Gain, Blue
Bennett Strottmann, Market Pigs, Blue 
Keegan Strottmann, Market Pigs- Champion Rate of Gain, Blue

Pet Show Results
Coral Novak, Kunekune pig, Purple, Re-
serve Champion
Corbin Novak, Clover Kids pets, Green
Corbin Novak, Clover Kids Costume Con-
test, Best Costume

Rabbit Show Results
Will Kuker, Senior Buck, White 
Wyatt Kuker, Rabbit Clover Kids, Green
Coral Novak, Junior Buck (3-6 months), 
Blue 
Coral Novak, Junior Buck (3-6 months), 
Blue 
Coral Novak, Senior Doe (8 months), 
White 
Coral Novak, Senior Doe (8 months), Blue 
Coral Novak, Junior Doe (under 6 months), 
Blue 
Coral Novak, Junior Doe (under 6 months), 
Blue 
Coral Novak, Single Fryer, Blue 
Coral Novak, Single Fryer, Blue
Coral Novak, Junior Buck (under 6 
months), Blue 
Coral Novak, Junior Buck (under 6 
months), Blue 
Coral Novak, Senior Buck (over 6 months), 
Blue 
Coral Novak, Senior Buck (over 6 months), 
Blue 
Coral Novak, Junior Doe (3-6 months), 
Blue 
Coral Novak, Junior Doe (3-6 months), 
Blue 
Coral Novak, Pen of Three Fryers, Laven-
der Reserve Champion Pen of Three 
Coral Novak, Pen of Three Fryers, Purple 
Champion Pen of Three 
Coral Novak, Senior Doe (over 6 months), 
White 
Coral Novak, Senior Buck (8 months), Blue
Corbin Novak, Clover Kids-Rabbit, Green
Corbin Novak, Clover Kids Costume Con-
test, Best Costume
Rhett Wenger, Clover Kids-Rabbit, Green

Beef Show Results
Calvin Jones, Junior Bottle/Bucket Calf, 
Lavender
Evan Kleitsch, Dairy Market Steers, Blue 
Reid Kleitsch, Dairy Market Steers, Lav-
ender
Ashlyn Strottmann, Dairy Market Steers, 
Purple 
Bennett Strottmann, Dairy Market Steers, 
Blue 
Keegan Strottmann, Dairy Market Steers, 
Lavender
Breanna Wenger, Dairy Market Steers, 
Purple 
Breanna Wenger, Crossbred Market 
Steers, Blue
Breanna Wenger, Costume Contest, Best 
Costume
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131 Tower Street, Denver • 319-984-6191
Call (319) 984-6191 or (319) 342-3622 to schedule your appointment in Denver today!

“OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS”
Robert R. Pipho, D.D.S. • Brendon T. Boerm, D.D.S.

340 S. State St.
Denver, IA 50622

319-984-5691

denverdrugandphoto.com

PO Box B, 103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631
(319) 275-4301

or 1-800-428-5808

WILEY 
CONSTRUCTION

Siding, Roofing
Home Remodeling

Ag Building Repairs
Nick Wiley

Cell 319-404-3518
Home 319-279-3518DENVER, IA

Wapsie Valley School Board - July 21, 2025
Wapsie Valley CSD

Regular School Board Meeting
July 21, 2025

Pledge of Allegiance
1. President Wolfe called the Regular Meeting of 

the Board to order at 6:31 PM
A. Directors: Aiello, Auel, Kaufman, Sauerbrei & 

Wolfe. Declared a quorum
B. Administration - Supt. Hoover. Board Secretary 

Arndt (excused)
C. Online participants
2. Motion by Sauerbrei second by Auel to approve 

the agenda as presented. Motion carried 5-0
3. Public comment: None
4. Consent Items: Motion by Auel second by 

Kaufman to approve the consent items including the 
bills being reviewed by Sauerbrei and the open enroll-
ments as follows: Kurtis Foley request to open enroll 
his daughter to Waterloo after a family move. Motion 
carried 5-0

5. Communication & Reports: Board: None
Superintendent Hoover: Congratulations to our 

baseball and softball teams on their successes this 
summer! Report

 includes thoughts on WV logo use; DLT retreat, 
facilities updated, and AEA Service Agreement

District & PK Principals: None
6. Personnel: Resignations: Motion by Aiello sec-

ond by Kaufman to approve the resignation of Melis-
sa Hingtgen-Lead Cook as presented and thank her 
for her service to the students and staff at WV. Motion 
carried 5-0

Contracts: Motion by Aiello second by Auel to ap-
prove the contracts as presented: Mentee-$1,000/5 
days, Jaylyn Gibbs, Tyler Fall, Gunner Rogers, Reese 
Balvanz, Marlene Franzen, & Kristin Sadler, Men-
tor-$1,250/5 days-Jacqueline Faust, Jennifer Merding-
er, Duane Foster, Kari Pleggenkuhl, Jaime Henning, 
& Angie James, Building Leadership Team-$2,500/10 
days; Angie Wagner, Jennifer Merdinger, Melanie Cur-
ley, Jacqueline Faust, Kayla Ott, Jody Busch, Brianna 
Hayward, Amy Stessman, & Jess Miller, Leader In Me 
$750-3/days; Heather Robinson, Amanda Bockholt, & 
Katelyn Cusick, Corynn Downs-Elementary Guidance 
Counselor-BA+30/0-$45,670 (Base Contract) + $4,780 
(TSS) = $50,450; Reese Balvanz-FB Elementary 
Teacher- BA/0 -$38,339 (Base Contract) + $11,661 
(TSS) = $50,000; Jenna Platte - Custodian - $16.84 
P/H and $25 per month cell phone reimbursement. 
Motion carried 5-0

Addendum: Motion by Aiello second by Auel to 
approve the addendum presented: Heather Sullivan - 

Increase per hour salary from $16.29 to $17.29 due to 
obtaining a Bachelor of Arts Degree. Motion carried 5-0

7. Old Business: Motion by Auel second by 
Kaufman to approve the second reading of Board Pol-
icy 503.09: Use of Personal

Electronic Devices. Motion carried 5-0
8.New Business: Motion by Kaufman second by Ai-

ello to approve 25-26 School Resource Officer (SRO) 
28E Agreement wit

Bremer County’s Sheriff's office. Motion carried 5-0 
Motion by Sauerbrei second by Auel to approve 

25-26 CAPS agreement for facilities at Grumpy’s Event 
Center, Readlyn, IA. Motion carried 5-0

Motion by Kaufman second by Sauerbrei to ap-
prove 25-26 SBO Resource Only sharing agreement 
with Sumner Fredericksburg. Motion carried 5-0 

Motion by Aiello second by Auel to approve 25-26 
Concurrent Enrollment Contract with NICC. Motion 
carried 5-0

Motion by Kaufman second by Aiello to approve 
the use of the Warrior head logo but not the WV logo or 
Wapsie Valley name for Ackerman’s car wash. Motion 
carried 5-0

Motion by Sauerbrei second by Auel to approve 
Emergent Architect fixed fee for track/football field im-
provements. Motion carried 4-1; Kaufman-Nay 

Motion by Auel second by Sauerbrei to approve 
28E agreement for Librarian with Gladbrook/Reinbeck. 
Motion carried 5-0

Motion by Aiello second by Kaufman to approve 
2025-26 AEA Service Agreement. Motion carried 5-0

Motion by Auel second by Aiello to approve the Tal-
ented and Gifted handbook. Motion carried 5-0

Motion by Kaufman second by Auel to approve an 
additional $1000 stipend to Tara Sullivan for services 
due to Online Registration through Infinite Campus. 
Motion carried 5-0

9.  Board Talking Points: None		
10.  Motion by Auel second by Sauerbrei to adjourn 

at 7:14 PM. Motion carried 5-0 
Written by Chris Hoover

Respectfully submitted by Kim Arndt

Readlyn City Council - July 14, 2025Readlyn City Council - August 11, 2025
The Readlyn City Council met in open session 

on Monday, July 14, 2025 at 6:45 PM for the Finance 
Committee to review bills and at 7:00 PM for the public 
hearing followed by the regular meeting. Meeting was 
called to order by Mayor Wedemeier. The following 
named council members were present: Rocco Imbrog-
no, Joey Jones and Keith Brunscheon. Absent: Nicole 
Barnes, Jason Franck. Others in attendance: Austin 
Matthias, Steve Aiello, Kyle Hesse and Lois Buhr.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Imbrogno to ap-
prove minutes from the June 9, 2025 council meeting. 
All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by Jones to 
approve bills for payment. All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by Imbrogno 
to approve clerk and treasurer’s reports. All said yes. 
Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by Jones to 
approve budget and library reports. All said yes. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by Imbrog-
no to approve the police report. All said yes. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Brunscheon to 
approve agenda as printed. All said yes. Motion car-
ried. 

Discussion on current updates to the civil defense 
siren.

Discussion on the driveway at 422 Goodell Ave-
nue. No decision made.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Brunscheon to 
approve the Kwik Trip, Inc, dba Kwik Trip #708, class 
B retail alcohol license (LG) & Sunday Sales amend-
ment. Roll call vote. AYES: Jones, Brunscheon, Im-
brogno. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by Jones 
to approve the authorization for the mayor to sign 
Nondisclosure Statement/MISO Transmission Project 
Confidentiality Agreement with the Iowa Public Power 
Agency, North Iowa Municipal Electric Cooperative As-
sociation, South Iowa Municipal Electric Cooperative 
Association, Missouri River Energy Services, and such 
cities, municipal electric utilities, joint-action agencies 
and/or electric power agencies for the MISO Long 
Range Transmission Planning Trance 2.1 project. Roll 
call vote. AYES: Brunscheon, Jones, Imbrogno. NAYS: 
None. Motion carried.

Motion by Jones and seconded by Imbrogno to 
approve purchasing security cameras for the recycling 
building. Roll call vote. AYES: Jones, Imbrogno, Brun-
scheon. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by Imbrogno 
to adjourn. All said yes. Motion carried. Meeting ad-
journed at 7:39 PM.

Dan Wedemeier, Mayor
ATTEST:  Kris McGrane, City Clerk

HAPPY

MONDAY, SEPT. 1, 2025

The Readlyn City Council met in open session on 
Monday, August 11, 2025 at 6:45 PM for the Finance 
Committee to review bills and at 7:00 PM for the reg-
ular meeting. Meeting was called to order by Mayor 
Wedemeier. The following named council members 
were present: Nicole Barnes, Keith Brunscheon, Jason 
Franck and Rocco Imbrogno. Absent: Joseph Jones. 
Others in attendance: Barney Wiersma, Austin Matthi-
as and Steve Aiello.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Imbrogno to 
approve minutes from the July 14, 2025 council meet-
ing. All said yes. Motion carried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by Brunscheon 
to approve bills for payment. All said yes. Motion car-
ried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by Barnes 
to approve clerk and treasurer’s reports. All said yes. 
Motion carried.

Motion by Franck and seconded by Barnes to ap-
prove budget and library reports. All said yes. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by Imbrog-
no to approve the police report. All said yes. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Imbrogno and seconded by Barnes to 
approve agenda as printed. All said yes. Motion car-
ried. 

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Brunscheon to 
have the property owner correct the driveway at 422 
Goodell Avenue so it meets city code and have Pub-
lic Works Superintendent Wiersma inspect it. Roll call: 
Ayes: Barnes, Brunscheon, Franck, Imbrogno. Nays: 
None. Motion carried. 

Mayor Wedemeier provided an update on the re-
cent Tripoli-Readlyn Sanitation board meeting.

Mayor Wedemeier provided an update on the re-
cent EBRRA board meeting.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Brunscheon 
to approve Resolution 2025-09: Electric Utility Inspec-
tion and Maintenance Plan.  Roll call: Ayes: Barnes, 
Brunscheon, Imbrogno, Franck. Nays: None. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by Imbrogno 
to approve Resolution 2025-10: Organization Borrow-
ing.  Roll call: Ayes: Brunscheon, Imbrogno, Franck, 
Barnes. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Motion by Barnes and seconded by Imbrogno to 
approve Resolution 2025-11: Readlyn Savings Bank 
Agreement. Roll call: Ayes: Barnes, Imbrogno, Franck, 
Brunscheon. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Mayor Wedemeier advised there is approximately 
$28,000 left in the Main Street fund. He will provide 
council members with information and examples of 
holiday decorations/lights for Main Street. Wedemeier 
would like council members to provide input to him in 
the future. No action was taken.

Correspondence – Public Works Superintendent 
Wiersma provided a list of dead, diseased and dam-
aged trees in the city right of ways to the council. May-
or Wedemeier and Wiersma will take steps to get bids 
and estimates on costs to get them removed. Wiersma 
also advised that there are now security cameras in 
the recycling center and the city is cleaned up from 
recent storms.  

Motion by Brunscheon and seconded by Franck 
to adjourn. All said yes. Motion carried. Meeting ad-
journed at 7:45 PM.

Dan Wedemeier, Mayor
ATTEST:  Kris McGrane, City Clerk

Deadline for the Sept. 24 Readlyn Chronicle 
is Thurs., Sept. 11 at 5 PM - Send news to 

ReadlynChronicle@gmail.com
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Ag Resources
Bayer Crop Science 

David R. Wheeler, 8234 E. Marquis Rd., 
Fairbank, IA (319) 230-1029

Farmers Co-op 
223 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3396

Fettkether Fertilizer Co. LLC
 7634 N. Ordway Rd., Dunkerton, IA
(319) 404-0064 or (319) 939-8339

Precision Planting - Mike Heineman
2919 270th St. • (319) 279-3136

PRime Ag Services - Channel Seedsmen 
Brian Pottebaum (515) 290-4098

Steve Rathe (319) 269-8083

Quality Distributors-Fairview Ag
1508 190th St., Waverly

Seth Walker (319) 352-1619 
Tyler Hemer (319) 269-7675

Readlyn Vet. Association
2636 230th St. •  (319) 279-3867

Rock On Wheels
Roger Wheeler

Randy Wheeler (319) 231-3859

Smidt Crop Management, Inc.
Thomas B. Smidt, President

303 North 2nd St. PO Box 594, Greene
(641) 823-4817 or cell (641) 330-6717

smidtcrop@iowatelecom.net

Spring Center Farm 
Pioneer - Dean Buhr

2034 Vintage Ave., Sumner, IA 50674
(319) 240-2432

Stokes Welding - 412 7th St.,
Janesville • (319) 987-2801

Cell: (319) 230-7770

Weeds On Fire Custom Application 
LLC - Dan Wedemeier, Owner

Dan at (319) 269-6753

Wittenburg Truck Line, Inc.
117 Malone Ave. • (319) 279-3371

Attorneys and 
Realtors

Advanced Realtors®, LLC
814 S. Frederick, Oelwein 283-2242

Dillon Law, P.C. - Patrick B. Dillon
Attorney at Law

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner, IA 50674
(563) 578-01850 • Fax: (563) 578-1312

patdillon@50674law.com

Fischels Residential Group
Joe Leehey, Residential Broker

(319) 415-7349
 joe@� schelsgroup.com
www.� schelsgroup.com

3510 Kimball Ave. Ste. H, Waterloo, IA 
50702 • Tel: (319) 234-5000 

Re/Max Alliance
Wendy Stromer-Mohlis, Realtor

319-269-5089
300 S. State St., Denver
wendymohlis@gmail.com

Stumme, Collins, Gritters 
& Epley, PLLC

Attorneys
171 E. Main, Denver, IA 50622

Phone: (319) 984-5479
www.waverlydenverlaw.com

Town & Country Real Estate
Louie Hartman 319-239-0533

hartmanlouie@gmail.com
www.towncountryhome.com

215 N. Railroad, Sumner, IA  50674
Connie Rochford, Broker

O�  ce 563-578-8899

Auto Sales and 
Repair

Del’s Auto Repair Inc.
2308 Piedmont Ave. • (319) 279-3785

Larry’s Skelly Inc.
430 E. 1st St. • (319) 279-3307

Building and 
Repairs

Crystal Heating Plumbing 
and Excavation

1210 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly
319-352-0513

Edgeton Hardware & Repair
5104 Main St., Oran (319) 638-7206

Elsamiller Electric Co.
101 39th St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3917

Gingerich Roofi ng Solutions
1501 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton 

319-505-3938

Ken’s Electric Inc.
Electric • HVAC • Solar

319.283.4221 • kenselectric.com

Meyer Construction
1781 Viking Ave., Sumner, IA

(888) 578-5985 
or: (319) 231-9022

 
Smith Excavating, Inc.

1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner
(319) 269-0952 Fax (563) 578-1008

Tatroe Electric, Inc.
215 3rd St. NE, Waverly

319.352.3664
www.tatroeelectric.com

Wiley Construction
Denver, IA

(319) 404-3518 • (319) 279-3518 

Family 
Needs

Denver Drug and Photo
340 S. State St., Denver

(319) 984-5691 • (800) 974-5691

Denver Family Dental
131 Tower St., Denver

319-984-6191

Edward Jones-Troy Delagardelle
4901 University Ave., Suite B, Cedar Falls

(319) 277-4446

Fidelity Bank & Trust
Adam Schaufenbuel  Waverly 

319-483-1001
Megan Niewoehner   Oelwein 

319-283-2524

First Bank (fka First National Bank)
(319) 352-1340 www.myfnbbank.com

Hillcrest Living
915 W. First St., Sumner•563-578-8591

www.hillcrestsumner.com

Kaiser-Corson Funeral Home
205 Highland Ave. • (319) 279-3551

www.kaisercorson.com

Parkview Assisted Living
Fairbank, Iowa • (319) 635-2585

Prime Capital Investment Advisors
Ashlea (Kleitsch) Jones, Financial Advisor
Cedar Rapids, pciacedarrapids.com

(319) 269-7143 

Quality Accounting Services
1002 Broadway St., Waterloo

(319) 234-2813 www.qasiowa.com

Readlyn Community Library
309 Main St., Box 249 • (319) 279-3432

Readlyn Savings Bank
141 Main St. • (319) 279-3321

American Savings Bank-Tripoli
312 S. Main St. • (319) 882-4279

RTC Communications
121 Main St. • (319) 279-3375

Security State Bank
103 3rd St., Frederika, IA 50631

(319) 275-4301

Smiley’s Family Dentistry
123 2nd St. SW, Waverly

319-352-2270
SmileyFamilyDentistry.com

Tripoli Nursing Home
604 3rd St. SW, Tripoli, IA

319-882-4269 

Food and
Restaurants

Douglas Den
1195 Hilton Ave., Plain� eld 

(319) 275-4528

Hair and 
Beauty

Mane Event Family Hair Salon
239 Main Street, Readlyn

Salon: 319-279-3060
Becky South ~ 319-464-2614

Insurance 
Services

Farm Bureau - David C. Matthias
O�  ce: (319) 352-3667
Home: (319) 279-3545

Security Mutual Insurance
234 Main St.

319-279-3893, 319-267-2035

The Accel Group
Waverly • Cedar Falls • Denver

(800) 369-3525
www.AccelAdvantage.com

TruServe Insurance Group
125 W 1st St., Readlyn, IA 50668

877-418-3090

VanDaele Insurance, Inc.
119 E. Main St., Fairbank, IA

319-635-2526

Landscaping & 
Nursery

C&K Garden Solutions LLC
2508 Viking Ave., Fairbank

(319) 939-4112 

Tiedt Nursery 
2419 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly

(319) 352-0418

Machine/Tractor 
Repair
L&L Ag Repair

2220 Reed Ave. (319) 279-3363

Schuldt Repair
2261 Reed Ave.   (319) 279-3539

Specialty 
Businesses

Myers Polaris
304 E. Main, Fairbank, IA 

(319) 635-2311 (888) 282-9992 
www.myerspolaris.com

Schumacher Elevator Company
One Schumacher Way, Denver, IA

800-7795438 www.schumacherelevator.com

Tenenbaum’s Jewelry
219 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly 

319-352-4112

CHRONICLE
 Sponsorship
DIRECTORY

2025 FRIENDS OF THE CHRONICLE:
Corlyn Freitag

DA Acres - Leistikow Family
Bonnie Erickson

Readlyn Senior Citizens
Jennifer Jaschen

YOU, TOO, CAN BECOME A 

Friend of the Chronicle! 
Call Ron Leistikow for details! 

(319) 279-3548

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE IN THE
READLYN CHRONICLE!

Call Ron Leistikow for details! (319) 279-3548
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Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet

2029 Viking Ave. 
Hwy. V56 - Sumner

Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11 AM
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM

First Saturday of the month 9-11 AM
Brief application required; 

providing FREE clothing  to those in need

His Hands 
Food Pantry
5002 Main Street 

Oran
Hours: Tuesdays, 5-8 PM

Fridays 9 AM-12 Noon
Brief application required

Currently serving Denver, Fairbank, 
Frederika, Maynard, Oran, Randalia, 

Readlyn, Sumner, Tripoli and 
Westgate area residents

319-638-4357

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2683 Quail Avenue
Readlyn, IA 50668

(319) 279-3977
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 

10 a.m. 

St. Matthew’s  
Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor
2649 230th Street 

Readlyn, IA 319-279-3758
Sunday Services 9:00 a.m. 

Martha Circle, 
1st Wednesday of month

Women of Life, 
3rd Tues. of month, 7 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
120 West 4th Street, Readlyn 

(319) 279-3961
Pastor Miguel 

Gonzalez-Feliciano
Divine Service 

8:30 a.m.
Mary-Martha Circle 

1st Wednesday 7 p.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
240 Elmer Ave., Readlyn, IA 50668
Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary, Pastor

(319) 279-3643
Wednesday services 7:00 PM

Ruth Circle 
1st Thursday 1:00 p.m.

    Deadline for the September 24 Chronicle is Thurs., Sept. 11 at 5 p.m.

Restoring Health. Celebrating Smile
s.

Jonathan Smiley, D.M.D

NEW LOCATION:
123 2nd St. SW

Waverly, IA 50677
319-352-2270

 SmileyFamilyDentistry.com
New patients welcome!

Proud to continue Dr. Rettig’s  
tradition of excellent dental care.

1115 2ND ST. SE, OELWEIN 
$190,000
3 Bedrms, 1.5 Baths, 

2 Car Garage

730 PROSPECT ST., LAMONT

107 WASHINGTON ST., WEST UNION

NOW $16,000!

816 2ND AVE. NE, OELWEIN
$149,000

   2.5-3 Bedrms, 1.25 Baths, Heated 
Gar. Appliances Included.

REALTOR.COM     REALTOR.COM      REALTOR.COM

125 EASTLINE ST N, WESTGATE 

 $130,000

306 WISCONSIN ST, FAIRBANK   
4-5 Bedrm Ranch (1,288 Sq Ft Main) 1 & 
3/4 Baths, Large Lot, 2 Car Gar, Updated 
Oak Kitchen, Main fl r Laundry, Sunroom

SOLD

PENDING

24878 PLEASANT ST, ORAN
$185,000

Corner Lot to Build on Corner 
of 2nd St NW/8th Ave NW 

$10,000

 I  Need  
Listings!!  
Call Me!  

319-238-1700

33 5TH AVE SE, OELWEIN
2 STORY, 3 Bedrms, 1.5 baths, 

2 Lots PRICED  TO SELL! 301  W. MAIN ST,  FAIRBANK

SOLD

221 PRESTIEN  DR, DENVER
4 Bed, 2 Bath, 2 Car Gar, Gorgeous 
Kitchen, New Bath, NEW ROOF, SID-
ING, WINDOWS. Close to Schools!

125 10TH AVE NW, OELWEIN
STILL LIKE BRAND NEW!! 3 Bedrm 2 
bath, Mfd Home with More Extras In-
cluded, Large Lot, 2 car Att Gar, Ca-
thedral ceilings, A MUST SEE!!

NEW LISTINGS!


